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ROBERT PEEL, ESQ. 


Member of Parhament for the Borough of 
Tamworth, &c. &c. c. 


| Who, by his Ingenuity, Abilities, and Induftry, has honourably 
acquired a princely Fortune, and in ſo doing had the 
Satisfaction of keeping ſeveral thouſand | 
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Who, in the Time of Danger and National Difficulty, hand- 
ſomely appropriated the munificent Sum of 
TEN THOUSAND POUNDS, 
0 THE EXIGENCIES OF HIS COUNTRY : 
Ate whoſe conduct, — 
In promoting AN UNION WITH IRELAND, 
has ſhone ſo nobly diſintereſted : : 


AS A SMALL MARK OF RESPECT AND ESTEEM, 


IS HUMBLY DEDICATED, 


| By his ever obli ged, obedient, 
And faithful Friend and Servant, 


John Stockdale. 
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'TRANSLATOR's PREFACE. 


IHE laudable taſte for Voyages and Travels, 


which prevails in the preſent age, has been 


gratified with many excellent productions, which 


render that ſpecies of literature highly intereſting 


to readers of almoſt every deſcription. M. odern 


voyages of diſcovery have embraced ſo many ob- 
jects, that in them the Navigator ſees the progreſs 


of his important art, the Geographer obſerves the 


improvement of his kindred ſcience, the Natu- 
raliſt is gratified with curious and uſeful objects 
of reſearch, the Merchant diſcovers new ſcenes of 
commercial enterpriſe, and the General Reader 
finds a fund of rational entertainment. 


The Moral Philoſopher, too, Who loves to 


trace the advances of his ſpecies through its va- 


rious gradations from e " civilized life, draws 
from voyages and travels, the facts from which 


he is to deduce his ah reſpecting the jo- 


cial, intellectual, and moral progreis of Man, He 
of ſees 


vi TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 
ſees ſavage life every where diverſified with a va- 
riety, which, if he reaſon fairly, muſt lead him 
to conclude, that what 18 called the ſtate of na- 
ture, is, in truth, the ſtate of a rational being 
placed in various phyſical circumſtances, which 
have contracted or expanded his faculties in va- 
rious degrees; but that * men always appear 
* among animals a diſtin and a ſuperior race; 
« that neither the poſſeſſion of ſimilar organs, 


«© nor the uſe of the hand, which nature has 
given to ſome ſpecies of apes, nor the continued 
* intercourſe with this ſovereign artiſt, have en- 


& abled any other ſpecies to blend their nature 
ce with his; that 1 in his rudeſt ſtate he is found 
40 to be above them, and in his greateſt degene- 
« racy never deſcends to their level; that he is, 
« in ſhort, a man in every condition ; and that 
« We can learn nothing of his nature from the 
* analogy of other animals.“ Every where 
adapting means to ends, and variouſly altering 


and combining thoſe means, according to his 


views and wants, Man, even when purſuing the 


- gratification of animal inſtincts, too often miſer- 


| ably depraved, ſhows himſelf to be poſſeſſed of 
nobler faculties, of liberty to chuſe among dif- 
ferent objects and expedients, and of reaſon to 


* Ferguſon on Civil Society. 
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TRANSLATOR 'S PREFACE. vii 


direct him in that choice. There is ſufficient va- 
riety in human actions to ſhow that, though Man 
acts from motives, he acts not mechanically, but 
freely ; yet ſufficient ſimilarity of conduct, in 


ſimilar circumſtances, to prove the unity of his 


nature. Hence there appears no ground what- 
ever for ſuppoſing, that any one tribe of mankind 
is naturally of an order ſuperior to the reſt, or 
has any ſhadow of right to infringe, far leſs to 
abrogate, the common claims of humanity. Phi- 


loſophers ſhould not forget, and the moſt reſpect- 
able modern philoſophers have not forgotten, 
that the ſavage ſtate of the moſt civilized nations 


now ein Europe, is a ſubject within the pale of 
authentic hiſtory, and that the privation of iron 
alone, would ſoon reduce them nearly to the bar- 


barous ſtate, from which, by a train of favourable 
events, their forefathers emerged ſome centuries 
ago. If the limits of a preface would allow 1s 


to purſue the reflections 1 uggeſted by the different 


views of ſavage life, preſented by this and various 
other ſcientific voyages, it would be eaſy to ſhow, 


that the boaſted refinement of Europe entirely 


depends on a few happy diſcoveries, which are 
become ſo familiar to us, that we are apt to ſup- 
poſe the inhabitants of theſe parts of the world 
to have been always poſſeſſed of them; diſcove- 
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ries 10 unaccountable, and ſo remote from any 
experiments which uncivilized tribes can be fup- 


poſed to have made, that we cannot do better 


than acknowledge them among the many pre- 
cious gifts of an indulgent Providence. 

Having mentioned Providence, a word not 
very common in ſome of our modern voyages, 
we are tempted to add a conſideration which has 
often occurred to our minds, in contemplating 


the probable iſſue of that zeal for diſcovering and 


correſponding with diſtant regions, which has 
long animated the maritime powers of Europe. 
Without obtruding our own ſentiments on the 
reader, we may be permitted to atk, Whether 


| appearances do not juſtify a conjecture, that the 


Great Arbiter of the deſtinies of nations may ren- 
der that zeal ſubſervient to the moral and intel- 
lectual, not to ay the religious, improvement, 
and the conſequent happineſs, of our whole ſpe- 
cies? or, Whether, as has hitherto generally hap- 


pened, the advantages of civilization may not, in 


the progreſs of events, be transferred from the Eu- 


ropeans, Who have but too little prized them, 


to thoſe remote countries which they have been 
ſo diligently exploring? If ſo, the period may 


arrive, when New Zealand may produce her 


Lockes, her Newtons, and her Monteiquieus ; 


and 
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TRANSLATOR S PREFACE IX 


and when great nations in the immenſe region 


of New Holland, may ſend their navigators, phi- 
loſophers, and antiquaries, to contemplate the 
ruins of ancient London and Paris, and to trace 


the languid remains | of the arts and ſciences in 
this quarter of the globe. Who can tell, whe- 


ther the rudiments of ſome great future empire 


may not already exiſt at Botany Bay ? 


But, not to detain the reader with ſuch general 
reflections, which, however, open intereſting 
views to contemplative minds, we proceed to ay 


a few words of the work now preſented to the 
Public. And here we need to do httle more than 


refer to the learned and ingenious Author's in- 
troduction to his own work. The reader will 
immediately perceive that, if it has been tolerably 
executed, it muſt form a valuable Supplement 
to the Voyage* of the unfortunate La Pcrouſe— 
ſo valuable indeed, that it may fairly be queſtion- 
ed, whether that work can be conſidered as per- 
fect without it. | 

Oft the execution of the work, the reader muſt 


* Printed for Stockdale, London, in two large vols. 8vo. 


with fifty-one fine Plates. It muſt be obſerved, that this is 
the only edition to which are annexed the. interetting 
Travels of De Leſſeps, over the Continent, from Kaint- 


— "—_ / yo /* PN 
ſchatka, with Pérouſc's diſpatches. 
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form his own judgment. He will perhaps agree 
with us, that the Author writes with the modeſty 
and perſpicuity which become a philoſopher, 
who all along recollects that he 1s compoling a 
narrative, and not a declamation. He has, in our 
opinion, with great taſte and judgment, gene- 
rally abſtained rom thoſe rhetorical flouriſhes, 
which give an air of bombaſt to too many of the 
works of his countrymen, even when treating of 
ſubjects which demand accuracy rather than or- 
nament. Moſt of his reflections are pertinent 
and juſt, and not ſo far purſued as to deprive the 
reader of an opportunity of exerciſing his 1 inge- 
nuity by extending them farther. 
This chaſte and unaffected manner of writing 
may be conſidered as an internal mark of the 
fidelity of his narrative. He had no weak or de- 
formed parts to conceal with flowery verbiage, 
and therefore he rejected its meretricious aid. As 
another, and a {till ſtronger proof of our Author's 
fidelity, we may mention his occaſional cenſure 
of the conduct of Officers, not excepting the 
Commander in Chief himſelf, when their con- 
duct happened not to appear quite deſerving of 
that general approbation, which he ſeems willing 
to beſtow. A man muſt be very conſcious of 
having honeſtly executed his own miſſion, and of 
| faithfully 
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TRANSLATOR S PREFACE, Xl 


faithfully deſcribing the objects of it, when he 
ſcruples not to expreſs publicly his diſapprobation 
of the conduct of Officers of talents and diſtinc- 
tion, engaged in the higher * of the 
ſame great undertaking. 

In tranſlating the work, the object aimed at 
was to render it ſo literally as never to depart from 
the meaning of the Author; yet ſo freely as not 
merely to clothe his French idiom with Engliſh 
words. The tranſlation of ſuch a work ſhould, 
in our opinion, be frec without licence, and literal | 
without ſervility. 

Some readers would, no doubt, have willingly 
diſpenſed with a great number of the nautical re- 
marks, and with all the bearings and diſtances; 
but thoſe particulars were plainly ſo important 
to navigators, that they could not, on any account, 
be omitted. Nor, indeed, has a fingle ſentence 
of the original, been retrenched in the tranſla- 
tion, except two paſſages, which would have 
been juſtly conſidered as indelicate by moſt Eng- 
liſn rcaders; and, for the ſame reaſon, the two 
engravings referred to in the exceptionable paſ- 
ſages, have been altered. 

The whole of the plates are given in a ſtyle 
generally not inferior to the original, which, with 


the 


xii TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 


the French work in quarto, are fold for ſix guineas, 
being thrice the price of the preſent tranſlation. 


* * In the original, the diſtances are all expreſſed in the 
new French denominations of metres, decametres, &c. and 


the Author has given a table for reducing them to toiſes. 


But, in the tranſlation, the reader has been ſpared that 
trouble, by every where inſerting the equivalent toiſes, or 


French fathoms. A toile is equal to tix French feet, or 


nearly to fix feet five inches, Englith meaſure: 2,853 toiſes 
make a geographical or nautical league, twenty of which 
make a degree of a great circle of the earth. Hence, to 
reduce toiſes to nautical leagues, divide them by 2,853, 
the quotient will be the leagues, and the remainder the odd 
toiſes. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


O intelligence had been received for three 
years reſpecting the ſhips Bouſlola and 
Aſtrolabe, commanded by M. de la Perouſe, when, 


5 early in the year 1 791, the Pariſian Society of 
Natural Hiſtory called the attention of the Con- 
ſtituent Aſſembly to the fate of that navigator, 

and his unſortunate companions. 1 


The hope of recovering at leaſt ſome wreck of 
an expedition undertaken to promote the ſciences, 


induced the Aſſembly to ſend two other ſhips to 


ſteer the ſame courſe which thoſe navigators muſt 
have purſued, after their departure from Botany 
Bay. Some of them, it was thought, might have 
eſcaped from the wreck, and might be confined 
in a deſert iſland, or thrown upon ſome coaſt in- 


habited by ſavages. Perhaps they might be drag- 


ging out life in a diſtant clime, with their longing 
eyes continually fixed upon the fea, anxiouſly 


looking for that relief which they had a right to 
expect from their country. 


On the th of February 1791, the following 


decree was paſſed upon this ſubject: 


„The National Aſſembly having heard the 
report 
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XIV INTRODUCTION, 


report of its joint Committees of Agriculture, 
Commerce, and the Marine, decrees, 


That the King be petitioned to iſſue orders 


« to all the ambaſſadors, reſidents, conſuls, and 
agents of the nation, to apply, in the name of 
* humanity, and of the arts and ſciences, to the 


r different Sovereigns at whoſe courts they re- 


« fide, requeſting them to charge all their navi- 


e gators and agents whatſoever, and in what 
places ſoever, but particularly in the moſt ſouth- 


« exly parts of the South Sea, to ſearch diligently | 


« for the two French irigates, the Bouſſole and 


* the Aſtrolabe, commanded by M. de la Péẽ- 
* rouſe, as alſo for their ſhips companies, and to 
make every inquiry which has a tendency to 


« aſcertain their exiſtence or their ſhipwreck ; in 
* order that, if M. de la Perouſe and his compa- 
« mions ſhould be found or met with, in any place 
«© whatſoever, they may give them every aſſiſt- 
* ance, and procure them all. the means neceſſary 
for their return into their own country, and for 
« bringing with them all the property of which 


* they may be poſſeſſed ; and the National Aſ—- 


« ſembly engages to indemnity, and even to re- 


compenſc, in proportion to the importance of 


cc the ſervice, any perſon or perfons who ſhall 
cc give aſſiſtance to thoſe navigators, ſhall procure 


« intelligence concerning them, or ſhall be inſtru- 
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mental in reſtoring to France any papers or ef: 
„ ſects whatſoever, which may belong, Or may 
© have belonged, to their expedition: 

« Decrees, farther, that the King be petitioned 
© to give orders for the fitting out of one or more 
„ ſhips, having on board men of ſcience, na- 
« turaliſts, and draughtſmen, and to charge the 
« commanders of the expedition with the twot 

« fold miſſion of ſearching for M. de la Perouſe, 
ce agreeable to the documents, inſtructions, and 
1 orders which ſhall be delivered to them, and of 
cc making inquiries relative to the ſciences and to 
commerce, taking every meaſure to render this 
[4 expedition uſeful and advantageous to naviga- 
e tion, geography, commerce, and the arts and 
« ſciences, independently of their ſearch for M. 
*« dela Perouſe, and even after having found him, 
or obtained intelligence concerning him.” 
Compared with the original, by us the Preſi- 
dent and Sceretaries of the National Aſſem- 
bly, at Paris, this 24th day of Feb. 1791. 
(Signed) DueorT, Preſident. 
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From my earlieſt years, I had devoted myſelf 


to the ſcience of natural hiſtory; and, being per- 
ſuaded, 
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ſuaded, that it is in the great book of Nature; 
that we ought to ſtudy ber productions, and 
form a juſt idea of her phoenomena, when I had 
finiſhed my medical courſe, I took a journey into 
England, which was immediately followed by 
another into the Alps, where the different tem- 

peratures of a mountainous region preſent us with 
a prodigious varicty of objects. 


I next viſited a part of Aſia Minor, where I re- 


ſided two years, in order that I might examine 


thoſe plants, of which the Greek and Arabian 
phyſicians have left us very imperfect deſcrip- 


tions; and I had the ſatisfaction of bringing from 
that country very important collections. 


Soon after my return from this laſt tour, the 
National Aſſembly decreed the equipment of two 
ſhips, in order to attempt to recover at leaſt a 


part of the wreck of the ſhips commanded by La 


Perouſe. 

It was an honourable diſtinction to be of the 
number of thoſe, whoſe duty 1t was to make every 
poſſible ſearch, which could contribute to reſtore 


to their country, men who had rendered her ſuch 
ſervices. 


That voyage was, in other reſpects, very tempt- 


ing to a naturaliſt. Countries newly diſcovered 


might be expected to increaſe our knowledgagyith 
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new productions, which might contribute to the 
advancement of the arts and ſciences. 

My paſſion for voyages had hitherto increaſed, 
and three months ſpent in navigating the Medi- 
terranean, when I went to Aſia Minor, had given 


me ſome experience of a long voyage. Hence! 
ſeized with avidity this opportunity of tray Frong 


the South Seas. h 
If the gratification of this paſſion . Muy 


coſts us trouble, the varied products of a newly 
diſcovered region amply compenſate us for all the 


ſufferings unavoidable in long voyages. 

J was appointed by the Government to make, 
in the capacity of naturaliſt; the voyage of which 
I am about to give an account. 

My Journal, which was kept with care during 
the whole courſe of the voyage, contained many 
nautical obſervations ; but I ought to obſerve, 
that that part of my work would have been very 
incomplete, without the auxiliary labour beſtowed 
upon it by Citizen Legrand, one of the beſt 
officers of our expedition. 

I take this opportunity of teſtity1 ying my grate- 
ful remembrance of that {kilful mariner, whoſe 
loſs in the preſent war is a ſubject of regret. 

When I was leaving Batavia, in order to pro- 
ceed to the Iſle of France, Citizen Piron, draughtſ- 
man to the expedition, begged my acceptance of 

1 B duplicates 
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duplicates of his drawings of the drefſes of the 9 
natives, which he had made in the courſe of the 


voyage. I do not heſitate to aſſure my readers, 
that thoſe works of his pencil are ſtriking like- 
neſſes. 

I have 5 to report, in the moſt exact 
manner, the facts which I witneſſed during this 2 
painful voyage, acroſs ſeas abounding with rocks, "2 
and among ſavages, againſt whom It was neceſ- 

ſary to exert continual vigilance. 

General Dentrecaſteaux received the command 1 
of the expedition. That officer requeſted from 9 
the Government two ſhips of about five hundred I 
tons burden. Their bottoms were ſheathed with —  ® 
wood, and then filled with ſcupper nails. It was * 
not apprehended that this mode would diminiſh ] 
their velocity, and it was thought that it would 2 
add to the ſolidity of their conſtruction. It is, A 
however, acknowledged that ſhips ſheathed and 2 
| bottomed with copper may be conſtructed with 
equal ſolidity, and that they have greatly the 
advantage in point of failing. Thoſe ſhips re- 
ceived names analogous to the object of the en- 
terprize. That in which General Dentrecaſteaux 
embarked, was called the Recherche (Reſearch), 
and the other, commanded by Captain Huon 
Kermadec, received the name of the Eſperance 
(the Hope). 

| The 
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The Recherche had on board one hundred and 
thirteen men at the time of her departure: : the 
Eſperance only one hundred and ſix. 


1 ON BOARD OF THE RECUERCHE,* 
Principal Officers. 

Bruny Dentrecaſteaux, Commander of the Expedition, 
Doribeau, Lieutenant, 

Roſſel, ditto, 

Cretin, ditto, | 

Saint Aignan, ditto, | p 
Singler Dewelle ditto, 
Willaumez ſenior, Enſign, 

Longuerue, Eleve, 

Achard Bonvouloir, ditto, 

Dumerite, Volunteer, 

Renard, Surgeon, 

Hiacinthe Boideliot, Surgeon' $ Mate. 
Letrand, Aſtronomer, 

Labillardiere, Naturaliſt, 

Deſchamps, ditto, 
Louis Ventenat, ditto, acting as Chaplain, 
Beautems Beaupre, Geographical Engineer, 
Piron, Draughtſman, | 
Lahaie, Gardener. 


Warrant and Petty Officers — 2 8 
3 __ Gunners and Soldiers „ 
15 . I | Carpe nters | — W _ _ — 3 
.Y Caulkers - - - 5 
1 | 


The name of every individual on board both the ſhips is inſerted in 


'M the original; but it ſeems unneceſſary to retain any names in this tranſla. 
__ tion but thoſe of the officers and men of ſcience, who, if we may ule the 
i expreſſion, are the chief dramatis perſonæ, and ſeveral of them come for. 


= ward, in their reſpective capacities, in the courſe of the work. Tra flator. 
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Sail-makers - — — 8 
Pilots 3 — — DS — 
Armour er 8 © 
Blackſmith tt : 
Sailors « = — 4 4 
Young Sailors 8 
Boys - 5 i : Ty 
Cook, Baker, &c. 1 — 5 
Domeſties. yy” "Fr 


ON BOARD THE ESPERANCE. 


Principal Officers. 
Huon Kermadec, Captain, 
Trobiant, Lieutenant, 
Laſſeny, ditto, 
Lagrandiere, ditto, 


Luſancay, ditto, 


Lamotte Dupertail, ditto, 
Legrand, Enſign, 
Laignel, ditto, 

Jurieu, Volunteer, 
Boyne, Eleve, 


Jouanet, Surgeon, 


Gauffre, Surgeon's Mate. 
Pierſon, Aſtronomer, acting as Chaplain, 
Riche, Naturaliſt, 


lavier, ditto, 


Jouveney, Geographical . 
Ely, Draughtſman. 


Warrant and Petty Officers - - 
Armourers £ : & 
Gunners and Marines „„ 


Carpenters 5 — . 


Blackſmith. — he; 


Caulkers - ; - — 
Sail- makers - . - 


Pllots . — R = 
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5 Sailors 5 — - = - 36 
0 Boys - Wi 8 8 e 
b | | Cook, Baker, &c. Wd, - "£ - 5 
| Domeztics - - - ö <8 - 


Tt is melancholy to add, that of two hundred 
and nineteen people, ninety- nine had died before 
Y my arrival in the Ifle of France. But it muſt be 
obſerved, that we loſt but few people in the 

courſe of our voyage, and that the dreadful mor- 
tality which we experienced was owing to our 


long — in the iſland of Java. 
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XXVIII. Double Canoe of the Fr iendly- Illands— 5 face the Title, 


Vol. II. 
For the d+ſerIption ſee page 97, vol. ii. 
XXIX. Toubou, Son of the King of the Friendly-iſlands 
3 an Inhabitant of Fidgi 1 
XXX. Woman of Tongatabou—Woman of Amboyna 
XXXI. Effects of the Inhabitants of the Friendly-iſlands 
Fig. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 6 and 7. Baſkets of dif- 
ferent Forms Fig. 8. An earthen Veſſel, in- 
cloſed in a Net, with large Meſhes made of the 
Filaments of the Cocoa-nut—Fig. 9. A wooden 
Veſſel in which they prepare Kava—Fig. 10, 
11 and 12, Cups out of which they drink 
Kava—Fig. 13. A ſpoon cut out of a Shell— 
Fig 14. The Fruit of the Melodinus ſcandens, in 
which the Women keep the Oil for anointing 
different Parts of their Bodies - . 
XXXII. Continuation of the Effects of the Inhabitants of 
the Friendly-iſlands Fig. 15. An Apron made 
of the Filaments of the Cocoa-nut—Fig. 16, 
17, 18 and 19. Different Sorts of Necklaces 
Fig. 20. Ornament for the Head Fig. 21. A 
comb Fig. 22. A groteſque Figure of Bone 
— Many of the Inhabitants wear them ſuſ- 
pended to the Neck, as alſo a Bit of Bone, 
which is a bad Repreſentation of a Bird, hung 
to the Necklace, No 19—Fig. 23. The Tooth 
of a Shark, fixed tothe End of a wooden Handle, 
and 
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LIST OF PLATES. 


and whichis uſed in carving different Works— 


Fig. 24. A Raſp, made of the Skin of the Ray- 


fiſh, faſtenedon a Piece of Wood—Fig.'25 and 
26. Calcareous Stones which the Inhabitants 
tie to Lines, with which they fiſh at great 
Depths—Fig. 27, 28and 29. Fiſh-hooks—Fig. 
30. A wooden Hook, with four Branches, under 
a wooden Plate—Fig. 31. The wooden Plate 
XXXIII. Continuation of the Effects of the Inhabitants 


of the Friendly-iflands—Fig. 32. A fly flap 


made of the Filaments of the Cocoa-nut— 


Fig. 33. A Fan made of the Leaf of a Species 


of Palm, called corypha umbraculifera—Fig. 34 
and 35. Wooden Pillows—Fig. 36. A Club 
for breaking the Head—Fig. 37, 38 and 39. 
Clubs—Fig. 40. A Kind of Bone Cutlaſs— 


Fig. 41. A Kind of Bone Sabre — 
XXXIV. Woman of the Iſland of Beaupre Man of the 
Ifland of Beaupre -  - 5 


XXXV. Native of New Caledonia throwing a Javelin 

XXXVI. A Woman of New C: aledonia 8 
XXXVII. Effects of the Natives of New Caledonia 
Pig. 1. A wooden Maſk —Fig 2 and 3. A 
Bonnet Fig. 4. A Necklace Fig 5 and 6. 
Bracelets Fig. 7, 8 and 9. Combs—Fig. 

r, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15. Clubs 

XXXVIII. Continuation of the Effects of the Inhabitants 
of New Caledonia—Fig. 16. A Bag to con- 
_ tain the oval Stones, which the Inhabitants 
throw with their Shngs—Fig. 17. The 
Sling—Fig. 18. The Stone—Fig. 19. The 
Nbouet, an Inftrument with which the Sa- 
vages of New Caledonia cut the Fleſh of their 
Enemies, which they divide among them 


after a Battle Fig. 20, Two human Arm— 
bones, tapered and well poliſhed, intended 
for tearing out the Inteſtines of the unfor- 

tunate 
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10 xxl LIST OF PLATES. 
"Mi tunate Victims which thoſe People devour Page * 
. —Fig. 21. A Hatchet of ſerpentine Stone 1 
N fixed in a wooden Handle—Fig. 22, 23. | FJ 
% ? : Fiſh-hooks—Fig. 24. A Baſket—Fig. 25. A f 3 
Ai Spear of the Natives of the Admiralty- 3 
"* ] iflands, pointed with a Piece of volcanic | C 
f glaſs— Fig. 26. A Flute of the Natives of AM 
1. Louiſiada Fig. 27. A Necklace of the Na- 9 
* tives of Louiſiada—Fig. 28, 29 and 30. 3Z 
55 Huts of the Savages of New Caledonia 5 194 
"I . XXXIX. Magpie of New Caledonia - 5 
| F Ep XL. Dracophyllum verticillatum ET - 220 
| 1 XII. Antholoma montana - - #46 
16 XIII. View of the Iſland of Bourou, taken from the Road 306 
1 XLIV. Canoe of the Arſacides = — 333 
. Ni XLV. Double Canoe of New Caledonia - ö 193 
Ns XLVI. Catimarron of Van Diemen's Land—Canoe « of; : 
a8 the South Sea Illand of Santa Croix - - 87 J 
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VOYAGE 


IN SEARCH OF 


LA PEROUSE. 
: 


C U AP. I. 
Departure from Bre A, rival at St. EY in the 


neriffe—Refuſcitation of a Sailor who had been 
drowned-—-Some daring Robbers carry off his 


Clothes — Two of our Naturalifts are attacked with 


a Spitting of Blood, which obliges them to give 
up their Defign of Proceeding to the Summit of 


the Peak—FEngliſh Veſſels in the Road of St. 


Croix Diſferent Reſults from the Obſervations 
made in Order to determine the Variations of the 
Needle—New Eruption of a Volcano to the South 
30 of the Peak. 


AUGUST, 1791. 

| HE equipment of the two veſſels appointed 
for the voyage which we were about to un- 

rtake being already in a ſtate of great forward- 

fs, towards the cloſe of the month of Auguſt, 

received orders from General Dentrecaſteaux 


repair to Breſt. I had the pleaſure of travelling 


ther in the company of three perſons engaged | 


Vor. 7 0 in 


and of Teneriffe—Journey to the Peak of Te- 
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© Wh VOYAGE IN SEARCH [1791. 


in the ſame expedition, namely, the Citizens 
Riche, Beaupre, and Pierſon. 

We arrived at Breſt on the 10th of September. 
Some of the fineſt ſhips in the French navy, ſuch 


. as the Majeſtueux, the Etats de Bourgogne, the 


America, &c. were then in the harbour. 
While our aſtronomers were engaged in mak- 


ing the obſervations neeeſſary for determining the 


movements of our time- Keepers, thoſe who de- 
ſigned to make Natural Hiſtory the principal ob- 


ject of their attention were employed in furniſh- 


ing themſelves with all the requiſites for pre- 


paring the collections, which they purpoſed to 
make in the unknown countries we were about 
to viſit. | 

As it was my intention to devote myſelf chiefly 
to the obſervation of the vegetable kingdom, 1 


ſtood in need of a great quantity of paper, and 


wiſhed to provide myſelf with ſome of a very 
large ſize. It was, however, not without great 
difficulty that I was able to procure twenty-two 
reams; almoſt all that remained in the ware- 


houſes having been minly appropriated to the ww. 


vice of the artillery. 

1 employed a part of the time that I had at my 
own diſpoſal in examining the botanical garden, 
which 1s kept in very good order. There is alſo, 
in this place, a ſmall cabinet of natural hiſtory, 
which 
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SppT.] OF LA PEROUSE. 35 
which contains ſeveral anatomical preparations 


preſented to it by Lieben Joannet, ſurgeon of the 
Eſperance. 


The muſter of our crews took place in the 
harbour on the 21ſt of September. 


The veſſels went into the road- ſtead on the 


35th. There were then no foreign _ there, 
and very few French. 

Me were very heavily laden, ſo that when we 

ſet fail our draught was thirteen feet nine inches 

at the ſtern, and twelve feet ten inches at the 

| head. 


There were on board the Redticrchs': : 6 eight 
pounders; 2 carronades of thirty-ſix ; 6 pedere- 
roes of half a pound ; 12 pedereroes of {ix ounces; 


45 muſkets ; 35 piſtols; 50 ſabres: 30 battle- 


axes, and 10 eſpingoles. 
The Eſperance Was provided with nearly the 
ſame means of defence, which were ſufficient to 


ſecure us againſt any violence that might be at- 
tempted by ſavages. 


Both veſſels were furniſhed with a great "FS 


of commodities intended to be diſtributed amongſt 
the natives of the South-ſeas. Iron tools, and 


ſtuffs of different colours, eſpecially red, formed 


the baſis of our bartering ſtock. 


C7. We 


Each of the veſſels was ſtored with proviſions 
ſufficient for the conſumption of eighteen months. 
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We now only waited for a favourable wind to ſet 
ſail. A pretty freſh breeze ſpringing up from the 
eaſt, enabled us to get under way about one o'clock 
in the afternoon of the 28th of September. Soon 
after we had left the roads, we diſcovered two 
ſailors and a cabin-boy, who being very deſirous 
of going on this expedition, and having been diſ- 
appointed in their with to be included in our 
crew, had concealed themſelves in the ſhip. As 
we had ſcarcely room ſufficient for the men al- 
ready on board, our Commander gave orders to 
tack about and make for the roads of Bertheaume, 
where our thr#e unbidden gueſts were ſet on 
ſhore. 
The Eſperance, having met with no "RY in- 
terruption, had got conſiderably a-head of us, but 
ve came up with her before night, as our veſſel 
was a much better failer. | 
At taking our departure at fix in the evening, 
we found our Place to be 48” 13” N. lat. 7 7215 E. 
long. 
We ſet the oueſſant at N. 20 W. of the compals. 
The bec de la chevre at S. E. 4% E. 
The bec du raz at S. 2* E. 
Point Mathieu was then at the diſtance of 
2,565 toiſes. 
We now ſteered our courſe E. N. E. till to- 
wards midnight, when we directed it right eaſt. 
| On 
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On the 29th, our Commander Dentrecaſteaux 
was informed, by diſpatches which he had orders 
not to open before we were in the main ſea, that 
Major Huon Kermandec, Commander of the Eſ- 
perance, was advanced to the rank of poſt-cap- 
tain {capitaine de vaiſſeau ), and himſelf to that of 
rear-admiral ¶contre-amiral). This intelligence 
vas immediately conveyed by the ſpeaking-trum- 
pet to the Eſperance, and our flags were hoiſted 
with the diſtinctive enſigns of the rank conferred 
upon the Commander. 

We again diſcovered two marines, and a cabin- 
boy, who were not inrolled among our crew, and 
had kept themſelves till now concealed in t the 
ſhip. As we were already too far from the land 
to ſet them on ſhore, the Commander permitted 

them to accompany us on our expedition. 
Having made ſeveral ſea-voyages before the 
preſent, I had flattered myſelf that I was too 
ſeaſoned a ſailor to be any more incommoded by 
the motion of the veſſel; but I found that I had 
already entirely loſt this qualification, for I was 
ſea-fick during the firſt three days after our failing 
from Breſt. I have had frequent opportunities 
in the courſe of this voyage of remarking, that 
a very ſhort ſtay upon ſhore is ſufficient to ren- 
der me anew ſuſceptible of ſickneſs from the mo- 
C3 tion 
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tion of the veſſel; for whenever we have put out 
to ſea, after having lain a ſhort time at anchor, 
I have always been diſordered for two or three 


days as much as I was after our departure from 


Breſt. The ſailors adviſe one, in theſe caſes, to 
endeavour to cat, notwithſtanding the loathing ot 


food that always accompanies this diſorder. But 


this piece of advice it is very difficult to follow; 
for befides the pain produced. by the action of 
ſwallowing, the preſence of food in the ſtomach 
| increaſes the nauſea, and the vomiting that ſu- 
: pervenes is ſtill more diſtreſſing. 
Diluting liquors, taken in ſmall quantities at a 
time, ſo as not to burden the ſtomach, have always 


afforded me the moſt relief. Lukewarm water, 
ſlightly ſweetened with ſugar, 3 is the drink which 


I have generally uſed, as it is the eaſieſt to be 


procured at ſea. 

We had, however, ſeveral perſons on board, 
who, though they had never been at ſea before, 
experienced not the ſmalleſt inconvenience from 


the toſſing of the ſhip. Such a conſtitution is 


very deſirable for thoſe who undertake long voy- 
ages; for it is impoſſible to deſcribe the diſagree- 


able ſenſations that attend this ſpaſmodic affec- 
tion, which, as it operates upon every part of the 
frame, produces ſuch a general depreſſion of its 


powers, 
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powers, that life would be inſupportable, were it 
not for the hope of a ſpeedy termination of the 
diſorder. 

From the day of our ſetting fail, to the 5th of 
October, we had flight breezes, that varied be- 
| tween the north and eaſt points of the compals. 
From that time to our arrival at Teneriffe, they 


blew pretty treſh, varying between the north and 
_ north-eaſt. This alteration in the ſtate of the 


wind gave us no ſmall uneaſineſs, as in our ſitua- 
tion it might become productive of the moſt 
fatal conſequences. Lumbered as we were in 
every part of the veſſel, and drawing conſiderably 
above the load-water line, we ran the riſk of 
being overſet by a ſudden {quall : beſides, the 
ſtowage had been very negligently performed. In 
this diſorderly ſtate we had ſailed from France, 
although the expedition had been decreed by the 
National Aſſembly almoſt right months before it 

took place. 
On the 11th of October, about fifty- "five minutes 
after ten o'clock, we obſerved an eclipſe of the 
moon. The obſervations that can be taken at ſea, 
lead to no very accurate refults, Citizen Wil- 
laumez, however, concluded, from one which he 
took, that we were now in the longitude of 
18% 19/ 45” W. On the 12th, about eight in the 
C4 morning. 
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morning, the Eſperance intimated to us by a ſig- 
nal, that land was eſpied. 
Towards noon we reckoned ourſclyes to be at 
1 the diſtance of about 7 1, 800 toiſes from the peak 
j of Teneriffe, which bore S. E. S. raking its head 
majeſtically above the clouds. 
At the cloſe of the evening we were not more 
than about 10,260 toiſes diſtant from the north- 
; _ eaſt point of the iſland. We ſhifted with the 
1 fore and main top-ſails every three hours, whilſt 
| we expected the dawn. As ſoon as it appeared, 
we made towards the iſland, coaſting alon 8 at the 
„ diſtance of 500 toiſes. 5 
About half an hour after nine in the morning, 
we caſt anchor in the road of St. Croix, in a 
muddy bottom of black ſand, about fifteen toiſes 
in depth. | 
The French Conſul, Citizen F tate wait- 
| ed immediately upon our Commander, with an 
| 


offer of his ſervices in furniſhing us with what- 


ever we might want for the proſecution of our 
expedition. 
I went on ſhore in the afternoon, to take a 
view of the environs of the town. Although the 
ſeaſon was conſiderably advanced, the reflection 
of the rays of the ſun from the volcanic ſtones, 
produced a degree of heat that was the. more op- 
preſſive as the air was perfectly calm. 


J ob- 
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I obſerved among the plants that grow in the 
3 neighbourhood of St. Croix, a woody ſpecies of 
balm, known by botaniſts under the name of 
; meliſſa fruticaſa, allo the ſacchiarum teneriffe, the 
| J cCacaliu kleinia, the datura metel, the chryjanthemum 
fruteſcens, &c. Some of the gardens were orna- 
mented with-the beautiful tree termed poinciaua 
 pulcherrima. 


In the evening, Citizen Ely, being ſtruck with 
the groteſque appearance of ſome of the women 
in the town, who, even during the greateſt heat 
of the ſeaſon, wear long cloaks of very coarſe 

| woollen ſtuffs, was employed in drawing a ſketch 
of one of them, when he was ſuddenly inter- 
rupted by a ſentinel, who imagined him to be 

taking a plan of the harbour. - It was in vain that 
he attempted to explain to him what his draught 
was intended to repreſent : the ſoldier would not 
ſuffer him to finiſh it. 

As we had anchored too cloſe to another ſmall 

veſſel, we caſt an anchor in the afternoon nearer 
to the ſhore, by which we kept ourſelyes at a 
convenient diſtance. 


The bearings We took at thas place * us the 
following reſults: 


The redoubt on the north fide of the town, 
N. N. E. 4% E. 
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The great tower ſituated about the middle of 
the town, E. S. E. | 
At ſun-riſecach of the forts returned our ſalute 
, of nine guns with an equal number. On the 
noon of the preceding day, we had ſaluted the 
town with fifteen, as 1t returned us gun for gun. 
A packet- boat from Spain caſt anchor to-day 
in the road-ſtead. | : 
We had agreed to take a journey to the peak —_— 
on the morrow, and ſubſequently to viſit the | 
other high mountains of the iſland in ſucceſſion. | 
The French Conſul very obligingly did all that 2 
was.in his power, to facilitate the execution of 
our deſign, and gave us letters of recommendation T 
to M. de Cologant, a very reſpectable merchant, Y 
reſident at Orotava. 5 3H 
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About four o'clock the next morning, our party 
| aſſembled upon the Mole to the number of eight; 1 
namely, Develle, one of the officers of our ſhip, 9 
Piron, Deſchamps, Lahaye, and myſelf, with three 
ſervants, one of whom underſtood the Spaniſh 
| language, and ſerved as our interpreter, We 
1 found the mules that were to carry us at the 
ſca- ſide; but it was more than an hour before we _ 
could ſet out upon our journey, it being no eaſy A 
matter to aſſemble our guides, ſome of whom, 
knowing that we could not ſet off wikhout them, 
} 8 made 
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7 


made no ſcruple of letting us wait till they choſe 
to make their appearance. When they had ar- 
rived we thought we ſhould be able immediately 
to proceed, but we were obliged to expoſtulate 
with them a long time, before they could be in- 
duced to carry the ſmall ſtock of neceſſaries that 
we took with us upon our expedition. 1 

The reader will recollect that our ſhips were ſo 
gent ſtored with proviſions, that one might 
have thought we were going to ſail to ſome de- 
ſert country. Roſſel, who had the charge of the 
officers table, had given orders to the cook to : 


ſend us an excellent ſalmon-pie for our journey. 


I ſhould not have mentioned ſo trivial a circum- 
ſtance, had it not been for the ſake of the con- 
traſt which it affords with the worm-eaten biſ- 


cuits and cheeſe, that were our uſual regale whilſt 


we remained on ſhore, 1 in the ſubſequent part of 
our expedition. 


Monſ. de Cologant having been informed by 


the French Conſul of our intended journey, in- 
vited us to come to his houſe at the harbour of 


Orotava. This port, which is not more than 
about 15,390 toiſes diſtant from St. Croix, is a 
yery convenient baiting-place tor thoſe who viſit 
the peak; it being ſituated at the foot of the 
neareſt mountains of the chain to which | it be- 
longs, 

We 


the ſecond decade of my deſcription of the plants 
| of 
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We were three hours before we arrived at La- 


guna. This town is only 5,130 toiſes diſtant from 


St. Croix ; but the road thither 1s very fatiguing, 


as it aſcends for the greater part of the way. The 


place is meanly built, and very thinly inhabited. 


We were informed that at leaſt one half of its 


inhabitants conſiſts of monks. 


On our way to Laguna we paſſed over ſome 
| barren mountains, which were covered with a 


varicty of plants of a luxurious growth. Amongſt 


others we noticed the enphorbia canarienfis, the 
enphorbia dendroides, the eacalia Rleimia, the cachis 


epuntia, &c. Theſe plants, as they derive their 


nourtſhment almoſt entirely from the atmoſphere, | 


thrive very well in ſpite of the ſterility of the 
abrupt precipices on which they grow. When 


we deſcended into the {mall plain on which the 
town ſtands, we remarked that the mould pro- 
duced from the corruption of the vegetables, and 


waſhed down from the ſurrounding mountains by 
the rain, anſwers a very uſeful purpoſe in fertiliz- 


ing this little ſpot of ground, ſo that it yields 


abundance of corn, Indian wheat, mullet, and 
other eſculent plants. : 
1 here obſerved a ſpecies of the periploca, which 


I had formerly diſcovered during my travels in 


the Levant. I have given an account of it in 


So I : 8 N E 9 
. * A 2 . CE oy — 
3 * f * 2 2 1 


320 


** A . 


4 * * r © EY n 9 A * 
NN 5 2 43% ö . — * 9 I . & 7 MD * 7 F © 


4 5 


. eds 5 os 8 8 
r F ot S1 04 
A a os os $2 59 FILE 


Oer. ] OF LA PEROUSE. 45 


of Syria, under the appellation of periploca anguſ 


tifolia. Citizen Desfontaines has likewiſe col- 


lected ſome of the ſame ſpecies _ the coaſts of 


Barbary. 


All the ſtones that we had hitherto Gm in 
theſe regions appeared to have undergone the ac- 
tion of fire. As the mountains of this chain that 


are of the mean elevation conſiſt of large maſſes, 


that after being fuſed muſt have retained a great 


degree of heat for a conſiderable length of time; 


[ expected to find the lavas very compact in their 


texture. My conjecure was confirmed. Their 
grain is very fine, and their colour for the moſt 
part a deep brown. 

Surrounded with theſe volcanic. remains, We 
found the heat very oppreſſive, which appeared 
to incommode our guides much more than our- 
ſelves ; ſo that they exerted all their powers of 


_ perſuaſion in order to prevail upon us to make halt 


during the day, and only travel in the night-time 


They probably imagined that our ſole aim was to 
fee the ſummit of the peak, and ſeveral of our 


company would have had no very great objections 
againſt our journey being conducted upon that 
plan. But it is eaſy to ſuppoſe that ſuch a noc- 
turnal ramble could not promiſe much advantage 


to thoſe whoſe object of purſuit Was the {tudy of 


natural hiſtory. 
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The inhabitants of the illand are beſet with 
religious prejudices from their earlieſt infancy. 
The children came running out of their habita- 
tions to enquire if we were of their religion ; and 
we contented ourſelves with commiſerating the 
unfortunate beings, upon whom monkiſh bigotry | 
and intolerance excrt with unbounded rigour 


their pernicious ſway. 

Moſt of the garden-walls in the country be- 
yond Laguna, are ornamented with the beauti- 
ful plant called 7r:c/homanes canarienſe. 

As we approached Orotava, our road led us 
down a very gentle declivity. We ſaw no more 
ſuch barren mountains as in the vicinity of St. 
Croix, where the luxuriance of the vegetable king- 
dom is only an indication of the ſterility of the 
foil ; but verdant banks covered with vineyards, 
the produce of which conſtitutes the chief wealth 
of the iſland. The ſhrub termed "gs Jervamora 
grows here in low ſituations. 


At five o'clock in the evening we arrived at 
Orotava, where we were received by M. de Co- 
logant, in the moſt hoſpitable manner. 

Two veſſels, an Engliſh and a Dutch, were 
then at anclior in the road-ſtead, in order to take 
in a cargo of wine. The landing-place here is 
much more difficult of acceſs than that at St. 

Croix, 


* 
INF 
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Croix, on Wien account this deb is ;lefs fre- 
quented. 

M. de Cologant' s wine-vaults were an object 
well worthy of our attention; as the wines of the 
iſland are the principal commodity in which this 
opulent merchant trades. 


Amongſt the different kinds of wine which 


they contain, there are two ſorts that have quali- 

ties very diſtinct from each other; namely, the 
ſack, or dry wine, and that which is commonly 
known by the name of malmſey. In the prepa- 
ration of the latter, care is taken to concentrate 
its ſaccharine principle as much as poffible. 

The price of the beſt wine was then 120 piaſtres 
per pipe, and that of the inferior ſort 60 piaſtres. 
It is neceſſary however to remark, that There ſpeak 
only of the price at which it is ſold to ſtrangers ; 


for the ſame wine which they buy at 60 piaſtres 
the pipe, 18 ſold to the inhabitants of the land 


for ſix and thirty. 


When the fermentation of theſe wines has 


proceeded to a certain length, it is the cuſtom to 
mix with them a conſiderable quantity of brandy, 
which renders them ſo heady, that many perſons 


are unable to drink them, even in very moderate 
quantity, without feeling diſagreeable effects upon 


the nervous ſyſtem from this admixture. 
We were aſſured that the illand generally yields 
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thirty thouſand pipes of wine in a year. As it 
does not produce a ſufficient quantity of corn 
for the conſumption of the inhabitants, a part 
of the produce of the wines, which are ſold to 
ftrangers as Madeira wine (and indeed they differ 
very little from it in quality), is expended in the 
purchaſe of this indiſpenſably neceſſary article of 
ſuſtenance. 

Although the olive thrives very well in this 
land, it is very little cultivated. The different. 
ſpecies of the palm: tree that are to be met with 
in ſome of the gardens, are cultivated only for « cu- 
rioſity. 

We had been ed before our departure 
from St. Croix, that we ſhould find the ſummit 
of the peak already covered with ſnow. I had 
not thought it neceſſary to take a barometer with 
me at ſetting out; but I found at Orotava that 5 
had been led into a miſtake; and there I was un- 
able to procure this inſtrument of obſervation &. 

We purpoſed to proceed very early the next 
morning on our journey. But that happened to 


* We read, in the account of the Voyage of La Perouſe, 
that when the ſhip lay at anchor in the road of St. Croix, 
the mercury, in the barometer that Lamanon had taken 
with him, fell at the peak of Teneriffe to 18 inches 4 lines, 
whilſt the thermometer indicated 9% above 0, though, at 
the ſame moment of time, the harometer ſtood, at St. Croix, 
at 28 inches 3 lines, and the thermometer at 244% G 

| —_ 6 
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bea feſtival day, and our guides could not be per- 
muaded to ſet out before they had heard maſs; 
ſome of them had even heard three already: as 

for us, we waited for them with the moſt impa- 

tient ſolicitude, when our uncaſineſs was redou- - 
bled by being informed that we ought to conſi- 

der it as a very great indulgence if they would 

agree to travel at all on ſo high a teſtival. They ; 
were, however, at length ready to accompany us, 

about nine o'clock in the forenoon. 

Having left the town, we purſued a tick that 
often led us up very ſteep aſcents, from w hence 
we obſery ed enormous maſſes of mountains piled 
one upon the other, and forming a ſort of am- 
phitheatre round the baſc of the peak. On their 
brows we frequently met with level ſpots that 
ſerved us for reſting- places, where, after having 


fatigued ourſelves with climbing up the rugged 
paths, we ſtopped for a ſhort time to take breath, 
and acquire freſh courage for aſcending the higher 
mountains. 
Our guides were aſtoniſhed to obſerve that 
ſome of us choſe to go on foot, contrary to the 
cuſtom of the greater part of thoſe who make 
the tour of the peak; and inceſſantly admoniſhed 
us to ride upon the mulcs which they led along 
with them. | 
After havi ing paſſed chrough ſome "3 Want | 
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tions of vines, we found ourſelves ſurrounded 
with cheſnut-trees, which cover the moſt elevated 
Ne of theſe mountains. L 

In the clefts between the mountains, I b ed 


the polipodium vijginicum, and ſeveral ſpecies of 


the laurel that were new to me, amongſt the reſt 


the laura indica of Linnæus. 
Although we purpoſed to perform our journey 
within a ſpace of not many days, we ought to 


have provided ourſelves with a larger ſtock of 


ſhoes; for even the ſtrongeſt ſoles were ſoon 


| ground to pieces by the lava on which we walked. 


It was near noon when we arrived at the height 


of the clouds, which ſpread a thick dew over the 


bruſh-wood through which our road led us. 
One ſhould think that the abundance of rain 


which falls upon theſe heights, in conſequence of 
the natural propendity of the c atmoſphere, * muſt 


give 


* We may here remark, that when high mountains be— 
come much heated by the rays of the fun, they act as a 
kind of ſtove, by which the ſuperincumbent atmoſphere is 
elevated in conſequence of the dilatation which it undergoes. 
Hence ariſes the moiſture of the more diſtant part of the | 


atmoſphere, which, ruſhing in to ſupply the place of that 


which has been ſent into higher regions by the action of 
the heat, carries with it the clouds ſuſpended in it; as 1 
have had frequent opportunities of obſerving at Mount Liba- 
non, where this phenomenon never fails to take place about 


five o'clock in the afternoon during the heats of the month 
| ot 
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give riſe to a great number of ſprings. They 
are, nevertheleſs, very rare; as the carth is not 
ſufficiently attenuated to retain the water, which 


flltrating through the volcanic ſoil, diſcharges it- 
ſelf, for the greater part, into the ocean, without 8 


collecting into regular ſtreams. 
As ſoon as we had ſurmounted theſe thick 
clouds, we enjoyed a ſpeRacle beautiful beyond 


conception. The clouds heaped up below us ap- 


peared blended with the diſtant ocean, and con- 


cealed the iſland from our ſight. The ſky above 


us formed a vault of the moſt tranſparent azure, 
whilſt the peak appeared like an inſulated moun- 
tain placed in the midſt of a vaſt expanſe of 


waters, 


Soon after we had left the clouds beneath us, I 
obſerved a phenomenon, which I had formerly 


had occaſion to remark, during my ſtay amongſt 


the high mountains of Keſroan in Natolia. It 
was with new ſurpriſe that I ſaw the outlines of 


my figure, delineated in all the beautiful tints of 
the rainbow, upon the clouds below me, ſituated 


oppoſite to the ſun. | 
The decompoſition of the rays of the tun, by 


of Septen dar, unleſs ſome violent current of the atmo- 
ſphere ſhould happen to counteract its natural diſpoſition. 
Perhaps this may be the ſole reaſon of the attraction that 
«ppears to exiſt between mountains and clouds. 


1 contact 
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contact with the ſurfaces of bodies, affords a very 
menon. It exemplifies, upon a large ſcale, a fact 


that when the rays of the ſun are made to paſs 
through a ſmall hole in the window-ſhutter of a_ 


4 collected with a priſm and thrown upon a 
white ſheet of paper. 


wood is found here; ſo that the ſcanty fuel that 
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ſatisfactory explanation of this ſplendid pheno- 


well known to natural philoſophers; namely, 


darkened chamber, ſo as to fall upon any object 
within it, they repreſent the outlines of the object 
IN all the various colours of the rainbow, by be- 


We now had to croſs a prodigious heap of pu- 
mice-ſtones, amongſt which we obſerved very few 
vegetables, and thoſe in a very languiſhing condi- 
tion. The /partium was the only ſhrub that could 
ſupport itſelf in theſe elevated regions. It was 
very troubleſome walking upon this volcanic ſoil, 
as we ſunk into 1t up to the middle of the leg, 
We found ſome blocks of pozzolana ſparingly 


ſcattered among the pumice-carth. 

At nine o'clock in the evening we took up our 
abode for the night in the midſt of the lava. 
Some large fragments that we found, ere our 
only ſhelter againſt the eaſt wind, which blew 
with conſiderable violence. The cold was very 
intenſe at this height, where nature has not con- 
ſulted the convenience of travellers, as very little 


VE 
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we were able to collect, was not ulficient to pre- 
vent us from paſſing a very unpleatant night. 

The day at length began to dawn. We left 
ſome of our guides with their mules at the place 
where we had ſpent the night, and proceeded on 
our journey to the peak, which we were now in 
haſte to accompliſh. 

We continued, for the ſpace of an hour, to 
travel over large heaps of fragments of a greyiſh 
coloured Java, amongſt whict-ſome blocks of DOZ- 
zolana were ſcattered, as alſo huge maſſes of a 
very compact blackiſh glaſs, Which bore a great 


reſemblance to the coarſe glaſs of bottles. This 


glaſs, though formed in the vaſt crucibles of the 
mountains at the time of their combuſtion, might 
become very uſeful in the arts; for being already 
completely manufactured by the hand of nature, 
it would only require to be expoſcd to the action 
of the fire in order to fuſe it anew, and render 
it ſuſceptible of being moulded into all the forms 
that the hand of man is able to give to it. 
We arrived at the mouth of a cavern called la 
queve del ana, the orifice of which i is full four feet 
and a half in diameter. As its cavity runs for a 
length of more than ſix fect in an almoft hori- 
_ zontal direction, we were not able to reach the 
bottom otherwiſe than by deſcending into it with 
the help of a rope. We found that it contained 
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water, the ſurface of which, as was to have been 
expected at this height, was covered with icc 
about an inch and a half thick. We immediately 
made a hole in the ice, and regaled ourſelves with 
ſome excellent water. I did not feel any of thoſe 
| diſagreeable ſenſations in the throat, which I have 
ften experienced on the French Alps, from drink- 
ing the water which iſſues from the foot of the 
Glaciers; although the cold of the water in this 
cavern was one degree lower than that generally 
indicated by the water of the. Glaciers, for upon 
plunging a thermometer into it, it fell to the 
freezing point. It ſeems that the diſagrecable 
pricking ſenſation occaſioned by the water of the 
Glaciers in the internal fauces, ariſes from its be- 
ing deprived of its atmoſpherical air. 
The roof of the cavern was covered with cryſ- 
tals of ſaltpetre. 
Piron, Who had been indiſpoſed for ſeveral 
days, found himſelf ſo overcome with fatigue as 
to be unable to proceed any further. Deſchamps 
alſo choſe to remain with him at the cavern: as 
for the reſt of us, we ſet forward on our aſcent to 
the ſummit of the peax. 
Having reached its baſe, we ſaw it elevate it- 
ſelf before us in the ſhape of a cone, to a prodi- 
gious height, forming the crown of the higheit 
of theſe mountains. From this ſpot our view 
; | extended 
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extended over all the reſt of the mountains, which 
ſeemed to form ſo many gradations, that muſt firſt 
be ſurmounted before we can arrive at this com- 
manding eminence. 

At the place called La Ramblette, nated on 


the north- eaſt fide of the peak, our curioſity was 
excited by ſome cletts made in the rock, a few of 


which were three inches wide; the reſt were 
merely cracks, from which iſſued an aqueous va- 


pour that had no ſmell, although the fides of the 


chinks were covered with cryſtals of ſulphur, 


ſhooting out from a very white earth, which ap- 
peared to be of an argillaceous nature. 

A mercurial thermometer being introduced into 
one of the clefts, the quickſilver roſe, in the ſpace 
of a minute, to 43 above 0 of Reaumur's ſcale. 
In ſeveral of the others it did not riſe higher 
than 30? 

We were now engaged in the moſt toilſome 
part of our journey, the acclvity of the peak be- 
ing exceedingly ſteep. When we had ſurmounted 
about a third part of the aſcent, I made a hole 


about three inches deep intothe earth, from 


whence an aqueous incdorous vapour iſſued, and 
though the heat of the ſurface of the earth was 
not greater than it uſually is at an equal elevation, 
upon plunging a thermometer into it the mer- 
wy roſe to 519 above o. 
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The Hartium ſupra nubium was the laſt ſhrub 
that I noticed before we arrived at the foot of the 
cone; but there is an herbaceous plant which, 
notwithſtanding its apparent delicacy, vegetates 
even ia ſtill higher ſituations. I mean a ſpecies 
of violet with leaves ſomewhat elongated, and 
. ſightly indented at the edges; its flowering, ume 
was already paſt. We obſerved it to grow quite 
near to the ſummit of the peak. 


The vapours of the atmoſphere not being able 


to riſe to this height, the ſky preſents it{elf in the 
pureſt azure, which is more bright and dazzling 
than what we can ſce in the cleareſt weather 
of our climates. Though ſome ſcattered clouds 
hung in the atmoſphere far below our feet, we 


had ſtill a very perfect view of the neighbouring 


lands. 

The cone is terminated by a crater, the greateſt 
elevation of which is on the north-eaſt fide. Its 
ſouth- weſt ſide has a deep depreſſion, which 


ſeems to have been produced by the linking of the 


—_ 


ground. 


Near to the tap 
inches in diameter, from which a very hot vapour 


Iſſues, that made Reaumur's thermometer riſe to 
67? above 0. emitting a ſound very like that of 
the humming of bees. When the ſhow begins 


to fall on the ſummit of the peak in the latter 


Part 


are ſeveral orifices about three 
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part of the year, that which falls upon theſe on- 
fices is ſoon melted by the heat. The ſides of 
theſe holes are adorned with beautiful cryſtals of 
ſulphur, moſtly of the form of needles, and ſome 


of them arranged into very regular figures. The 


action of the ſalphuric acid combined with the 


water, effects ſuch a change upon the volcanic 
products of this place, that at firſt ſight one might 
miitake them for very white argillaceous earth, 
that has +comired a high degree of ductility from | 
the moitture conſtantly Hung from the above- 
mentioned apertures. It is in this kind of earth 
that the ſulphuric cry ſtals which I have ſpoken of 
are found, NY 

The decompoſition of the ſulphur, and the vol- 
canic products, form an aluminous falt that covers 


the ground 1 in needles, which have very little co- 


heſion with cach other. 

The thermometer, when placed in the ſhade 
at the height of about three feet from the ſurface 
of the ground at the ſummit of the peak, roſe in 


a quarter of an hour to 159 above 0. No ſenſible 


variation was obſerved upon chan{ing its diſtance 
from the earth, even by fix or eight feet, which 
£1vcs us reaſon to believe, that the internal heat 


of the ground in this place, though ſo very great, 
has little influence upon the temperature of the 


atmoſphere. Betides, the air of the atmoſphere 
| | might | 
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might eaſily be heated at this height by the rays of 
: the ſun to 15, as a higher temperature is often 
experienced at the foot of the Glaciers. I have 
often known the thermometer to ſtand at 299 
above o upon mount Libanon, though placed 
quite cloſe to the ſnow. . 

The dechvity of the mountain facilitated our 
return, and we deſcended much quicker than we 
had aſcended. It was already evening before we 
reached the place where we had paſſed the pre- 
ceding night. The almoſt total want of ſleep, 
which we had experienced in conſequence of the 
intenſe cold, gave us little courage to ſpend an- 
other night at the ſame place. We therefore 
wiſhed to procced immediately farther, in order 
toſcek a better ſhelter upon ſorne of the neigh- 
bouring mountains; but as our guides would not 
move a ſtep before the moon roſe, we were com- 
pelled to remain there till near midnight, waiting 
for its appearance. With the aſſiſtance of its 
feeble light, wede ſcended over the pumice-ſtones, 
following pretty cloſely the track which we had 
made for e 7 in our aſcent. 

After a march of four hours, the bruſh-wood, 

which grew very thick, obſtructed our way to 
much, that we were obliged to halt till day-break. 
| We had here abundance of fuel, and made our- 
ſelves amends for the cold of the preceding night, 


ESE 


OcT.] FF 59 


by immediately kindling a very large fire. Moſt 


of our company were ſo very much fatigued with 


their toilſome journey, that they had no other 


with left than to make the beſt of their way back 
to St. Croix; although we had agreed at ſetting 
out from Orotava, that we would return by the 


oppoſite Ade of the mountains. But as we were 


no longer all of the ſame mind, it was ſettled. 


that thoſe who had already ſatisfied their curio- 
ſity, ſhould return to the ſhips; whilſt the gar- 


dener and myſelf alone reſolved to complete our 


firſt deſign. All our guides wiſhed to accompany - 


thoſe who were returning to the ſhips, ſo that it 


was with great difficulty that 1 couid perſuade 


one of them to attend us. 


I was gratified with finding among the plants 
that grew on the ſides of the rocks, the campanula 


 aurea, the prenantliiſpiunala, the adiantum rent- 
forme, and a ſpecies of the ceter ac, remarkable on 
account of its leaves, which are much larger than 
| thoſe of the European ſpecies. | 

As theſe mountains afford very little water, we 
directed our courſe towards a ſmall habitation, 


here we preſumed we ſhould find ourſelves near 


to ſome ſtream of water. We were not diſap- 
pointed, for we came to a very fine ſpring of de- 
lieious limpid water, which loſt itſelf again un- 
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der the ground, after hav] ng but uſt appeared 
above its ſurface. 

Apple-trees loaded with fruit 0 the gar- 
den of theſe peaceable cottagers. This fruit taſted 
fo delicious to the fervant who accompanied us 
that he took it into his head, whilſt we were em- 


ployed in viewing the premiſes, to make an ex- 
change that gave us a very poor idea of his fore- 


ſight. He had given away our whole ſtore of 


fleſh- meat for iome of theſe apples, without tak- 


ing a moment's confideration whether or not they 
would be an equally good proviſion for us in tra- 


velling the mountains. We ſwore to ourfelyes 
that we would never on a future expedition leave 


our ſtores in the charge of ſuch an œconomiſt. 
In general it may be remarked, that the ſervants 


employed at ſca are almoſt wholly unfit for ſer- 


vice on ſhore. 

At the cloſe of the evening we were far from 
any habitation of men. About nine o'clock we 
reached à village, the inhabitants of which can 


certainly not be accuſed of carrying the virtue of 


hoſpitality to a blameable excefs. It was not with- 


out the greateſt difficulty that we were able to 
Procure ſhelter among them. As we did not un- 


derſtand the Spaniſh language, we were obliged | 


to make uſc of ſigns to Expreſs our meaning, a 


language 
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* 


language that, in the night time at leaſt, is a very 
imperfect means of communication ; but our 
guide, who was no leſs deſirous of going to bed 
than we were, went knocking in vain at one door 
after the other, till having gone round almoſt the 
whole village, we at length found two charitable 
ſouls who agreed to harbour us. 
We were immediately ſerved with a frugal re- 


manner that 1s practiſed by ſome of the inhabi- 
tants of the Alps. They ſet fire to ſmall ſplinters 
of very reſinous wood, ſtuck into the wall, which 
afford plenty of light, but throw out a great deal 


himſelf of lighting new ſplinters of wood as faſt 
as the . were conſumed. 

We ſtood much more in need of ſleep than of 
meat, and haſtened to enjoy a repoſe, which 
proved the more delectable, as we were here no 
more incommoded with the cold we had 8 
enced on the high mountains. | 


board with my collection of volcanic products and 
ſome very fine ſpecimens of plants, ſuch as the 
tellCrium betonicum, the e/chium frulefcens, &c. 

The birds known by the name of Canary-birds 
are very common in the lower regions of theſe 
mountains; their colour is a brown mixed with 


paſt, during which the houte was lighted i in the 


of ſmoke. One of our hoſts took the charge upon. 
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On the following day, the 19th, I Wenk on 


varlous 


62 YOTAGE IN SEARCH — - [1791, 
Various other hues, and their plumage is not ſo 
beautiful in their wild ſtate, as it becomes when 
they are domeſticated. Some travellers have aſ- 

ſerted, that an indigenous ſpecies of the parrot 
is found in theſe lands ; but I have never ſeen 
any in my excurfions, and ſeveral credible perſons 

among the inhabitants have aſſured me that this 
aſſertion is deſtitute of foundation. 

A very ſtiff gale, which ſprung up to-day 1 
cauſed the ſea to ſwell to fuch a height, as to 
drive on ſhore the pinnace of the Eſperance, after 
having overſet it upon one of the ſailors, who 
could not be extricated in leſs than a ſpace of ſe- 

veral minutes. He was already ſuffocated to a 
great degree; but the means uſually employed in 
theſe caſes proved ſucceſsful in 1 reſtoring him to 
animation. 1 8 

Whilſt I here expreſs my gratitude to the gar- 
riſon of St. Croix, for the alacrity with which 
they haſtened to the relief of this unfortunate 
ſailor ; I cannot paſs over in ſilence a piece of 
er committed upon this occaſion by ſome 
of the natives. 
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Whilſt we were n our aſſiſtance to 
this man, we had hung up his clothes to dry, 
little ſuſpecting what ſhould happen. Some of 

the inhabitants of the town, perhaps conceiving 


55 him already E thought fit to appropriate his 
| clothes 
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clothes to the uſe of the living: they were ac- 
cordingly carried off, and all purſuit after the 
robbers was in vain. . 

Citizens Riche and Blavier, engaged in the 
ſtudy of natural hiſtory, had undertaken a jour- 
ney to the peak the day after we had ſet out upon 
ours ; but they did not ſucceed in reaching the 
ſummit; for whilſt they were ſtill at a conſider- 
able diſtance from it, their lungs being unable to 
accommodate themſelves to the rarcfied atmo- 
ſphere, they were ſeized with a ſpitting of blood, 
which obliged them to relinquiſh their enter- 
prize. | 

The following days were employ ed by us in 
viſiting the environs of St. Croix, where the coun- 
try is in general very barren. 

The town is very thinly peopled, even in pro- 
portion to the ſmallneſs of its extent; though 
the harbour here is more frequented than any 
other in the iſland. The Spaniards have intro- 
duced here their own manner ot building. The 
diſtribution of the internal part of the houſes is 
the ſame with that which they practiſe in Eu- 
rope, without any of thoſe modifications Which 
the, difference of the climate requires. 

The Governor-general of the Canary-iſlands 
uſually reſides at St. Croix. There are ſeveral 
conyents of monks and nuns in this place. One 
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of the parochial churches here is equally remark- 
able for the taſteleſs profuſion with which the 
gilding is laviſhed Upon it, and the bad choice of 
its paintings. 

In the market- place there is a fine fountain, 
the water of which is conveyed from a great dif- 
tance by wooden pipes through the mountains, 
The ſtreets are ill-paved ; moſt of the windows 
are without. glaſs-panes, lattices being uſed in- 
ſtead of them, which the women very frequently 
open, when curioſity, or any other motive, 
prompts them to let themſelves be ſeen. 

Women of condition dreſs after the French 
faſhion; thoſe of the lower ranks cover their 
thoulders with: a piece of coarſe woollen ſtuff, 
which forms a ſort of cloak very incommodiou? 
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ſhelter their faces from the rays of the fun in- 
termarriages with the natives render their com- 
plexions darker than thoſe of their country wo- 
men; and their features are upon the whole ra- 
ther diſagrecable. 488 

The multiplicity of religious obſervances prac- 
; tiſed by the inhabitants were not ſufficient to pre- 
vent the women from going, with their chaplets 
in their hands, to meet our ſailors, whenever they 
came. on ſhore, ſome of whom have had to re- 
. 


in this hot climate; broad-brimmed hats of felt 
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pent for a long time their having been ſeduced 
by ſuch a ſuperabundance of attractions. 

The wine of Teneriffe, which, as I have already 

obſerved, 1s very heady, was likely to have been 
the cauſe of very fatal conſequences to one of our 
ſailors, who, in a fit of intoxication, committed 
a yery heinous offence upon a ſentinel. The 
French Conſul, however, made uſe of his intereſt 
with the officer who had the command during 
the abſence of the Governor- -general, ſo as to 
prevent any cognizance being taken of the mat- 
ter. The diſcipline obſerved on board the Eng- 
liſh ſhips effeRually ſecures them from any of 
theſe diſagreeable occurrences. 

The Scorpion floop of war, of ſixteen guns 
and one hundred men, commanded by captain 
Benjamin Hallowell, had caſt anchor in the 
roads on the 18th, conſorted by a ſmall cutter. 
They had ſailed from Madeira five days before, 
where they had left a veſſel of fifty guns, which 
was expected ſoon to arrive at Teneriffe. Com- 
modore Englefield who commanded it, had alſo 
the general command of this ſmall armament, 
which was deſtined for the coaſt of Africa. 
Theſe officers, aware of the danger to which 
ſailors are expoſed whilſt they remain on ſhore, 


kept them as much as poſſible on board; and 
Tat FL E never 
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never ſuffered them to quit the ſhip but when 
the exigences of the armament required it. The 
Commodore was reſolved to keep ſtrictly to this 
regulation, during the whole time that he ſhould 
be ſtationed on the coaſt of Africa. 

The variation of the needle was found by an 
average of ſixteen obſervations taken on board, 
fourtcen of the azimuth and two of the ortive 
amplitude, to be 80 77 %% E. 

The reſult of two obſervations taken by Citizen 


Bertrand, one of the aſtronomers to the expe- 


dition, on the terrace of a houſe in the town, 


gave 21 3370 E. 


The obſervations taken on board appeared more 
to be confided in than the others, as they agreed 
with the progreſſive diminution of the variation 


which we had obſerved ſince our departure from 


Breſt, and with the obſervations that had been | 

taken long ſince by different other navigators. 
The dip of the needle was now at 629 25/. 

The ſame necdlc had pointed 71“ 30” at Breſt, 


and 72 50' at Paris. 


The place where we lay at anchor in the road 
of Teneriffe was 280 200 35” N. lat. 18" 800 E 


The thermometer OY barometer, obſerved on 
board towards noon, varied very little during our 


{tay 
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ſtay in this place. The former never roſe above 
20 two tenths, nor the latter above 28 inches 
two lines. 
The ſtation of St. Croix is a very excellent 
one, on account of the plentiful ſupply which it 
affords of all ſorts of European kitchen- vege - 
tables, cabbages excepted, which, though very 
ſmall, are ſold at an exotbitantly high price: 
Moſt of the orchard-fruits of Europe are hkewiſe 
to be met with here, and the ſame domeſtic 
animals as in the ports of France. 
Experience had taught us that the ſheep of this 
iſland dò not bear confinement on board ſo well as 
ours. The pure air which they have been accuſ- 
tomed to breathe on the mountains where they 
feed, renders them the more ſuſceptible of 1 infury 
from the impure air between- decks. 
4 Teneriffe alſo affords great abundance of dried 
Z fiſh. They particularly carry on an extenſive traf- 
| 3 hc with the ſpecies termed bonzte. 
I 4 Thoſe parts of the iſland upon which the labour 
B of cultivation has been beſtowed, are very tertile, 
| 2 as 18 generally the caſe in volcanic iſlands. The 
| internal heat of the earth which ſorms their baſis, 
exhales towards the ſurface of the ground a pot- 
tion of the rain- water which they bave imbibed, 
which produces a remarkably luxuriant vegeta- 
tion. 
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On the other hand the too flow decompoſition 
if {ome of theſe volcanic ſtones, and the extreme 
dryneſs of ſome of the mountains, render many 
parts of the iſland unfit-for cultivation. The 
action of the fire to which they have been ex- 
poſed at different periods after long intervals, as 


ts atteſted by hiſtorical records, together with the 


| ſhelter which they receive from the plants pecu- 
liar to thoſe ſituations, retarding in many places 
that gradual decompoſition which would other- 


- wiſe have taken place, had they been left entirely 
bare. 


No volcanic eruption had been knows | in this 


iſland, fince that which broke out ninety- two 
years ago, till in the month of May, 17 796, a new 
eruption took place on the ſouth-eaſt ſide of the 


peak, as I was informed by Citizen Gicquel, offi- 


cer of marines, Who ſpent ſome time at St. Croix 


on his return in the frigate La Regenerce from the 


Iſle de France. 


I ſhall inſert the doconnt which I receiv = of 


this event from Citizen le Gros, Conful of the 
French Republic. | 


On the 21ſt day of May, 1796, the inhabi- 


tants of St. Croix heard ſome hollow reiterated 
ſounds, very like the diſtant report of cannon ; in 
the night-time they felt a flight trembling of the 
5 earth, 
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earth, and on the following morning a volcano 
vas obſerved to have broken out on the ſouth-eaſt 


fide of the peak. During the firſt days after its 


eruption, it appeared to have fifteen mouths, their 
number was ſoon reduced to twelve, and at the 
end of a month only two were to be ſeen, which 


threw out with their lava large maſſes of rock, 
that often pre{zrved their line of projection for a 
ſpace of fifteen ſeconds before they fell to the 


i ground.“ 


Before our arrival at Tenerife our 101045 had 


been ſo encumbered with their ſtores, that We 


ſcarcely knew how to diſpoſe of our crew. 
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VOYAGE IN SEARCH [1791 


CHAP. It. 


12 depart from Tneri Fe, and ſet ſail * the Cape 
of Good Hope Oh ſervations Splendid Appear- 
ance of the Surface of the Sea, produced by phoſe 
phoric Light — The maſt general Cauſe of the 

 Phoſphoreſcence of the Sea-water aſcertained— 
Four of our Sheep which we had brought from 
Teneriffe are thrown into the Sea— Moderate 
Temperature of the Atmoſphere near the Line— 
The Variation of the Compaſs greater on the South 
than: on the North Side of the Equater-—Fafy 
Method of rendering ſtagnated Water freſh— ; 1 
Thick Fog, which canſes the Mercury in the Ba- | 


rometer to ri iſe—Lunar Rambow—Arrrval at 


the Cape 9 Good Hope. 


VERY high ſwell of the ſea had prevented 
us almoſt two days from getting our provi- 
ſions on board. We were not ready to ſet ſail till 
the 23d of October. | 
We endeavoured at the firſt dawn to get under 
way. All our boats had been taken on board the 
preceding day as ſoon as we had unmoored ; 
we wiſhed to take advantage of the 3 
which blows here almoſt every morning. It was 


likewiſe 


5 8 2 = a : 2 
” 6 0 — . 8 a 
: — S n a — 
— — —ͤ nee at PE nc 
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likewiſe neceſſary that we ſhould put out to ſea 
before the flood-tide, which was expected to ſet 
in about half an hour after five. 
We held by a cable to the Engliſh corvette. 
I cannot omit this opportunity of commending 
the polite behaviour of the Engliſh captain, who 
gave us, in the moſt obliging manner, every aſ- 
ſiſtance that we ſtood in need of to enable us to 
get under way. Our Commander on his part 
had hkewiſe done him every ſervice in his power, 
when he came to anchor in the roads a few days 
after our arrival. One of the anchors of the Eng- 
liſh ſloop helped us to heave down, and having 
ſpread our fails, we ſteered off from the coaſt 
under a ſhght breeze, which did not continue 


long enough for the Eſperance to take advantage 


of it, although ſhe had unturled her fails a few 
minutes after our veſſel. Carried away by the 
flood, the force of which had not at firſt been 
perceived, ſhe was obliged to caſt a ſmall anchor, 
by which ſhe hauled, in order to keep off from the 
coaſt while ſhe endeavourcd to ſtand clear of the 
veſſels about her. 


At half after nine © clock ſhe ſtood towards us. 


We then directed our courſe S. S. E. 


At noon: we were in 2895“ 40” N. lat. 18 
0 40” E. long. At this ſpot we ſet the peak of 
Teneriffe 
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72 VOYAGE IN SEARCH 1791. 
Teneriffe E. 28 N. and the eaſtern point of the 
iſland of Canary E. 242 8. 

We then ſteered, about one o "dock 1 in the af- 
ternoon, S. E. 8. with a view to paſs between the 
Cape Verd iſlands and the main land. We had a 
pretty freſh eaſt breeze. | 
 Aboutſix in the evening the iſland Gomere bore 
N. 380 E. 

On the 26th, the Eſperance told us her longi- 


tude, after having enquired to know ours. The 


great difference between the longitude of our 
reckoning, and that taken by obſervation, threw 
us into ſome uncertainty, which induced us to 
bear down two rhomb- lines ſtarboard from our 
former S. E. S. courſe ; but ſubſequent obſerva- 

tions determined us to reſume our firſt direction. 
The weather was very fine, and we had nothing 
to fear from approaching the African coaſt : be- 
ſides, we knew from our ſoundings that it was 
many leagues diſtant. 

On the following morning we were out of fight 
of land, which ine us that the obſervations 
taken on board the Eſperance were erroneous. 

We croſſed the Tropic of Cancer about one 
o'clock in the afternoon, in 20“ E. long. The 
barometer indicated 28 inches 2 4-5ths lines. 


The firſt fiſh that would bite at the hook of 


Our 
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our fiſhermen, was a very fine dorado 7 C0} Pena 


hyppurus ). This was ſufficient to put the whole 


crew in motion; but the fiſherman had the mor- 
tification of finding only a part of its gills upon 
his hook, as he had drawn the line too haſtily. 


Since our departure from Teneriffe the wind 


had blown pretty ſteadily from the N. E. point. 

A ſwallow of the common ſpecies ¶irundo ru- 
 fiica), undoubtedly lately come from Europe, fol- 
lowed us for ſome time, without lighting upon 


the veſſel; but ſoon directed its flight right to- 


wards the African coaſt, where it was ſure of 
finding the inſects on which it feeds. We were 
now about 282 N. lat. 22 30“ E. long. 


As there was very little wind, we obſerved. a 


great number of the meduſa caravela floating upon 
the ſurface of the water. This plant ſhould not 
be touched unguardedly, as, like many other kinds 


of ſea-nettles, it raiſes bliſters upon the hand, that 


afterwards become very painful. 


The ſpecies of remora, known by the name of 
echmets remora, generally follows the ſhark, as it 


finds ſufficient nouriſhment in the excrements of 
that voracious fiſh. It does not, however, at- 
tach itſelf ſo excluſively to the ſhark as not to 
follow other large fiſhes alſo, and even veſlels, to 
which it fixes itſelf when! it is fatigued with ſwim- 
gung. 
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In the night we obſerved that our veſſel was 


followed by a large ſhoal of dorados. As they 


ſwam much faſter than we ſailed, they often moved 
in a circular courſe round our veſſel with incre- 
dible ſwiftneſs. Although the night was very 
dark, it was eaſy to folow them with the eye, 


as they leave a luminous track behind them. This 


phoſphoric light, produced in the agitated water 


of the ſea, appears the more brilliant in propor- 


tion to the darkneſs of the night, and the velo- 
city with which the fiſhes move; ſo that we were 


able to diſcern their track very diſtinctly, although 
: they ſwam ſecv era} feet belo the ſurface of the 


water. 
30th. We were now in thoſe ſeas that abound 


with voracious fiſhes, ſuch as the bonito, the tunny, 
and others of the ſame claſs, which find plenty of 
food amongſt the different ſpecies of fiſh on which 


they prey; the principal of which 1s the flying- 
fiſh [exocetus volitans, Linn.). The bonitos that 
followed us were eaſily caught by our fiſhermen, 
though they uſed no other bait than a bunch of 


feathers, bound up ſo as to reſemble a flymg-fiſh, 


within which the hook was concealed. 

We had been almoſt becalmed for ſome time, 
but the regular winds began to recover their force. 
They were again interrupted on the 3d of No- 
vember by a ſtorm, which continued during the 
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whole night; the next morning they blew as on 


the preceding days. On the 6th they left us at 
92 6˙ N. lat. 21% E. long. 


The heat Was now exceſſive, though the ther- 
mometer was ouly 239 above O of Reaumur's 


ſcale. 


A bird, called by Buffon da nor (larus 
marinus, Linn.), having lighted upon one of the 
yards, eſcaped trom a ſailor, who had climbed up 
the maſt, in the very inſtant 1 when he was about 
to ſeize it. 

A prodigious Naber of bonitos followed us 
day and night; and it was a matter of great aſto- 
niſhment to us, that they were able to keep up 


with us fo long without taking any reſt. 


The motteux of Button {motacilla amanthe, 


Linn.), fatigued with its long flight over the ſea, 


lighted upon our veſſel, and ſaffercd itſelf to be 


taken. 
We were becalmed for ſeventeen days in lat. 
5? N. We afterwards had ſtorms, followed by 


ſqualls, that varied from E. N. E. to S. S. W. 
having veered round by ſouth. 


The tempeſt- bird /procellaria pelagica, Linn.) 
is not ſo ſure an indication of a ſtorm, but that | 
its appearance is often followed by a calm of ſe- 
veral days duration. It was a pleaſing fight to 
obſerve theſe little birds flying cloſe to the ſtern 
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of our veſſel, in queſt of their food, which they 


hnd upon the ſurface of the ocean. 

We were mortified to find that the vegetables 
and fruits, which we had bought at Teneriffe, 
did not keep, as their corruption was greatly ac 
celerated by the heat and moiſture that prevails 


during the calms of this zone. We had reaſon 


to believe that as they had been gathered in à 


very hot and dry climate, they would have kept 


much better than thoſe of Europe. 
A ſmall ſhark (/qualus carcharias, Linn. ) fell a 
victim to his voraciouſneſs. As ſoon as they had 


hauled him on deck, be was immediately cut in 


pieces, and every one had his ſhare. The ſhark 


however is very poor food; for beſides the natural 


abhorrence which the fleſh of an animal that de- 


vours human bodies muſt excite, it is very diffi- 
cult of digeſtion : but at ſea we cannot chooſe 


our diſhes, and freſh proviſions arc ne pre- 


ferable to ſalted. 


I found attached to the higher orifice of his ſto- 
mach a number of worms of the genus doris of 
Linnæus. They were about an inch and a halt 


in length, and did not eaſily let go their hold, al- 


though the ſhark was dead. I obſerved them 
now and then ſhoot out the two zentacula that 

belong to the characteriſtics of this genus. 
The ſituation of the mouth of the ſhark, under 
is 
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his long upper jaw, obliges him to turn himſelf 
almoſt round upon his back in order to ſeize any 
object above him; ſo that his White belly, which 
the traniparency of the ſea-water renders diſtin- 
guiſhable even at a great depth below the ſurface, 
points out to the fiſherman the exact moment 
when he ought to draw his line, in order to faſten 
this voracious fiſh to his hook. 

Nature has amply provided it with the means 
of ſecuring its prey; for beſides ſeveral rows of 
teeth formed in the manner moſt adapted for pe- 


netrating the hardeſt bodies, the internal part of 


the mouth 1s likewiſe furniſhed with various aſ- 
perities that ſerve to prevent the cgreſs of any 
ſubſtance that it has laid hold of. 


Had we been trading to India, we ſhould not 


have failed to collect a quantity of the fins of 


this fiſh, as they are in great requeſt amongſt the 
Chineſe, who believe them to be a very powerful 
aphrodiſiac. 

When the air was calm the at; was extremely 
oppreſſive : : the thermometer however ſtood no 
higher than 23; although we were not more 


than 99 north of the equator. Our longitude 


was 202 50” eaſt. It appcars that in theſe parts 
the thermometer affords a very inadequate ſtand- 


ard of the ſenſible heat of the atmoſphere; tor 


though it indicated ſcveral degrees lower than 
what 
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what we frequently experience in the warm ſum- 
mer weather of Europe, the heat threw us into 
a moſt profuſe perſpiration, which gave riſe to 
very troublefome efterveſcences of the blood. 
Between the tropics, the mercury in the ba- 
rometer ſtands at a very uniform height. We 
never obſerved it to vary more than an inch and 
a half, more or leſs. It generally ſtood at 28 
. inches 2 lines, although the atmoſphere was of- . 
cen agitated by violent ſtorms, which being ge- K 
| nerated in the interior of Africa, from the coaſt of 
which we were not more than about 360,000 
toiſes diſtant, were brought over to us by winds 
from N. E. and E. N. E. 
12th. We here caught the fiſh known among 
the ichthyologiſts by the name of balliftes verruce- 
fi. A great number of a ſmall ſpecies of whalcs 
(fonffleur s$) ſwam about our ſhips, followed in 
their tardy courſe by ſharks which fed upon their 
excrements, * 

A ſquall from the S. E. gave us intimation of 
the gales from the ſame quarter, that prevailed in 
the diſtant regions under the equator ; though 
they blow there generally from the N. E. during 
this ſeaſon, when the ſun remains almoſt two 
months within the Tropic of Capricorn. PF 

14th. A ſhark that had been preceded by a num f 2 
ber of the fiſhes called plots e ductor, 
Linn.) 
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Linn.), was caught by our ſailors. Some remoras, 
that thought themſelves in ſafety as long as they 


remained fixed to the body of the ſhark, kept 


their hold {till for a conſiderable ti me after the fiſn 


had been brought upon deck. 


As the weather was exceſſively hot, and the 


ſea very tranquil, Piron and Saint-Agnan, unable 


to reſiſt their deſire of cooling themſelves by 


bathing, plunged themſclves a few hours after- 
wards into the ſea, at the hazard of becoming the 
prey of another ſhark. 

It had remained calm almoſt the whole day ; 
but about eight in the evening the ſkies were 
covered to the ſouth-caſt with thick clouds, that 


portended a violent ſtorm. The night was very 


dark; and ſoon a luminous column of immenſe 
height was ſeen to deſcend from theſe clouds, 
and illumine the ſurface of the water. The 
ſcintillation of the ſea was for ſome time inter- 
rupted by ſeveral intervals, during which it was 
quite dark; when all of a ſudden the whole ſur- 
face of the ſea appeared covered with a ſheet of 
fire, extending 1n our direction. This ſheet was 


puſhed along by a very high gale, which raiſed 


the waves to a great pitch; and we ſaw ourſelves 


ſurrounded with a ſea of flames, which afforded 


one of the moſt brilliant ſpectacles in nature. 
This phenomenon very ſoon diſappeared ; but the 


= 
: «= 2 - > 

bh 3 by 0 ao, 
oy PE CY * of 9 = 2 X 

4 * © > E 


- - — 2 3 & - > war ON 
8 5 "I — Lo — e l . ” o 2 2 
* 2 7 — 2— - 
—— — 2 a . . * * 
= . T g — 5 
P 4 — — > 6 > 2 . — 2 - oe — —_ - 
. 8 4. ͤ ooerTs. ate . 8 
: > l - SH, = 7 , wr i rt pa Foe” - — 2 
* = A} - 2 - 2 My 7 - | — > 4 - - — — 4 - 5 
Ln i 3 Y — oy — p 1 - wo» S-- 5 * F we 
b- -” T-/ 7 ora my * 4 8 22 - * 2 2 "WW we l 3-44 + * 
2 4 nana „ n - — E _ F N _ — 
TR r EEE”; 8 —:7 +52; 
— — —ů 22 ů—ů—ů — DO ar = WY — _— . 4 = 40 Fab 7 4 - YE A 
. * N - Ss — — 3 KM — 
APY 1 : — 4 3 > . * > - - _— : a — 1 * - = * l 
: p . . * . & — W 5 — FSW" * 5 8 "IF. as — 4 CEN = - — 
7 8 "I no — 8 - r Fa. ** &4 _ : >. 2 . 5 * a R HD 1 „ 
F NS % x, * OY * . — * * x4 = 4; B 7 — + 4 8 
- : . 4 7 4 _ wi > - dE; r 2 * , , * 
g — —— - — 2 1 — * FR, 2 — — 2 2 
1 2 1 4 = — - — my . 
\ o 


TITS 
- — 

. Fs 

— dts 
A FEW 2 = ban 5 SV D 1 

* 3 5 > : 4 - 

"> - q —_ ” g 2 <a = by > 
- | = 2. 3 | ths. r — 2 
4 —— J . — 4 


— 2 
N 2 2 
2 — * r K 
of - —— i 
me _ - ng K Per - -- . * — * - * 3 S XY 
— 3 ro OP — Wee. "Sp ones ELIE CIS... 
2 3 > 2 , 4 IE — — 


. 
r 8 
- . 2 22 4 N 4 
2 >> +" Fo ˙m .. 5 S "= 
. r TO $53” 225 * 2 - r — ec ==. 
= x ” « — 4 hoe: : aa F< - „ 
— * - —— — an he —— * 
— REES c o ge” 
* * * „ on” _ eve + IA =, * ls 1 
Tru Tos Ih * 4 E ˙ LLP . n 
— Py * aq DN ET 
: | ” — 2 —— k mY « 4 ac — 
E n . 


ſe 4 


Zo \ 
—— . 
2 * 

— 


F 
$07 
4 
4 
85 
75 
£A 
bh 
7 
i 
* : 
44 
4%; 
* 
7 7 


* *F 2 
— wages. 
n 


— * - r 
1 3 0 ©, —* by 
* PF I's — 
S N I — 
* 54S * 
— 2 — Bd. 


_ 

— 
9 a 4 T ry 
3 GL wore poor" „ 


80 VOYAGE IN SEARCH [1791. 


fea appeared during the whole night much more 
luminous than uſual wherever it was agitated, 
particularly at the wake of the ſhip and the top 
of the waves. 

The force of the gale had obliged us to ſtrike 
our top-1ſails, and even to bear down, for fear of 
being taken a-back. 

'The heat had been very oppreſſive during the 
whole day. We were now lailing off the im- 
menſe gulph formed by the coaſts of upper Gui- 


nca, the ſhores of which extend almoſt 1,500,000 


toiſes to the caſtward. 
The ſea is much more phoſphoric in the vici- 


nity of the coaſts ſituated between the tropics, 


than any where elſe, becauſe thoſe animals, upon 
which. its phoſphoreſcence depends, abound 
there much more than in any other part of the 
ocean : a fact, which I have had opportunity of 


remarking in parts of the occan very diſtant 
from each other. I ſhall enter into ſome inveſ- 
tigation of this phenomenon. 


As we had this gulph under our lee, the cur- 
rents had carried over to us many of the luminous 


ſubſtances with which it abounds ; but it re- 


quired the concurrence of another circumſtance 
in order to produce ſo vivid a light as we wit- 
neſſed. The clouds that hung over the quarter 


from whence the wind aroſe, had imparted to thc 
atmoſphere 
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itmoſphere a ſuperabundance of electricity, which 
was one of the principal agents in 1 producing the 


N of the water. 
The electric ſtate of the atmoſphere was proved 


to me by the unuſual repulſion between the two 


balls of my electrometer. 

15th. A flight breeze from the ſouth-caft led us 
to hope that we ſhould ſoon be delivered from the 
calms, that prevail to a greater extent in theſe ſitu- 
ations than in any other part of the ocean. Theſe 
differences are particularly obſervable upon a yoy- 
age to India, and appear to depend chiefly upon 
the vicinity of the African coaſt, to which ſhips, 


ſailing from Europe to the Cape, approach much 


nearer, than thoſe which ſail from the Cape to 
Europe: : thus the former voyages generally re- 


quire a longer ſpace of time to be accompliſhed 


than the latter. 

| Many able ſeamen think it - adviſable to croſs 
the Line much further to the eaſt ward than is 
commonly done. 

The calms which prevail northward of the 
equator depend upon the configuration of the 
African coaſt, which projects, at the diſtance of 
a ſew degrees from the Line, nearly 1,500,000 
toiſes eaſtward ; whilſt the great diſtance at which 
one ſails from the coaſt, after having croſſed the 


<quator, prevents the winds, generally prevalent 
Vor. 1 F in 
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| the land breezes. 


in this part of the ocean, from being modified by 


I had kept ſome bottles of the ſea-water, which 


T had collected the night before, during its phoſ- 


phoreſcence, for the purpoſe of examining the 


ſmall luminous ſubſtances which occaſion this 
phenomenon. Having incloſed ſome of this water 


in a vial, I agitated it in the dark, and preſently 
obſerved luminous globules ariſing within it. 


which appeared perfectly ſimilar to thoſe that are 
ſeen in the agitated water of the ocean. I tried 


the ſimple experiment of ſeparating theſe parti- 
cles from the water, in order to learn whether it 


would ſtill retain its phoſphoreſcent quality. Upon 
filtrating it, by means of a piece of blotting-paper, 
a number of minute tranfparent particles, gelati- 


nous in their confiſtence, and of a globular form, 


were left upon the filtre. The water had now 


entirely loſt its phoſphoreſcent quality, Which! 


again reſtored to it by mixing it with thoſe par- 
ticles. If theſe ſmall animalcula be expoſed for 
any conſiderable time to the air, they loſe their 


phoſphoreſcent properties. 


I have frequently repeated the ſame experiment 
upon water collected in different parts of the 
ocean, and have uniformly found it to contain 


the ſame ſort of animalcula, which I therefore 
3 to be the principal cauſe of the phoſ- 


phoreſence 


Nov.] OF LA PERO USE. 83 


phoreſcence of the ſea. Other ſubſtances, how- 
ever, poſſeſs likewiſe the property of giving this 

appearance to the ſea; for many ſpecies of the 
crab, and other marine inſects of conſiderable. 
bulk, ſometimes aſcend from its bottom, and give - 
a luminous appearance to the ſurface. I have 
ſeen ſome of theſe phoſphoric animals of more 
than half a foot in length, but they were always 
accompanied by the ſmall animalcula above men- 
tioned. 

We were iu med be to- day that they had thrown 
into the ſea, from on board the Eſperance, four 
of the ſheep they had brought with them from 

Teneriffe, becauſe ſome perſons had imagined that 
they had obſerved upon them ſymptoms of that 
diſeaſe which our nation is accuſed of having im- 
ported into Europe, from America. The monks 
of the iſland from whence they had brought the 

ſheep, had to ſuffer many ſevere ſarcaſms upon 
this occaſion ; though I believe them to have been 
deſtitute of foundation ; for I have little doubt, 
that if the animals had been ſubjected to a more. 
accurate examination, the crew would not have 
been deprived of 1o conſiderable a part of their 
live ſtock, 

Breezes from the S. S. E., which began to 

blow on the 21ſt of November, we being in lat. 

4? 31/ long. 189 36' W. at length put an end to 
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the calms, which at this period of the year are 


generally experienced ſeveral degrees further to 
the ſouth, before one arrives at the track of the 


regular winds, 


The bird known among ornithologiſts by the 


name of pelecanns aquilus excited our admiration, 


We obſerved two of them who, whilſt they ho- 


vered at an immenſe height, eſpied their prey in 
the Water, expecting the moment when it ſhould 
5 appear near enough to the ſurtace for them to dart 
down and ſeize it. 


The reaſon why theſe birds hover at ſuch a 


| prodigious height above the ocean, is, undoubt- 
edly, that they may take in a more extenſive view 


of its ſurface ; but it is aſtoniſhing that they « are 
able at that diſtance to perceive the ſmall fiſhes 


upon which they generally feed. It is a ſubject 
well worthy to be inveſtigated by natural philo- 


ſophers, whether this piercing viſion depends 
more upon the ſenſibility of the retina, or (as 
rather ſuppoſe it does), upon the diſpoſition of the 
humours of their eye. | 

The pelican 1 1 known to be a great deſtroyer 


5 of the flying-fiſh. As ſoon as it eſpies one of 


theſe fiſhes, it deſcends from the more elevated 


regions of the atmoſphere, and remains hovering 


about fifty toiſes above the ſurface of the water, 


in order to ſeize its prey whenever it quits the ſca. 


1 „„ Ti 
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All the motions of the pelican are conducted with 


admirable dexterity: it does not dart head fore- 


moſt, like moſt other birds that ſeek their food 
in the water; but placing its feet and neck hori- 
contally and level with each other, it ſtrikes the 
air above it with its pinions, and then laying them 
croſsways upon its back, ſo as to afford the leaſt 


| poſſible reſiſtance to the atmoſphere, darts down 


upon its prey, and ſerzes it almoſt the inſtant | it 
has left the water. 


We all of us pitied the poor flying- -fiſh when 
we obſerved the aſtoniſhing {kill of its enemy, 


which very ſeldom muſles its aim. As the flying- 
fiſh raiſes itſelf but to a very ſmall diſtance from 
the ſurface of the ſea, the pelican would run the 
riſk of falling into the water, did it not poſſeſs 
the art of breaking its fall by ſuddenly expand- 


ing its wings, ſo as to be immediately able to 


mount again in queſt of another victim. 


Though nature has given the flying. fiſh the 


power of living both in the water and in the air, 


it is very difficult for them to eſcape from their 
numerous enemies. If they evade the purſuit of 


the bonitos and dorados, by quitting the water, 


the pelican awaits them in the air. Some of 
them, reduced to this dilemma, were obliged to 
light upon our veſſel. 


I found in the ſtomachs of eva bonitos a 
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% 


number of worms, that ought to be claſſed among 
the genus faſciola of Linnæus, though their in- 
ferior extremity, which is almoſt cylindrical, has 


a very diſtinguiſhable bulb. They are about four 
lines in length, and terminate in a tube which 
compoſes about half their dimenſions. 


The winds from the ſouth and ſouth-eaſt con- 


tinued to blow with ſuch obſtinacy, that we were 


not able to croſs the Line till in the night of the 


28th, about eleven o'clock, in 262 E. long. though. 


our deſign had been to croſs it about eight or ten 
degrees farther eaſtward. 


Theſe ſouth and ſouth-eaſt winds are not cm- 
mon in theſe latitudes at this time of the year; 
for the fun being already conſiderably advanced 
in the Tropic of Capricorn, the regular winds ge- 

nerally veer round to the eaſt, The calms, in 


conſequence of which we had got every day 6 or 


8“ further northward, and the gales from the ſouth | 


and ſouth-eaſt, were the cauſes of our being 10 


long detained by theſe winds. 


Near as we were to the Equator, the thermo- 


meter, as obſerved for the laſt eight days, had not 
ſtood higher than 21 or 229. It was a matter of 


ſurpriſe to us, that being ſo near the Line, the 
thermometer did not indicate a higher degree ot 


heat; but beſides general cauſes, ſuch as the ab- 


ſorption of the rays of the ſun by the water of 
5 „ the 
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the occan, and the comparatively inferior denſity 
of the water, together with the evaporation that 
takes place from it, which prevent an equal de- 
gree of heat being communicated to the atmoſ- 
phere with what it acquires from the land, we 
had for ſeveral days had a flight breeze which 
contributed not a little to cool the air. 

The ſailors have a cuſtom of ducking perſons 
| who croſs the Line for the firſt time, with the 
ſea-water. This operation is performed by 
pouring ſeveral pails of water over their heads; 
and is frequently conducted in ſuch a manner, 
as to afford a great deal of merriment to thoſe 
who know themſelves exempted from being the 
ſubjects of it. One of the ſailors, who calls him- 
ſelf the Good Man of the Line, lets himſelf down 
from the main-top, with a large beard of | tow 
faſtened to his chin, and preſides at this nautical 
diverſion. 

Our Commander, apprehenſive that this ſort of 


cold bathing might not agree very well with ſome | 
of us, forbade its being performed upon any of 


the paſſengers. 
On the 29th of November, Beaume's aro- 

meter for ſalts gave me 3? 4-5ths. We werc 

then half a degree ſouth of the Line. 


The currents carried us ſomewhat 1 20 5 


of our former courſe. The principal cauſe of 
F 4 | ---- 8 


* 3 
. 
* 


4 1 ws 4 __—_ 4 X 
: 2 4 3 wo, og oc * 
g on. I bt ; | * 1 
r 
rn "IE 1 
n 
2 


1 — 3 


— — 7 2 
— — 74 3 
% 5 OR 


— — 
* — 
n 


4 
0 
* 
10 
7 j 
KF + 
„ 
N. 
3. 
5 
L 
4] + 
TW 
= 
Sp 
4 
2 1 
= 7” 
4 (dat) 
"HIT 
7 v4 * 
N 
5 At 
F N 
Ty 
7 
1 
Wa . 
1 
av 
41 
#; 
6 
74 
3 
Hs 
1 
"£3 
{5M 
E 
; 1 #5 
1 
4 - 1 
2 Pt 
1, 328 
iY 15 
2 185 * 
1 
7 
1 
5K 
wy 
* " 
4 K 
1 
e 
1 
1 
"4 #7 #1 
_'; EB 
HEM 
. (ry 
1a 8 
4 ; 
5 
1 * 
2 "4 
. 
A 
"© s 
n C 
2 
" 7 
. 
„ 
* 1 
54 
43 
y 4 
78 79 »4 
bt # 
13 


4s 
2 
> . "ea 
= ARA 1 x 
9 22 N 
_ LE 
* -_— TOR 
wo F 
. Lo” „ 


* 
” = 
3 2 — N A "A p 
— * * = _— 2 — - 1 : 
_ = 5 n — 7 — — 
- : * mg + - — * Pi Ye A * - 3 a a — 4 * 
: Lag - os. . = £ x 1 — - RL a = - = — - . - A 
— hu . * K — a ©, * — J PP 7 * As , 
— 1 4 —_— _—_— E == — a + 1 — K = - 4 - —— 4 . - 
VERS _— — "JE = 5 — | — — 2 - 10 — of » © 2 „, 
4 4 2 8 2 _ - | ©. b hp - - - * 'Y- 4 - W 
— 8 22 A . 2 225 - - 
. X as — — — x CE” > — 
- 22 = A 7 — $ _— rp — 
2 4 — = al 
N ” — 


= = * 2 — 
2 . * 4 3 
> a : .... — — 
: 2 5 — —— * = by — 
. — 3 _— 0 ihe F 3 — — — < mn — * > — — 
28 IT — * — — — —_— - _—_ — Lo * 
n . D , = 2 : — — — > - 
3 3 1 — +. 44 * 22, "Jas . 2 - 2 - 3 - 4 IT =”. 
2 I. N 1 ko. i 22 LOR * - * = <= _ 4 = 3 
— — Us 2 - er 3 1 p — — — — — — ——— 8. 22 . 
N 8 TY K — — al .. IM 2” > = . 8-38; 3 I 
— — 


— 


by — 
— S — 
A 


2 » 3 
2 . S: 
N — — 
rr } 2 
r * * 
S 
4 : * 
1 


— 


88 | VOYAGE IN SEARCH 11701. 


the different currents in the wide ocean is known 
to ariſe from the action of the winds. We had 
every reaſon to expect a long paſſage. The Eſpe- 
rance, however, kept her luff much better than 
our veſſel. We were apprehenſive leſt our want 
of water might put us under the neceflity of 
ſteering for the coaſt of Brazil. This circumſtance 
would have been the more embarraſſing to us, as 
it would have deranged the whole plan of our 
expedition: for the inveſtigations we intended to 
make in ſeveral of the countries that we were 
about to viſit, were to be determined by the ſca- 
ſon of the ycar. 

On the 17th of December we croſſed the Tro- 
pic of Capricorn, in 28 W. long. 

On board the Eſperance they often caught 
more than a hundred bonitoes in the courſe of 


a day, whilſt the moſt dexterous fiſhermen in our 
veſſel never took more than ten in the ſame ſpace 
of time, and very ſeldom as many. It was how- 
ever a matter of great conſequence to the health 
of the crew, that they ſhould be 0 with 
freſn proviſions. . 

On the 18th of December we were in lat. 252 
207 S. and long. 28? 42“ W. when the thermo- 
meter obſeryed at noon indicated only 19” above 
o, although the ſun was very near our zenith: 
Ry SR ſun-riſe it had been 172. In the night- 
time 
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time the cold had been ſo confiderable as to 
oblige our ſailors to take to their woollen clothes. 

We had thought ourſelves ſure of meeting 
with eaſterly gales as we approached the Brazi- 
lian coalf : they, however, blew from the eaſt; 
but having drawn aft, we were enabled to keep 
our ſails pretty fall for the ſpace of a fortnight, 
till we were in 28* S. lat. and 242 W. long. 


We might have expected in this latitude to 


meet with favqurable winds for ſteering towards 
the Cape of Good Hope; but all the variation 
that took place was ſtill more to our diſadvantage. 

On the 28th of December we had {till S. E. 
winds, though we were already beyond 2938. 
ak. The heat of the ſun having been for ſeveral 


months at its greateſt height in this hemiſphere, 


had changed the direction of the regular winds. 

The length of our paſſage had reduced our al- 
lowance of water to one bottle a day. 

As ſoon as the winds had veered from N. E. to 
N. the currents, which bore till then to the caſt, 
became ſcarcely perceptible. 

Though ' we were at ſo great a Ain from 
the Cape of Good Hope, we obſerved a great 
number of albatroſſes (diomedea exulans.) 

It is a remarkable circumitance, that the va- 
riation of the magnetic needle 1 is much greater 
to the ſouth of the Line, than it is to the north; 

for 
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for between 149 N. lat. and the Equator, in the 


ſpace contained between 239 and 26 W. long. 
the difference had not been more than 39, 0 
from 14 to 119; whilſt in the ſame extent of 
fourth latitude, between 209 and 30? W. long. 
the compaſs varied eight degrees to the eaſt, 
or from 119 to 39. Might not the vicinity of 
the coaſt of Brazil be c one of the principal cauſes 
of this differerice ? | 

The ſmalleſt variation obſerved was that of 1* 
50”, in 259 8. lat. and 299 W. long. It cannot 


be doubted that the change of ſituation with 


reſpec to longitude has a much greater influence 
upon the variation of the needle, than change of 
latitude. The variation increaſed ſenſibly in 

proportion as we advanced farther caſt ward. 
One of our officers who was taking the dis. 
tances between the ſun and moon, in a very in- 
commodious ſituation, with a copper ſextant 
made by Dollond, the radius of which was a foot 
in length, diſcovered a cauſe productive of error in 
the calculations, which one ſhould hardly have 
fuſpeted, The radu of this inſtrument, though 
yery heavy, were ſtill fo ſlender as to bend when 
it was preſſed with any degree of force againſt 
the breaft, whereby the paralleliſm of the ſpecula 
| was deranged, The fame effect does not take 
place with ſextants made of wood, for their radii 
being 
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being much ſtronger than thoſe of copper, do 


not yield to that 1 of preſſure which bends 
the others. 


This ſource of error affords an adiifienal rea- 


ſon why mariners ought to give the preference to 


the circle of reflexion, invented by Citizen Borda. 


E The facility with which any errors that may ariſe 
E. from the graduation, are rectified by croſs obſerva- 


tions, in the uſe of this inſtrument, gives it a very 
great ſuperiority over all others. 
[ regret that this valuable inſtrument, though 
ſo eaſy in its application, is not more generally in 
uſe. Each of our officers poſſeſſed one of them, 
and during the courſe of the expedition every 
one learnt to uſe it with certainty, 
With a little practice an obſerver may take the 
longitude within 10, or 15,000 toiſes; and there 
is reaſon to believe, that when the lunar tables 


ſhall have attained a greater degree of perfection, 


the obſervations will approximate ſtill nearer to 
the truth. 

Though the plants which I had collected at 
Teneriffe were very dry when we ſailed from 
that xfland, they were become much damaged by 
the moiſture which they had imbibed, during the 
time that we were between the Tropics, particu» 
jarly at the lower part of the leaves, where the 
abſorbent 
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acquires from the perpendicular rays of the ſun, is 


a great degree of moiſture; ſo that it is very dif- 


the moſt highly poliſhed ſteel, from the ruſt. g 
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abſorbent veſſels of the plant are known to abound 
more than in any other of its parts, 

The water held in a ſtate of ſolution by the at- 
moſphere, in conſequence of the heat which it 
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ſo much greater in quantity than what it can re- 
tain in ſituations not expoſed to an equal degree 
of heat, that every thing that is not expoſed to Z 
the direct rays of the ſun, becomes covered with E 


ficult to preſerve inſtruments of iron, or even of 


During the whole period of time that we were 
failing round the Tropics, the barometer had not 
ſtood higher than 28 inches 4 lines, nor lower 
than 28 inches 1 1-10th lines. 

We knew very well that our proviſion of water 
could not retain its freſhneſs in the extreme heat 
of this chmate ; but one ſhould hardly have 1ima- | $ 


gined, that whilſt we had means on board of re- 


ſtoring its purity, they ſhould not have been put 
effectually in practice, before diſtributing to the 
crew their daily allowance. 
Water that is kept for a long time on hoard 
undergoes the ſame ſort of decompoſition Which 
takes place in ſtagnant pools; and this procets 
is confiderably accelerated by the influence of a 
hot 
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hot climate. A great quantity of inflammable 


air is then diſengaged from it; ſo that a perſon 


who goes into the hold where it is ſtowed, runs 
the hazard of being ſuffocated. This, however, 


is an accident that very rarely happens, as a part 


of the nox10us vapours are diſcharged by the paſ- 


ſage leading into the hold. Nevertheleſs, theſe 


vapours frequently give riſe to nervous fevers 


amongſt the crew, the malignity of which, is in 
proportion to the heat by Which the decompoſi- 


tion of the water 1s effected. 


As this gas, the ſpecific gravity of which was 
firſt determined by Prieſtley, 1s conſiderably lighter 


than atmoſpherical air, and has hkewile very little 
attraction for the water; it is very eaſily ſeparated, 
ſo as to reſtore water to its former purity ; nothing 
more being neceſſary than to agitate the fluid for 

the ſpace of a quarter of an hour. 
We had a machine on board which was per- 
fectly adapted to this purpoſe. It conſiſted of a 
large bucket, about five cubic feet in capacity, 
which being filled to about two-thirds with wa- 
ter, four large flat pieces of iron were turned 
round in the middle of the veſſel, by means of a 
handle and balance- wheel. By this operation the 
water in the bucket was violently agitated, and 
whilſt the inflammable air, with which it had 
been impregnated, was diſengaged, it abſorbed a 
| quantity 
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94 
quantity of pure air from the atmoſphere, to ſup. 
ply the place of that which it had loſt; fo that, 
putrid as it had been before, it ſoon recovered its 
original freſhneſs. | 
This proceſs, ſo eaſy in its een affords a 
ſatisfactory anſwer to the many enquiries that 
have been made concerning the means employed 
by mariners to render water potable, after it has 
loft this quality by being kept long in the ſhip. 
It will ſcarcely be credited, that though we 
were able to purify the water according to the 
| ſimple method juſt deſcribed, that which was diſ- 
tributed in the veſſel often ſtunk nearly as much 
as when it was firſt brought out of the hold. The 
cauſe of this neglect aroſe from the circumſtance, 
that the officer, who had the charge of inſpecting 
the operation, uſually committed it to one of the 
ſailors, who, ſoon tired with turning the handle, 
delivered it out before it had become potable. It 
was very juſtly obſerved on board, that it would 
have been much better had this charge been com- 
mitted to the ſurgeon, as the health of the crew 
depended ſo much upon its being well performed. 
It was nevertheleſs left in the hands of the officer 
of the watch. 
On the 29th of Deveenber, the ſky being very 
clear, the thermometer indicated 179 8-10ths, 


and the barometer 28 inches 39-10ths lines; 
when 
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when a breeze ſuddenly ſpringing up from N. N. E. 
brought with it a thick fog, which concealed the 


ſun from our view for the ſpace of a quarter of an 


hour. It 1s very remarkable that the mercury in 
the barometer, inſtead of falling in conſequence 
9 this change of weather, ſtood a line and a half 


higher than before, during the whole time that 


the fog continued. I dare not hazard any con- 
jecture of my own in order to account for this 
phenomenon, which will appear the more aſto- 


niſhing to perſons converſant in natural philoſo- 


phy, as this circumſtance ought to have dimi- 
niſned the elaſticity of the air inſtead of augment- 
ing it: beſides, there was no reaſon to believe 
that the fog was occaſioned by the exploſion of 
any volcano. 

On the 3d of January we enjoyed the ſpectacle 


of a lunar rainbow. This planet was encom- 


paſſed, at ten o'clock in the evening, with two 


concentric circles, that preſented all the colours 
of the ſolar rainbow in reverſed order. The 
largeſt of the circles d1d not occupy more than 
five degrees in the ſky. 

As this phenomenon, produced by the decom- 


poſition of the rays of the moon, appeared bc- 


tween the planet and us, the priſmatical colours 
naturally preſented themſelves in an order the re- 
verſe of what takes place in the ſolar rainbow ; 

becaule 
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| becauſe in the latter caſe the pectator 18 ſituated 
between the rainbow and the ſun. Thus the 
ſmaller circle was terminated at its interior mar- 
gin by the red colour, and at its exterior by the 
violet; whilſt the largeſt exhibited the red at its 


exterior, and the violet at its interior. 


We were then in lat. 32 42“ S. long. 7 E. 


On the 7th of January we paſſed under the 


meridian of Paris, in 332 8. lat. 
Having plunged the atrometer of Beaums in 


the ſea-water, in order to determine its ſpecific 


gravity, it indicated 3“ 4-5ths. I had obtained 


the ſame reſult from a ſimilar experiment which 


1 made near the Equator. Hence it appears that 
the ſaltneſs of the ſea does not perceptibly vary in 
different parts of the ocean, though very diſtant 
from each other, and heated to very different de- 
grees of temperature by the rays of the ſun. 

On the 9th, we began to exerciſe the crews of 
both ſhips in ſhooting at a mark. A prize of 
ſmall value was the reward of thoſe who hit an 
object fixed to one of the fore-fail booms. We 


were pleaſed to obſerve that moſt of our men 


took very good aim, though they had never been 
accuſtomed to the uſe of fire-afms. It was a 
matter of conſequence, in an expedition like ours, 
in the courſe of Which we might ſometimes be 


under the neceſſity of defending ourſelves againſt 


the 
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the attempts of the ſavages, that every one of 
our company ſhould underſtand the uſe of uch 


arms as we had on board. 
The captain of the Eſperance having onde 


an half of a very fine tunny to be tied tq a buoy 


and thrown: into the water, as a preſent to our 
Commander; it did not float near enough to our 
veſſel to enable us to take it up, when one of the 
ſailors plunged into the ſea in order to ſwim after 
it, although it was known that a ſhark had been 
caught that very morning by the crew of the Et- 
perance, and the calmneſs of the weather afforded 
an additional ground of apprehenſion, leſt one of 
our beſt ſeamen might fall a prey to anner of 


theſe animals. 


Notwithſtanding we had already acted the 
thirty-third degree of ſouth lat., being in 5? E. 

long., the bonitos ſtill continued to follow us in 
as numerous ſhoals as ever; though they are ſel- 
dom known to abound at ſo high a degree of lati- 


tude. The north winds were probably the oc- 


caſion of their leaving their uſual haunts. 

I muſt do the crew of our ſhips the juſtice to 
remark, that if they were lefs {killed in fiſhing 
tan the crew of the Eſperance, they alſo labourcd 


under certain diſadvantages which' the others did 


not. It was the buſineſs of the boatſwain to 
inrmh the ſailors with lines, which ours diſtri- 
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buted throughout the whole expedition with ſo 
much parſimony, that the ſailors loſt all their in- 
clination for this occupation. The inſpecting 
officer ought to have appriſed him of the perni- 
cious conſequences reſulting from this miſtaken 
piece of economy; but he neglected to do it. 
The animal known by the name of medu/a ve⸗ 
lella, was induced, by the tranquil ſtate of the fea, 
to riſe to the ſurface of the water, where we ob- 
ſerved large numbers of this ſpecies. They were 
preciſely ſimilar to thoſe which I have often met 
with in the Mediterranean, where the ſailors con- 
ſider them very delicious eating. 
| The ſucceſs of our expedition depended very 
much upon the ſhips being ſuch as did not water; 
we had, however, ſcarcely leſt the roads of Breſt, 
when we were obliged to pump the veſſels. As 
our ſhip made three-fourths of an inch water 
every hour, we were under the neceſſity of pump- 
ing it twice every day. This precaution was the 
more indiſpenſable, as the water had already at- 
tacked our falt proviſions, the preſervation of 
which was an object of the greateſt importance 
on a voyage hke ours. Very fortunately, that 
' which got into the hold did not penetrate far. 
The ſpace between decks was ſo much lum- 
| bered, that it laſted ſeveral months before we 
could find out the ſpot where it leaked, which at 
aft 
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laſt was diſcovered to be behind one of the knees. 
Upon lightening the veſſel, we found that one of 
the tree-nails had been forgotten, and the place 
where it ought to have been inſerted ſmeared 
over with tar. Having bolted it properly, we 
were enabled to keep the ſhip dry. 

The albatroſſes of the Cape of Good Hope, 
which began to appear in large flocks, ſhewed us 
that we were approaching to the ſouthern extre- 
mity of Africa. We deſcried the land about eight 
o'clock in the morning of the 16th of J anuary. 
Table Bay was then about 20,000 toiſes diſtant 
from us. Ds 7 

The currents, which had made us fall off fo 
much from our courſe whilſt we were in the track 
of the regular winds, having fortunately taken 
an oppoſite direction where we met with the va- 
riable ones; what we had loſt to the weſt was 
very nearly made up to us by what we gained to 
the eaſt, as appeared when we made the land of 
the Cape of Good Hope. It is evident that the 
tendency of the ſeas to preſerve the level, ſome 
few irregularities proceeding from the variable 
winds excepted, ought to induce mariners, in the 
parts where theſe winds prevail, to bear down to 
the caſt in proportion as the general winds deter- 
mine the currents to the weſt. 
We had another indication of our being near 
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the land in the difference of colour of the Water, 
ariſing from the ſhallowneſs of its bottom. 

Some ſeals, of the ſpecies called by Linnæus 
hlioca pufilla, approached very near to our veſſe] 
in queſt of their food amongſt the large maſſes of 
fucus pyriformis, which floated upon the water, 
| Theſe animals often eſcaped from our failors by 
taking ſeveral ſucceſſive leaps over the water. 
This they perform by placing their hinder paws 

together, ſo as to reſemble the broad tail of a fiſh, 
and act with conſiderable reſiſtance againſt the 
| ſurface of the water, over which they bound like 


a nimble quadruped over a level plain, 
We fell a little to leeward of the mouth of 
Table Bay, which gave us hopes of coming to 


anchor in the courſe of the day. It was not, how- Fg 
ever, the moſt favourable weather for making the F 
land ; for the day was very rainy, and the coaſt | 
often concealed by a thick fog from our view. 


About ſeven in the evening we were between 7 
and 8,000 toiſes from the mountain of Hout Bay, 
Which bore E. 3? 45” N. The foreland of the 
Cape bore N. N. E. The Lion's-head E. 30 N. 
Our ſoundings gave us here the depth of water at 
ſeventy, toiſcs over a bottom of coral. | | 
The ſea appeared very phoſphoreſcent through- 
out the whole night which we ſpent off the coaſt, 
A great number of luminous ſpecks Were obſerv- 
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able wherever the water Was agitated. This phoſ- 


phoreſcence differed in no other fefa from that 


uſually obſerved at ſea, than in its greater inten- 


ſity, proceeding from the ſuperabundance of phoſ- 
phoric globules. Such phoſphoric ſubſtances 


abound much more in the vicinity of the land, 


than in the open ſea at the ſame latitude ; as I 


have remarked upon a former occaſion. 
A ſlight S. E. breeze enabled us in the after- 


noon of the following day to direct our courſe to- 


wards the mouth of Table Bay. As ſoon as it 
blew a little freſher, we ſteered with full fails 
towards the Pointe des Pendus, ranging very near 


to the coaſt, our depth according to tle ſoundings 
being pretty uniformly about five toiſes. 
About half an hour after five we caſt anchor 


in a bottom of muddy grey ſand, at the depth of 
about twenty-four feet, and diſtant 5,130 toiſes 


from the ſhore. -The principal ſteeple in the town 

bore E. 382 S. The flag upon the Croupe de 

Lion E. 39 N. The flag at the northernmoſt 

. of the fort E. 48” N. The Ifland Robben 
N. 10 W. 


3 We had not a ſingle ſick man on board, al- 
1 though the length of our paſſage had reduced us 


to a very ſcanty daily allowance of water; but 


ue had endeavoured to compentate for the want 


; | of 1 it by a copious uſe of various antiſcorbutic re- 


G 3 medies. 
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medies. A very wholeſome and pleaſant kind of 
punch, made of brandy, vinegar, ſugar and water, 
had been daily diſtributed amongſt our crew to- 
wards the latter end of the paſſage. The ſhips 
were fumigated every day, and we were very care- 
fal that the ſailors ſhould change their clothes 
whenever they had got wet. It was a ſatisfaction 


to us to find that theſe e had not been 
taken in vain. 


HAP. III. 
Abode at hs Cape of Good Hope—Depofi tions of | 
two French Captains, ſhewing that they had been 
informed at Batavia by Commodore Hunter of 
his having ſeen ſome Perſons at the Admirally 
Hands, dreſſed in the Uniforms of the Frencii 
Marine-—Captain Bligh's Voyage from England 
in Queſt of the Bread-fruit in the Sociely 
Hands Violent Gales from the South Eaſt— 
Local Cauſe of their Violence - Slave- trade 
Excurſions amongſt the Mountains in the Vicinih 


of the Town—Journey of the Fi 2 oyage lo 
e Hoek. 


WO officers of health c came on 1 from 
the Cape Town, in order to learn whether 
any of our crew were infected with contagious 
diſorders. 
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diſorders. The ſmall-pox is the diſeaſe moſt 
dreaded by the inhabitants; for not being en- 
demic, it occaſions here, as well as in every part 
of India, the moſt dreadful ravages, whenever it 
is imported amongſt them from foreign countries. 
The maſter of a merchant veſſel from Bour- 
deaux, which had arrived here a few days be- 
1 fore us, immediately came to acquaint us that 
EB the Commander of the naval forces at Iſle de 
France, having received ſome information rela- 


frigate to the Cape, in order to communicate 


dition ſent in ſearch of that unfortunate naviga- 
tor. The frigate had ſailed from Iſle de Emre 


a few days betore our arrival. 


es 


N 
1 


officer to the Governor of the Cape to arrange 
the ceremonial of the ſalute. This officer re- 
ceived from the Charge d Affaires of France the 
diſpatches . which Citizen Saint-Felix, Com- 


R Captain Bolle, which had immediately failed back 
. for Iſle de F rance. 

. [ ſhall here inſert the letter addrefſed to our 
Commander, with the depoſitions of two maſters 
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tive to the fate of La Peroule, had diſpatched Ry | 
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his intelligence to the Commander of the expe- | 


Our Commander Dentrecaſteaux 1 an 


mander of our naval forces in the Indian ſeas, had 
ſent to Dentrecaſteaux by the frigate Atalante, 


of merchant veſſels, who were at Batavia during 
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the ſtay which Commodore Hunter made at that 
place, upon his return from Botany Bay in a 
Dutch veſſel, after he had been „ off 
Norfolk iſland. 


Letter from Citizen Saint-Felix, Commander of the 
Naval Forces of France in the Indian Seas, to 
General Dentrecaſteaux. 


] learn from private correſpondence that you 
do not purpoſe to touch at Iſle de France till on 
your return from the important expedition in 
which you are engaged. Diſappointed in the 
hope, with which I had flattered myſelf, of hav- 
ing the honour to converſe with you, I haſten to 
diſpatch, in order that they may find you at the 
Cape of Good Hope, two reports relative to the 
object of your miſſion, which I have lately re- 
ceived from the maſters of two French veſſels ar- 
rived here from Batavia. You will thereby be 
informed of the particulars, how a Dutch veſſel, 
having on board Commodore Hunter of the Sirius 
Engliſh frigate, together with his ſhip's company, 
diſcovered near the Admiralty Iſlands, in the 
South Sea, ſeveral perſons clothed in Europcan 
manufactures; ſome of which, in particular, ap- 
peared to be F rench uniforms. You will alſo be 
informed that the Commodore did not doubt that 

theſe 


— 
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theſe were remains of the ſhipwreck ſuffered by 
M. de la Pérouſe, whom he had often ſeen at 
Botany Bay. 

« | conceived that the communication of 
theſe reports mutt intereſt you ; and they ap- 


peared to me of ſo important a nature, that I re- 
ſolved to tranſmit them directly to you by a fri- 


gate, which I have diſpatched to the Cape for 
that expreſs purpoſe. Captain Bolle, who com- 
mands the vefſel, will leave the papers in the 
hands of our Charge d Affaires, in caſe he ſhould 
not meet you there; in order that they may be 
delivered to you immediately upon your arrival. 
Though I have received no official directions re- 
lative to your expedition, that authorize ws to 
ſend this frigate upon its preſent deſtination, yet 
J have no doubt that the ſtep I have taken will 


meet with the approbation of his Majeſty, both 


when I conſider the intereſt of the public and the 
ſentiments of my own heart. It was reſerved 
for you to acquire a claim upon the gratitude of 
the whole French nation, by accepting the com- 


mand of an expedition which confers equal ho- 


nour upon the Sovereign Who has ordered it, and 


the Commander to whom its execution is in- 


truſted. In every part of the globe that you may 
wilit, you ſhall ever be attended by my fervent 
- wiſhes 
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wiſhes for your ſucceſs, and the inviolable and 
perfect attachment with which I am, &c. 


(Signed) SAINT-FELIX.“ 
Iſle de France, 9th Nov. 1791. „„ 


port delivered to Saint- Felix, Commander of the 
Naval Forces of the French Nation in the Indian 
Seas, by Captain Preandet, M. ed Y the Jaſon, 
from Batavia. 


The Sirius Engliſh frigate, di by 


Commodore Hunter, and bound for New Hol- 
land, was caſt away off Norfolk Iſland in the 
South Sea, towards the end of the year 1790. 


The ſhip's company were taken on board a ſloop 
that accompanied the frigate, and carried to Bo- 
tany Bay, where Commodore Philips engaged a 
ſmall Dutch veſſel to convey the ſhipwrecked 
crew, together with their commander, to Eng- 
land. 

Having failed from Botany 1 in this veſſel, 


with an intent to touch at Batavia, they were 


carried by contrary winds and the force of the cur- 


rents as far caſtward as 167 E. long. meridian of 
Greenwich, Wiſhing to paſs through the Straits 
of St. George, they came within . of e 
Admiralty Iſlands, ſituated in 147 E. long. 3 
25' S. lat. Near to the moſt eaſterly of theſe 
— iſlands 
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ilands they obſerved ſeveral boats, amongſt the 
crews of which there were many perſons who 
wore European ſtuffs and pieces of cloth in their 
dreſs ; they even diſtinguiſhed ſome who were 
clothed in the uniform of the French Marine. 
Theſe people hung out the white flag as a ſignal 
for the Engliſh to approach ; but though Com- 
modore Hunter was very deſirous of doing it, he 
found it impracticable, on account of the contrary 
currents and winds, and the danger to which the 
numerous ſhoals would have expoſed them. 
Commodore Hunter had often ſeen M. de la 
Perouſe at Botany Bay, and lived upon terms of 
intimacy with him. He had learnt from him 
that his intention was to paſs through the Straits 
of St. George, after leaving Botany Bay, and 
from thence to direct his courſe to the north- 
ward. He does not doubt that the Aſtrolabe 
and Bouſſole were caſt away upon the above- 
mentioned iſlands, in conſequence of the calms 
and ſtrong currents that prevail in thoſe parts. 
He has informed me that he has been carried by 
them fix hundred miles to the eaſtward in the 
ſpace of ten days ; as he knew from repeated ob- 
ſervations of the longitude, from the time-keepers, 
and from the bearings of the land. In a word, 
Commodore Hunter, whom I ſaw at Batavia in 
the courſe of my laſt voyage, appeared to me to 


be 
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be fully purſuaded that the European dreſſes, 
which he ſaw in the boats from the Admuralty 
Iſlands, were collected from the wrecks of the 
veſſels formerly under the command of La PC. 
rufe. 9785 

Commodore Hunter is at preſent upon his re- 
turn home to England, from whence he will 
probably tranſmit a more circumſtantial account 
of this affair to France. 

From his own experience in approaching the 
Admiralty Iſlands, the Engliſh Commander thinks 
that any veſſel intending to ſail thither ought to 
endeavour to get early into its latitude, in order 
to avoid being carried away by the currents, 
which ſet to the eaſt with prodigious ſtrength. 

(Signed) PRFEAU DET, Maſter of the J aſon. 

Iſle de m 6th Nov. 1791. 


Report delivered bs Pierre Magon Lupinay, Maſter 
of the Maria Helena, from Batavia, to Saint- 
Felix, Commander of the Naval Forces of France 


711 the Indian Seas. 


The commander and officers of the Sirius 
Engliſh trigate, after being ſhipwrecked off Nor- 
folk Ifland, were carried to Botany Bay, from 
whence they ſailed in a ſmall Dutch veſſel for 
Batavia, where they arrived towards the latter 
end 
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end of September, in the preſent year, na a 
paſſage of about fix months. 
A day or two after they had weathered the 
Straits of St. George, they found themſelves as 
ſoon as it dawned within ſight of two of the Ad- 
miralty Iflands, which were very near them; 
| they immediately founded, but could not reach 
the bottom. 1 . 
They afterwards obferved two canoes that con- 
tained about twelve men each, rowing from the 
iſlands towards them; but though they would 
not come on board the veſſel, they however ap- 
proached very near to it. There was then very 
little wind blowing. The veſſel was expoſed to 
a current which drove it off from the land: at 
any rate, the Dutch captain had nos inclination 
to approach nearer to the ſhore. It was obſerved 
that two of the men in the canoes had ſword-belts 
ſimilar to thoſe worn by European officers; they 
made ſigns as if they withed to have their beards 
ſhaved, and many of them had pieces of red and 
blue cloth about their dreſs, which proved that 
they had had ſome communication with Euro- 
peans. As Captain Hunter, Commander of the 
Sirius, had been informed at Botany Bay by La 
Pcrouſe himſelf, that his intention was to pals the 
Straits of St. George; ; all the officers of that 
trigate were of opinion that they had thus un- 


expectedl. 


Magen Lepinay had collected from himſelf and 
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| expectedly diſcovered the iſlands _ which he 


_ was caſt away. 


I, the underwritten, certify that the above nar- 


rative is conformable to what I have collected 


from different converſations with the officers of 


the Sirius, who had arrived at Batavia after the 
ſhipwreck of that frigate, in a ſmall Dutch veſſel, 


with which I was in company during the month 
of October. 
(Signed) MaGON LEeixnar. 
Ile de France, 31ſt Oct. 1791. 

As Commodore Hunter was at the Cape of 


Good Hope, on his return from Batavia to Eng- 
land, at the moment when we arrived there; we 


had reaſon to expect that we ſhould receive from 
him every poſſible information concerning what | 


he had ſeen at the Adnuralty Iſlands; but were 
ſurprized to hear that he had ſailed from the 


Cape two hours after we had caſt anchor. He 
was probably well acquainted with the object of 
our expedition; for we were expected at the 


Cape, and our Commander's flag muſt have con- 
vinced him that theſe were the ſhips ſent in ſearch 
of La Perouſe. It appeared very aſtonithing to 
us, that he had not attempted to convey to us 
even the ſcanty information which Preaudet and 
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his officers at Batavia. Our amazement was {till 
greater, when we underſtood that Commodore 
Hunter had not only not ſuffered any thing to 
tranſpire during his ſtay at the Cape, which could 
gire ground to believe that he had ſeen ſavages 
drefled in the uniforms of the French marines, 
but that he had even expreſsly declared to ſeveral 
of the members of the regency, and in particular 
to his friend Mr. Gordon, that he knew nothing 
of the facts reported upon the arrival of the Ata- 
lante : neither was there any reaſon to ſuſpect 
that the reports left at the Cape, by Captain 
Bolle, came from Commodore Hunter himſelf. 
Captain Bligh, Commander of the Engliſh ſloop 
Providence, Which had been fitted out for the 
purpoſe of ſearching for the bread-fruit tree in 
the Society Iflands, had caſt anchor in Table-bay 
thortly after the Atalante had ſailed from thence. 
It appeared that Captain Bligh had heard no- 
thing from Commodore Hunter relative to the 
depoſitions of the two French captains; but, 
that upon the information communicated to him 
by perſons who had {poken with the captain of 
the Atalante, he had aſſured Colonel Gordon, that 
when he returned to the Society Iſlands, he would 
make what enquiries he was able in thoſe parts 
where La Perouſe was reported to have been caſt 


away, 
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away, and endeavour to ſave ſome of the re- 
mains of that untortunate expedition. 

This was the fecond expedition which Captain 


Bligh had undertaken in queſt of the bread-frujt 


tree, In the courſe of the firſt voyage which he 
made for the purpoſe of procuring this valuable 


tree to the Weſt Indian ſettlements of the Eng- 


liſh, he had been ſet on ſhore in conſequence of a 
mutiny amongſt the crew, of which he publiſhed 
an account after his return to England. 

We learnt that the Pandora Engliſh frigate, 
commanded by Captain Edwards, had ſince been 
at the Society Iſlands, where they had ſelzed 
fourteen of the mutineers. Four of them after- 
wards made their eſcape when the veſſel was run 
aground off Norfolk Ifland. The ringleader of 
the mutineers, Chriſtian, who had been maſter 
of the veſſel under the command of Captain 
Bligh, had eſcaped with nine others to another 
iſland, and carried ſeveral of the natives with 


him. One of the officers of the Pandora latciy 
arrived at the Cape, aſſured us that Bligh had be- 
haved very ill to Chriſtian, and that an abuſe ot 


authority on the fide of the captain was the cauſe 
of all his ſubſequent misfortunes. Chriſtian, 


though maſter of the veſſel, had been maltreated, 


according to Late Bligh's S orders, as if he had 
been 
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been à common ſailor of the loweſt rank. if - 
this be the fact, Captain Bligh diſguiſes the truth 


when he aſſerts, that he had always treated him 
with the greateſt liberality. 

There were at that time eighteen ſhips lying 
at anchor at the Cape, of which twelve were 
Dutch, two French, two American, and two 
Engliſh. 

At ſun-riſe we ſaluted the place with thirteen 
guns, which it returned with the ſame number. 

18th. At nine o'clock the Commander of our 


| expedition went on ſhore ; upon which the town 
fluted him with fifteen guns, which we returned 
gun for gun. The Governor had ſent ſeveral 


carriages, and a large company of muſicians to 
attend General Dentrecaſteaux at the place where 


he landed. Accompanied by the muſicians, 


playing upon their inſtruments in a very boiſte- 
rous manner, he went with ſome of his officers to 
wait upon the members of the regency, who re- 
ceived him in a full. aſſembly of the council, and 
ſoon after returned his viſit, at the houſe of the 
Charge d' Affaires of France, where he lodged. 
The greater part of our officers took lodgings 
in different houſes of the town. The Dutch in- 


habitants at the Cape are known to be very fond 


| F of lodging ſtrangers at their houſes. Their com- 
non price is a piaſtre a day. I took a lodging, 
Vor. I. e together 
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together with ſome of my trav ellng companions 
at the houſe of a M. de Lettre. 

19th. The ſummit of the Table Mountain 
was hid in thick clouds, which at this ſeaſon of 
the year 1s a certain prognoſtic of high winds from 
the ſouth-eaſt, that generally continue for two or 
three days. The gales were this time ſo violent, 
that during the whole time they prevailed no veſ- 
ſel of the ſize of a ſloop dare venture to approach 


the ſhore. 
Though the clouds appeared immovably at- 


-yY 


tached to the top of the mountain, even when 
the winds blew with their greateſt violence, they 
were, in fact, perpetually replaced by others; but 
the force with which they were driven along, 
after their ſeparation from the mountain, dimi- 
niſhing their coheſion, they were ſoon diſſipated 
in the atmoſphere. We often obſerved large 
maſſes of theſe clouds, which as ſoon as they were 
detached from the ſummit, immediately diſap- 
peared. 
Theſe violent gales from the ſouth-eaſt, Which 
have often been noticed by travellers, appeared to 
me to proceed from the nature of the coaſt, which 
forms a very high ridge from the Cape Town 
as far as to the mouth of Falſe Bay, and acts as 3 
barrier, preventing the ſouth-eaſt winds from 


paſſing beyond it. Whenever theſe winds get 
| | into 
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into Falſe Bay, it can only happen in conſequence 
of their having ſurmounted this obſtacle which 
oppoſes them at the ſouthern extremity of Africa. 
The dilatation of the lower column of air 1s fo 
much impeded by the compreſſion which it ſuf- 
fers, in its aſcent towards the ſummit of this ridge, 
| from the weight of the ſuperincumbent column, 
that, whenever it has paſſed theſe heights, the re- 
action of its elaſticity is proportionate to the di- 
minution of the reſiſtance before oppoſed to its 
expanſion. Its impetuoſity is then ſuch as fre- 
quently to looſen ſhips lying in the road from 

their anchors, and ſet them adrift. 55 

The violence of theſe winds is the greateſt 
where they deſcend along the declivity of theſe 
mountains: in the interior of the country ſituated 
at a ſmall diſtance to the caſtward, on the con- 
trary, they are very moderate; as I have had oc-_ 
caſion to remark in ſeveral excurſions which I 
made from the town. 

The clouds, with which the Gm of the 
ridge is at ſuch times covered, are naturally pro- 
duced from the enormous mals of air, which, 
after becoming ſurcharged with moiſture during 
its paſſage over a vaſt extent of ocean, when it 
aſcends into the higher regions of the atmoſphere, 
depoſits, in the form of clouds, the ſuperabun- 
dant water Which, on account of the change of 
H 2 temperature, 
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temperature, it can no longer retain in a tate of 
ſolution. 
In the courſe of the night, the long boat of the 
Eſperance was torn by the gale from her ſtern, 
and loſt. To ſupply its place, a fort of light veſ- 
ſel uſed in the whale-fiſhery, was purchaſed of an 
American ſhip. 
20th. Though the ſouth- eaſt: wind continued 
to blow with great violence, I made an excurſion 
in the neighbourhood of the town, where I found, 
in great abundance, two ſpecies of the chironia, 
termed C. trinervia and C. dendroides. The gor- 
teria ciliaris likewiſe grew at the foot of the moun- 
tains. The beautiful ſhrub, known by the name 
of brunea palacea, adorned the riſing grounds. No 
inſets, of courſe, could be ſeen whilſt the winds 
blew with ſuch violence. 
] took a view of the Company's garden, of 
which many travellers ſpeak in terms of enthuſi- 
aſtic admiration. It is, nevertheleſs, nothing more 
than an immenſe incloſure, which contains ſome 
very fine oaks. Several ſquare plots of ground 
hedged round with myrtles, are planted with 
kitchen - vegetables; but very few curious plants 
are to be ſeen there. They alfo contain ſeveral. 
of the orchard-trees of Europe. I obſerved ſome 
| bananas, the leaves of which had been torn into 
ſlender ſtrips by the wind. 
| X The 
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The falco ſerpentarius of Linnæus I ſaw very 
tame in a houſe belonging to the Governor, 

The menagery ſituated, at the extremity of this 
garden, contained but a very ſmall number of un- 
common animals, the chief of which were the 
oſtrich, the zebra, the porcupine, the jackall, and 
ſeveral birds; amongſt others, the bald-headed 
curlieu of Buffon, {rentalus cafous, Linn.) 
Ihe gales were leſs violent in the evening, and 
gave us hopes of fine weather. 

A veſſel employed | in the ſlave- trade lay at an- 
chor in the road. It had lately arrived from Mo- 
zambique, and its cargo of four hundred negroes 
were, for the preſent, on ſhore. It was a moſt 
melancholy ſpectacle, to behold theſe miſerable 
wretches, the greater part of whom were already 
afflicted with the ſcurvy, after a very ſhort paſ- 
ſage, crowded into three narrow rooms, om 
whence they were ſhortly to be carried on board, 
doomed to waſte their lives in ſupporting the 
luxury of ſome wealthy American. The ſhip had 
been trading with countries where dogs are in 
great requeſt ; and theſe dealers in human lives 
did not ſcruple to avow that they often purchaſed : 
two or three blacks for one handſome dog. 

On the 22d, I ſpent the day in examining the 
Lion's Mountain. The foil of this mountain, 
which derives its name from the appearance which 

| . 3 | « 


unfavourable to vegetation. It is almoſt every 


the Devil's Mountain. It well deſerves its ap- 
pellation, on account of the violence of the ſouth- 


this mountain from the Lions Mountain, is 
adorned with the beautiful ſpecies of the protea, 
named by Linn. protea argentea, the tufted tops 


tree are covered with a fort of down, which grows 


in molt of the plants liable to be beaten by the 


Mountain. The vegetable kingdom appeared here 
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it preſents when ſeen at a diſtance by ſea, is very 


where covered, even as far as the ſea-fide, with 
hard ſteatites of a greyiſh colour, and fo barren 
that I carried home with me but very tew ſpeci- 
mens of plants. On the following day I viſited 


caſt winds, which is much greater at the decli- 
vity of this mountain, than in any other part of 5 
the country. The delightful vale, which ſeparates 


of which reſiſt the violent blaſts of wind from 
the ſurrounding mountains. The leaves of this | 


the thickeſt on the parts moſt expoſed to the 
wind. This circumſtance may here be remarked 


winds, which renders it probable, that their down 
ſerves them as a defence from the injury they 
might otherwiſe receive from them. 

The fertility of this valley afforded a wack: 
able contraſt with the barrenneſs of the Lions 


in its higheſt luxuriance. Where the grounds 
role with an eaſy aſcent, they were beſpangled 
with 
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with the tulip of the Cape of Good Hope (hæ- 
manthus coccmea, Linn.); a variety of different 
kinds of ſhrubs projected from the cleft between 
the rocks, and at their baſes grew the beautiful 
ebe gnaphaloides, amongſt an abundance of other 
plants. 

24th. As the preparation of the plants, which 
I had collected on the preceding day, occupicd a 
great portion of my time, I had not leiſure to un- 


dertake any long excurſion ; I therefore confined 
myſelf to ſhort walks in the DINE of the 


town. 

| The falſe alot, termed by botaniſts agave vi- 
vipþara, was then in full lower. I admired the 
lightneſs with which the black titmouſe (parrs 

ater, Linn.) hovered about this plant, whilſt it fed 
upon the ſaccharine liquor which exudes from 
the baſes of its corollæ. It was with regret that I 
killed ſome of theſe beautiful little birds, in order 
to carry off their ſpoils. 

Three of us, who were walking together, fol- 
lowed a narrow path till within a ſmall diſtance 


of the country-hodſe of the Fiſcal : his name was 


Deneſs. This man, habituated to deſpotic au- 
thority over his inferiors, wanted to hinder us 


from walking over ſome uncultivated grounds, 


which, as he told us with great emphaſis, were his 
property. We were not a little aſtoniſhed at 
H 4 this 
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on, this prohibition, uttered in ſo dictatorial a tone; 
for the Fiſcal ſeemed fully perſuaded that ve 


durſt not be ſo raſh as to proceed any farther. 
We, however, after having repreſented to him 
that we could not poſſibly do any harm to his 
uncultivated ftony grounds, purſued our route. 


The petty Vizier fell into a violent rage at ſee- 


ing how little we minded his orders, and not be- 


ing able to anſwer our remonſtrances, he told us 


in very bad French, that ſuch were his com- 
mands, and it required no further explanation. 
Two negroes, who had accompanied us from 


the town, trembled at the ſound of the Fiſcal's 


voice, and it was with difficulty that we could 
perſuade them to remain with us: for they told 
us, whilit they ſhuddered with horror, that this 


| Monſieur Deneſs was the perſon who preſided at 
the whippings that were adminiſtered according 


to the orders of the officers of police. 
It is a remarkable circumſtance. that the Fiſcal 
is here inveſted with the charge of inſpection over 


all the ſervants of the Company, and holds his 


office independently of any other perſon. It ſeems 


ſtill more ſtrange that ſo important a truſt ſhould 


be committed to the hands of an officer of po- 
lice, who | 18 thus enabled to practiſe all the ex- 
tortions for which his office affords him ſuch 


ample _—_— for he it is who both fixes 
the 
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the amount of fines, and collects their produce. 
In conſequence of this regulation, pecuniary pu- 
niſhments are the only ones inflicted upon thoſe 


who are able to pay: the reſt he always orders to 


be whipped. | k 
25th. I employed this day in beg a view 
of the Table Mountain, which derives its appel- 


lation from the horizontal plain which its ſummit 


preſents when ſeen at a diſtance. f 
I had frequently to croſs a brook that flows 
down this mountain. The large ſtones, rounded 
by friction, that are found on its ſhore, thew that 
in the rainy ſeaſon the water deſcends in torrents. 
About half way up the mountain I found the 
_ thefum firictum. A little higher up I met with 
the magnificent umbelliterous plant, called by 


botaniſts hermas depauperata, the beautitul fern, 


acroftichum pectinatum; the bubon galbanum, the 
reftio fimplex, &c. 


That portion of the mountain which I had 


hitherto aſcended, was compoſed of greyiſh free- 
ſtone, very hard, and covered with maſſes of a 
fine white-coloured quartz, which ſerved as a baſis 

to ſeveral very cloſe ſtrata of micaceous ſchiſtus. 
Having aſcended upwards of 350 toiſes perpen- 
dicular height, I arrived at a fiſſure in the fide of 
the mountain, which, when ſeen from the town, 
does not appear to afford a paſſage to the ſum- 
55 mit; 
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| this prohibition, uttered i in fo dictatorial a tone; 


durſt not be fo raſh as to proceed any farther. 
We, however, after having repreſented to him 


The petty Vizier fell into a violent rage at ſec- 
ing how little we minded his orders, and not be. 
ing able to anſwer our remonſtrances, he told us 
in very bad French, that ſuch were his com- 
mands; and it required no further explanation. 


Monſieur Deneſs was the perſon who preſided at 
the whippings that were adminiſtered according 
to the orders of the officers of police. 


for the Fiſcal ſeemed fully perſuaded that we 


that we could not poſſibly do any harm to his 
uncultivated ftony grounds, purſued our route. 


Two negroes, who had accompanied us from 
the town, trembled at the ſound of the Fiſcal's 
voice, and it was with difficulty that we could 
perſuade them to remain with us: for they told 
us, whilſt they ſhuddered with horror, that this 


It is a remarkable circumſtance that the Fiſcal 
is here inveſted with the charge of inſpection over 
all the ſervants of the Company, and holds his 

office independently of any other perſon. It ſeems 
ſtill more ſtrange that ſo important a truſt ſhould 
be committed to the hands of an officer of po- 
lice, who is thus enabled to practiſe all the ex- 
tortions for which his office affords him ſuch 


ample —_— for he 1 it 18 who both fixes 
the 


— 
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the amount of fines, and collects their produce. 
In conſequence of this regulation, pecuniary pu- 
niſhments are the only ones inflicted upon thoſe 
who are able to pay: the reſt he — orders to | 
be whipped. | iq. 
25th. I employed this day in taking a view 
of the Table Mountain, which derives its appel- 
lation from the horizontal plain which its n 
preſents when ſeen at a diſtance. 
I had frequently to croſs a brook. that flows 
down this mountain. The large ſtones, rounded 
by friction, that are found on its ſhore, thew that 
in the rainy ſeaſon the water deſcends in torrents. 

About half way up the mountain I found the 

thefum friftum. A little higher up I met with 
the magnificent umbelliferous plant, called by 

E botaniſts hermas depauperata, the beautiful fern, 
acrotichum pectinatum; the bubon galbanum, the 
reſtio ſimplex, &c. 

That portion of the mountain which 1 had 
hitherto aſcended, was compoſed of greyiſh free- 
ſtone, very hard, and covered with males of a 
fine white-coloured quartz, which ſerved as a baſis 
to ſeveral very cloſe ſtrata of micaceous ſchiſtus. 

Having aſcended upwards of 350 toiſes perpen- 
dicular height, I arrived at a fiſſure in the fide of 
the mountain, which, when ſeen from the town, 
does not appear to afford a paſlage to the ſum- 
- mit; 
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mit; but 1 Sand the diſtant view had deceived 


me, for I diſcovered a path in it of no very difh- 
cult acceſs to perſons uſed to chmbing mountains, 
being the track moſtly frequented in order to ar- 


rive at the top, which 1 18 Er to be furmounted 
by any other. | ; 


Though the part of tha mountain where we 


now ſtood is about 500 toiſes perpendicular 


hei ght, the heat of the atmoſphere raiſed the ther- 


mometer to twenty degrees in the ſhade. 
Fuel is very ſcarce at the Cape of Good Hope; 


but though the mildneſs of the climate exempts. 
the inhabitants from the neceſſity of employing 


artificial heat as a defence againſt the ſeverity of 


the weather, they want it, however, for the pur- 


poſes of cookery, and ſend their ſlaves even far be- 


yond the Table Mountain, to fetch the ſmall ſup- 
ply of wood which they require. We met ſevc- 


ral blacks carrying to the town. their bundles of 
fuel, which conſiſted of the branches of different 
ſorts of ſhrubs : amongſt others I diſtinguiſhed 
cunonia capenfis, and ſeveral beautiful ſpecies of 
the protea, I was much gratified at having an 
opportunity to ſee theſe fine plants, and regretted 


only that they had been gathered for no other pur- 
poſe than to ſerve as fuel. I picked out ſome 


ſpecimens for myſelf, and the blacks, whoſe bur- 


thens were not become much lighter for what | We 


had 
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had taken away, proceeded on their Journey to 


the town. It gave us pain to obſerve that theſe 


miſerable beings were obliged to march forward, 
without ever halting; though the ſteep deſcent 


of the mountain muſt have been extremely fa-. 


tiguing. 

The mountains in the neighbourhood of this 
town ſerve as a place of refuge for ſlaves, whom 
the barbarous treatment they endure compels to 
attempt their eſcape. Driven by hunger they 
then frequently approach, under cover of the 

night, to habitations, in order to procure by theſt 


their ſcanty means of ſubſiſtence. That they 


prefer ſuch a miſerable ſtate of exiſtence to re- 
maining with their maſters, proves how inhuman 
the treatment muſt be to which they are expoſed. 
It muſt be very dangerous to truſt one's ſelf, alone 
and unarmed, amongſt the cleſts of the rocks, 
where theſe wretches, driven by deſpair, ſhut 
themſelves from the ſight of the ſun, in order to 
eſcape from ſlavery. 

Some drops of water, that ooze at this height 
from fiſſures between the beds of micaceous ſchiſ- 
tus, afford the traveller means of quenching his 


thirſt. 


The high borders of the cleſt, through which 


We were aſcending, were ornamented with vari- 
ous beautiful ſpecies of lilacs: we obſerved parti- 
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cularly the antholiza ethiopica, remarkable for the 
brilliant appearance of its ſcarlet bloſſoms. 
Having arrived at the ſummit of the mountain, 
we were beginning to regale ourſelves upon the 
proviſions which we had brought with us, when 

wie obſerved ſome of the company of the Eſpe- 
rance coming towards us, who had undertaken 
the fame tour without) providing themſelves with 
any refreſhments for their journey; and we were 
heartily willing to let them ſhare in our frugal 
repaſt. . . 

The rain diſcharged by the clouds which had 
been detained over the ſummit of the Table 
Mountain during ſeveral of the preceding days, 

had formed pools in the clefts of the rock, be- 
tween which I found a great variety of curious 
plants. 5 1 

The ſummit of the mountain preſents a view 
of Falſe Bay in its whole extent, and I carefully 
followed it with my eye in all its windings. We 
deſcended by the ſame track that we had aſcended. 
Tt was already dark when I arrived in the town, 
loaded with an abundant collection of plants. 

26th. As ſoon as I had made the preparations 
requiſite for preſerving the ſpecimens which | 
had collected, I directed my obſeryations to the 
eaſtern part of the country. 
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Beyond the farther end of the bay there 1s a 
vaſt plain of ſand, on which one is ſurpriſed to 
ſee a prodigious number of plants vegetating. 
The moſt frequent are various ſpecies of the 
dioſma, polygala, and borbonia. Theſe plants, 
however, would not be able to ſupport themſelves 
in ſo barren a foil, if they did not ſhoot their 
roots to a great depth into the ground, ſo as there 
to imbibe the moiſture neceſſary for their vegeta- 
tion. 

I had to croſs ſeveral brooks, which take their 
riſe from the neighbouring mountains, and ſome 
of which are loſt in the ſands before they dit- 
charge themſelves into the ſea. In theſe moiſt 
ſituations I found the beautiful ſhrub, Bn ow 
fpir alis. 

The fiſſures in the ſand Gore as places of ſhel- 
ter for the ſnakes, which one frequently finds 
ſleeping upon their borders; but as ſoon as one 
| approaches them they immediately fly to their 
| lurking-places for refuge. 
| 27th. I reſolved to make a ſecond viſit to the 
Table Mountain. I went a little off from the 
common path, and enriched my collection with 
ſeveral plants which 1 had not ſeen before, In- 
deed it required a conſiderable length of time to 
exhauſt all the botanical ſtores of a country which 
produces ſuch an abundance of vegetahios. 

A thick 
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A chick fog ſuddenly ſpread itſelf over the part 
of the mountain where I ſtood, and obliged me 
immediately to deſcend. I ſhould certainly have 
loſt my way, had I not happened to be quite near 
to the path that leads to the foot of the mouns 
tain. Although there blew but little wind at 
that time upon the Table Mountain, the clouds, 

after paſſing over its ſummit, precipitated them- 
ſelves in the form of miſts, in the ſame manner 
as when they are impelled by the ſouth-caſt gales. 
286th. I enriched my collection with a num- 
ber of plants which I gathered i in the vicinity of 
the town. 

1 had hitherto fires but very few inſects, 
as they do not generally frequent places ſo much 
expoſed to currents of the air. 

On the 29th, I made an excurſion on the op- 
poſite ſide of the Table Mountain, following the 
courſe of the valley which divides it from the 
Lion's Mountain. 


The ain capenſis grew quite ala to the edge 
of the ſea. 

Having reached the heights, I had the pleaſure 
to ſee the ſides of the rocks ornamented with 
different ſpecies of ſhrubs, amongſt which the 
erica halicacaba particularly diſtinguiſhed itſelf, 
by the oval form, and beautiful tints of its 
flowers. 

The 
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The diſa grandiflora, one of the moſt beautiful 
plants of the claſs of orchis, grew upon the ſide 


of the ſmall ſtreams that wind themſelves among 
theſe mountains. 


This excurſion proved the more gratifying to 


me, as I made it in the company of M. Maſſon, 


who had acquired a very extenſive acquaintance 
with botany, in the courſe of his travels. 

The following days were employed by me in 
making new reſearches in the places I had alrcady 
viſited. Vegetation 1 1s here ſo varied, that I con- 
tinually met with new objects of attention. 


An Engliſh frigate, from Tellicherry, had been 


lying for five days at anchor at the Cape, on its 
return to England to give an account of an en- 
gagement that had taken place between the 
French frigate La Reſolue, of twelve guns, Cap- 
tam Calaman, and the Engliſh frigate Phenix, 


of eighteen. The Engliſh frigate had attempted 


to make prizes of ſome veſſels under the convoy 


of La Reſolue. 
The Engliſh, mole. to their uſual cuſtora, 


attempted to ſpread reports injurious to the cha- 
racter of Captain Calaman, who, according to 


the accounts we received from Ifle de France, 


had conducted himſelf with equal courage and 
generoſity. The Engliſh Commander would 


have done well to have contradicted theſe reports, 
TI A 
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by giving a juſt ſtatement of the facts; but it 
ſeemed it was his intereſt to diſguiſe them: for 
it is an unheard-of thing for that nation to make 
an attempt upon veſlels eſcorted by a ſhip carry- 
ing the flag of ours. 785 
Andther Engliſh veſſel, La — which 
arrived the day after the frigate es come to an- 
chor, obſerved the ſame conduct. 

I ought to remark, that our Conthander hay- 
ing ſent an officer on board each of theſe veſlels, 
to comply with a cuſtomary piece of etiquette, 

the Engliſh Captains were not polite enough to 
return the compliment. 

I had already provided myſelf with ſpecimens 
of moſt of the curious plants that were to be 
found in the neighbourhood of the Cape Town; 
and could not expe& to encreaſe my collection, 
without making an excurſion into. ſome of the 
more diſtant parts of the country. I had for ſe- 
veral days entertained a wiſh to viſit the chain of 
mountains, called by the Dutch Franſche-Hoek, 
| fituated at a much greater diſtance eaſtward of 

the town than their appearance might lead one 

to ſuppoſe them. Their aſpe& gave me reaſon 
to hope that I ſhould find them abounding with 
vegetable productions. | 

FeBrvary 9. The gardener to our expedition 
made one of the party. We had hired a Hottentot 


tO 


* 
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to lead the horſe that carried our baggage ; and 


a young negro, who hardly knew three words 
of the French language, ſerved as our interpreter, 


As a paſſport was neceſſary, M. Berg, one of 


the moſt amiable and intelligent men of the Com- 
pany, provided us with one. 

Colonel Gordon, Commander of the troops at 
the Cape, had furniſhed me with letters of recom- 
mendation to ſeveral of the coloniſts. — 

This gentleman is the celebrated traveller, who 
communicated to Buffon the firſt authentic ac- 


counts he received concerning the Giraffe, an 


animal till then very little known. Colonel Gor- 


don had penetrated as far as 21* S. lat. into the 


interior parts of Africa, with a view to making 
diſcoveries in natural hiſtory. He has often aſ- 
ſured me, that at this diſtance, more than twelve 
degrees north of the Cape, his barometrical ob- 


ſervations ſhewed him, that the ſurtace of this 


country was more than a hundred toiſes above the 
level of the ſea; though, in traverſing it, he had 
not been ſenſible of any riſing of the ground, 
but had thought he travelled over a plain that 


was very little elevated. Theſe obſervations, 


which he repeated at different times, after inter- 
vals of ſeveral days, ſeem to demonſtrate that the 
ſurface of this country riſes, in a gradual aſcent, 
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to a height equal to that of the moſt elevated 
mountains in the other parts of the globe. 
I leave it to natural philoſophers to determine, 
whether or not the ſinking of the mercury in the 
barometer procecded from another cauſe than that 
which produces the ſame effe&, when this inſtru- 
ment is carried upon high mountains. | 
We met a number of chariots drawn by three 
or four pairs of oxen. They were returning empty 
to the town, each of them conducted by a Hot- 
tentot, who ſtood erect in the carriage, and direct- 
cd his team with wonderful dexterity, by means 
of a long whip, which he held in his hand. | 
Though the foremoſt pair of oxen were at a great 
diſtance from him,. he never miſled any one of 
them that wanted the laſh. 
Our Hottentot marched on with his pipe in 
his mouth, and regaling himſelf from time to 
time with the Hottentot's fig (meſembrianthenun 
edule), which grew among the ſands on the road 
fide; without ſeeming to think of the horſe en- 
truſted to his care; ſo. that our baggage fell oft 
ſeveral times, and would have been left on the 
road, if we had not appriſed our ſmoker of it, who 
Vas walking on without taking any notice of the 
accident. We found it neceſſary to uſe threats 
in order to rouſe him from his lethargy, and ren- 
der him more attentive to his charge. 
Several 
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Several ſpecies of the geranium, polygala, lobelia, 
Sc. grew upon the ſandy plain through which we 
travelled. 

Having arriv ed at ſome ſandy grounds, we : ſaw 
ſeveral gazelles, but they kept at fo great a diſ- 
tance from us that we were not able to ſhoot any 
of them. 

Two hours after dark, we arrived at the houſe 
of M. Boſman, at Bottelary. The letter of re- 
commendation, which Mr. Gordon had given us, 


procured us a very friendly reception from this 


worthy planter, whom we found ſitting at ſupper 
in the midſt of his numerous family. He im- 


mediately invited us to ſit down with him, and 


ſet before us ſome very agreeable ſtrong-bodied : 


wine, made from the grapes that grow about 


Bottelary. Some merchants of the town ſell this 


wine at a very high price, as Conſtantia wine, 


to which however it is inferior in quality; and 
M. Boſman told us that it may be bought twelve 


times cheaper than the other. 
M. Boſman, in his inſulated ſituntion upon a 


ſmall ſpot of fertile ground, ſurrounded by a large 


deſart of ſand, was, of courſe, very defirous of 


hearing our news ; but we found it very difficult 


to communicate any to him, as our negro inter- 


preter appeared now much leſs fit for his office, 
than we had before conceived him to be. After 


1 having 
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having ſpent a great deal of time with ſaying very 


little, we went to take our repoſe, of which we 


ſtood in great need. We all envied the peaceable 


life which this reſpeQable planter leads, in the 


midſt of a family where the greateſt ſimplicity of 


manners is united with the moſt engaging polite- 
nels. 
19th. As ſoon as it was day, we went to take 


a view of the grounds about this delightful habi- 
tation. We found in M. Boſman's garden moſt 
of the kitchen- plants and fruits of Europe; fine 


plantations of almond- trees roſe before the front 


of the houſe, which was ſurrounded on all ſides 
with vineyards that conſtitute the chief wealth of 


the Owner. 
Soon after ſun-riſe, M. Boſman's youngeſt 


daughters, ſeeing that we were collecting inſects, | 
came to offer us their aſſiſtance. They hunted 


them through the garden with incredible ſwitt- 
neſs; and ſoon brought us a fine collection of 
ſuch as they thought the prettieſt. 

As we were ſhortly to ſail from the Cape, ve 


had not much time left us for our expedition to 


Franſche Hoek. We therefore took leave of this 
amiable family, with the moft ſenſible regret 
and proceeded on our journey. 

We arrived in good time at Stellenboſch, where 


we ſtopped at the houſe of M. Hoffman. 
The 
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The manner in which we were received at 
Stellenboſch afforded a ſtriking contraſt with the 
frankneſs and cordiality of our reception at Bot- 
telary. This was a very pleaſant village; but we 
found that we were not to expect every where 
that agreeable frankneſs of manners, which cha- 
racteriſes the planters of the Cape. We had ima- 
gined that a letter of recommendation from Co- 
lonel Gordon, addreſſed to M. Hoffman, would 
be ſufficient to introduce us: but it was not till 
after he had carefully examined our paſſport, that 
he invited us to remain at his houſe. There are 
no public inns at Stellenboſch, no more than at 
the Cape Town; but the Dutch inhabitants of 
the town accommodate ſtrangers at a ſettled price, 
which indemnifies the landlord. We were lodged 
at M. Hoffman's very nearly upon the ſame foot- 
ing as at the Cape. 

On the following day I viſited the hills in che 
neighbourhood of Stellenboſch. 

The beautiful tree called brabeium ſlellulifolium, 
remarkable for its fruit, which reſembles in ſhape 
that of the almond-tree, grew here upon the 
banks of a rivulet that runs through the village. 

Tenriched my collection with ſeveral kinds of 
orchis, and with the ſpecies of the protea, called 


mellifera, pallens and Nel: beſides a number of 
other plants. 
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is partly inhabited by French, ſerved as an aſylum 
for the proteſtant families, which in conſequence 


1n this part of Africa, where they were well re- 


provided with every requiſite for following the 


— — 


N perance, commanded by Citizen le Grand, not 


for ſhelter off the iſland of Robben. 


preſented ourſelves at the houſe of Gabriel De- 


134 VOYAGE IN SEARCH [1792, 

On the 12th we proceeded on our way, intend- 
ing to arrive towards evening at Franſche Hoek. 
This place, which, as is implied by its name, 


of the perſecutions they ſuffered on account of 
their religious opinions, croſſed the ocean, in the 
year 1675, with a view of eſtabliſhing themſelves 


ceived by the Governor, Simon Vander Stel, and 


employments of huſbandry. 
The wind from the ſouth-eaſt blew with force 


ſufficient to incommode us on our march. It 


Was, howevy er, by no means ſo violent here, as we 
learnt upon our arrival that it had been at the 
Cape. The great difference in the force of theſc 
gales depends, undoubtedly, upon local cauſes, as 
J have endeavoured to ſhew upon a former occa- 
fron. 

It was on this day that the pinnace of the Eſ- 


being able to reach the ſhip, was obliged to run 


We had to walk two hours after it was dark 
before we arrived at Franſche Hock, where wc 


prat, to whom I had a letter of recommendation. 


1 


As he was abſent, Jacob de Villiers, one of his 
neighbours, invited us to remain at his houſe, 
where we met with a very friendly reception. ; 


The names of theſe planters led us to hope that 
we were now amongſt people with whom Wwe 


could converſe in our.own language ; but theſe 
Frenchmen by extraction, having been obliged to 
make uſe of the Dutch for ſo long a ſpace of time, 
retained nothing of their mother-tongue beſides 
their family names. LEY 

It will not be unintereſting to the reader to 
know the names of thoſe French families that 
{till ſurvived in the midſt of theſe mute 
They were the following 
Lombart, Faure, Rotit, e Dupleſlis 
Marce, Ponte, Naudeé, Cronier, Hugo, de Villiers, 
Marais, du Buiſſon, le Roux, Deprat, Rouſſeaux, 
Villiers, Terrons, Hubert. 

We were here in a pleaſant. valley. where the 
rays of the ſun, reflected from the ſurrounding 
mountains, ſoon ripen the grape, which 1s the 
chief ſource of wealth to the inhabitants. A good 
deal of cheeſe is alſo made here. 


We employed the two following days! in ins: | 


ing up the mountains in this neighbourhood. I 
here collected ſpecimens of the protea florida and 


ferraria, amongſt a great variety of other plants. 
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Theſe mountains are compoled chiefly of gra- 
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labour very hard, are in general treated with hu- 
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. nite, and a very hard ſort of free-ſtone. The 
mould produced by the decay of the vegetables 
grow upon them, is the cauſe of the fertility of 


the vallies where the coloniſts reſide. Hence 


they are obliged to travel over ſandy deſarts in 
order to carry the produce of their labour to the 
town. This kind of ſituation is common to all 
the eſtabliſhments at any conſiderable diſtance - 


from the Cape. 


of Africa, in order to ſeek out ſome ſpots of 


arable land, ſcattered like iſlands 1 in an ocean of 
ſand; and after they have found them, every one 


applies to the ground he has cleared whatever 
mode of cultivation he thinks moſt adapted to 
The black ſlaves, though obliged to 


manity. It 1s remarkable that, contrary to the 


practice of the Spaniards, who always endeavour- 


to make proſelytes of their ſlaves, the Dutch plan- 
ters leave theirs in the moſt profound i ignorance 
of their religion. 

We frequently ſaw the ſnakes, which are much 
dreaded by the inhabitants of the country, lying 
in wait under the trees for the birds which often 
become their prey. 

The zebras are very common in theſe moun- 
tains : 


The cultivators are neceſſitated 
to go more than 500,000 toiſes into the interior 
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tains: they run away with prodigious ſwittneſ 


upon the approach of a man. 
The ape termed magot by Buffon {fimia inuuus, 
Linn.), ſometimes came very near to the houſe 


where we lodged. Ionce witneſſed a ſingular fact, 


which ſhews what authority theſe animals poſſeſs 


over their young. A large ape that was followed 
by a very little one, thinking himſelf unobſerved, 
took it up in one of his paws and beat it for a con- 


ſiderable ſpace of time with the other. If the 
apes knew how to proportion the puniſhment to 


the offence, the cub muſt have been very waage : 


for he got a moſt ſevere beating. 
The olive- coloured thruſh, and the ſtarling of 


the Cape of Good Hope, with ſome wood-peckers, 


&c. were the birds I moſt frequently ſaw during 
this excurſion. 20 
As our departure from the Cape was fixed to 


take place very ſoon, we were obliged to leave 
Franche Hoek much ſooner than we could have 


withed. We were in ſuch haſte to return to the 
town, that we bade adieu to our worthy hoſt 


Jacob de Villiers, at ten o'clock in the evening, 


and immediately ſet out on our journey. We 
marched the whole night through, and at length 
arrived at the ſame hour of the tollowing evening 
in the town, having travelled by way of the Paarl- 


Berg and Paarde-Berg. Such a forced march 


could 
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cGuld not fail td prove extremely fatiguing to us. 
who had for ſeveral days paſt enjoyed but a very 
few hours ſleep. ' One of the ſervants belonging to 
the Eſperance, Emard Serpoy, who had wiſhed 
to accompany us, as he was paſſionately fond of 
Gp ſhooting, was ſo overtaken with drowſineſs about 
midnight, that we were obliged to let him flee 
for half an hour upon the road, before he was able 
to proceed any farther with us. | 
I Was forry to learn, at my return from Franche 
Hoek, that we were to loſe three of our travel- 
ling companions, namely, the aſtronomer Ber- 
trand, the naturaliſt Blavier, and the painter Ely, 
who had requeſted the Commander to leave them 
on ſhore, as' their health did not allow them to 
accompany us farther on our expedition. Ber- 
trand having aſcended the Table mountain a few 
days before, in order to make ſome barometric 
obfervations, had fallen in ſuch a manner as to be 
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very feverely hurt. I was informed at my return 
to France, that he was not ſo fortunate as to ſee 
his country once more, having died at the Cape, 
a ſhort time after our departure. 

As all the houſes in the Cape Town are built 
vith flat roofs, it preſents a very agrecable view. 
The fortifications on the ſide facing the ſea had 
been rendered ſtronger, a few years ago, by addi- 
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The Commander perſuaded me, as the veſlels 
were already ſo much lumbered, to leave the col- 
lections of natural hiſtory, which I had made 
during our ſtay at the Cape, 1 in the hands of Gui, 
agent of the French government. This perſon 
promiſed to ſend them to France by the firſt op- 
portunity. They, however, never arrived there, 
and I was informed at the Iſle de France, upon my 
return from the South Sea, that they had been 
ken by the naturaliſts Mace and Aubert Petit 
Thouars, depoſited in a granary belonging to this 
agent, long after our departure from the Cape; 
though he had had plenty of opportunities to ſend 
them to France, it his deſign had been to fulfil 
his engagement. 

Few ſpots of the globe fo well dee the at- 
tention of a commercial nation, as the Cape of 
Good Hope. Its ſituation has rendered it as an 
anchoring ſtation almoſt indiſpenſably neceſſary 
for ſhips ſailing to the Eaſt Indies. It affords 
abundance of proviſions; but the reſtrictive regu- 
lations daily diminiſh the number of ſhips fre- 
quenting this harbour, as they now endeavour to 
reach the place of their deſtination without touch- 
ing at the Cape; and ſome put into the harbour 
at St. Helena, where they are able to proviſion 
themſelves at an eaſier rate, 

The ſpirit of ſpeculation that prev ails amongſt 

the 
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the Dutch Company, has often induced them to 
feigna great ſcarcity of provifions at the Cape, in 
order to enhance their price. The cultivators 
are not permitted to enter into a direct bargain 

with ſtrangers for the produce of their lands; but 
are obliged to leave them to be diſpoſed of by the 
Company, who frequently purchaſe them at a 
price four times leſs than that which . them- 
ſelves receive. | 

The vexatious interference of the ſuperior 
agents in the concerns of their ſubordinate offi- 
cers, turns likewiſe to the diſadvantage of ſtran- 
gers, who find it impoſſible to eſcape from the 
rapacity of ſo many perſons, all combined againſt 
their intereſt. This avaricious. ſpirit gradually 
undermines the proſperity of this country, as it 
_ renders navigators unwilling to touch at the Cape 
whenever they can avoid it. A ruinous propen- 
fity to extravagance, which has for ſome year: 
| paſt prevailed amongſt the women, has produced 
a great change in the manners of the inhabitants, 
who are now eagerly intent upon adopting all 
the taſhions of Europs. _ ; 

All theſe evils have ariſen from the Dutch 
government having ſo groſsly miſtaken its own 
intereſt, as to leave a place of the laſt import- 
ance to the navigation of India, under the direc- 
tion of a company of private merchants, But it 
: 15 


OR 
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is known, that the political views of this people 
generally act in ſubordination to the deſire of gain, 
which governs them, and is often in contradiction 
with their intereſts as a nation. 

It was then expected that commiſſaries were 
to be ſent from Europe, in order to put affairs 
upon a better footing: but ſuch commiſſaries have 
been ſent ſeveral times, and the affairs ſtill re- 
mained in their former condition. 

We laid in a ſufficient ſtock of prov ions at 
the Cape to ſupply the place of what we had al- 
ready conſumed. It would have been well if as 
much of our European ſtock as was bad 1 in its 
quality had been changed for better. The con- 
tractors had deceived us in the quality of the 
wine which we bought of them. We had paid 
them double the ordinary price, that we might 
have 1t of the beſt quality, and ſuch as would 
keep for a long time. Part of it, however, was 
already ſpoiled before we reached the Cape. 
When we arrived there, it was a matter of the 
utmoſt 1mportance to have it changed, and the 
more ſo, as we knew we could not do it in the 
ſubſequent part of our voyage. (We might there 
have had our choice between the wine of the 
country and Bourdeaux wine, as a veſſel at an- 
chor in the road had a cargo of the latter on 
board. Why it Was neglected, I am at a loſs to 


compre - - 


1 
14s 
G 
mn 
0 
4 
{ 


- * 4 _ . : - = 
aw 5” 2 => — — - 
7 — a 8 — 
g 1 2 — * 
FIT 


9 
— — — — 
- =_ _— 

SE — 
- pr —_— 


— 


1242 VOTAGE IN SEARCH 11792. 


comprehend. The conſequence was, that our 
bad wine grew worſe and worſe, till we were at 
length obliged to ſubſtitute brandy in its place. 
This piece of negligence deprived us of one of 
the beſt means for preſerving the health of the 
crew during a voyage, in the courſe of which they 
ran the hazard of being in want of every neceſ- 
ſary. 
The obſervations taken on 0 the Re- 
cherche, gave us for. its anchoring ſtation at the 
Cape of Good Hope, 330 3424S. lat. 1649. 
longitude. 
The variation of the magnetic needle at the 
fame place was 249 30' W. 
Our aſtronomer Bertrand found, for the place 
of his obſervatory 1 in the town, 33® 550 22 4— 5ths 
S. lat. 160 3“ 45“ E. long. 
The variation of the magnetic needle, as FE 
ſerved by him, was 240 31' 52" W. The dip of 
a flat needle gave 47 25/. 
During the whole time we lay at anchor, the 
mercury in the thermometer was never higher 
than 252 above o. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Departure from the Cape of Good Hebe. Dear of 
the Mafter-Carpenter of the Recherche. Divers 
; Occurrences. —Singular Flight of the Albatroſs. 


—The Ifle of St. Paul ſcen. Con 1flagration of 
its Foreſts—Prodigious Swarms of Inſe&s in our 


Ship's Biſcuit Violent Effects of the Surge— 
The Commander dangerouſly wounded—Lumi- 
nous Points at the Extremity of the Conductors 
Large phoſphoreſcent Corpiſeles- In Conſe- 
quence of an erroneous Obſervation taken by Wil- 
laumez, we enter by Miftake into Tempeſt Bay in- 
ftead of Adventure Bay—General Obſervations 
upon the Variations of the Magnetic Needle— 
Gradual Diminution of the Phoſphoreſcency of 
the Water, proportionate io our Diſtance from 
the Land—Courſe of the Currents Ve are ob— 
liged to heat the Plach where our Time-keepers are 
kept— Anchorage in Port Dentr ecgſteaux. 


10th FEBRUARY. 


\ E waited only for a favourable wind to 

quit our ſtation at the the Cape, when a 
fouth- caſt breeze ſpringing up about ten o'clock 
in the forenoon, enabled us to get under way. 
Scarcely had we ſpread our fails, when a ſudden 
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lence, that it prevented us for ſome time from 


lay at anchor in the road. However, we ſoon run 


put an end to his life. We felt the loſs of this 
man the more ſenſibly, as the carpenter of a ſhip 
is one of the moſt uſeful perſons on board, eſpe- 


_ diſcovery in the midſt of ſeas full of rocks and 
ſhoals, where one is in perpetual danger of being 


the means of conſtructing another veſſel to re- 
ceive the crew, all hopes of reviſiting one's native 


cable to put them on ſhore. They were, of courle, 
permitted to accompany us. The one was a fol- 
dier, deſerted from the garriſon at the Cape; the 
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ſquall from the mountains blew with ſuch vio- 


making uſe of our rudder, fo that we were in 
danger of running foul of ſonie of the ſhips which 


paſt them, and ſtood for the offing. 

18th. About eight in the morning our maſter- 
carpenter, Louis Gargan, died, a victim to the 
exceſſes in which he had indulged during our ſtay 
at the Cape. A fever, which appeared flight in its 
commencement, grew afterwards ſo violent as to 


cially in a voyage undertaken for the purpoſe of 
ſhipwrecked, and where, if one does not poſlek 


country muſt go with the wreck to the bottom. 

Two perſons had concealed themſelves in the 
ſhip before our departure from the Cape, and did 
not make their appearance upon deck till we were 
ſo far from the land that it was no more practi- 


other 
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other a German, a very ſkilful workman in ma- 
thematical inſtruments, who had practiſed his 
trade for nine years in England. The Engliſh, 
he told us, were going to ſend him to Botany- 
bay, amongſt a great number of other convicts. 
be ſent thither for debt. Having ſeized an op- 
portunity of eſcaping from the veſſel where he 
was confined, he fled for refuge to the mountains 


in the neighbourhood of the Cape-Town. We 


him as our armourer, and afterwards as a ſmith. 
The armourer of our {hip had been left on ſhore 
at the Cape, on account of ſickneſs. 

On the 20th of February we weathered Needls 


winds from S. W. and W. 

On the 22d we were in 35% lat. S. long. 20% E. 
when the ſoundings gave us our depth at 62 fa- 
thoms, over a bottom of grey calcareous ſand. 


on the 25th they drove us towards S. W. as we 
the current, at this ſeaſon of the year, takes a S. 


W. direction along the coaſt of Natal, which we 
had in ſight. 


Vo I. I. 1 windmill, 


He aſſured us, that he had been condemned to 


had no uſe for the talents of this artiſt in the line 
of his profeſſion; we therefore firſt employed 
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Point, at the diſtance of about. 100 toiſes, i 


The currents had hitherto ſet to the N. W. b but 


were now off the channel of Mozambique, Where 


On the 26th the ſurge ran 10 high, tha a 
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windmill, which we had faſtened very ſtrongly 
to the poop, was carried away by the billows. As 
our veſſel was much too heavily laden, we thought 


ourſelves indemnified for the loſs, by getting rid 


of a burden of eleven hundred weight. I do not 
know how it happened that we were burthened 
with ſuch an almoſt uſeleſs machine, ſince where- 
_ ever we were able to procure wheat, we could 
likewiſe procure flour. At any rate, a hand-mill 
ſix times lighter, would have been leſs cumber- 
ſome, and would have anſwered our purpoſe 
better. 

The rolling of the veſſel was ſo violent, that 


our time-keepers ſtruck againſt the ſides of their 


boxes, which ought. t to have been made rather 
more ſpacious. 

We ftill ſaw a great number of flying fiſh, 
though we had already paler: the 350 of S. la- 
ele. | 
The quarter-galleries of both veſſels were built 
much too low, particularly conſidering they drew 
o deep. We had reaſon to apprehend that they 
might be carried away by the ſurge, if it ſhould 
long continue to run ſo high : thoſe of the lower 


deck of the Eſperance were already conſiderably 


damaged. 

29th. At this: ſeaſon 5 the year, . that 
approach near to the mouth of the channel of 
Mozambique, 


> — 
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| Mozambique, generally meet with violent ſtorms. 


The gradual fall of the mercury in the barometer 


to the amount of eight lines, whilſt the north-eaſt 
winds blew from this gulph, gave us a preſage of 
a ſtill more violent hurricane. The clouds con- 


tained ſuch a ſuperabundance of electric matter, 
that though our conductors helped to draw off a 


portion of it, the lightning frequently ſtruck into 
the water at the diſtance of a few yards from our 
veſſel. A gale from the eaſt, which brought back 
fair weather, was preceded by a riſe of two lines 
in the mercury of the barometer. On the 14 of 
March, the ſea was ſwelled to ſuch a height by 


this gale, that we often loſt ſight of our conſort 
behind the billows. This veſſel, ſeen at the diſ- 


tance of two or three hundred toiſes, preſented a 
magnificent ſpectacle ; ſometimes it appeared bu- 
ried in the waves; again it emerged, and mount- 
ed to the very ſummit of the ſurge, ſhewing a 
great part of its keel above the water. ES 


3d. As the ſwell abated, we knew that we had 
ſalled beyond the mouth of the channel of Mo- 


zambique ; for, although the wind continued to 
blow with nearly the ſame violence as on the pre- 
ceding days, the ſea, being ſheltered by the coaſts 
of Madagaſcar, became very tranquil. We ſaw a 
prodigious quantity of the fucus pyriformss, the 
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largeſt ſpecies of that genus, floating upon the 
ſurface of the water: they had undoubtedly been 
detached from the rocks that bound the coaſt of 
that large ifland. This fucus, which 1s ſeveral 
yards in length, is provided with ſmall bladders 
filled with air at the extremities of 1ts higheſt 
leaves, whereby it is enabled in its growth to take 
a direction towards the ſurface of the water. 
About five o'clock | in the evening we were ſur- 
rounded by a great number of whales, which came 
within a hundred yards of our ſhip. The Anglo- 
Americans, who ſometimes viſit theſe ſeas in or- 
der to fiſh for the whales, are more than indem- 
nified for the expences of their equipment by the 
profits from the oil which they carry home. 

Ihe depoſitions of the Captains Magon Iepi- 
nay and Preaudet, had determined our Comman- 
der to endeavour to reach the Admiralty Iflands 
as ſoon as poſſible, thinking that, after paſſing 
along the north coaſt of New Holland, we ſhould 
be able to arrive there brtore the return of the 
eaſtern monſoon. We had, however, made as 
| yet but very little way, being, on the 6th of March, 
only in 442 E. lon. The apprehenſion of being 
detained at the Molucca Iſlands during the whole 
time of the eaſt monſoon, which was expected to 


ſet in during the month of March, induced hin 
to 
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to relinquiſh his former intention, and reſolve to 
double the Cape of Van Diemen, in order to 92 
into the South Seas. 

About half an hour after ſix o eise in the 
morning, he ſent a boat to the Eſperance to ac- 
quaint the Captain with his determination. The 


wind fell all of a ſudden when the two ſhips were 


very cloſe to each other. A very high ſurge in- 


creaſed the danger of our ſituation ; ſo that the 


bowſprit of the Eſperance was very near running 


foul of our ſtern, had the veſſels not been 20 


clear of each other by the boats. 
We found that the currents ſet to the north; 
The ring by which the long-boat, that had been 


ſent to take an obſervation of their direction, was 
faſtened to the cable, gave way as they were hoiſt- 


ing it on board, and the compaſs that they had 
been uſing was deſtroyed. = | 
Though we were upwards of 1,000,000 toiſes 
from the Cape of Good Hope, we ſaw ſeveral al- 
batroſſes (diomedea exulans), ſome of which let us 
come very near them, as they floated upon the 


lurface of the ſea. We frequently obſerved them 
thruſt their beaks very deep under the water to 


ſeize their prey. 

The flight of theſe birds is very aſtoniſhing. 
One cannot perceive any motion of their wings 
except at the moment they raiſe themſclves into 
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the air; when they frequently uſe their feet alſo, 
which, being webbed, ſerve them to make ſeveral 
| ſtrokes againſt the water, in order to raiſe them 
ſelves out of it. This impulſion being once 
given, they have no more occaſion to ſtrike their 
wings together, but hold them very widely ex- 
panded, whilſt they fail along, balancing their 
bodics alternately from right to left, and ſkim- 
ming ſwiftly over the ſurface of the ſea in queſt 
of their food. This mode of poiſing themſelves 
in the air undoubtedly ſerves to accelerate their 
flight, but one can hardly ſuppoſe it to be ſuth- 
cient for ſupporting them above the ſurface. 
Perhaps ſome imperceptible tremulous motion of 
their feathers may be the principal cauſe of their 
extraordinary mode of flying. If that be the 
caſe, they mult be provided with ſome particular 
mulcles adaptcd for the purpoſe ; on which ac- 
count I think that the ſtructure of the albatroſs 
deſerves to be very attentively inveſt! gated by ana- 
tomiſts. 
The puſfins of Buffon (procellaria ufiuus }, 
were very numerous in theſe ſeas. The flight of 
this bird is performed in a manner analogous to 
that of the albatroſs, for he often ſkims along for 
a great length of time without any perceptible 
motion of his wings: it is only when he changes 
his oblique porn from one {ide to the other 
that 
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that one may obſerve him ſtrike the air with the 

lowermoſt wing, by which his body is immedi- 
ately inclined in the oppoſite direction. 

We were ſteering our courſe S. E. E. in order 
to paſs between the iſlands of St. Paul and Am- 
ſterdam; but the wind having ſhifted to S. E. we 
were obliged to tack S. S. W. 

7th. About nine o'clock in the evening, as we 
were in lat. 34% 45” S. and long. 44* 5“ E. the 
wind ſmelt very ſtrong of ſea-water, Had we 
been failing in parts leſs known than theſc, we 
ſhould have had reaſon to apprehend that we 
were very near to ſome iſland. It 1s probable 
that the ſmell proceeded from a quantity of fucus 
detached from the ſouth coaſt of Madagaſcar, 
and carried a great way into the fea by the cur- 
rents. 

One of our ſailors, in a fit of drunkenneſs, 
threw himſelf into the ſea. As the weather hap- 
pened very fortunately to be calm he was taken 
up and put on board ; but this immerſion only 
increaſed his drunkenneſs, and he would have 
thrown himſelf again into the water it he had 
not been held faſt. 

We continued for twelve days with flight 
breezes that ſhifted from S. S. W. to N. N. W. 
veering round by E: to direct our courſe, as near 
as poſſible, o as to paſs between the iſlands of 
| K 4 Amſterdam 
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Amſterdam and St. Paul. I hough this courſe 
was the ſhorteſt, with, reſpect to diſtance, that 
we could have taken in order to arrive at the 
channel through Which we intended to 1ail, the 
want of wind detained, us much longer than 
might have been the caſe had we third | in ano- 
ther direction. By failing more directly ſouth- 
ward, we ſhould ſoon have met with winds that 
would have carried us in a ſhort time to the Cape 
of Van Diemen. | 

It was not belore the 28th of March, when 
we were in lat. 3718. that the N. N. W. wind 
began to blow pretty freſh. A great flight of 
gulls and mews ſhowed us that we were near 
land ; as theſe birds never fly to any great diſtance 
from the ſhore. We at length 'came in fight of 
it about half after one in the afternoon. It was 
the iſland of St. Paul, which bore S. E. at the 
diſtance of about 20,000 toiſes. This iſland was 
diſcovered m 1096 by Captain Valming, and 
called by him the Iſle of Amſterdam, whilſt he 
gave the name of the Ifle of St. Paul to the moſt 
ſouthern of the two. Captain Cook, whom | 
have herein followed, reverſed theſe appellations, 
and gave the name of Ifle of Amiterdam to the 
ſouthernmoſt, and that of Iſle of St. Paul to the 
other. | 

The Iſle of St. Paul preſented itſelf, 6-4 dif 


tance, 
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tance, as if covered with thick clouds, above which 
the tops of the mountains were viſible. In four 
hours time we were near enough to perceive that 
theſe clouds aroſe from the iſland itſelf, from 
whence a thick ſmoke aſcended, which almoſt 
entirely covered it, eſpecially towards the north. 
We obſerved flames in different places, and ſoon 
perceived that the foreſts were on fire: the courſe 
of the flames and ſmoke, Which appeared ſuc- 
ceſſively in different parts of the country, pointed 
out to us the progreſs of the conflagration. We 
ſteered our courſe ſo as to paſs as near as poſſible. 
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to windward of the iſland. The ſame ſpecies 1 on, 
birds that we had obſerved a few hours before we bs 
eſpicd land were flying about the rocks Where 2 15 
they had their neſts. A great number of ſcals 1 
ſwam amongſt large maſſes of fucus that had E:. 
been detached from the iſland, along the ſouthern 1 
coaſt of ,yhich we ranged at the diſtance of about i ? 
250 toiſes from the ſhore. This coaſt is very : 


ſteep and pertectly ſafe : the ſurges, which tol- 
lowed its direction, would have apprized us of our 
danger in approaching it if there had been any 
thoals. The mountains on the ſouth-eaſt ſide of 
the iſland deſcend with very ſtcep declivities as 
tar as the edges of the ſea, and appeared to me to 
conſiſt of layers of free-ſtone, inclined from north 
to touth ſo as to form an angle of fifty degrees 

with 
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with the horizon. Farther to the ſouth 1 obſerved 
horizontal layers of the fame kind of ſtone, from 
whence a ſmall rivulet diſcharged itfelf, in a caf- 
cade, into the ſea. The rocks facing the ſea were 
ſhaped into a variety of thoſe groteſque figures, 
commonly termed lufits nature. We obſerved 1 
light ſmoke aſcending in puffs from a ſmall ſub- 
terrancous cavern at a little diſtance from the 
ſhore ; though we could not learn whether the 
foreſts had caught fire from ſome conflagration in 
the bowels of the earth, or had been kindled in- 
tentionally by the inhabitants. I was informed 
at Iſle de France, upon my return from the South 
Seas, that an American veſſel had left ſome men 
at the iſlands of Amſterdam and St. Paul, for the 
_ purpoſe of collecting oil from the fat of ſeals, 
which are very numerous on thoſe coafts. But 
though we watched very attentiyely to ſee if any 
ſignal was made for our aſſiſtance, we obſerved 
no ſigns of the iſland's being inhabited. At any 
rate it would have been impoſſible to put in 
there, as we could not have found an anchoring- 
place except to leeward of the ifland, where we 
ran the riſk of being ſuffocated by the ſmoke. | 
The ſmell of the ſmoke Teemed to ſhow that it 
proceeded entirely from the combuſtion of vege- 
8 
The mountains gradually diminiſh in height 
towards 
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towards the ſouth-eaſt end of the iſland ; fo that, 
in fayourable weather, veſſels might eaſily put in 
at that part of the coaſt. We obſerved ſeveral 


ryulets, which, after winding with a ſerpentine 
courſe amongſt the hills, diſcharged themſelves 


into the ſea. 

We were ſtill very near to the iſland when the 
night came on. The land then appeared as if co- 
yered with a ſheet of fire, whilſt the illuminated 
ſmoke gave that vivid appearance to the 17 
which generally portends a hurricane. 

The iſle of St. Paul is about 10 „000 toiſes in 
" circumference, and ſituated in about 379 500 I. 
lat. and 752 Y E. lon. 

The variation of the magnetic needle was here 

17 W. | 

During the continuance of the gales from N. W. 


and S. W. the mercury of the barometer gradually 


tell eight lines. On the firſt of April, it was ſta- 
tionary at 27 inches 7 lines, when the gale was fo 
ſtrong, that we went at the rate of ten knots 


with the fore and main top-ſails ſet. We never 


ran ſo faſt as on this day, in the whole courſe of 
our voyage. We were now already in 4048S. lat. 


Lon. 83 E. 


Hitherto we had flattered ourſelves that no 


fraud had been practiſed upon us, at leaſt with 
| reſpect 
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reſpect to the quality of our ſea-biſcuit. But we 
diſcovered, when it was too late, that a part of 
it had already made a voyage 'betore ; for, at the 
end of five months after our departure from Breſt, 
it ſwarmed with prodigious numbers of thoſe 
maggots, that are afterwards changed into the | 
ſpecies of fly known by the name of dermeſtes pa- 
niceus. Theſe inſets ſoon became very trouble- 
ſome to us: in the ni ght-time they burnt them- 
| felves at our lamps in ſuch numbers, as very fre- 
quently to extinguiſh them. From the biſcuits 
the maggots ſoon ſpread themſelves throughout 
all the reſt of our proviſions, and it laſted a conſi- 
derable time before we could conquer the diſguſt 
which it at firſt gave us, when we ſaw them 
ſwarming | in all our food. 

2d. The impetuoſity and dunes of the 
ſqualls obliged us to make a great many tacks. 
They once forgot to ſhiver the main top-ſail be- 
tore they brailed it up, and it was 8 torn 
in pieces. 

On the 4th of April, being 1 in 41“ S. lat. 920 . 
lon. we ſaw a great number of birds; amongſt 
others, gulls and the /arus marinus, which ſeldom 
fly far from the land. Probably we were ncar to 
ſome rock or iſland. Though we had mace a 


very £ good run, we ſtill ſaw-the ſame kinds of birds 
on. 
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on the following day. The land where they have 
their abode may poſſibly be diſcovered, when theſe 
ſeas ſhall be more frequented by navigators. 

14th. A fall of the mercury in the barometer 
from 28 inches 3 lines, to 27 inches 7 lines, an- 
nounced the approach of violent gales, which 
blew from W. and S. W. and raiſed the billows 
ſo high that they frequently daſhed over our 
decks. One of them, that had entangled our 
mizen chains, broke againſt the ſtern of the veſſel 
with ſuch force, that the ſailors thought we had 
{truck upon a rock. The ſhock was tremendous, 
and ſome of the ſtore-rooms inſtantly leaked. 

The violence of the ſhock had thrown the 
Commander againſt one of the corners of a bar- 
re]l-organ, intended as a preſent to ſome ſavage 
chief. The ſurgeon thought at firſt that he had 
fractured one of his falſe ribs; and the pain was 
1o great, that, whenever he ſmeezed, it threw him 
into a fainting fit. However, he ſoon recovered 

his health. IS | 
During the night the atmoſphere was filled 
with a ſuperabundance of electric matter: a part 
was drawn off by means of our conductors, upon 
the top of which we obſerved a luminous ſpeck, 


that vaniſhed and re- appeared ſeveral times in ſuc- 


ceſſion. The ſea enge more phoſphoric than 
uſual. 
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In the courſe of the night a large wave daſhed 
over the deck of our veſſel, having made its way 
through the opening between the fore-caſtle and 
quarter-deck, where we kept our boats. When! 
ſprang out of my bed, I found the cabin filled 
with water, and imagined we were going to the 
bottom. It kept us a long time employed before 
we could rid the ſhip of the water it had tal:en 

Three or four ſuch waves would infallibly 
IA ſank us. We ſhould not have ran ſuch » ha- 
zard, if we had been provided with means to lay 
gratings over the large opening by which the wave 
entered. 

On the 17th of April, when we were in lat. 
43 S. long. 1299 E. the variation of the mag- 
netic needle was 0. 

The Eſperance was 1 that in aſe of 
ſeparation, our rendezvous at Van Diemen's Cape 
was to be the Bay of Adventure, inſtead of the 
Baie des Huitres. 

We lay to under our fore- ſail during the night 
of the 20th, as our day's work had brought us 
fo near the coaſt, that we could not carry full fail. 
At nine in the evening, we ſounded, without 
ſtriking ground, with a line of ſeventy-five fa- 
thoms. We brought up with the lead a great 
quantity of phoſphoric ſubſtances, from about 

three to ſeven inches in 1 As the 
com- 
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chor in Adventure- bay. 
yet permit him to leave his cabin, he was obliged: 
to give his orders reſpecting our route, according 
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compreſſibility of water has been demonſtrated, 
we know the principal cauſe of theſe ſubſtances 
being ſuſpended at different depths below the ſur- 
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face of the water, in proportion to their ſpecific 


gravity. 

21ſt. As ſoon as it was day we directed our 
courſe, with full fails, E. N. E. 

About half an hour after nine o'clock, we ob- 
ſerved a rock with a very ſharp point, known by 


the name of the Mew- Stone. Some other rocks 
and mountains of moderate height appeared to 


the eaſtward. The coaſt was indented with ſe- 
veral {ſmall bights 1 in the land ; ſome pretty high 
mountains were ſeen at a ſmall diſtance from the 


| ſhore, and we. could diſtinguiſh the large trees 


which covered their ſummits. 
We ſoon bore in with a bay open to the ſouth- 
caſt, An ifland was viſible to the eaſtward, and 
nearer us We perceived breakers to N. E. 

It was the Commander's intention to caſt an- 


to obſervations Which were reported to him as 


they were taken. An erroneous obſervation, taken 
by Citizen Willaumcz, * having been reported to 


* When we made the land of the Cape of Van Diemen, 
Willaumez was directed to take the neceſſary obſervations. 
| | 

3 


As his wound did not 
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him, he gave orders to manceuvre the ſhips, ſo a: 
to enter the bay ſituated on our left. In vain we 
looked for the Pinguin's Iſland, thinking our- 
ſelves in Adventure-bay, though it really was 
Tempeſt-bay, named thus by Taſman, who, hay- 
ing entered it in the month of November 1642, 
was in the moſt imminent danger of being driven 

afffore by a S. E. wind, when he endeavoured to 
get into the main ſea, 

As we had got very far into the bight of the 
bay, our ſoundings gave us a depth of from fifteen 
to twenty-five fathoms, over a bottom of ſhells. 
The Commander was on the point of giving or- 
ders to leave the bay, that we might paſs the 
night in the open ſea: however, he reſolved to 
diſpatch two boats, the one to the northward 
and the other to the ſouth-eaſt, in order to look 
out for ſome place of ſhelter for our ſhips. 

The men in the boat ſent to the north fide of 
the bay, found a place of anchorage, with a very 
good bottom, where we might eaſily procure 
wood and water. They had ſeen ſome remain: 
of huts, and near them large heaps of ſhells, that 
eppcared to have been broiled by the natives. 


On being aſked the bearing of Eddy-Stone, he ſaid it bore 
S. 192 W. though it actually bore S. 199 E. According“ 
the Commander gave orders to make the bay on our le!! 
as he could not doubt that it was Adyenture-bay. 


[t 


APRIL. OF LA PEROUSE. 161 


N It was, however, too late for us to put into 
| this anchorage before night. As the weather 
; was fair, it was reſolved to caſt anchor in Tem= 
peſt-bay, in a bottom of grey ſand, at the depth 
of ten fathoms. We had been ſixty- four days 
on our paſſage from the Cape to this place. Moſt 
of the navigators who have made it before zus, 
have performed it in fifty or at moſt fiſty- five 
days, It is to be obſerved, that they have ge- 
nerally ſteered ſouthward as ſoon as poſſible, in 
order to get into the track of the weſterly winds. 
This route is ſomewhat longer than that which 
we took, but at ſea it is not always by taking 
2 the ſhorteſt road that one arrives the ſooneſt at 
= one's place of deſtination. Navigators ought to 
be well acquainted with the ordinary courſes of 
the winds, that they may be able to get into thoſe 
which are the moſt favourable. The night con- 
tinued very fine, though the air was charged with 
a great deal of moiſture. We were ſheltered 
from the N. W. and W. N. W. winds, though 
Z we now and then experienced a few flight blaſts. 
We caught a great quantity of fiſhes with our 


- 
=. 
5 


=» 


W lines. They were of a great variety of different | N 
kinds: the moſt numerous were thoſe of the ſpe- Fe 
ies gadus. OY | 

The variation of the magnetic needle, obſerved — 1 | 


ben we paſſed under the meridian of Ifle de 


8 5 | 


than we found it near the coaſt of that iſland- 
a great difference when conſidered as ariſing 
merely from change of latitude. 


8d of March. It was then 30 2%, our lat. being 
34 307 S. and bong. 372 45 E. From that time 


432 9, long. 129 E.; after which it paſſed to E, 
and continued to increaſe in proportion as we ad- 


obſerved till the period when 1t was the greateſt, 
had been more influenced by change of longitude 
than of latitude ; though from that time, till we 
were under the meridian of Iſle de France, i: 
appeared to depend much more upon change 


been found 120 more than at Iſle de France. 


age, had diminiſhed in an inverſe proportion © We 
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France, at the diſtance of more than 700,000 
toiſes ſouth, had been greater by twelve degree: 


The greateſt W. variation obſery cd, was on tlie 


xt continued to decreaſe, till it became 0, 1n lat, 


vanced caſtward. 
The W. variation of the magnetic abode as. 


latitude ; for, from the point at which it had beer. 
the greateſt, till we paſſed under the meridian 0! 
Ile de France, having changed our longitude by 
17 degrees, and our latitude by 23, the variation 
had been only 49, though, by a change of latitud: 
to 17 degrees further ſouth, the variation had 


The phoſporeſcence of the ſea, during this pat 


our diſtance from the land; ſo that a conſiderable 
tim: 
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time before we ſaw. the iſland of St. Paul, one 
could hardly perceive any appearance of phoſ- 
15 phoreſcence 1 in the waves. 

During our paſſage trom the Cape, the ther- 
mometer had never indicated lower than 82 be 
low 0, nor higher than 20? above o. The mer- 

cury in the barometer, daring the ſame period, 
had never ſtood higher than 28 inches 7 lines, 
nor lower than 27 inches 7 lines. 

While we were in the track of the variable 

- winds, the currents had ſet from 10' to 20/7 N.; 
but whilſt we were ſailing off the S. W. coaſt of 
New Holland, they had ſet eaſtward, Theſe 
© differences in their direction depend upon the 
3 fituation of the lands. 
Our tables for rectifying the irregularities of l 
our time-keepers ariſing from difference of tem- 0 
perature, extended no farther than 15 of Reau- 
mur's ſcale, and the balance-bow for our pendu- 
lum-clock was only calculated to anſwer between 
105% and 115% The latter was conſtantly above i 
115%, and the temperature of the atmoſphere 
was very often lower than 15 of the thermo- 
meter. It was neceſſary to keep up a degree of 
temperature, at leaſt equal to this, in the place 
= where our time-keepers were depoſited. A com- 
Y mon lam p might have anſwered this E but | 
'L2 we "Te 
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we preferred one of D' Argand 8, in order to avoid 
the ſmoke. 
22d. The boats that had been diſpatched the 
| preceding day for that purpoſe, were again ſent to | 
ſound at the entrance of the ſtation where we in- 
tended to caſt anchor, as they had not had time 
ſufficient to do it the evening before. About 
half an hour aſter nine we received the agrecable 
intelligence, that it was a very well ſheltered har- 
bour, with ſafe anchorage in a bottom of muddy 
ſand, not leſs than 34 fathoms in depth at the 
entrance facing the middle of the bay. Their 
1oundings had given them from 23 to 4 fathoms 
throughout a conſiderable part of the harbour, 
which extends land-inwards about 2,500 toiſes. 
It was a better ſtation in every reſpect than Ad- 
venture-bay, and we could here ſupply ourſelycs 
with wood and water as eaſily as we could with. 
Though the breeze was againſt us, it was at 
fir ſo inconſiderable that we could be towed to- 
wards the harbour; but we had ſcarcely proceed-.. 
ed 500 toiſes, when it blew freſher and obliged us 
to caſt an anchor. The Eſperance, however, 
continued to be towed, and nearly reached the 
entrance of the harbour before it grew dark. 
A boat which we ſent out to fiſh, took ſo many We 
at a ſingle draught of the net, that the diſtribution Ef | 
| was 


APRIL] OF LA PEROUSE., | 165 
was immediately made; and every one contented 
with his portion. PR 

We were much ſurpriſed to find amoneſt the 
fiſh caught with the line in the courſe of the night, 
ſome ſharks about a fathom in length. They 
were of the ſpecies /qualus cinereus. This kind 
of ſhark never riſes from the bottom of the water. 
We never ſaw it approach the ſurface during the 
whole time of our ſtay at the Cape of Van Die- 
men. It does not appear to be dangerous to man; 
for our ſailors, though they bathed here very fre- 
quently, never met with any accident. It finds 
ſufficient food on theſe coaſts to ſatisfy its vora- 
city without attacking men : otherwiſe the na- 
tives of the country, who frequently dive to a 
great depth into the ſea in queſt of ſhell-fiſh, 
would be in perpetual danger of being devoured 
by theſe animals. . 

Some mountains, Which appeared to be above 
500 toiſes in perpendicular height, were viſible 
towards the north at a diſtance of about 15,000 
toiſes. Their ſummits were covered with tall 
trees, whoſe verdure gave additional beauty to the 
magnificent proſpect which they exhibited. 

An officer belonging to our veſſel, who had 
been ſent to take the ſoundings at the farther 
end of the harbour, went on ſhore, where he 
tound ſeveral huts, and near them the remains of 


L 3 \ broiled 
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broiled ſhell-fiſh, which had eyidently ſerved for 


food to the natives. 

25th. As we had hardly any wind; we weighed 
anchor a few hours before day-light, in order to 
be towed into the harbour. As the calm con- 
tinued, this proved the moſt expeditious method, 
and we were ſoon brought into our anchoring 
place. We ranged at a ſmall diſtance from a rock 
ſituated about the middle of the entrance, leaving 
it to our left. Our ſoundings indicated a depth 
of 24 to 34 fathoms ; in other parts of the ſame 
ſtrait it was from 42 to 114. 

About eight o clock, we caft aches? ina depth 
of three fathams, 350 totes trom the entrance of 


the harbour, to which we gave the name of Port 


Dentrecaſteaux. The neareſt ſhore was at thc 
diſtance of about 250 toiſes to the eaſtward. 
It 1s difficult to expreſs the ſenſations we felt, 
at finding ourſelves at length ſheltered in this 
ſolitary harbour at the extremity of the globe, 
after haying been ſo long driven to and fro in thc 
ocean by the violence of the ſtorms. 


The boats afterwards towed in the Eſperance, 
which caſt anchor about one o'clock'in the after- 


Noon, at a diſtance of 150 toiſes ſouthward of the 
Recherche. At firſt we had attempted to ap- 
proach nearer to the ſhore without taking the 


Joundings accurately ; but we ſoon found our: 
ſelres 
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{elves ſurrounded by the ooze, and were obliged 
to heave in at the capſtern in order to extricate 
ourſelves. 


CU - EMAP... Y; 


Abode at Port Daene if the Coaſt 5 
being. frequented by the Suvages Di ifferent Ex- 
curflons into the interior Part of the Country— 
Trees of an enormous Height — Excellence of the 
Soil—Black Swans—Large Trunks of Trees, 
hollowed by Fire, ſerve the Natives as Places of 

= Retreat—K angourou— Obſervations relating to 
I Comparative Anatomy Places of Shelter againſt 

I the Wind conſtructed by the Natives—Conflruc- 

tion of their Huts—A_ ſudden Guft of Wind 

breaks onr Chain Me run aground in the Mud 

— Meet with a young Sauvage Intelligence of a 

Paſſage by which one may ſail from Tempeſt into 

Adventare-bay—Huts of the Natrues—Phoca 

| Monachus—The Heart of this amphibious Animal 
has no Foramen Ovale—Obſervations relating 10 
Comparative Anatomy— Traces of Beafts of Prey 

at the Cape of Van Diemen Huts, which appear 
40% have been lately inhahited—/V rviparons Flies, 
the Larve of which produce ſpeedy Putrefaction 

i Fleſi- meat — Citizen Riche finds ſome burnt =_ 

L 4 human * 
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human Bones — Our Maſter Sail-maker loſes him- 
ſelf in the Woods Both Veſſels run aground in 
the Mud —Utenfils of the Savages Place of the 
Ob/ervatory—FV ariation of the Magnetic Needie 
— Time of High-water in the Harbour Depar- 
ture from Port Dentrecaſteaux—Paſſage through 
the Straits of Dentrecaſleaux—Fires—Sqvages 
ſeen on the Shiore One of them kindles the Fire 
in different Places Ve caſt Anchor in a large 
Bay at the Entrance of the Straits of Dentre 
caſteaux—FExcurſion into the Country —Savoges 


| found dreſſing their Food at the Fire— The Straits 


which we had diſcovered recerve the Name of the 
Straits of Dentrecafteaux— Anchoring Places in 
_ this Chaunel—Excurfions into the Countries ſilu- 


ated along its Cooſts—Rencounters with the Sa- 
 vages— Departure from the Straiis of Dentrec a- 


ſteaux. 


ORT Dentrecaſteaux is ſituated at the fartheſt 
end of Tempeſt-bay, and forms an almoſt 
oval baſin, extending about 2,500 toiſes in length 
towards N. N. E. lts greateſt breadth is about 
760 toiſes. The tall foreſts that ſurrounded us 


on all ſides, and the mountains at no great diſ- 


tance from the coaſt, which ſheltered more than 
one halt of the circumference of the harbour, 
added to the ſecurity of our anchorage, Though 

the 


34 
* 
1 
3 
5 
RX 
* 
<5 
4 
3 
A 
4 
1 
FA 
bY 
i 
__ 
x3 
I 
*Y 
_ 
PR 
2 
. = 
-Y 
i 
2 
3 
48 , 
* 
E 
8 
xy 
. E 
Js 
I 
. = 
7 
1 
x4 
* 
3 
1 
B 
1 
-»» 
3 
8 
Io 
Y 
25 
+2 
- > 
* 
<4 
3 
8 
wa 
7 * 
x 
* k 
3 
7» 
+ 1} 
5 
i; 
3 
VE 
2 
Ty 
12.4 
* 
= 
. 
3 
- - 
75 
- 
+ 
1 
8 
. 
* = 
= 
8 
- "8 
. 
us 3H 
1 
3 
9 
8 
13 
13 
7 
_— 
v4 
oy 
1 
18 
2 5 
1 
* 
1 
1 
2 
262 
_ 
3 
3 
3 
= 
—— 
= 
1 
K 8 - 
_ 
= 
>. 
> ; 
1 
-- 
= 
bo 
= 
x 
1 
At 
48 
. 
We”! 
Ws 
9 1 
Xx \ 
a 
1 
1 
r 2 
- = 
bs.” 
1 
1 
7 
_ 
"7 
=» 
1: xx 
3 
AY 
- 
"i 
_ 
Xx 
_ 
WS 
3 
8 
_ + 2608 
4 v5 
= 
3 
* 
* 
3 
* d 
48 
2 
V 3 
= - 
x5 
E * 
_ 2 
— 
— 
8 
5 * 
5 
\/ 
« 


ApRII. ] OF LA PEROUSE. 169 


the gales were never ſo high, our pinnaces could 
fail about it with ſecurity. A muddy bottom, 


about 3z fathoms in depth, let them run no ha- 
zard if they were driven aground. More than 
100 veſſels of the line might ride here with ſafety, 


and be ſupplied with as much wood and water as 
they ſtood in need of. 

Towards the N. N. E. extremity of the hays 
bour a ſmall river diſcharges itſelf into the ſea. 
Some of our boats attempted to row up the ſtream, 
but were prevented by the large trees that lay 
acroſs it. A few wild dogs were obſerved in the 
neighbouring country; and ſome ſheltering places, 

ſlightly conſtructed of the barks of trees, ſhewed 


that the ſhores were frequented by the natives. 


A piece of alga marina, of the ſpecies known by 


the name of fucus palmatus, was picked up. It 


was cut into the ſhape of a purſe, and appeared to 


have been uſed as a drinking veſſel, being found 
filled with water. | 


The weſt fide of the harbour is the moſt fa- 
vourable for taking in a ſupply of water. We took 


in ours on the W. S. W. and our wood on the 


oppolite ſhore. 


A fire that was ſeen at the diſtance of about 
5000 toiſes to the South, informed us that we 


were near the habitations of the ſavages, although 
we had as yet ſecn none of them. 


In 
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In the afternoon I went on ſhore, accompanied 
by the gardener and two others of our ſhip s com- 
pany, in order to make an excurſion into the 
country towards N. E. We were filled with ad- 
miration at the fight of theſe ancient foreſts, in 
- which the ſound of the axe had never been heard. 

The eye was aſtoniſhed in contemplating the 
prodigious ſize of theſe trees, amongſt which ther: 
were ſome myrtles more than 25 fathoms in 
height, whoſe tufted ſummits were crowned with 
an er verdant foliage: others, looſened by age 
from their roots, were ſupported by the neigh- 
bouring trees, whilſt, as they gradually decayed, 
they were incorporated piece after piece with the 
parent-earth. The moſt luxuriant vigour of vege- 
tation is here contraſted with its final diſſolution, 
and preſents to the mind a ſtriking picture of the 
operations of nature, who, left to herſelf, never 
_ deſtroys but that ſhe may again create. 

The trees in this foreſt did not grow ſo cloſc 
together as to prevent us from penetrating into it. 
We walked for a long time over ground, wherc 
the water, impeded in its courſe, has formed itſelf 
into marſhes, the borders of which we examined. 
Deeper within the foreſt, we found {rgall rivulets 
that contained very good water. Almoſt ever) 
where the ſoil conſiſted of a very fine mould, 


produced by the decay of vegetables, over a bed 
1 of 


»In 


f 


APRIL.) OF LA PEROUSE. 171 


of reddiſh, and ſometimes greyiſh ſand. In ſome 


places it conſiſted of an argillaceous kind of earth, 


which imbibing the water with great facility, 
forms itſelf into bogs; in others this earth has 
been waſhed away by the water filtrating through 
the ground, fo as to form pools, and ſometimes 
deep holes, the ſurtace of which being covered 
with plants, one does not eaſily apprehend any 
danger in approaching them, but by the inadver- 
tency of a ſingle moment may fall into them un- 
awares. An accident of this kind happened to 
the ſurgeon of the Eſperance, who, whilſt he was 
a-hunting, ſet his foot upon what he took to be 
firm ground, and fell into a very deep bog. He 
immediately diſappeared ; but fortunately he was 
able to ſwim. 


We found ſome 3 of huts in theſe 


woods, conſiſting of a frame-work made of the 


branches of young trees, and deſigned to be after- 
wards filled up with pieces of the bark, which 
the natives always ule to cover the outſide of their 


cabins. 


I gathered ſeveral ſpecies of the eucalyptus, 
during this excurſion ; amongſt others, that which 
White has denominated eucalyptus refinifera. This 
is a very tall tree, the ſpungy bark of which is 
viten three inches in thickneſs, and ſeparates very 
cally from the trunk. It produces a gum reſin, 


of 
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of a reddiſh colour and aſtringent taſte, which is 
| uſed for medicinal purpoſes. We likewiſe col- 
lected ſeveral ſpecies of philadelphus, the bankjia 
integr:folia, a new ſpecies of epacris, &c. 

On the ſea-ſhore we met the ſervant of Citi- 
zen Riche, greatly delighted with having ſhot a 
few birds, which he was carrying to his maſter, 
This man, who had but juſt recovered from a 
fit of illneſs, was ſtill upon the liſt of the ſurgeon 


172 


of the Eſperance, who thought he had a right to 


what his patient had ſhot ; but neither the threat 
of being purged, nor even that of being put upon 
ſpare diet could make him give up a ſingle bird. 


The ſurgeon too kept his word; for he made him 


ſwallow a purgative and put him upon a ſpare re- 
gimen. The ſervant, having learnt by melancholy 
experience the conſequences of diſobeying the 
Doctor, always ran away as faſt as he was able, 
whenever he eſpied him in any of his ſhooting 
excurſions afterwards. 

After having directed our route for ſome time 
to the north-caſtward, we arrived before night at 
the coaſt directly oppoſite to our veſſels, We ex- 
pected to be immediately taken on board, as we 
had been promiſed that a boat ſhould be ſent to 

fetch us, as ſoon as we wanted one. This might 
have been done in five minutes; but we were 


obliged to wait two hours on the ſhore, It would 
have 


y 
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have been a very proper regulation, if a boat had 
been kept expreſsly for the uſe of thoſe gentle- 


men of the expedition who were appointed to 
make reſearches into natural hiſtory. 


A bird that was ſhot upon one of the lakes, 


ſurpriſed us very much by the ſingularity of its 


plumage. It was a new ſpecies of the ſwan, of 
the ſame beautiful form, but rather larger than 
ours. Its colour was a ſhining black, as ſtriking 
in its appearance as the clear white of ours. In 


each of its wings it had ſix large white feathers ; 


a character, which I have uniformly remarked in 
ſeveral others that were afterwards killed. The 


upper mandibule was of a red colour, with a 


tranſverſe white ſtreak near the extremity. The 
male had at the baſe of it an excreſcence conſiſt- 
ing of two protuberances, that were ſcarcely ob- 
ſervable in the female. The lower mandibule is 
red at the edges and white in the middle. The 
feet are of a dark grey. (See Plate IX.) 

24th. It was ten o clock of the next morning, 
before I could finiſh my deſcription and prepara- 
tion of the ſpecimens I had collected the preced- 


= ng day. I then went to examine the country 


lituated to the eaſtward of our anchoring ſtation. 
It trequently happened that after having pene- 
trated into the woods to the diſtance of 500 toiſes, 
at moſt, from the ſhore, I was obliged to return 
towards 
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towards the coaſt on account of the difficultic; 
that obſtructed my paſſage, which was not only 
impeded by the underwood, but often rendered 


impracticable by the ftems of large trees thrown 


down by the wind. The direction in which they 
lay upon the ground, which was generally from 


ſouth-weſt to north- eaſt, proves that they were 
torn from their roots by violent ſouth-weſt winds. | 


As theſe trees ſhoot out their roots in an almoſt 


horizontal direction, they are eaſily torn from tlie 


ground by the force of the wind, and frequently 
carry with them a great quantity of earth, which 


at a diſtance appears like a wall raifed by the 


hands of men. 

The fineſt trees in this country are the different 
ſpecies of eucalyptus. Their ordinary thickneſs is 
about eighteen feet: I have meaſured ſome that 
were twenty-five in circumference. The ſpongy 
bark of the enugalyptus refinifera, becoming ſlip- 
pery in conſequence of the moiſture that con- 
ſtantly prevails in the heart of theſe thick foreſts, 
renders it ſtill more difficult to penetrate into 
them. This bark very readily peels off into pieces 
that have a great degree of flexibility, and are 
uſed by the natives for covering their huts. 


which ſpontaneouſly ſhell themſelves off from the 
lower part of the trunk. They might eaſily peel 


They 
often find long ſtripes of it about a foot in breadth, 


it 
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it off in pieces of twenty-five or thirty feet in 
length. ; | | 

Moſt of the large trees near the edges of the 
ſea have been hollowed near their roots by means 
of fire. The cavities are generally directed to- 
wards the north-eaſt, fo as to ferve as places of 
ſhelter againft the fouth-weſt winds, which ap- 
pear to be the moſt predominant and violent in 
theſe parts. It cannot be doubted that theſe ca- 
vities are the work of men; for had they been 
produced by any accidental cauſe, ſuch as the 
underwood taking fire, the flames muſt have en- 
compaſſed the whole circumference of the tree. 
They ſeem to be places of ſhelter for the natives 
whilſt they eat their meals. We found in ſome 


»l 
= 


they feed, and frequently the cinders of the fires 
at which they had dreſſed their victuals. The fa- 


vages, however, are not very fate in theſe hollow 


cavation, may eaſily be thrown down by a violent 
guſt of wind; neither are their ſeats very com- 
= modious, as the ground is very uneven, and we 
obſerved no contrivances to render it more level. 


Anderſon fpeaks of hearths of clay, made by the 
natives in theſe hollow trees. Whenever I have 


to have been placed there by the ſavages; but 


OC 


of them the remains of the ſhell-fiſi on which 


trees ; for the trunk being weakened by the ex- 


found any clay in them, it did not appear to me 
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one frequently meets with it piled up between 
the roots in conſequence of natural cauſes. At 
any rate, the natives of this country, as we ſhall 
| fee hereafter, do not make their fires upon hea1 hs, 
but kindle them on the bare ground, and prepare 
their victuals over the coals. 
Some of the largeſt trees were hollowed by 
the fire throughout the whole length of their 
trunks, ſo as to form a fort of chimnies : never- 
theleſs they continued to vegetate. 
Many of the large trunks that we felled during 
our ſtay at this place, were found, notwithſtand- 
ing their apparent ſoundneſs externally, to be 
rotten at the heart. 
After having follow ed the 7 that extends 
with numerous windings, towards the ſouth-eaſt, 
we attempted to make our way acroſs ſome 
- marſhes, in order to get into grounds that had ac- 
quired a more ſolid conſiſtence from the roots of 
the plants; but a ſpecies of the /clerya, which 
grows to the height of ſix or eight feet, cut our 
hands and faces, with its leaves, in ſuch a manner 
that we were obliged to deſiſt from our attempt. 
During this excurſion I killed ſeveral birds of 
the genus motacilla, and ſome parrots, amongſt 5 
which was the parrot of New Caledonia, de- q 
ſcribed by Latham. =_ 


We now Grected our route ads the en- 
entrance 


59 
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trance of the harbour, where tents had been 
pitched for the purpoſe of taking obſervations, as 
we were ſure of meeting there with a boat to 
carry us on board. | 
The aſtronomers expected the firſt of J uplter 3 
ſatellites to appear at about a quarter of an hour 
after eight in the evening; but with all their 
activity they could not get their inſtruments 
ready in due time; ſo that the opportunity was 
loſt. Bonvouloir, one of our officers, who had 
made the preliminary calculations a long time 
- tince, was ſo affected by this diſappointment, 
that he w ept like a child. 


One of our crew ſhot a young kangarou upon 
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N the ſhore. The animal, after running about a 
| nundred yards along the ſand, threw himſelf; into 
j the ſea and expired. It was remarkable that he 
| uſcd all his four feet in running, not ſupporting 
4 himſelf ſolely upon the hinder feet, as he is uſually 
1 repreſented to do; though theſe as well as the 
fore, are without hair on the inner fide, As he 
20cs in quęſt of his food more in the night-time. 
ban during the day, nature has provid led him 
| with the membrane termed by zooloziſts mem- 
rand niffitans, ſituated at the interior angle of 
de eye, which he can extend at pleaſure over the 
hole ball. His ſtomach was full of vegetables, 
and divided by three very diſtin& partitions, 
Vo Il. * which 
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which ſeem to approach him to the claſs of the 
ruminant quadrupeds. His teſticles were on the 
outſide of the abdomen. Theſe animals probably 
find a part of their food on the ſea- coaſt, as we 


frequently obſery ed the prints of their feet in the 


ſand. | 
25th. Having left ſome of my plants in the 
hands of the painter, that he might take a draw- 


ing of them, 1 followed the windings of the coaſt | 


in a ſouth-eaſt direction. The large ſlippery eb. 
bles which covered the ſtrand were a great im- 
pediment to us in walking. 

We found on the ſkirts of the foreſt | a fence 
conſtructed by the natives againſt the winds from 
the bay. It conſiſted of ſtripes of the bark of the 
eucalyptus refinifera, interwoven between ſtake: 
fixed perpendicularly into the ground, forming 


an arch, of about a third of the circumference ot 


a circle, nine feet in length and three in height, 


with its convex ſide turned toward the bay. A 


jemicirculur elev ation covered with cinders, and 
heaped round with ſhells, pointed ont the place 


where the natives dreſſed their victuals. Sucha 


fence mult be of great ſervice to them to prevem 
their fires being extinguiſhed, when the win! 
blows with violence. trom the ſea. 

Having croſſed a promontory of the coaſt, vc 
walked with diffic ulty over the looſe ſands, which 
Cove! 
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cover a large tract of land, that ſometimes lies 
under water. 585 


We found another of the fences above deſcribed 
on the ſkirt of the foreſt. It was of the ſame 


conſtruction and height as the former, but twice 
as long. Within it were broken pieces of drink- 
ing veſſels made of the furs palmatus. 


We arrived at the borders of a lake, which is 


connected with the ſea at flood-tide. Its greateſt 
length was 750 toiſes, and its breadth 250. 


On our return by a more direct road through 


the woods, we ſaw ſome unfiniſhed huts of the 


natives. They conſiſted of branches fixed by both 


ends into the ground, and ſupported the one upon 


the other, ſo as to form a irume-work of an he- 


miſpherical form, about four feet and an half in 


height. The branches were faſtened together 


with the leaves of a ſpecies of graſs; and the 
buildings ſeemed to require nothing more 1n order 


to be completed, than to receive their coverings 
of bark, which renders them impenetrable to the 
ran, . 


It ſeems that human beings are here either 
very few in number or in a very ſavage ſtate. 
Though a great number of the men from both 
veſſels had penetrated very far into. the country, 
they had not met with a ſingle inhabitant. 

The Cape of Van Diemen is ſubject, in conſe- 

2 qgquence 
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quence of 1ts high latitude, to very violent winds, 
which blow from the mountains in blaſts, F car- 
ing that our cables might rot upon the muddy 
bottom of this harbour, we had taken them 01; 
board and held on our chain. A ſudden and vio- 
lent gale from N. W. drove us from our anchor- 
age, to the caſt fide of the harbour, where wc: 
ran aground in the mud. After having drawn 
in the piece of cable to which the chain was {a\- 
tencd, we found that one of the links had beer, 
broken; though upon examining it we could no! 
perceive any flaw in the iron. It appeared tha! 
the chain had been made of brittle metal. W. 
thought it fortunate that it had been put to the 
proof 1 in a harbour, where we ran no other dan 
ger than that of being ſtuck in the mud; other 
wiſe this chain, upon which our ſafety depended. 
would have become the cauſe of our ruin. 
26th. I remained the whole day on board, em. 
ployed with preparing and deſcribing the nume- 
rous curioſities of natural hiſtory, which i had 
collected on the preceding days. 
On the following day, ſoon after dawn, we {ct 
out with a deſign of penetrating as far as we were 
able into the country. We were ſet on ſhore to- 
wards S. E. After having followed the winding: 
of the ſhore for ſome time, we came to a road 
frequented by the natives, which enabled us to 
enter 


ARI. ] OF LA PEROUSE: 181 


enter the foreſt in a ſouth direction. We after- 
wards arrived at a fine ſandy beach, extending 
about 1000 toiſes in the ſame direction. 

A beautiful ſpecies of erigeron, the woody ſtem 
of which is covered Wich very ſmall bulbous leaves, 
grew in this dry ground. Though there was very 
little wind, the waves broke with violence over a 
great extent of the beach. We regularly obſerv- 

ed that, after three ſucceſſive waves, one much 4 

larger than the reſt followed and broke higher bt 
upon the beach, ſo as to obli ge us to keep further 

off from the ſhore. ; 
On a ſmall riſing ground of the WY 1 Gund a 
the ſpecies of the bang ſia, denominated by Geært- 
ner bankfia gibboſa. Whilſt we were journeying 
through the foreſt, at a ſmall diſtance from the 
ſhore, one of our company obſerved a young ſa- 
vage, who was running away affrighted by a ſhot 
which had been fired at a bird. As ſoon as we 
were informed of it, we all ran in purſuit of him, 
being very deſirous of having an interview with 
ſome of the natives. But all our ſearch was 11 
vain; for the young ſavage had diſappcared by 
ruſhing into the thickeſt of the foreſt at the riſk. 
of tearing his {kin ; for he way ſtark naked. We 
bound one of the fences againſt the ſea-winds at 
the place where he had been firſt ſeen... 
The hope of mecting with ſame of the ſavages 
M 3 determined 
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determined us to penetrate farther into the foreſt, 
with a reſolution to paſs the night there. We 

walked for the ſpace of an hour towards the ſouth- 
eaſt, over a very rugged path, before we arrived 
at a large plain that extended as far as the ſea- 
ſhore. A beautiful ſpecies of the mimoſa grew 
here, with long oval leaves, and generally about 
twenty-five or thirty feet in height. 


Night compelled us to look out for a place of 


ſhelter. We could not have recourſe to the ca- 
vities burnt in large trees by the natives, as we 
were too far diſtant from them: we therefore 
conſtructed a hut of branches, which we had 
lopped trom the trees with a pole-axe that one of 
our company carried with him for his defence. 
The hardneſs of the ground was meliorated with 
a bed of fern, of a ſpecies very nearly reſembling 

the polypodium dichotomum. 

Being cloſe to the ſhore, we had a very exten- 
ſive proſpect, but obſerved no fi gns of the natives 
being near us. 
was very ſharp. 

We were not altogether eaſy with reſpec to 


our means of ſubſiſtence; for when we left the 


_ mip we had furniſhed ourſelves with but one day's 
proviſions; bur as ſailors are uſed always to take 


ſome ſea-biſcuit with them when they go on a 
Journey, thoſe who accompanied us were ſtil 
provided 


We kindled a fire as the weather 
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provided with 1ome of it. With this ſtock of 
catables, our moſt neceſſary requiſite was water, 
which we were obliged to ſend tor to a diſtance 
of 1000 toiſes. Such a ſupper as this certainly 
required a good appetite. 
As we were ſeven in number, we had not 
much to fear from the natives. We however 
ſettled it that every one ſhould ſtand upon watch 
in his turn, that we might be informed of their 
motions in caſe any of them ſhould come near as. 
The ſeverity of the cold obliged us to quit our 
hut and lie down to ſleep round the fire. 
28th. As ſoon as it was day we went out with 
our guns, to endeavour to {ſhoot ſomething tor 
our break faſt. We ſoon killed a couple of rooks, 
which were immediately broiled and eaten, as it 
they had been the moſt delicate food. | 
We had been obliged to reduce ourſelves to a 


very moderate allowance on the preceding even-, Ty 
ing, that we might have means of ſubſiſtence for 11 


the following day; but we found, when it was 


too late, that the perſon to whom we had intruſt- 10 | 
ed the care of our proviſions, was not to be de- þ 


pended upon, for of the fix biſcuits that had been 
committed to his charge, only four were left. 
Had he carried his breach of truſt a little farther, 
we ſhould have been obliged to return to the 
ſhips immediately, with the mortification of be- 


X ing 


1792. 


ing compelled to relinquiſh our | intended re- 
ſatches 2 
We ſoon arrived at the borders of a large lake, 
connected with the ſea by a channel about 120 
feet in breadth. We attempted to ford it, but 
it was too deep about the middle. 
Amongſt a great variety of other plants that 
grew in the neighbouring woods, I obſerved ſe- 
veral ſpecies of a new genus of the pediculari ia, 
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very nearly reſembling the folygala. Amonegft 
the ſhrubs which ornamented the grounds near 


the ſhore, was a beautiful ſpecies. of ſenlitive 


plant with {imple leaves, the ſtalk of which was 


bent into the form of the letter S. 


We ſaw a large flock of black ſwans failing | 


but they were not within reach 


upon ie lake; 
of our guns. Some ſmall lands were viſible to- 
Wards 8. E. near the oppoſite ſhore of the lake. 
We killed a number of ſnipes of different kinds 
While we directed our march towards S. W. in 
order to arrive at the fartheſt extremity of the 
lake. The bottom of the lake is here ſo even, 
that throughout a ſurface of more than fifty toiſes 
in length, the water 18 hardly more than a foot 
and an half deep. It i is covered with a prodigious 
quantity of ſhells, | many of which are decayed in 
conſequence of the length of time they have lain 


there, | 
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The criſta marina is found upon theſe ſhores, 

[ diſcovered at a little diſtance from them a new 
always creeps along the ground. Its analogy with 
think it might be good to eat, and it anſwered 
it on board with us, which was acceptable to 
vegetable Met, the bad effects of the ſalt provi- 


our paſſage from the ST of Good Hope to that 


of Van Diemen. 


Cretin, one of the officers of our ſhip, together 
with the engineer, had been ſent with the long- 
boat by our Commander, in order to reconnoitre 


Tempeſt-bay. They brought intelligence at their 


return, after having advanced fifteen or twenty 


thouſand toiſes into a channel which we had left 


on our right when we entered the bay, that every 


appearance concurred to make it probable that 
this was a ſtrait. Wherever they bad ſounded 
they found very good anchorage ground. 


following days. 
30th. The whole forenoon I employed in de- 
{nbing and preparing the copious collections 


ſpecies of parſley, which I named apium prgſtra- 


jm, on account of the poſition of its ſtem, which 
the other ſpecics of. the ſame genus, led me to 
my expectations. We carried a large quantity of 


mariners who felt the neceſſity of obviating, by 


* _ I — MN 
ws or K * * . 
— . 4 IS" —— —_— - 
: FR An HE Lg x On hn 
—— — A 
* — — == 
= — 8 


ſions on which we had lived during the whole of 


— 


r 
I - _ » + — 
a. — = 1 = - "I — = — — 
*. 2 — — — bf A — 2 2 * 7 2 % .>- 2 — — i 
= : = 3g 4 -” 44 . : 3 Bo : _—M 3 £ — TL 2 - * 
7 - * . Ys A ; — 2 = . 2 F r % 4 nnr 2 PRE — & =o 44 -= 
— ä 22 C AER Oe * 
— : - * 2 "xn FX > * 2+ . - 7 2 — 
. mA V 3 
— * 8 2 2 12 — mY. : : 2 * 
= ACS 20 © ICE EY —_ r _ 7 => = 
n 83 — So . Eat, a ö 75 
** by - : 2 2 2 1 8 . __ — 
0 2 — - __ _ * 93 1 ne ID 5 £5 2 . - 5 — 
: _— —— S Io om 4 Os * 
” o 3 — * — = —— — 2 I. cs - 2 — - — I 
Py . * — 8 8 — Hm —— * — * 3 4 _ - 5 => 
p C— ů ͤ WIS d4 * 5. = x T * - a" oy 0 * * = S 4 wa = 9 — 7 - 
_ —_ — ——_ _ 2 — * - G * - - — C — mg 4 — * — — - — 
— 


20th. I Was very little on ſhore duung the two 


W hich 
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which I had made on my laſt excurſion. In 
| thoſe parts of the country which I examined in 


the painter. 


7 ͤ „% 22: — — ——— — 
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evening, and abundance of fiſh was taken. The 


who were engaged in the purſuit of natural hiſ- 
tory, were not permitted to take with them, on 


lowance of freſh proviſions which we claimed as 
our right: ſhips biſcuit, cheeſe, brandy, and 
_ ſometimes a little ſalted bacon, was all that was 
provided for us. The reaſons we alledged were 
ſufficient to evince the juſtice of our demand; 
nevertheleſs, we had no other proviſions allowed 
us on theſe occaſions, during the whole courle of 


circumſtance in ſilence, had I not thought that it 
might afford a uſeful hint to perſons employed in 
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the afternoon, I found ſeveral plants of the tribe 
of orchis, ſome of which I gave to be copicd by 


The fiſhing nets were regularly ſent out every 


meals we now made on board contraſted very 
ſtrikingly with thoſe we had been obliged to put 
up with during our paſſage. 

J ͤmuſt here remark, that thoſe of our company 


their excurſions, the ſmalleſt quantity of that al- 


_ 
_. 
wy, 


our expedition. I ſhould have paſſed over this 


the ſame purſuit, who may hereafter be engage! 
in ſuch expeditions. a 
Mar 1ſt. I reſolved to examine the other coaſt 


of the harbour to the eaſtward. The bottom was 
here 
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here ſo ſhallow, that we could not come cloſe to 
the land with our boat, ſo that we were obliged 
to wade part of the way in the water. 
I followed the coaſt in a northerly direction, 
ſometimes penetrating a ſhort way into the foreſts. 
As it was low-tide, I walked with great facility 
along the ſhore, where I obſerved ſeveral ſmall 
holes, in the form of a tunnel, made in the land, 
cach of which contained a ſmall crab at the bot- 
tom. Upon drawing out the animal, it ſoon 
crawled back into its hiding place, which, as I 
judge from its analogy with that of the formica 
leo in our country, ſerves It likewiſe as a yy to 
catch 1ts prey. 
I was agreeably ſurpriſed by the fngular form 
of a new ſpecies of fungus, which grew amongſt 
the moſſes with which the ground was covered. 


I named it aſero?, on account of the diſpoſition of 
its radu1. 1 
Its roots are ſmall filaments attached to a fun- 
gous tubercle, which ſupports a globular volva, 
of a whitiſh colour and gelatinous conſiſtence, 
marked both within and without with ſeven 
ſtriæ. LT TE 
From the centre of this volva proceeds a „hes 
of a reddiſh colour, and an almoſt cylindrical 
form, hollow throughout, and open at its ſuperior 
extremity, which forms a ſort of cup, of a fine N 


red 


the waters, collected there by the union of a gre: 
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red 8610 Ur TR divided into ſeven 5 ifurcate radi 
yellow at their extremities. The RIO ſurface 
of this fungus 1 is ſmooth. 9 55 

This new genus oughit to be placed next in or- 
der to the genus pallus of Linnæus. 


Explanation of the figures in Plate XII. 
Fig. 1. The fungus. 
Fg. „ tranſverſe ſection of the n ſhey- 
ing its interior parts. 
Fig. 3. A longitudinal ſection of the ſtipes. 
The declivities of the mountains ſituated to the 
| eaſtward, form a pleaſant valley, from whence 


number of ſmall ſtreams, are difcharged into the 
bay. By waſhing the . ſtems of the large tree: 
which cover the country, through which it flows, 
the water acquires a browniſh tinge. The cloſe- ] 
neſs of the ſhrubs, and the marſhes which occupy 
the low grounds of this valley render it very dit- 
ficult of acceſs. We were, however, reſolved to 
attempt it at the riſk of ſticking faſt in the mud; 
but were often ſtopped in our progreſs, by a new 
ſpecies of the /cleria, to which I gave the name ot 
ſeleria grandis, as it frequently grows to the height 
of twelve feet. Its leaves are as ſharp at the edges 
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which the parrots frequently feed upon, notwith- 


ſanding the hardneſs of the ſhell which ſurrounds 


it. 
The moſt common ſhrub in theſe low grounds 
was a new ſpecies of the embor/irinm, remarkable 


ſor the hardneſs of its leaves. Theſe lewves — 


of an oval form, three inches in length and one 


in breadth. 


We followed a very difficult path, in order to 
arrive at the place where our men were taking 1 in 
water. Night overtook us before we had finiſhed 


more than halt our journey, and to add to our 


misfortunes, a very high wind from the welt 
brought with it ſuch a heavy rain, that we were 
obliged, like the ſavages of New Holland, to ſeek 
for ſhelter in hollow trunks of trees. We had 
reaſon to apprehend that the ſignals we made for 
2 boat to come to fetch us, would be rendered 


uſeleſs by the rainy weather, and were beginning 


to make preparations for paſſing a very unpleaſant 
night in the midſt of the foreſt; when we heard 
the voices of ſome ſailors who were ſent to fetch 
us on board. 


They had at length ſucceeded in extricating 


the anchor to which the chain that was broken 


on the 25th of April had been faſtened. The drag 


had been uſed in vain as the chain was ſunk too 


the 
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rious ſituations of which gave us reaſon to expect 
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the ground was ſo ſtrong, that the two long boats 


laſhed together were repeatedly filled with watey 
whilſt they were hauling at the buoy-rope. Be. 


{ides, it was ſunk ſo deep, that the divers could 
not find its bill: it would have been better it 
the main capſtan had been ufed. They then be. 
came ſenſible of the neceſſity of doubling the buoy- 
rope and heaving the anchors from time to time. 


to prevent them from ſinking too deep in the 
muddy bottom. 


Two boats had been ſent a ſecond time to re- 
connoitre the north-eaſt fide of Tempeſt- bay, as 


far as Cape Taſman. They returned at the end 


of four days, and it appeared to reſult from their 


_ obſervations, that Taſman's head-land and the 


coaſt of Adventure-bay made part of an iſland 
ſeparated from Van Diemen's land by the ſea. 


After they had gone up the channel as far as 


43* 17“ S. lat. they were obliged to return for 


want of proviſions. 


2d. My occupations on board did not permit 
me to go far into the country. | 

3d. On the following day we traverſed a glade 

that extended! in a north- eaſt direction, and con- 


ducted us to the great lake. We had examined 
the ſouthern ihe e de of itin a former excurſion, but 


we wiſhed ſtill to viſit its northern coaſt, the va- 


ar 
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an bat dene of fiatufal eutfonities: nor were our 


hopes deceived. This coaſt was in many places 


formed of high banks, very difficult of acceſs; 


the water frequently extending as far as the foot 


of the hills. Different ſpecics of mimoſa, with 


ſimple leaves, grew under the ſhade of the large 

trees. 
It appears that the natives ſometimes fix their 

habitations upon the borders of this lake, which 


affords them abundance of food in the ſhell-fiſh 


it contains. We found a hut which they had 
| built a few paces from the ſhore, of a ſemi— oval 
form, about three fect and three quarters high, 

and four feet broad at the baſe. It conſiſted of 
branches fixed at both ends into the ground and 
bent into a ſemi-circular form, ſupporting cach 
other, ſo as to form a pretty ſolid frame-work, 
which was covered with the bark of trees. 

Amongſt a number of other curious plants 
which I collected, I was {truck with the beauty 
of the flower of a new ſpecies of aletris, remark- 
able for its bright ſcarlet colour. 

As the ſeaſon was already far advanced, we 
found very few inſects. 

Some hours before ſun-ſet we directed our 


courſe to the ſouth in order to return to our ſhips; 4 
but it was already dark before we arrived at a 


fandy beach that we were acquainted with. We 
were 


= 


—_ 
Ss 


<. 


— — 
EE ä— 
3 


— L 0 IP — * 5 = — ——_ 
. — _ Re _— r — — Oo -— S a. = — = 8 
> "= > v — —2— — bo — 2 d — — — 5 — — 
2 — 36 I fo 7 2 2 5 — b Irs - 5 7 Y 
— - R — 8 Cox. , - 8 LY”, i. IT 20% 8 < 
— 7 aeS” X 3 * — 3 * ry : : 4 — : 7 - 2 2 1 — 
Ds 3 x \ — K L 1 2 "6 5 9 _ %. 2 —ES -— "> = — * 
xo — 8 = — . - — 2 — 2 2 F « A 2 * „ o 
3 - & 4 - = : £ - KEE x — - — 4+ ! = — 
- — — 4 —— I — — — 8 2 — — a p = 
— * —— = —_— LN 3 — . 2 — o = — — —— + wal 
= & £ þ % = -% of G2 - 3 3 „ a, 7 — * a — — — - 
: 2 — =” — 5 2 2 — — = * . : —_— a — 2 — - 
; ps 2. 2 3 2 < K ” 3 + b : — 
is 5 8 3 Y "24x + _ A : — — 4 t 
— — — — ; : - CE K 6 
— ; = = : . . — a 
2 ET ESR: 
- - — > 


— 
f 
| 
1 ; 
N 
4 
. 
11 
7 
ik 
18 
7 
1 
1 Wy, 
. 
11 
is N 
es. 115 | 
$ 45% F 
F 
, , * 
* 
#4 
* 
* *. 
e 
p 14996 9 
* * 
4 l **. 
* 
7 SOT + 
, * 
1 
nk Ty. 
. 
[2 > "ir 
5 * its 
9 
” . I 
vv 
« f 2 
4 
+ $4) 
4 , 
if, 
k Ar 
4 * 
TY J 
33 24 
17 : 
N 
1 
1 18 
. 
. 


— —— — —— — —— 


102 voYAGOE IN SEARCH = [1799, 


were ſtill at a great diſtance from the ſhips, and 
it was not before half an hour after nine o'clock 
that we arrived at the tents of obſervation, from; 
whence we were ſoon conveyed on board. 

Sth. I remained on board during the greater 
part of the two following days, and employed 
myſelf with ſtuffing the ſkins of a variety of rar, 

birds, and deſcribing the natural curioſities which 
Thad collected. 

Ihe want of room in our 8 put me under 
the neceſſity of drying the plants, which I had 
preſerved 1 in paper, at the fire. As my cabin was 
already full, IJ had no other place where I could 
_ depoſit ſome of my ſpecimens of plants that had 
not got perfectly dry than the great cabin. Dau- 
hem who acted as firſt lieutenant, thought that 
this place ought not to be lumbered with ſuch 
uſeleſs things as natural curioſities, and ordered 
my two preſſes, with the plants they contained, 
to be turned out. I was obliged to appeal to the 
Commander, who annulled this act of authority 
and ordered that the preſſes ſhould remain het 
I had placed them. 
At low water we found a variety of curious 
| ſhells on the ſhore. Tihs harbour afforded. us 
great plenty of very fine oyſters. 
The eaſt coaſt of the harbour contained 2 
quantity of pyrites in cr) {tals of various forms. 


12 
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We likewiſe obſerved large maſſes of ſilex in very 
cloſe ſtrata, which bore a great reſemblance to 
petrified wood. 


One of our carpenters killed an amphibious ani- 


mal of the ſpecies known by the name of phoca 
19machus, about fix feet in length. : 
Phyſiologiſts have explained | in a very ingeni- 


ous manner how amphibious animals are enabled 


to remain ſo long under the water by means of 
the foramen ovale; but, upon examining the heart 
of this animal with the utmoſt attention, I did 
not find that it had any foramen ovale. Probably 
the ſame may be the caſ with many other am- 
phibious animals. Byſourſuing theſe reſearches 
we may one day diſcover the true cauſe of the 
aſtoniſhing faculty poſſeſſed by theſe animals, of 
living equally well both in the air and in the 
water. 
Each fide of 1ts ; lungs | 15 divided by a an 
verſe fiſſure into two lobes. _ Sh 
The ſtomach, which reſembles in ſhape very 
| nearly that of a hog, contained a large quantity 
of calcareous ſand, amongſt which 1 obſerved ſe- 
veral thell-fſh that were ſtill entire. The firſt 
part of the function of digeſtion in this animal 
tems to conſiſt in deſtroying the ſhell in Which 
the fiſh is encloſed, whereby a quantity of ſand is 
produced in its ſtomach, which does not appear 
Vo. I. | red to 
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to paſs through the reſt of the inteſtinal canal, 
but is probably diſgorged in the ſame manner as 
many ſnakes diſgorge the bones of tne animals o 
which they feed. , Poſſibly too this ſand may 1ervc 
them as a ſort of ballaſt, by which they are en- 
abled to keep themſelves at the bottom of the 
ſea. 

As the food upon which they live is very eaſily 
found, their mouth is formed with a very ſmal 
orifice. As they live more in the water than in 
the air, they require a great power of refraction 
in the humours of the eye ; whence the vitreous 
humour is found to be very denſe. They are 

likewiſe provided with the membrana niditans, 
whereby they are enabled to admit a greater or 
leſſer quantity of light to the eye at pleaſure. 

The great varicty of my other occupations did 
not permit me to purſue theſe anatomical invel- 
t igations any farther. 

The dried excrements of this animal produce 
a very fine powder of a deep yellow colour, which 
our painter thought might be uſed with advan- 
tage in the arts. 

6th. I had not as yet been able to procure any 
of the flowers of a new ſpecies of the eucalyptus, 
remarkable by its fruit, which very much reſem- 
| bles a coat-button in ſhape. 


This tree, which is one of the talleſt in nature 
| 45 
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as it grows ſometimes to the height of 150 feet, 
bloſſoms only near its ſummit. Its trunk exactly 


its ſpongy bark has been peeled off, In other 
reſpects theſe two ſpecies are nearly of the fame 
dimenſions. The trunk, which 5 very ſtraight, 


employed in ſhip- building, 
maſts, although it is neither ſo light nor ſo elaſtic 
as that of the fir. Poſſibly it might be of advan- 
tage to conſtruct maſts of different pieces of tim- 
ber, and even to perforate the large trunks of trees 
throughout their whole length, ſo as to render 


ing them at equal diſtances with hoops of iron. 
By this means, I ſhould think, they might be ren- 


verſed in mechanics know that a e though 
hollow, ſtill retains a great degree of ſtrength. 
We were obliged © cut down one of theſe trees 
in order to obtain its bloſſoms. Being alrcady in 
a very flanting poſition, it was eaſily felled. As 
the ſun ſhone very bright the ſap was mounting 
in abundance, and as foon as the tree was cut 
part of the trunk. 

This beautiful tree, which belongs to the pion 
of the myrtles, has a very ſmooth bark; 
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at leaſt to one half of its height, might be uſefully 
and eſpecially for 


| | them lighter, and to give them ſtrength by bind- 


dered as ſtrong as one could with ; ſince perſons 


down it flowed very copiouſly from the lower 
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branches are ſomewhat crooked, and have to- 
wards their extremity alternate leaves, ſlightly 
bent, and about fix inches in length, and once 
half in breadth. 

The flowers are ſolitary, and grow from the 
baſe of the ſtalk of the leaf. 

The calix is ſhaped like an inverted urn, and 
conſiſts, like that of the other genera of the ſame 
tribe, of a ſingle leaf, which falls off as ſoon as 
the ſtamina are completely formed. 

It has no corolla. | 
The ſtamina are numerous and attached to the 
fides of the receptacle. 

I ) be ſtyle is ſimple and diy ed at its baſe | into 
four partitions. It has only one ſtigma. 

The capſule is open at the top, and generally 
divided into four partitions, which contain a num- | 
ber of angular ſeeds ; at the baſe it has four angles, | 
two of which project more than the reſt. It is 
ſhaped like a button; on which account I have 
denominated this tree eucalyptus globulus. 


Explanation of the Figures in Plate XIII. 
| Fig. 1. Branch of the me, globulus. 
Fig. 2. Flower. 

Fig. 3. Fruit. 
Fig. 4. Calix. 


The bark, leaves and fruit of this tree are of 
: 0 an 
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an aromatic nature, and might be employed for 
economical uſes in the place of thoſe aromatics 
with which we have hitherto been furniſhed ex- 
dufively by the Molucca Iflands. 

On the ſeventh, I was obliged to employ almoſt 


the whole day in preparing my collections, which 


accumulated prodigioutly from day to day. I 


could therefore extend my reſearches only to a 
very ſmall diſtance from our anchoring-ſtation. 
But on the following day, I ſet out in the after- 
noon with a defign of ſpending three or four days 
in the woods without returning at night to the 
ſhips. I was obliged to take this reſolution in 
order to collect ſpecimens of ſuch plants as only 
grew at a conſiderable diſtance from our ſtation. 


We had a great variety of different kinds of 


European grain on board, which might be advan- 
tagcouſly propagated at this extremity of New 


Holland. The temperature that generally pre- 
vails in this country led us to hope that they 
would ſucceed. Qur gardener was directed to 
prepare a ſpot of ground ſo as to render it fit for 
receiving this depoſit. He dug a ſmall garden 


tor this purpoſe on the caſt coaſt of the harbour, 


ſituated E. N. E. of our place of anchorage. 


We ſlept on the banks of a riyulet near the 


weitern extremity of the great lake, along the 
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ſouthern coaſt of which we directed our route on 
the following day. We ſaw ſome pelicans ; but 
they did not come within gun-ſhot of us. 

Piron, the painter to the expedition, who was 

of our party, took ſeveral drawings of the land- 

ſcape. The round hills, covered with tall trees, 
which bounded the horizon added greatly to the 
beauty of the proſpect. 

We were obliged to return back by the road 
we had come, in order to arrive at the oppolite 
fide of the lake, Piron returned on board. 

I diſcovered an evergreen tree, which has its 
nut ſituated, like that of the acajou, upon a fleſhy 
receptacle much larger than itſelf. I therefore 
named this new genus exocarpos. 

It has hermaphrodite flowers upon the ſame pe- 
duncle with others which are diſtinctly male and 
female. 

The male flowers have a calix divided into fixe 
roundiſh leaves; they have no corolla; the ſta- 
mina, which are five in number, are ſmall and 
attached to the calix between its diy lions; the 
germen abortive. „ | 

The female flowers have a calix ſimilar to that 
of the male; but neither corolla nor ſtamina: 
the ovarinm is globular, with a ſhort ſtyle ; the 


ftigma « circular and flat, 
in 
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In the hermaphrodite flowers, the calix, ſta- 
mina and ovarium are as I have deſcribed them 


in the others. 


The fruit is a nut of an almoſt ſpherical FRY 
and of a blackiſh colour, placed upon a receptacle, 


fleſhy, red, divided in the middle, and about three 
times as large as the nut. 


The kernel is of an oily nature, and of the ſame 


ape with its ſhell. 


The principal characters of this plant have led 
me to rank 1t among the terebinthinaceous tribe, 


next to the anacardium. 


I have given it the 
name of exocarpos cupreſfiformis. ET 


bs SOA of the F igures Plate XIV. 


Fig. 1. 
formis. 
Fig. 2. 
Fg. 3. 


Fig. 4 


A branch of the exocarpos cuprefli- 


Fruit. 


Portion of a branch in flower. 
Germen, with its ſtyle and ſtigma, 


Fg. 5. The guit divided longitudinally, ew 
ing a cavity in the middle of the ffeſhy peduncle. 


Fig. 6. The nut. 


Fig. 7. Part of the woody ſubſtance ſurround- 
ing the nut. 


Towards the cloſe of the evening we arrived at 


the banks of a rivulet, where we fixed our place 
of abode for the night. I obſerved at this ſouthern 


„ 


extremity . - 


: * 
r r 3 6 
CERES * * 2 + . — — 8 
3 


- — — 
* 


rr 
3 
* 


** > cont 
= Rey — 


1 

* 

1 

1 

6 

„ 

0 
I 
by 
. 
* , 

i "Ih 

! 43 

! with... 

WW. 4H 

WAYYr 

7 3 

1 
* 

"I ; d 

C4 

. A 4 
FF 
PH 
1 

. 
*1.F* 

* 1» 

v C 
E10 
1 

1 

* * 

1 

. 

1 1 

1 

d 7 

7 
SY; 
15 
I. 


* 
4 
00 
N 
i 
1 
% 
_ 
x 
t 
»£ 
. 
ut 
F _ 
f 
4 
1 
«Wt 
iX 
F 
f 


— 


3 Z 
* a TX e SY 


be SIE” 
"6. = 4 — ©. P 
—— 


— 
- = 
2 
wb — — 
3 
Wo 
— 
— —— —— 


8 — 
— 8 — 

r - 

— 

8 


— — — nas A 
” 2 1 


3 J 


SE SES. SS EI = 


— 

nnr 

0 * 
3 


= 
—— 


S 7. eres 


9% 4 — 2 

E ͤ ˙·— ¶ ͤ-Nm ET IR 5 
** n 
— IS 


200 ' VOYAGE IN SEARCH [ 1792. 


extremity of New Holland ſeveral ſpecies of anci- 
firum, analogous to. thoſe found at the louthern- 
moſt extremity of America. 

We were furrounded with pleaſant groves, con- 
ſiſting for the greater part of a beautiful ſpecies 
of thefium with ſtrait leaves. 

The cold had obliged us to kindle a large fire, 


Some of us were ſcarcely beginning to fall aſlcey, 


when we ſuddenly heard the cry of a beaſt of prey 
at a few paces diſtance. Our fire had probably 


been of greater ſervice to us, in preventing this 


animal, which from the ſound of its voice we 
believed to be a leopard, from approaching nearer, 
than we ſhould have i when we kindled | 
it. 

Thad found, on one of the b FIR the 
upper jaw-bone of a large animal of the carnivo- 
rous tribe. Gs 6 A 
16th. As ſoon as the day appeared, we con- 
tinued our journey on the borders of the lake. 


At a very {mall diſtance from the coaſt, we ob- 


ſerved five iſlands covered with trees, which form- 
ed an agreeable contraſt with the level ſurface of 


this vaſt ſheet of w ater. 


We perceived, for the firſt time in he coun- 
try, ſeveral quails that flew at a great « diſtance 
from us. 

After marching for ſeveral nours 8 the 


4 5 \ 


north- 
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north- eaſt, we found upon a ſmall hill, under the 
ſhade of ſome very tall trees, two huts of the 
ſame conſtruction with thoſe we had ſeen before. 


They were in perfectly good preſervation, and 


ſeemed to have been lately inhabited. 
diſcovered a very beautiful plant, which forms 
4 new genus very diſtinct from any that has hi- 


therto been deſcribed. It reſembles the iris, but 


has only two ſtamina. On account of this ſingu- 
larity, I gave it the name of diplarenna, and on 
account of its affinity with the genus mora, I 
called it diplarenna moraa. 


The ſpatha has two partitions, and incloſes 


ſeveral flowers, which leave it one after the other 
when they are ready to blow. They fade much 


ſooner than thofe of the iris and moræa, ſo that 1 


ſhould have given up all hopes of having them 
copied, if new ones had not followed the others 
which withered almoſt immediately after J had 
plucked the plant from the ground. 
Like the iris, it has no calix. 

The corolla has ſix petals, three of which are 
interior, and much ſmaller than the exterior: of 
the three interior petals, the ſuperior is rather 
ſmaller than the reſt, and more inflated towards 
the baſe. : 

Upon examining a great number of the flowers, 
| have uniformly found that they contain only 
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two ſtamina, the fliments of which terminate in 
a point ſupporting anthere of a white colour, 
and marked with two fiſſures. In the place of 2 
third ſtamen, I have only found a ſmall filament, 
without any antheræ, ſituated between the ſupe- 
rior interior petal. | 

The ovarium is inferior. It has three angles, 
and is ſupported by a long peduncle. 

The ſtyle is a little longer than the ſtamina, 
cylindrical and terminated by a ſtigma a 
like a ſhepherd's crook. 

The capſule has three partitions, containing 
ſeveral ſpherical ſeeds, which are fixed to a re- 
ceptacle that extends from the middle of the par- 
titions to the top. 
This genus, which W ranks aſter the 171, 
and the morda, has all the habitudes of thoſc 
plants. Its leaves are of the ſame ſword- like form, 
with their edges compreſſed near the baſe. 


Explanation of the Figures in Plate XV. 


Fig. 1. The plant. 

Fig. 2. The flower-buds played by cutting 
away the ſpatha. A full-blown flower with the 
three exterior pctals torn n | 


Fig. 3. An exterior petal ſeen from its inner 
ſurface. 


Fig. 
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Fig. 4. The ſame petal ſeen from its outer 
ſurface. 


Fig. 5. Interior petals turned down, to > give a 
view of the ſtamina and ſtyle. 
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Fig. 6. The ſtamen ſeen 2 a magnifying 


glaſs. 
Fg. 7+ The yle with its gin: 


Fig. 8. A part of the germen, the ſtamen and | 
ſtyle having been taken away, in order to ſhew 


the ſmall filament, which 3 iS found! in the place of 
a third ſtamen. 
Fig. 9. Lower half of the pile divided tranſ- 


verſely, to ſhew the three partitions. 
Fig. 10. Upper half of the capſule diy ided lon- 


gitudinally, to ſhew the ſeeds. 


As we were walking through a ſmall grove, 


where the underwood grew very thick, I rouſed 


a large kangarou at a very ſmall diſtance from me. 
He immediately ran a length of about thirty paces 
through one of thoſe narrow paths which theſe 


animals make for themſelves through the thicket, 


where they are obliged to uſe all their four feet, 


as they have no room for an erect poſture; and 


having reached the farther end, bounded away 


over the buthes with ſuch ſwiftneſs, that we ſoon 


Jott fight of him. 


We found a ſheet of water covered with a pro- 
dig gious number of wild ducks, which flew up 
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when we were quite cloſe to them; but we were 
fo little prepared for ſuch good fortune, that we 
were not able to kill a ſingle bird. 
A high wind ſprung up towards night, which 
ſeemed to threaten rain. As we had no place of 
ſhelter near us, we were obliged to ſleep in the 
open air. We conſtructed a fence againſt the 
wind with branches, under ſhelter of which it was 
eaſy to kindle a large fire. 
11th. On the following day we directed our 
courſe Caſtward, and traverſed a vaſt plain, beſet 
in many, places with marſhes, where the plants 
with which they are overgrown conceal the dan- 
ger one is expoſed to in paſſing through them. 
The water collected in the loweſt ſituations gives 
rife to a number of very fine rivulets. 
A very large kangarou ſprang out of a buſh 
about four paces from me. I pointed my gun at 
him, but it miſled fire, and the animal walked 
off very compoſedly, following one of thoſe tracks 
through the thicket which they uſually frequent. 
Theſe tracks are covered paſſages which cro!: 
each other in every direction, and run very cloſe 
one to another. The numerous prints dt the feet 


pf thoſe quadrupeds obſervable upon them, ſhew 


that they abound in this country. The beſt 
way of catching them would be to hunt them 
with dogs, as they generally keep themſclyes 1 

8 8 | 8 the 
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; » . 
"IE 
- os - 
# 
Ts - 
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the thickeſt part of the woods. Their tracks ge- 
nerally terminate at ſome rivulet. 

Having exhauſted our ſtock of proviſions, we 
were Spee to endeavour to reach the ſhips 


long time before we arrived at the north-caſt ex- 
tremity of the harbour, from whence we had a 
diſtant view of our veſſels. It was not without 
great difficulty that we reached the place where 


many very rugged grounds, 


me to prepare and deſcribe what 1 had collected 
on our laſt exeurſion. 

Having left ſome of my ſpecimens which could 
not be preſerved without being daily a attended to, 


on board during my abſence ; I had the ſatisfac- 
tion to find them in good condition. 

Citizen Riche tound {ome human bones 
| amongſt the aſhes of a fire made by the natives. 
| ocveral bones of the pelvis he diſcovered by their 
form to have been part of the ikeleton of a young 
woman: ſome of them were {till covered with 
pieces of broiled fleſh. I am, however, ſcrupu- 
lous of ranking the natives of this country with 


the cuſtom of burning the bodies of their dead ; 
| 28 
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before night. We wandered about the woods a 


they rode at anchor, as we had to paſs through 


12th. The whole Uay- Has hardly cont for 


in the care of one of the ſervants, who remained 


the cannibals: I rather ſuppoſe that they have 


* 
Dar 
— 2 —— — * — — 
DE 7 A” =; . 75 >; 
. 5 — . * 8 
4 3 % A — 
1 - 939 4% TEL * 
* 0 =. - +» = 
— — - + P = 
- 3 - * — * I 
* my * — * * "WF 
_ "I " 
1 2 oF Me), 7 — 
8 WW — IS. 
* . > . 
2 1 T K 2 * ; _ 


— — 6 . — 


2 
8 * 


2 


I P 
Wa +; 
7 * 

* IL 
. 01 
N 1 
+; 1 ES 

4 5 75 
Th, 7 
14 j | 
. 41 
£3 * 
a G 1 5 

an 1 
s 
Nin 1940 

Tis jt 205 

? * 4 
DP 
6 . , 
„ n 
nee 
„ 4 
1 2 #8551 

TART? 

" 8 * 
LIVE * 4 * 
"= ” 
* 12 Lf 

. 45 
1 * ii 
4 * * +. 

FT 
16 %# J 
Ie : 
* 14 
e | 

. —_ ' \] 
vo _ * 
* $ 1 1 \ 
irn ou 
1 43 
a4? * 6 
* «4 4 { $* Tithe 
1 A. p44 
8 +4 NY 
rs | 
W 
[ * 
TY . . 7 7 

2 17 4 44 
* . 
en 

. 4, 

| 4 AZ 
* +4 * 
e 
1 1 * 91 
„ 6 i, 

et * . 1 75 
1 9 26 
tt Je # © 4 
15.3 iy 1 1 
en 
24% 4 
* A pr 
N j , 

- M% } * 
4 Y ' #2 
14 * 14 oof 1 
1 11 
Fe $4 { 
+ J { 
bo 43 
e 7 o 
4 V 7 9 
. 114 
W 4 
* "4 » , 
1 y wy 
1.4 in t 
, 15 4 : % 
(4-43 Wi, 
Err 7 3 al 
We! ke TV | 
. 
N 14 1 
. 
Wot. W148 
2a 
I" 47 . 
: L 9 * 
vi LONG 
$1-%'q „ 1 
+442, hy 
to. F2 
145 f 4 * 
L * 9 od 
a: 43 i" 
= St.) - 
1.4 0" 
d 70 5 31 
I " j 
1 
Ws 
. » — 
i. A a 
; "4 
x N 5 
6 45 3 
TY 1 
i p 41 ; 
} f i 
j 5 * 
* , 
14,4 . 1 
N N 
UN Pt) 
Vie 5 
5 x : 
{4,390 
j 985 2 : 
x 3% * : al 
1 4 + 17 * 
1 17 2 r 
4 5 
{Al 7554 
„ 5 
1 11  ?! 
44 4: 3Ad 
X pr bs ? 
en PST. 
15 © $474k 
5 * 1 
—_— 
" 75 1 4; 
1 4 5 19 2 
* . 
E 842 il , 
7 - 
; k : 
f oF" 
; . : 4 Ts 
* 2 
_ 4 
11 1 3 
F , : 13 
1 ' : 
1 4 . -4 
1 | , 2 
© $958 14 
1 
46 
: & ] 4 
\ 4 q 
44: g 
5 (3: 4 
pt 7 {FE * 
1. 
; "*- $3 
” F224 4 
_ 
. „ / 11 Wh 

22.0” : 

4 f 

ite! * : 
1 7 
4 1 , 
£4 7 : 
4% "F * ＋ + 
M46 wi” 7 
{NF 4 : 
; ef 
1 1 My, * CTY 
"4. # 
i 14 . 
n 4+ : 
* FE 
4 , i Ar 
1 * * 
Ce 1 
$1. 1 
15 ,- 
g F \ 1 
4 T 4 
W 
þ # b; 
Ry) | ö Py 
1 1 5 
„ 1 
9 l 47 4 
1 1 ? 
* * : £ * 
N 
* "7 
1 * * * 
„ '$ 122 is 
nl 5 7 ＋ 
is £4 
1 +36 
i —x 
2 * 
Þ 4 £ * 
188 + 01 
«4 
i, {$35 443th 
1 F * 4 
hs 2! ” * 
it {5 < ns 
v4 þ: w 
WEL * 
81 
Mt I; 4 
" 4 & 
. 1 * * 
5 V .A 
LY? t C * 
«gh? OR 
[ 7% . 
bat '} N 
is LEY. 
. f 4H 
2 . 13.9 
4 . "IF | * , 
_ op 4 — 
x 4 A\1 4 
1.7 b. 1 
7." +. $64 
* LY 0 
* # 4.5 
! L*1 - 1 
Ut I 1 
10 


— — OO”) OI OO 'TLIASERIESI GA oe 5 — — 
— — — — — * — 
— — —— — — j —— — —— — 


's 
in 


4 
i * 
N « 
> 1 
: 
by : 
ſt | | 
: 
_ . 
U 
5 
0 
* 
N 4 
4 i 
{ ; 
. | 
* 
| 1 
Y F 


— 


* 2 — - TEE — — 
—— ag Fi TE = 


206 VOYAGE IN SEARCH 1792. 
as theſe were the only human bones that were 
ſeen during the whole of our abode in this placc. 
On the 13th J went to the place where our 
men were taking 1 in their water. It was furniſh. 
ed by a ſmall rivulet, which diſcharges itſelſ 
into the harbour, after flowing amongſt the trunks 
of fallen trees with which the country is covered, 
The rotten wood gives the water of this rivulet a 
browniſh tinge. They were obliged to 15.) the 
caſks upwards of a hundred yards to the 5 
as theſe could not come nearer to the ſhure 
account of the ſhallowneſs of the bottom. 
We found the carpenters employed in raiſing 
the ſides of our pinnace, which had ſhortly betorc 
been overſet whilſt it was failing in the harbour. 
The crew had been obliged to fave themſelves by 
ſwimming till aſſiſtance was brought them. It 
had been furniſhed with too high a maſt, and 
much too large a ſail, by the lieutenant, who 
ought to have underſtood the proportions befter 
The wood made uſe of by the carpenters we: 
that of the new ſpecies of the eucalyptus, which 
I have denominated eucalyptus globulus. They 
thought it very good timber for ſhip- - building. 
A perpetual moiſture prevailed in the thic: 
foreſts into which I penetrated towards 8. W. 
Mofles and ferns of various kinds grew there wit! 
great luxuriance. I killed a bird of that pecics 
8 | aq 
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of the merops, which White has denominated the 


wattled bee-eater, and of which he has given a 
very good engraving. It is remarkable for its two 
large excreſcences on each ſide of its head. 


was obliged to make great haſte in preparing 
the {kins of the birds which I wiſhed to preſerve; 
for the fleſh, when expoſed to the air, very ſoon 
became full of ſmall living larvæ, depoſited in it 


by a fly of a reddiſh aeg colour, which is vivi- 


parous like that of ou 
name of mulca carnaria. 


country, known by the 
Theſe larvae accelerate 


the putrefaction of fleſh in a ſurpriſing manner. 
As we intended to weigh anchor on the fol- 
lowing day, I wiſhed to make the beſt uſe of the 


laſt moments of our ſtay in this place, and went 


on ſhore at the eaſterly coaſt neareſt to our veſſels. 

I viſited, in company with the gardener, the ſpot 
where he had ſown different kinds of European 
grains. It was a plot of ground of twenty-ſeven 
teet by twenty-one, divided into {our beds. The 


ſoil was rather too full of clay to inſure the ſucceſs 


of the ſeed. 


When we had be the w oods, a quadruped ; 
of the ſize of a large dog ſprang from a buſh quite 


near to one of our company. 


This animal, 
| Which was of a white colour ſpotted with 
E had the appearance of a beaſt of prey. There can 
be little doubt that theſe countries will at ſome 


future 
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future time add ſeveral new ſpecies to the claſſe; 
of zoology. A ſpinal vertebra, that was found in 
the interior part of the country, the body of which 


was about four inches in diameter, gives reaſon to 


believe that very large quadrupeds will ſome time 


be diſcovered here. 
A very heavy rain, which overtook us about 


the middle of the day, obliged'us to halt. We 
ſheltered ourſelves in the hollow trunk of a largc 
tree that was upwards of twenty-four fect in 


circumference. We attempted to kindle a fire 
in it after the manner of the New Hollander, 


but the ſmoke ſoon drove us from our retreat. 
| We endeavoured to penetrate into parts which 


we had not yet viſited. A glade, at which we 


arrived, ſeemed to conduct us towards the north- 
eaſt plain. We had only three hours of the day 


before us. A ſteep aſcent impeded our journey, 
large trees heaped one upon another obſtructed 
the path, and the ſhrubs, to which the moiſture 
that prevails in theſe foreſts, give an uncommon!y 
luxuriant growth, increaſed the difficultics we 
had to encounter. Amongſt theſe ſhrubs was © 


beautiful ſpecies of polypodium, the ſtem of 
Which e to the height of twelve feet. 


* The reader will eaſily excuſe me for not enumerating 
by name all the curioſities of natural hiſtory, which I co!- 
lected during this expedition; eſpecially as | intended th 
do it in a * work. | 
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Towards cloſe of evening we found ourſelves 
on the borders of the leſſer lake. The woods 
that ſurrounded it did not permit us to follow it 


which we had to wade was, fortunately, not very 
deep. Notwithſtanding the darkneſs of the night, 


never ſeen before. 

This lake, though it 1s bad with the ſea 
at high water, does not abound with fiſh. Some 
of the crew of the Eſperance had been here, with 
their nets, but caught nothing, 

Having reached the ſea-ſhore, we had ſtill a 
conſiderable part of our march before us. It was 
night, and the thick clouds increaſed its obſcu- 
rity. Sometimes we were obliged to paſs over 


We groped our way along the ſhore, at the hazard 
of falling into the ſea, and it was with great dit- 
ficulty that we were able to ſupport ourſelves on 
our feet amongſt the wet ſtones, that were ren- 
dered ſtill more ſlippery by being covered with 
fucus and other marine productions. 

A great number of phoſphoric animalcules, of 
different ſizes, were driven on ſhore by the waves, 
and aftorded us the uy light we had to direct 
our ſteps. 


Var L. 0 tents 


e in all its windings: the water through 


1 diſcovered a new ſpecies of gli, which I had 


large blocks of rounded ſtones waſhed by the ſurge. 


At length we TI, at the place where the 
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tents had been pitched for taking aſtronomical 
obſervations. We found nobody there, as the 
mſtruments had already been carried on board. 
Our maſter ſail- maker having gone the pre. 
ceding day on a ſhooting excurſion, without any 
companion, had loſt his way in the woods, wherc 
he was obliged to ſpend the night. Several guns 
were fired to let him know where the ſhips lay at 
anchor; and in the afternoon he returned on 
board emaciated with hunger and fatigue. Har- 
ing ſet out without any proviſions, he had been 
a day and an half without food. He related, that 
during the night ſeveral quadrupeds had come t. 
ſmell at him, within a few inches diſtance. Man; 
of the crew believed him on his word; but we. 
who had fpent feveral nights in the woods, and 
had never met with ſuch familiarity from the 
beaſts, were not ſo credulous; but far from in- 
gining that he wiſhed to impeſe upon us, we 
found, in his narrative, the natural effects pro- 
duced upon the imagination of a man deprived 
of nouriſhment, and all alone in the midſt of im. 
menſe and pathleſs foreſts. 
15th. On the preceding day the large anchor 
had been drawn up and a ſmaller one moored, 
that we might be able the ſooner to leave the 
harbour. The ſame had been done by the Ef 
perance. Some ſudden blaſts from the north-cal, 
during 
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during the night, drove both ſhips from their an- 
chors and ran them aground in the mud. They, 
however, ſuffered no damage, and were eaſily ſet 
again afloat. It was ſurpriſing that they ſhould 
have thought themſelves ſecure with one ſmall an- 
chor, but juſt moored in a muddy bottom, as this 
fort of bottom affords very little hold till the an- 
chor be ſunk to a conſiderable depth. 

We only waited for a favourable wind to leave 
the harbour. During the whole day 1t was con- 
trary, and in the night time it blew with great 
violence. Dauribeau, however, although we had 
ran aground only the night before, thought it ſuf- 
ficient to moor a ſingle cablet; but his opinion 
was Over- ruled by the reſt of the officers, who 
knew, from expericnce, the neceflity of holding 
by the large anchor. 1 

During our abode at the Cape of Van Diemen 
we had only ſeen the natives at at a conſiderable 
diſtance; thoſe who had obſeryed us having al- 
ways fled with great precipitation. Some of them 
left behind them their houſehold utenſils, which 
gave us a very imperfect ſpecimen of their induſtry. 
Theſe were baſkets, clumſily conſtructed of the 
| Tceds known by the name of juncus acutus, and 
drinking veſſels, made of a large picce of fucus 
palmatus, cut into a circular form, and moulded 
into the ſhape of a purſe. We never found any 
O2 weapons 
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weapons of defence in the places from whence 
they had fled: no doubt, they either carried them 
away, or carefully concealed them, for fear that 
wie might employ them againſt themſelves. 
Theſe ſcattered huts indicated a very ſcanty 
population; and the heaps of ſhells which we 
found near the ſea- ſhore, ſhewed that theſe lavage 
derive their principal means of ſubſiſtence from 
the ſhell-fiſh which they find there. 

As we only once diſcovered human bones in 
this country, and thoſe partly burnt, it appcars 
that they do not expoſe the bodies of their dead 
to the open air. It is difficult to know Whether 
it be their uſual cuſtom to burn them: poſſibly 
they bury them in the n or throw them into 
che eee, 

The great number of tracks marked with prints 
of the feet of quadrupeds, ſhew that they abound 
in this country. They probably remain during 
the day-time in the thickeſt part of theſe 1 inac- 
ceſſible foreſts. 8 

A great number of fmall rivulets diſchargc 
themſelves into the harbour. The ground wa: 
here ſo full of moifture, that wherever a hole we: 
dug of a moderate depth, it immediately became 
filled with water. 

Wy penny took copious draughts of fiſhes 


WI ith 
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with our nets; eſpecially when the caſt and ſouth- 
caſt winds drove them into the bay. 
Van Diemen's land was diſcovered by Taſman 


ncaux, in the year 1777, he thought himſelf the 
third European navigator who had been upon 
this coaſt, Cook did not know at that time that 
Captain Marion, after having remained here for 


March, 1772. The natives conducted themſelves 
in a very different manner to theſe two naviga- 
tors. Poſſibly the gentleneſs with which they be- 
haved to Captain Cook, might be an effect of their 
terror for European fire-arms, of which they had 
received an idea from Marion's having been under 
the neceſſity 'of uſing them againſt them. 

The place of our obſervatory, ſituated near the 
entrance of the harbour to the right of the veſlels, 
was 43% 32” 24“ S. lat. 144 40 E. long. 


3932“ E. 
The inclination 66 a flat nile” was 7000. 


of high water in the harbour at full and change 
| days, was between nine and twelve o'clock, the 
water riſing about ſix feet perpendicular height. 
| The tides were very much influenced bythe winds, 
03 | which 


in the month of November, 1642. When Cap- 
tain Cook anchored here four years after Fur- 


{me time, ſailed from thence on the 10th of 


The variation of the magnetic needle was 7” 


The tides flowed only once a day. The time 
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foreſts, with which it is ſarrounded, furniſh 4 


proper for ſhip building, and which they employed 
with great advantage. 


— cars ene yr — —— 


the weather was very unfavourable for making 


year was likewiſe not an eligible one for inveſti- 


to the mouth of the harbour, from whence we 
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which often advanced or retarded them BY. ſe. 
veral hours. 

The ſheltered ſituation of this abet renders 
it the moſt commodious'i in the world for veſſel; 
to put into in order to be repaired. The vaſt 


timber which our carpenters conſidered as very 


During our ſtay of nearly a month at this place, 
aſtronomical obſervations. The - ſeaſon of the 


gating theſe coaſts, which was rendered ſtill more 
difficult by the violence of the winds. 

_ Whilſt we remained at the Cape of Van Die- 
men, the north-weſt and ſouth-weſt winds were 
very violent: the former were generally attended 
with ſtorms and heavy rains, 

As ſoon as it was day the veſſels were towe: 


ſailed with a north breeze towards the new {trai. 


After ranging along the windings of the ret: 
which we had left on our larboard fide when . 
entered Tempeſt-bay, we were at ten o'clock i 
the forenoon at the diſtance of about 7,000 tos 
from the entrance of the ſtrait, which bc: 

( N, N. * 
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N. N. W. when we trimmed our fails as ſharp 
as poſſible. | 


already whitened with the ſnow. Theſe moun- 
tains form part of a chain which extends from 


ſouth-eaſt to north-weſt, and terminates near the 


fartheſt extremity of the harbour. 

We were much gratified in viewing, from the 
ſhip, the places which we had lately viſited in our 
excurſions. £4. 


had juſt been kindling on the ſhore: one of them 
carried a fire-brand in his hand with which he 
lighted the flames in different places, where the 
| fire preſently caught and was almoſt as ſoon ex- 

tinguiſhed. 4 

We plied to windward, keeping | in with the 
coaſt ; as we had no danger to apprehend from 
approaching it. 

A ſlight breeze from the north, as well as the 
tide, being againſt us, we could not enter the 
ſtrait before night. 
the mouth of it, in a bottom of grey ſand, at the 
depth of 30 fathoms. The place where we had 
O 4 patched 


The. ſammits of the higheſt mountains were 


At one time we obſirved a thick ſmoke aſ- 
cending from the diſtant country to the north- 
ward of the great lake, and ſoon deſcried five of 
the natives walking away from a fire which they 


We therefore caſt anchor at 
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pitched our tents of bination was then at the 
diſtance of about 10,000 toiſes to the weſtward. 
The mercury in the barometer having been 


: gradually falling for the ſpace of four and twenty 
hours, remained ſtationary at 274 inches, though 


the {ky appeared ſtill very clear. We were not 


without ſome uneaſineſs, as ſo great a variation 


in the barometer had never failed during our ſtay 
in the harbour to be followed by violent winds, 
Probably ſuch blew at a diſtance, but we expe- 


we ſaw a fire to the weſt, kindled by the natives, 


17th. The current having become favourable 
about nine in the morning, we weighed anchor 
with a northerly brocne, and Plied to the wind. 
ward. 2 

We were near enough to the conſt: to be able 
to perceive at the entrance of the ſtrait a ſort of 
free- ſtone, ſimilar to that found in Port Dentre- 
caſteaux. 


The ſnows had increaſed dots upon the 


ſummits of the high mountains, during the pro 


ceding night. 


The mercury in thei Aimee had ſunk to 27 


inches 4 4-10th lines, though the breeze from 
the north ſtill continued ſlight. 


It Was night ve + we entered the ſtrat : 
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which we gave the name of our Commander, 
Dentrecaſteaux. About ſeven o'clock in the even- 
ing we caſt anchor in a bottom of blackiſh mud 


mixed with ſhells, at the depth of 22+ fathoms. 
We were in lat. 43? 20” S.; long. 145% 10” E. 


The Eſperance was appriſed of our having caſt 


anchor by a ſignał from the main-maſt, and did 
the ſame at. the diſtance of about 1,000 toiſes 
from uus. ; 5 

The ſlighteſt agitation produced a great degree 
of phoſphoreſcence in the ſea, e the Whole 

night. 
Very violent ſqualls, accompanied with rain, 
obliged us to pay out our cable, and ut abend our 
top-gallant gear. 

18th. The darkneſs of the ſky he us impa- 
tiently awaiting the moment when we could en- 
joy the beautiful , proſpe& of the immenſe bay 
which forms the entrance of Strait Dentrecaſ- 
teaux. At length the horizon cleared up. Where- 
ever the eye could reach the coaſt was indented 
with ſpacious bights in the land, where naviga- 
tors, driven by ſtreſs of weather, might fly for 
ſhelter with ſecurity. We ſurveyed with aſto- 


niſhment the immenſe extent of theſe harbours, 


which might eafily *contain the combined fleet 
of all the maritime powers of Europe. The 
right forcland of the ſtrait bore S. 437 W. 
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As the wind abated about 11 o'clock in the 
forenoon, we availed ourſelves of this opportunity 
to fit out the pinnace. The engineer was dif. 
patched in order to examine whether an opening 
keen N. 30? N E. afforded a paſſage for our veſſels 
The ebb-tide drifted us from eight in the even. 
ing till two in the morning at the rate of half x 
Enot every hour to N. W. N. 

The ſtiffneſs of the breeze preventing us from 

fending any of our boats to the ſhore, we were 
obliged to remain on board. 
19th. On the following day we were landed at 
the diftance of 2,500 toiſes S. W. on an iſland 

which bounds. this channel throughout its whole 

length. A boat belonging to the Eſperance had 
paſted the night at the ſame place, and taken a 
great quantity of fiſh. 


It was a great gratification to me to traverſe 


this country, where I found a large number f 


new plants, the moſt numerous of which be- 

longed to the genus of melaleuca, after, epacris, &c. 
The ſhore of the channel afforded us a ver) 

eaſy path through the buſhes which are here bi. 
thinly ſcattered. We afterwards climbed up ſome 
ſteep aſcents which riſe to about 25 toiſes per- 
pendicular height above the level of the ſea. Me 
here obſerved a ey" of ſea-ſalt depoſited by 
the 


EY 
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the waves in the cavities of the hard freeſtone 
which forms the baſis of theſc hills. 


We had ſcarcely proceeded a thouſand teien 


when the remains of a hut and heaps of ſea-ſhells 
ſhewed us that this ifland was inhabited. 


We ſaw here for the firſt time the partridge 
of the Cape of Van Diemen. We ſprung a very 


large covey of them, which Men at a great 
diſtance from us. 


Late in the evening we met Citizen Riche, 


Who had paſſed the night with the fiſnermen. 
We gladly accepted his offer to ſhare the fruits of 


his fiſhery with us, and he ſhewed us a ſmall 


L ſpring, where we had the pleaſure of retreſhing 


ourſelves with excellent water over a meal of very 
fine fiſh and muſcles, which we broiled upon the 


_ coals after the manner of the New Hollanders. 
After ſuch a repaſt we had little occaſion tor the 


proviſions we had brought with us from the ſhip. 
We were informed that-the principal officers 


of the Recherche had agitated the queſtion 


among themſelves, whether the gentlemen en- 


gaged in reſearches of natural hiſtory had any 
right to the freſh proviſions diſtributed on board, 
whulſt they, were employed upon ſhore in making 


the collections which the object of their appoint- 
ment required. Care was taken that none of 


their number thould be admitted to theſe diſcuſ- 
ſions; 


— * = . "I 2 . . 8 . — . _ 1 
— * . : | : : 2 — — : CE po. 85 8 n 
- = © —_ _» m : - 4 — — 
— — ——_—_-" K 5 * - af - —— Ip" — — ES ” 
. 0 * * — 2 5 n j —_ 
PRES” — x „ 2 r 1 : 
hs 
== 
_— 


4 . I CI * * i « 
— -7 " — 14. 4 2 
. * 2 : . 
* $M — s * 
- n 4 - 6 — * 
oh; Dm . * 1 4 — * we. — _ 
* 33 7 — 4 N * a "aq 3 ” 
I 6 


— — 
- * — , - Es © . 
2 4 — nyo — * 
2 — ptr x, — FJ — 
£ Dn - = . 7 
_— 2 — . & 


82 — 2 ” 
© OD... ———— oy Ee RE ir 
- — — 


ig; 
— 
„ 
— - 
An — 


IRS SE LG 
= * * 

- = —— — 

— — 
Ss ot 

-z — 2 


» En Eu ner - a RSS \ 
| — — 1 3 = _ : 
— — — r 1 Z q —- —_ 1 1 | yy - wet at” po 8 
— 2 _— — = x 22 2 <a N . * — * — 
3 —— — * N LI 8 =_ | —— l o n . DOG gs | — - - 
— — 2 es IE. —— 22 i EEK : | _— — \ ST . l — — ä BBS. az EE ea — 2 RR 
- _ : \ = va > _ -- q 3 - — — _ - N K 8 on 2 — o 2 I : PID” > 
— * . * — - - \ l —_ — — de . . » —_— * : nes ned 7 * * _ —— 
-< = 2 2 \ — — 
A * 8 8.88 K — 2 « at» Dh w_- — — — 2 — ” 2 = — - - 
— — * „ . * r 2 3 . da — = * — 9 5 
D = ks a PRES: IS * —— . - _P- — — 5 * * — 
l ach — * - 


the opportunity; otherwiſe he would have been 
under the neceſſity of remaining on ſhore. He 
was, however, compelled to ſtay for the night on 


conſequence to him to return to the Eſperance, 


denominated Partridge Iſland by ſome of our crew 


ſpent the following day upon the iſland ; but in- 
_ ftead of partridges we found a great number of 


it had taken the one fowl for the other, or whe- 
ther the partridges had ſince left the wand, 1 muſt 


leave undecided. 
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ſions; and as they had no one to ſupport their 
right, the queſtion was foon decided againſt 
them, contrary to every idea of juſtice. I muſt 
add, that though the perſons who had the charge 
of providing for our table were frequently chang- 
cd, they all adhered with the utmoſt punctuality 
to the dictates of this inequitable decree. 

It was already night when our boat came to 
fetch us. Riche was obliged to avail himſelf of 


board of the Recherche, although it was of great 


as the preparation of the ſpecimens which he had 
collected, required to be immediately attended to. 

20th. A ſmall iſland, ſituated S. 42% W. about 
2,500 toiſes from our anchoring ſtation, had been 


who diſcovered it. Citizen Riche and myſelf | 


quails there. Whether thoſe who had firſt viſited 


This ſmall iſland i 18 ; upwards of 100 toiſes in 


length, and ſituated 1 in 430 23” 30' S. lat. The 
new 
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new ſpecies of parſley, which I had denominated 
-apium profiratum, grew in abundance upon the 


ſhore, almoſt as far as high water mark. We 
took a great quantity of it on board with us. 


Many ſpecies of the caſuarina grew here, and 


ſeemed to thrive very well notwithftanding the 
humidity of the ſoil. Amongſt the plants which 
| faw for the firſt time was a remarkable ſpecies 
of the limodorum, of which I had a drawing taken; 
[ alſo collected various kinds of ferns, 2 and a beau- 
tiful ſpecies of the Hine, remarkable for its 
ſcarlet flower. 

No freſh water is Wund upon this iſland ; 
though ſeveral forſaken huts ſhewed that it had 
been frequented by the ſavages. 


Two of the officers of our veſſel, Cetin _ 


Dauribeau, went about ſix o'clock in the morn- 
ing to ſurvey the coaſt to the caſtward of our 
ſtation, where they found ſeveral bays cxtending 
from N. W. to S. E. They obſerved ſeveral 


creeks, which formed as many harbours; but a 


ſtrong contrary wind prevented them from exa- 


mining them farther into the land. Seeing ſe- 
veral fires at a ſmall diſtance from the ſhore, they | 


determined to land ; when as ſoon as they had 
entered the woods, they found four ſavages em- 
ployed in laying fuel upon three ſmall fires, about 
which they were fitting. The favages immedi- 
atcly 
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ately fled, not withſtanding all the ſigns of amity 
which they made them, leaving their crabs and 
thell-fiſh broiling upon coals. Near this place 
they ſaw other fires and huts. 
It appears that this ſpot is much frequented, 
as fourteen fire-places were diſcovered. 
One of theſe ſavages, who was very tall and 3 


muſcular, having left behind him a ſmall baſket 
filled with pieces of flint, was bold enough to 


come quite near to Cretin in order to fetch it, 
With a look of aſſurance with which his bodily 
ſtrength ſeemed to inſpire him. Some of the ſa- 


vages were ſtark naked; the reſt had the ſkin of 


a kangarou wrapped about their ſhoulders. They 
were of a blackiſh colour, with long beards and 
curled hair. 


The utenſils which they left behind them 


conſiſted of about thirty baſkets made of ruſhes, 
ſome of which were filled with ſhell-fiſh and lob- 
ſters, others with pieces of flint and fragments 
of the bark of a tree as ſoft as the beſt tinder. 


Theſe ſavages, undoubtedly, procure themſelves 
fire by ſtriking two pieces of flint together, in 
which they differ from the other inhabitants oi 
the South Sea iſlands, and even from thoſe of tlic 
more eaſterly part of New Holland; whence there 
is ground to believe that they are deſcended from 
4 different origin. 


Ther 
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They likewiſe left behind them ſeveral kan- 
garou ſkins and drinking veſſels. 
The officers forbade the ſailors to take away 


ſelected two baſkets, a kangarou ſkin, and a 
drinking veſſel of fucus, to carry to the Com- 
mander. The ſavages had no reaſon to regret 
the loſs of theſe utenſils, as they left, in place of 
them, ſeveral knives and handkerchiets, with 


| too brittle, but certainly a very good ſubſtitute 


manufacture. 

The ſavages, though they took very few of 
their utenſils with them, dropped ſome of them 
from time to time on their flight. Whether they 
might do this in order to be able to run the 
faſter, or whether it was with a defign to amuſe 
the Europeans who followed them, 1 cannot tell. 
A boat belonging to the Eſperance had been 
to examine a creek ſituated to the eaſtward, at 
the diſtance of about 5,000 toifes. They had met 
with one of the natives, Who, notwithſtanding 
all the ſigns of amity they made him, would not 
let them come within two hundred paces diſtance 
of him. A fine rivulet diſcharges itfelf into the 
W {ca near the fartheſt extremity of the creek. The 
„ ſituation of this creek, oppoſite to an iſland which 
| | ſhelters 


any of the utenſils of the ſavages: they, however, 


ſome biſcuit, cheeſe, and an carthen pot, perhaps 


for that which had coſt them o little labour to 5 
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thinking it would run into a creek under ſhelter 


ing ſuddenly ſtopped is its courſe, ſoon began 


day. After having in vain contended with vio- 
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melters it from the ſurges, renders it an excellent 
place of ſhelter for veſſels that ſtand in need of 
any repairs. 
The other creeks which dey examined afforded 
in general yery good anchorage. 
They diſcovered a bay that extended fo far to 
the north-eaſt, that they could not get within 
view of its extremity. Poſſibly ſome of theſe 
bights in the land may be parts of channels which 
communicate with the ſea on the oppoſite fide, 
The preparation of the ſpecimens which I had 
collected on the preceding days, employed my 
whole leiſure on the 21ſt. 
The gardener went with ſix other perſons in 
the long boat, with the view of landing at the 
iſland which I had examined on the preceding 


lent and contrary winds, they left the boat adrift, 


of a ſmall iſland, ſituated at the entrance of the 
channel which they had before endeavoured to 
reach. But this ſtep was very near proving their 
ruin: their fail fell into the ſea, and the boat, be- 


to be filled with water by the violence of the 
ſurge. At length they arrived, overcome with 
fatigue, under the ſhelter of the iſland, where the 


I that prevailed afforded them a pleaſing re- 
9 
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ſpite from their toils and dangers. The Com- 
mander, anxious about their fate, ſent a boat in 
| the afternoon in queſt of them, as he knew that 

whilſt the wind remained ſo unfavourable, the 
long boat could not return to the ſhip without 


aſſiſtance. Towards cloſe of evening, we had 


the ſatisfaction of ſeeing them return on board. 


They told us that having proceeded along the 


coaſt in a S. S. E. direction, they found by ſome _ 
fires that the ſavages were near; that they had 


ſoon met with ſeveral of them, who were the 


fame that had been ſcen the day before, but that 


they did not ſuffer them to approach them. They 
found ſome ſhell-fiſh broiling upon the fires which 


the ſavages had left with precipitation, and more 


than thirty kangarou ſkins which they found at 
a little diſtance, ſhewed them to be very 8 
in hunting. 


It appeared that they had made uſe of the 


bread and water, which had been left for them 
on the preceding day ; ; but the ſmell of the cheeſe 


had probably given them no inclination to taſte 
it, as it was found in the ſame condition in which 


it had been depoſited. Jhey found at the ſame 


vlace one of the knives and handkerchiefs that 
had been left among the utenſils of the natives. 


terrified theſe ſavages; for when ſome of our men 
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went to the ſame place two days afterwards, they 
ſaw none of them. = Os | 
22d. The boats were ſent to*take in water at ; 
creek that had lately been diſcovered to the caſt- 
ward. 1 availed myſelf of the opportunity to viſit 


this place, which was fituated at the diſtance ot 
about 5,000 toiſes from our anchoring ſtation, It 


forms a harbour, about 150 toiſes in breadth and 


500 in length, with ſufficient bottom for large 


veſſels to ride at anchor in it. A rivulet that dif- 


charges itſelf into it near its extremity, afford: 


very good water, which, however, was not caſil) 


taken in by the boats, ſince, in order to have n 
perfectly pure, it was neceſſary to roll the barrels 


from the diſtance of more than 150 toiſes over 
the muddy bottom. Our men might have beer 
ſpared this unhealthy labour, if pipes of leathe: 
or of ſail-cloth, ſmeared over with tar, had been 
employed, by which the water might eaſily have 
been conveyed into the boats. The advantage: 
of ſuch a practice will particularly be apparent In 


caſes where the impracticability of entering 2 


rivulet with the boats obliges mariners to take in 
brackiſh water; whereas, by means of a pipe car- 


ried a few hundred yards higher up the ſtream, 


they might procure it without any admuxturc of 


ſca-water, which renders it very unwholeſome to 


drink, 
The 
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The banks of this rivulet produced ſeveral new 
ſpecies of caſuarina, one of which was remarkable 
for the club- like form of its fruit. I alſo obſerved 


4 pretty tall ſhrub, which eſtabliſhes a new genus 
of the cruciferous tribe. 
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— 
27 


The tracks of the kangarous were very nume- 
rous, terminating at the rivulet, where theſe ani- 


mals frequently come to drink. 


As the wind had been againſt us when we {ailed 
for this watering place, we had a right to expect 


that it would be ſavourable to our return; but a 
calm ſupervened, and it laſted ſeveral hours before 


we reached the ſhips. 


The pinnace returned after a voy: age of four 
days, in which the whole extent of the ſtrait had 
been ſurveyed. It is about 20,000 toiſes in length 


from S. W. to N. E. They had every where 
found a depth of at leaſt ſix fathoms and an half, 
over a bottom of mud, and ſometimes of fine ſand. 


It is ſeparated from Adventure- bay by 4 narrow 
5 flip of land, not more than 200 toiſes at its 


greateſt breadth. 


2 


We now waited only for a favourable wind to 


follow the ſtrait, in order to take an exact ſurvey 
of it. The N. and N. W. breezes were contrary, 
and, beſides, ſo flight, that we were obliged to 
remain the whole day at anchor, 
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where a depth of water of at leaſt 6z fathoms, 


in the coldeſt mornings, the ſnows had greatly in- 
_ creaſed upon the high mountains ſeen W. N. W. 


5 —— — 
* — . 


caſt anchor in a bottom of grey ſand at the depth 
of eight fathoms, very near to the coaſt, and to 


of them had probably come down to the coaſt 
upon hearing the news of our being in the bay. 


nd o 
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During the night we Rr ſeveral free of the 
natives to S. E. 

34th. On the following morning we weighed 
anchor, and plicd to windward at the diſtance of 
about 500 toiſes from the land. We found every 


over a very good bottom. 
Though the thermometer had never indicated 
more than 7* above the point of congelation, even 


Whilſt the currents continued favourable we 
gaincd ground at every tack; but about ſix o'clock 
in the evening they became contrary ; and we 


the northward of the ſtation from whence ve 
had ſailed in the morning. 

The natives kindled more than twenty Ges 
upon the coaſt towards the ſouth. Many families 


25th. About ſeven in the morning the current 
was favourable, and we made ſeveral tacks in 
order to enter a narrower part of the channel, 
where we ranged very near to the welt coaſt, {tcer- 
ing N. E. . 
Having 
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Having procceded about 2,500 toiſes along this 
channel, we entered a ſecond bay upwards of 
3,000 toiſes in length, and bounded to the weſt 
by pretty high grounds ; the eaſtern caaſt, which 
ſeparates this {trait from Adventure- bay, Was leſs 
clevated. | 


About half an hour after one in the afternoon, 


we caſt anchor at the diſtance of 500 toiſes from 


the ſhore ; Cape Canele bearing S. 33% E. 
Il went on fhore to north-weſt, where I found 


damp, though no rain had fallen for ſeveral days. 
A new ſpecies of prelea grew in great abundance 
amongſt the thrubs with which this country Was 
covered, 


20th. We weighed anchor about ſeven in the 


land left us for ſome time doubtful what courſe 
we ſhould ſteer, | in order to get out of it, Which 
we a length accompliſhed, to north-weſt, by the 
moſt diſtant of the openings. The depth of 
water in this bay was not leſs than cleven !athoms 
about the muddle, and at leaſt fix and a half at the 
diſtance of a hundred toiſes from the ſhore. 


"= 
4 
3 
5 


N. N. W. we anchored about halt an hour after 
| three 1 in the afternoon, in a depth of fourtcen ta- 


the woods very full of thickets, and extremely 


morning, and found ourſelves, at noon, in a third 
bay, where the great number of openings in the 


Having proceeded almoſt 10,000 toiſes to 
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ſerved one of them walking r along the 


1702. 


thoms and a half, with a muddy bottom. As 


it was probable that, in caſe the wind ſhould be. 


come favourable, we might proceed on our courſe 


before nigut; none of us went on ſhore. 

On the 27th, about eight o clock in the morn- 
ing , we weighed anchor. The current ſoon {ct 
againſt us, and obliged us to caſt anchor at the 
depth of twelve fathoms and a half, in a bottom 
of ſand mixed with mud. We were then in 43 
4“ S. lat. 145? 17“ E. long. We 

At the diſtance of two thouſand five hundred 
toiſes to north-eaſt, the fartheſt end of the ſtrait 
through which we were to paſs, was viſible. 

A ire at a ſmall diſtance from the ſhore appriſed 
us of the natives being near. We ſoon after ob- 
ſhore. 

Two boats were ſent out to trapiport ſome of 
our men to both ſhares of the ſtraits. They dif- 
covered a number of the ſavag s landing from 2 
raft on the caſt ſhore. As timid as thoſe we had 


{cen before, they had haſtened with all poſſiblc 


ſpced to the land, where they made their eſcapt 
into the woods, leaving behind them ſeveral dart: 
of a yery clumſy conſtruction. 
went on ſhore at the place where the ſavages 
had diſappeared, and found ſeveral pieces of ver! 
beautitul hard granite, rounded by the water. 
We found tour eren made of the bark of tre: 


(01 


"8 
—_ 
3 
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on the beach. Theſe rafts are only fit for croſſing 


the water when the ſea is very tranquil; 
force of the waves. 


fire, they might employ the ſame method to make 


| themſelves canoes; but the art of navigation has 


made as little progreſs amongſt them as the reſt. 


Having arrived at the extremity of the ſtrait, I 
found ſome fine cryſtals of feld- -ſpath in ſeveral 


rocks of very hard ſand ſtone. 

On the tops of the hills I met with the plant 
deſcribed by Phillips, in his account of his voyage 
to Botany-bay, under the name of the yellow 
gum-tree. As it was already in ſeed, I had no op- 
portunity of examining the cha racers requiſite 


for determining its genus. To me it appears tg: 
belong to that of dracena. 


tained in long ears, filled with a vaſt number of 
larve, which are afterwards metamorphoſed into 


The grains were con- 


mall phalenæ of the moth kind. 

The gum:-reſin which flows from this plant is 
very aſtringent, and might, no doubt, be uſed 
with advantage in medicine. 


to mix with the fluids of the human body, and 
ought to give it a preference before many other 
aſtringents that are employed. 
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Other- 
wiſe they would ſoon be broken aſunder by the 


As the ſavages poſſeſs the 


art of hollowing the trunks of trees by means of 


The gummy prin- 
= ciplc with which it abounds, renders it more apt 
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232 VOYAGE IN SEARCH 11702. 
Amongſt a variety of other beautiful plants, | 
found a very remarkable one of the compoſite 
tribe, which had never before been diſcovered. It 
conſtitutes a new genus, which I named richea, 
after Citizen Riche, one of the naturaliſts to our 
expedition, This philoſopher fell a victim to his 
love tor ſcience, having made, when already in a 
very advanced ſtage of confumption, a long and 
fatiguing | Journey, in which he had more conſulted 
his ſcientific zeal than the ſtate of his health. 
This new genus naturally ranks in the third 
ſection of the cynarocephales. (Jufs. gen. plant.) 
The common calix is compoſed of ſeveral ob- 


tuſe foliolæ, ſcarious at their extremities, of equal 


length, and diſpoſed in a ſingle row; it incloſes 


ſeveral diſtinct calices, each of which is ſupported 
by a very ſhort peduncle. Each of the ſmall ca- 


lices is compoſed of five or fix foliolæ, and con- 
tains five or ſix floriolæ, all hermaphrodite, and 
provided with ſheaths of nearly the ſame length 
with themſelves. - . 
The floriolæ are inflated at their ſuperior extre- 
mity, and divided into five equal diviſions. 
Five diſtin filaments, attached to the infide 
of the corolla; ſupport the ſame number of an- 
there, united in the form of a cylinder. 
The ſtyle is filiform, and of an equal height 
with the ſtamina. The ſtigma is bipartite. 
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and has at the top twelve or fourteen hairy tufts. 
On account of the colour of the leaves of this 


3 of a brimſtone- rellowy colour. 


Explanation of the Figures in Plate XVI. 


Fig. 1. The plant. 

Fig. 2. The flower ſeen from behind, ſo as to 
diſtinguith the common calix. 

Fig. 3. One of the ſmall calices, with its flo- 
nola. 


Tig. 4. One of the floriola with its ſeed. 


glaſs. 
Fg. 6. Floriola, divided longitudinally, to ſhew 
the ſtamina. 
N 7+ The ſame * through a magnifying 
dlaſs. 


a beaten path made by the ſavages through the 
4 woods, met 11x of them walking ſlowly towards 
q the ſouth, who were all ſtark-naked, and armed 
E with javelins ſixteen or eighteen fect in length. 
I Their ſurpriſe at ſo unexpected a rencounter was 


E inſpiring them with courage, they approached at 
3 | the invitations of the European, and bound round 
3 their 


The feed is oval, covered with a light down, 


plant I have called it richea glauca. The flower 


Fig. 5. The ſame ſeen through a magnifying 
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One of the och of the Recherche, following 


L. | viſible in their countenances ; but their number 
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their heads a handkerchief and neck-cloth which 


he offered them. They, however, appeared ter- 


riſied at the ſight of his hanger, which he ſheweg 
them how to uſe; nor were their fears quicted til} 
he made them a preſent of it. He endeavoured 
m vain to perſuade them to come to the ge 
where our ſhips lay at anchor: the favages 4!ked 


away, following the ſame path 1 in a direction op- 


poſtte to that which led to the ſhore. 
Some of our men having landed on the other 


fide of the ſtrait, came to a large fire, round 
which eight ſavages, each of whom had a kanga- 
rou ſkin wrapped round his ſhoulders, fat warming 


themſelves under the ſhelter of four fences againſt 


the wind. They immediately ran away as ſoon 


as they faw our people. 

An old woman who had the care of hes pro- 
viſions, which ſhe did not chooſe to leave behind 
her, was ſoon overtaken by ſome of the ſallors. 
She accepted with an air of ſatisfaction, an hand- 
kerchief that was given her, but was fo terrificd 
at the fight of a hanger, which they prefented to 


her, that ſhe leapt down a precipice more than 


forty feet in height, and ran away amongſt the 


rocks, where they foon loſt fight of her. 


I] do not know whether thoſe who related thi: 
adventure in a different manner, wiſhed to make 


themſelves merry at the expence of the reſt, hen 


the” Py 
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they aſſerted that the age of this woman was no 


ſecurity for her againſt the attempts of ſome of 


the ſailors ; however, ſhe was ſtill young enough 
to make her eſcape, leaving behind her two baſ- 
kets, in which were found a lobſter, ſome muſcles, 


and a few roots of a fern, which J recogniſed to 


belong to a new ſpecies of pteris, of which I had 


before collected a conſiderable quantity. Pro- 
bably the ſavages chew theſe roots, in order to 


expreſs the nutritious juice, which alw ays abounds 
more or leſs in plants of this ſpecies. 


This woman like the other ſavages, had the 


ſkin of a kangarou wrapped about her ſhoulders : 


ſhe had likewiſe another of theſe ſkins bound 


round her waiſt in the form of an apron. I ſup- 


poſe that ſhe had provided herſelf with this piece 


of clothing, more on account. of the inclemency 


of the ſain, than from a principle of modeſty ; 
for thoſe of the ſavage women who were ſeen at 


Adventure-bay by Captain Cook, at a diſtance of 


not many hundred toiſes from this place, were 
ſtark naked: and it is not probable that there 


ſhould be much difference of manners between 


the natives of two countries ſo ncar to cach other. 
28th. A wind from the north blew in ſuch 


violent ſqualls during the night, that the Eſpe- 


rance was ſet adrift, though ſhe held by a very 
large anchor, - 
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We had ſpent more time in ſurveying the ſtrait 
of Dentrecaſteaux than we had intended. Before 


we could reach the main ſea we had ſtill a paſſage 
of 2,500 toiſes to make through the channel, 


The wind was contrary, but the tide favourable : 


ſo that we got under way about half an hour after 
nine in the morning. We often came within 130 


toiſes of the coaſt, where the ſoundings gave us 


our depth at 12 or 15 fathoms, in places where 


the coaſt was high, and 6 or 6+ fathoms near the 


tow grounds. 


At length we renched the extvemity of the 
ſtrait. The two forelands are at the diſtance of 
2,500 toiſes from one another from S. E. to N. W. 


We ranged very near to that on our ſtarboard 
fide, where we found the depth to be no more 


than 32 or 4 fathoms. Such a great diminution 


of water at the termination of the ſtrait, led us to 
conjecture that the bottom conſiſted of a hard 
rock that reſiſted the daily action of the tides, and 


the ſoundings verified our ſuppoſition: This was 


the only bad bottom which we tound throughout 


the whole extent of the ſtrait. We left it about 
noon ; when we diſcovered an opening E. 8. E. 
about 15,000 toiſes in breadth, hien affords a 


. paſſage into the main ſea. 


To the northward we obſerved a vaſt bay, Or 


rather a gulpb, intercepted with iflands, and con- 
necte 
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nected with the main land, which we ſaw at a 
diſtance. Several bights in the land that incloſes 
the gulph, ſeemed likely to afford good anchorage. 


| 
e | | | 


155 tance of the Strait f Dentrecaſleaux—Run 
from Cape Diemen to Ne ew Caledonia —Coafting 
the South Weſt of New Caledonia Dangerous 

Situation of the Recherche near the Reefs on that 
_ Coaſt— Little Cluſter of Iſlands at the Northern 

_ Extremity of New Caledonia—View of the Na- 
tives—Prodigious Extent of the Reefs—View of 

the Land of the Arſacides, and of the Treaſury 
Nando Chaſting the Weſtern Part of the Iſlands 
of Bougainville, and Bouka—Dangerous Situa- 1 

. tion of the Recherche, on the Shoals off the and * N 
of Bougainville Iuterviet with the Savages of 
Bona land-— Their Taſſe for Muſic-— Their 
Treachery—Their Cauoes Determination of e- 
veral Points of Bougainville aud Bouka 1/lands 
—Anchor in Carteret Harbour Several Excur- 1 
frons on the neighbouring Land Iucęſſuut Rain | 
during our Stay at Carteret Harbour — Different! 
Obſervations. 

N had now compleated a geographical diſ- 

covery of great importance to navigation. 

It was a point. of the youu utility to know ex- 

actly 
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actly the harbours in which ſhips might find ſhe. 
ter from the heavy gales and impetuous ſtorms, 
which prevail at this extremity of New Holland. 
A road, which is not lefs than 22,000 toiſes in 
extent, in that particular fituation, might pre- 
fent great advantages to a commercial nation, 
Throughout the whole road, a ſhip may caſt an- 
chor with the certainty of finding a good bot- 
tom, the depth being from 6 to 25 fathoms, and 
no danger to be dreaded. At an equal diſtance 
between its two extremities, the bottom 1s of 
_ coarſe. ſand, and not ſo good. There is allo lets 
water, as the depth there does not exceed fix fa- 
thoms., It ſhould ſeem that the tide entering 
at once by both extremities had accumulated thc 
ſand, at the place where the oppoſite currents 
meet. A ſhip may, without danger, come within 
100 toiſes of the land. The ſinuoſities of the 
land preſent a varied proſpect, and fituations truly 
pictureſque. 155 1 


The ſeaſon was advanced and the thermometer 
had not yet been lower than 72 above o, although 
we were near the 44th degree of S. lat. Impc- 
tuous winds reigned in the open ſea; while in the 
ſtrait, we enjoyed the greateſt tranquillity. We 
did not expect to experience ſo much ſecurity 
near the Bay of Tempeſts. GED 

Fiſhes which prefer tranquil waters, aboune 

in 
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—_ 


in this channel, and we were generally very for- 


tunate in catching them. 


Scarcely had we paſſed the ſtrait, to the diſ- 


tance of 1,500 tees: when we could no longer 


diſtinguiſh the opening. The depth increaſed, as 
we advanced into the open ſca. 
At noon, our latitude was 439 
longitude 1430 107 E 
We were not long in doubling Cape Pillar, 
and we immediately ſteered a north-eaſt courſe, 
in order that we might explore the ſouth-weſt 


coalt of New Calcdonia. 


The mercury in the barometer ſunk into 27 
inches 8 lines, and we had a violent gale from 


the N. W. The motion of the ſhip was to me 


as ſickening as at our departure from Brett. Dur- 
ing our ſtay at Cape Diemen, I had completely 


forgotten my failing habits. 


On the 30th of May we had made great pro- 
greſs; lor at noon, our Jatitude was 40? 55” C. 
and our longitude 15094 E. 

The Mercury in the barometer had fallen to 
27 inches 4 lines, and had not deceived us in an- 


nouneing impetuous winds. We could only ſcud 


under our fore-ſail, which at laſt we were obliged 


to ſtrike, but rtunately we had the wind a- 


tern. 


Dh 2— 10ths 


10S. and our 


Although: the 3 was not lower than 


240 - VOYAGE IN SEARCH [1792, 


9? 2-10ths above o, the cold was neverthelcf, 
great. The violent agitation of the air appeared 
to me the principal cauſe of the ſenſation which 
we experienced. 

On the firſt of June, having arrived in latitude | 
370 17” S. and longitude 154* 5“ E., we ſaw a 
great number of ſpeckled petrels fprocellaria c- 
penſis} and many albatroſſes remarkable for the 
red extremities of their wings. 

2d. The next day many flying fiſhes, of the 
ſame ſpecies with thoſe which we had fo oſten 
. met with elſewhere, falling on board of us, an- 
nounced our arrival in parts of the ſea frequented 
by bonitocs. 

The motion of the ſhip, ſince our departure, 
had made me ſo faint, that T found myſelf abſo- 
lutely incapable of taking the meaſures neceſſary 
for the preſervation of the objects which I had 
collected in my laſt excurſions. . 

3d. But this day the fea became more calm 
and allowed me to enter upon that buſineſs. My 
ſpecimens had ſuffered no damage; only I found 
them ſlightly covered with moiſture. 

sth. Since our departure from New Hollanc. 
we had been reduced to ſhort allowance of water: 
and the heat, which now began to be very ſen— 
ſibly felt, rendered that privation the more pain 


ful. We were allowed but a bottle in the da), 
although 
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although our want of it increaſed as we approach- 


ed the Torrid Zone. For this beverage we could 
not ſubſtitute wine, which became daily worſe, 
and brandy, which many preferred to wine, ren- 


dered a greater quantity of water neceſſary. Salted 
proviſions increaſed a thirſt, which we had not 


the means of quenching, and the great quantity 
of ſea-ſalt introduced into our fluids, had com- 
municated to them a great degree of acrimony. 
Thus the privation of freth water is one of the 
principal cauſes of the diſeaſes of ſeamen. 

Spotted petrels and many other birds which 
we ſaw on the 6th of June, in latitude 34478 


{ +95 


and longitude 159 21” E., made us ſuppoſe that 
we were approaching ſome iſland, {till too diſtant 


to be ſeen. 


11th. About the middle of this day, we thought 
we ſaw land at eaſt. After ſteering in that di- 


rection for an hour, the phantom diſappeared, and 
we reſumed our courſe. 
15th. We ſhot a man-of-war bird, which was 
hovering over the ſhip. This bird had in its bill 
one of the ſpecies of cuttle fiſh called /ep:a /oligs. 
It had probably caught this molluſca, the inſtant 
before it received the fatal ſtroke. In the Medi- 
terrancan, I have ſcen this ſpecies of cuttle fiſh 
raiſe itſelf many feet above the ſurface of the 
Vo. I. Q 
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water, by means of membranous expanſions, ſity. 


ated laterally near its lower extremity : ſome of 
them even dropped on board of us. 
16th. About half an hour paſt five in the morn- 


” ing, we entered the Torrid Zone, in 630 of E. 


longitude. 
About eight we ſaw the Iſle of Pines, which is 
at a little diſtance from the ſouthern point of New 


Caledonia. It had the appearance of a peak of 


moderate elevation; and we ſoon had a vicw of 
the low lands, with which it is every where ſur— 
rounded. We diſtinguiſhed large trees, towards 
the ſouth-eaſt part of the iſland. Its poſition, 


which we determined, is in S. lat. 22" 42”, and 
E. long. 165% 14, which is but 4“ leſs in lat. and 


4' more in long. than its poſition, as aſſigned by 
Captain Cook. mY : 
About five in the evening, we had ſight of New 


Caledonia in the N. W., diſtant above twenty 


thouſand toiſes, and we ſteered towards it ; but 
about ſun-ſet, we were obliged to lay to for the 
Eſperance, which always failed much worſe than 
our ſhip. We then had a view of the coaſt, from 


32® to the northward of welt, to 32® to the welt- 
ward of north; but we were ſtill too far diſtant 


to ſee the reefs, between that iſland and the Ifle 
of Pines. The Eſperance joined us about eight 
| at 
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at night. It was proper for us to make many 


the ſhip did not obey her helm. 

A ſouth-weſt wind brought us near New Cale- 
donia ; although we expected to meet with the 
winds, which generally prevailed ſeveral days be- 
fore we made the land. 


The ſmall change of variation which the com- 


had made, 1s very well worthy of remark. We 
may look upon 1t as nothing, from ſouth latitude 


10 30 of longitude, the compaſs did not vary 
a degree; and it is well known that, at ſea, the 
variation cannot be obſerved nearer than within a 
degree of the truth. 

17th. A fire kindled by the ſavages, on the Ille 
of Pines, was ſeen during the night. 
At break of day, we obſerved immenſe rects 
3 on the coaſt of New Caledonia, ſtretching firſt 
4 towards the ſouth, and then towards the weſt. 


The calm confined us, the whole morning, be- 


teen thoſe dangerous rocks and the Iſle of Pines; 


tacks during the night, but it was ſo calm that 


paſs had undergone, during the tranſit which we 


30 307, and caſt longitude 1549, where the varia- 
tion was 11% 30” eaſt, to ſouth latitude 239, and 
caſt onde 164 30, where the variation was 
11*4; for in this run of 132 30 of latitude, and 


q but ! in the afternoon, a ſlight breeze from the 


22 os ſouth- 
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— 


ſouth-weſt, enabled us to cep clear of the 
breakers. 8 

At noon, our latitude was 220 49“ S., and our 
longitude 164 40” E.; the ſouthern point of New | 
Caledonia then bearing N. N. E., diſtant about 

20,000 toiſcs. This extremity of that iſland is in 

22 3Y S. lat. and 164 30” E. longitude. 

18th. We had loſt ſight of the chain of reefs, 
but about eleven o'clock we perceived their 
ſouthern extremity, at the diſtance of about 
10,000 toiſes N. W. £ W. Their ſmall diſtance 
from our ſhip at noon, when we obſerved our la- 
titude, convinced us that they extended ſome 
minutes farther to the ſouthward than Captain 
Cook believed; for We ſaw that they reached 23? 
of S. lat., and 16-1* 31” of E. longitude. 5 

Thoſe reefs, to which we approached nearer 
than the diſtance of 1,000 toiſes, are nearly 20,000 
toiſes from the chaſt, and in that ſpace keep the 
ſea very tranquil: we were obliged to make fe- 


N 
veral tacks in order to get out of it. 


19th. We made little way in the morning of 
this day; for at noon, in 23% 3” 48” of S. lat., and 
164? & 20" of E. long. we were ſtill in fight cf 
the weſtern extremity of the rects, Which bon 
N. W. N. at the diſtance of about 10,000 toſſes. 
We brought the Cape to bear N. W.! W 
order to double it, and to approach ncar the coal, 
W, 
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We kept tacking, chiefly under our top-ſails, 
during the whole night, endeavouring to keep 
company with our conſort. It was neceſſary that 
we ſhould be able, mutually, to communicate 
the dangers to which we nught be expoſed, on a 
coaſt bordered with ſhelves and rocks, hitherto 
unexplored by navigators. 

20ꝗth. During the night, the currents bro! aght 
us back to the reefs which we belicyed we had 
doubled. We ſtood towards the land, when day- 
light fortunately ſhowed us all the danger of our 
ſituation. We were ſurrounded with reefs, and 


ſouth- ſouth- eaſt, freſhened and increaſed the 
waves, which were carrying us towards the 
breakers; and we were in the midſt of the dan- 
ger, when the Eſperance pointed it out to us by 
a ſignal. Roſſel then commanded on the quar- 
ter-deck. Immediately we trimmed up the tails 
on the ſtarboard tack, in order to extricate her 
from this dangerous poſition. The Eſperance hac 
lucceeded in this manœuvre, and we had the 
pleaſure to ſec her clear of the danger, and ftand- 
ing towards the welt. 

Our bell was now rung to ſummon all hands 
on deck, in order to be more ſure of ſucces. 
Four times did Roſſel fail in his manoeuvre, aud 
every attempt did but bring us ncarer to the dar. 
Q 3 | ger. 
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ger. We were driving towards the reefs, where 
the waves, ready to ingulph us, roſe to a prodi- 
gious height. We could not caſt anchor; for 
no bottom was to be found with fifty fathoms of 
line, although we were cloſe to the rocks. Each 
of us was looking eagerly for the means of eſcap- 
1ng death, which ſeemed almoſt inevitable. At 
laſt the ſhip touched, when, by unexpected good 
fortune, the fifth attempt ſucceeded, and we had 
the unſpeakable ſatisfaction of ſceing the * re- 
move from the danger. 

Between the reefs and the land were ſome little 
iſlands, diſtant above 5,000 toiſes from the coaſt 

The land of New Caledonia, which was low 
towards its ſouthern extremity, now began to 
riſe into mountains of moderate elevation, in a 
ſouth-eaſt and north-weſt direction, inclining a 
little farther towards the north. 

When, at the approach of night, we were going 
about, the top-men had forgotten to change the 
booms of the main-yard, and the mizen top-ſail | 
yard ; and they were both broken, the moment 
we went upon the other tack. The firſt fel 
over-board ; but the other, in its fall, wounded 
three people, among whom was the Commander 
of the expedition. 

21ſt. We ſtood out to ſea, and ND e 


during the night, and in the morning we ſteered 
„ f0! 
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for the land. A wind at ſouth- eaſt carried us to 
the north-weſt, at the diſtance of ſeven hundred 
toiſes, from the reefs, which deny all acceſs to 


the ſhore, whence they are diſtant by about 2,500 
toiſes. We expected to find ſome opening which 


would allow us to anchor under the ſhelter of 

this barrier, againſt which the waves daſhed in a 

dreadful manner. „„ 

| A conſiderable body of ſmoke which roſe at 

| the foot of the hill, at a little diſtance from the 

| ſhore, indicated the preſence of the natives. 
From noon, when we found the latitude 299 


& 58” ſouth, and the longitude 163 34” 36" eaſt, 
we had proceeded nearly 10,000 toiſes to the | 


north-weſt, when we obſerved, between two reefs 
a large opening, which ſeemed likely to afford us 


an entrance to an anchoring place near the ſhore. 


But unfortunately the day was too far gone, and 


E the ſea too much agitated, to allow us to ſend a 
| boat to ſound this entrance. We regretted much 
that we were precluded from enjoying the calm 


which prevailed behind this rampart, againſt 


which the waves made unavailing efforts. 


Hills, almoſt wholly denuded of vegetation, 


roſe like an amphitheatre towards the principal 
chain of mountains, which appeared to be, at leaſt, 


nine hundred toiſes ! in perpendicular height, and | 


their direction ſtill towards the north-weſt. We 
2 id | there 
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there found three ranges of mountains of different 
degrees of elevation, and we obſerved hollows, ap- 
parently formed by the fall of the rains, and which 
were continued to the ſummits of the moſt arid 
mountains. 
Behind thoſe high mountains, we ſaw perhaps 
20, o00 toiſes within the land, which towered 
above all the reſt, and appeared to be, at leaſt, 
1,200 toiſes in perpendicular elevation. 
From the middle of one of thoſe ravines, or 
hollows, iſſued a torrent which we diſtinguiſhed 
perfectly by the whiteneſs of its foaming waters; 
although we were very diſtant from it. 5 
The cold on thoſe heights, undoubtedly render 
it neceſſary for the natives to warm themſelves, 
We ſaw many large fires, which they had kindled, 
while we beat about the offing in the night. 
224d. On account of the faintneſs of the breeze, 
we could not make the reefs till noon, when we 
found ourſelves in 21* 51” ſouth lat. and 163"s 
_ eaſt long. We ſteered along the rects till night, 
without finding the leaſt opening. 

New Caledonia preſents a more charming ap- 
pearance than the old country of that name: 
for we ſaw ſome trees growing in the bottoms 0! 
the ravincs with which thoſe hills are furrowed. 

A fire kindled on ſhore, indicated that thoſc 
arid ten of land are not wholly deſtitute of in- 
habitants. 
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habitants. It was not long before we ſaw ſome f 
ehem 5 | * 
The wind having varied "HER? the north enn to x 
the north and north-weſt, we brought to, about 'f 
ten at night. This was not, perhaps, the moſt 1 
prudent manceuvre in our ſituation ; for when 9 
danger is near, we ſhould always be prepared to i 
avoid it, It would certainly have been preferable l 
to have kept tacking,, in order that we might be 1 


able to manceuvre conveniently, in caſe any 
troubleſome incidents had occurred. 


23d. We were baffled by the winds all night, 


and at noon, were only in lat. 21* 37” 8., and 

long. 102 / E. | 
We ſaw ſome mountains which were covered * 

with trees to the ſummits. 4 
The fires which we obſerved near the ſhore, 3 in- 1 

dicated a great concourſe of ſavages. They were : | 

probably brought together by the appearance of < 

our ſhip, which was detained by contrary winds, þ 


almoſt in the ſame place. 


About three o'clock, being about the diftance : 

| of 35,000 toiſes from the land, we obſcrved, near i 
4 the beach, a group of twelve Caledonians, whoſe | [ 
looks were directed towards us, and who ſeemed } 
to be aſtoniſhed at ſecing our ſhip, at ſo ſmall a þ 
diſtance from their iſland, | i 
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Three natives who formed another group, ſtood 
very near two fires, which they had kindled. 

By the help of a good ſpy-glaſs, we ſaw that 
they were entirely naked. They did not ſeem 
inclined to come off to us in their” canoes, Be- 
fides, the reefs rendered it impoſſible for them to 


reach our ſhip. 


24th. A ſtrong breeze at ſouth- weſt obliged 
us to tack ; and we found ourſelves almoſt at the 
fame place as on the preceding day. The land 
was covered with a fog, which had always accom- 
panied ſouth-weſt winds. 

We found the ſhip to be in 21® 40/ of ſouth 
latitude, and 162 4O/ of eaſt longitude, when we 


thought we ſaw between the reefs an opening 
which might afford us a paſſage ; but how could 
we aſcertain that fac, when the wind was blow- 


ing ſo ſtrong a gale ? 
25th. As ſoon as the wind ſhifted to the ſouth, 


the fog was entirely diſhpated. The winds which 


brought the cold into thoſe latitudes, forced the 
air, when the ſun was withdrawn, to part with 
the redundant water, which it had held in ſolu- 
tion during the day. Hence ſome large drops of 
very cold water then fell, at a great diſtance from 
cach other. 
For the two laſt days, we had made no con- 
ſiderable 
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The high mountains, which we 
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ſiderable advances, in exploring the coaſt, where 
we had ſcen many tires, kindled perhaps by the 


ſame natives as on the preceding days. 
26th, 27th, 28th. We had alſo to ſtruggle with 


contrary winds, during the two ſuccecding days; 


but, on the 28th, a freſh breeze at outh alt, 
favoured our views in ſtretching along the coaſt. 
had hitherto 


ſeen, were exchanged for ſome of a much lower 


elevation, and at laſt we thought we had reached 
the end of the chain; but farther on, they re- 
ſumed nearly the ſame height, and we ſaw the 
northern extremity of the iſland, formed of lofty 
mountains, which, at that diſtance, did not ap- 
pear to differ from thoſe which we had obſery d 


on the preceding days. | 
At noon, our latitude was 200 28 ſouth, and 
our longitude 161 29“ caſt, and we were not 


backward in obſerving, that near the extremity 


of the iſland, the chain of reefs was interrupted, 
and preſented a large opening, which ſeemed 
likely to afford us an anchoring place ; but the 
wind blew too ſtrong to allow us to put out a 
boat, in order to take the ſoundings in this ope- 
ning. We lay to all night, in hopes that the 
weather would be more favourable the next day. 

In the direction of the land of New Caledonia, 


we 
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we obſerved ſeveral iſlands ſurrounded with reefs, 
i thoals. 


us fall off fo nick, that we loſt fight of the 


Its mean breadth 1s not more than feven or eight 
| leagues. Captain Cook, who diſcovered it in 


was an important object in navigation. The 


adverſe to us, in exploring it. 


1792. 
and connected together by _ banks and other 
29th. During the night, the wind had mad. 


northern extremity of New Caledonia, which we 
found to be in 19 58” ſouth latitude, and 164* 
107 eaſt longitude. That iſland preſents a chain 
of mountains, extending about eighty nautical 
leagues, from the ſouth-eaſt to the north- welt, 


1772, ouly ſaw the north-eaſt part of 1t. The 
examination of the ſouth-weſt coaſt of the iſland 


reefs by which it is bordered, are generally from 
25 to 30,000 toiſes diſtant from the land, and to- 
wards their extremities this diſtance is greater, 
but they are not ſo broad. That coaſt, extremely 
dangerous at all times, is rendered ſtill more fo by 
the ſouth-weſt winds, which were remarkably 


The ſmall number of fires which we obſerved, 
and the apparent ſterility of the land, gave me 
good reaſon to believe that the ſtand was but 
thinly inhabited. 


We did not ſee a ſingle c canoe, although the" 
might 
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might have been managed with facility, under 


the ſhelter of the reets, where the ſea is extremely 
tranquil. | 

About ſeven o clock in the morning, we came 
in ſight of many mountainous iſlands and detached 


rocks, ſtretching from N. N. E. to E. N. E. and 


wluüch render this extremity of New Caledonia 


ſtill more dangerous than the fouthern part. 
Some of thoſe iflands are ſeveral hundred toiſes 


in extent. The points of a great number of black 


rocks were elevated above the water, Thott 

rocks, ſurrounded by water lightly avitated, ſeem- 
ed themſelves to be in motion, and, at firit fi; ht, 
we took them for canoes, float; ing on the ſurtace. 
We ſoon diſcovered that thoſe tte lands were 


numerous; ſor they extended as far as we could 


3 


ſce from the maſt head. They arc pole with 
reefs, amidſt which the ſea aſſumes the colour of 
the reddiſh ſand which compoſes its bottom. 
We had a near view of them ; for, about eleven 
o clock, we were but about 1,500 toiſes to the 
ſouthward of one of thoſe little iſlands, when 
we obſerved reefs extending from its weſtern 


point, in the direction of W. N. W. as far as the 


eye could reach. 
At the place, where we found our latitude as 
noon to be 207 6“ 4“ ſouth, our longitude being 
| 101% 
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161 10/ 30” eaſt, we had on the eaſt 220 north, 


a little iſland, diſtant 1,000 toiſes. 


Another iſland bore from us north 80 degrees 
welt, at the diſtance of about 8,000 toiſes. Thoſe 
two iſlands were connected together by rect. 

We faw other lands, bearing north 280 caſt, 

A fire, on the little iſland neareſt us, not ſar 
from a rivulet deſcending from a mountain, in- 
dicated that thoſe little ſpots of land were fre- 
quented by the natives. 

The ſtrong guſts of wind which 1 in the 
night, would have greatly embarraſſed us in any 
other ſituation ; but, under ſhelter of the iſlands 
and reefs, 1t was eaſy for us to beat about during 
the night. 

June 30. Some little iſlands towards the eaſt, 
ſeemed to terminate this little archipelago. Ther 
elevation gradually diminiſhed, in proportion to 
their diſtance from New Caledonia. They ſeem- 


ed indeed to be only a continuation of the moun- 
© tains of that large iſland; their baſes being c0- 


vered by the ſea, and their ſummits riſing above 
it, and forming ſo many little iſlands. The gra- 
dual diminution of the height of thoſe mountains, 


makes it reaſonable to ſuppoſe that in thoſe Jeas, 


ſhoals extending to a great diſtance, contribute te 


augment the dangers of navigation. In the {- 
que, 
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quel, we ſhall ſee that this ſuppoſition 1s by no 
means deſtitute of foundation. 


4 


We directed our courſe to the north- well, very 


near the reefs, which precluded our r accels to the 
little iſlands. 


Eſperance, that in caſe of ſeparation, the two 
| ſhips ſhould rendezvous at port Pralin or Carterct 
| harbour. 


and our longitude 160 30 12” caſt; the moſt 
northerly of the little iſlands bearing caſt, at the 
diſtance of 8,000 toiſes. 


tended as far as the eye could reach, towards 


taking a weſterly direction. With the wind at 
I E. S. E. it was eaſy for us to follow all the wind- 
4 ' ings of thoſe reefs. In the afternoon, we ſteered 
parallel to them for nearly 20,000 toiſcs and 
then thought that we taw their extremity. We 
were already felicitating ourſelves with having 
terminated this dangerous and troubleſome navi- 
zation, and entering into an open ſea, when the 
watch announced ſhoals and a ſucceſſion of reets, 
in the direction of N. N. W. It was now too late 


we worked to windward during the night. 
A booby 


The Commander nfbiined the captain of the 
Our latitude at noon was 19287 10” ſouth, 


We came in fight of a chain of reefs, which ex- 


VN. W. 2 N. in ſome places forming bights, by 
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A booby, of the ſpecies pelecanus varins, allowed 
itſelf to be caught about ſun-ſet. It differed from 
the ordinary ſpecies, by having a lighter colour. 
This bird came, without diſtruſt, and fat down 
on the. round top, beſide one of the failors. The 
ſpecies is remarkable for being but little afraid of 
man : they will even frequently light on one's. 
arm, when preſented to them. Their ſenſe of 
| ſmelling muſt not be very ſubtile; for their noſ- 
trils conſiſt of but two ſlight chinks in the upper 
mandible, which is moveable like that of the 
parrot. Hom . 
Jour iſt. We now believed that we had com- 
pleated the ſurvey of this frightful chain of reefs, 
which obſtructs the ſea for near 100 marine 
leagnes from the S. E. to the N. W.; and we 
were 10,000 toiſes to the northward of them, 
about noon, when we found ourſelves in 18" 50' 
of ſouth latitude, and 1609 32” of eaſt longitude. 
We next ſteered towards the N. N. E. in or- 
der to aſcertain whether or not thoſe rects ex- 
tended to the north-eaſt, 
One of the crew, called Moulin, about two 
o'clock in the afternoon, diſcovered to the north. 
Ward, at the diſtance of 10,000 toiſes, a lite 
low iſland covered with very tufted trees, and bo- 
dered towards its weſtern ſide, with reefs, extend- 
ing towards W. N. W. This iſland, Which 


not 
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not above 2,500 toiſes in circumference, is ſituated 
in 18? 31” 10” of ſouth latitude, and in 160? 32 
14” of eaſt longitude. 

Agreeable to the promiſe of the Gn this 
illand was called Moulin's Iſland, after the man 
who firſt obſerved it. N 

About four o clock two other little iflands 
were de ſeried towards N. W. 3 N. diſtant about 
3,000 toiſes. As it was impoſſible for us to paſs 

thoſe lands before night, at five © clock we di- 
rected our courſe to the S. S. E. and we erb. the 
ſhip's head that way till the morning. | 

We were ſurrounded during the night with 
flocks of birds, which inhabited thoſe low iſlands. 
Notwithſtanding the darkneſs, the man-of-war 
birds came and hovered over our ſhip, and ſeveral 
boobies alighted upon our yards, | 

2d. The Commander had intended to anchor 
under the ſhelter of Moulin's Iſland; but we 
found ourſelyes carried above 5,000 toiſes to lee- 
ward, and it would have been extremely difficult 
to work up to windward againſt both wind and 
current. We therefore ſteered N. N. E. and it 
was not long till we obſerved, towards the north, 
breakers not far from the two little iſlands, which 
we had obſerved the preceding day. We ſteered 


parallel to them, at the diſtance of about 1,000 
Vol. I. R 


toiſes 
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= toiſes and in their direction, which was towards 
{| the north-weſt. 
| From the point where we obſerved our latitude 
| at noon, which was 182 7” 46 ſouth, our lon- 
= gaittude being 166* 32/ eaſt, we ſaw the neareſt 
| | reefs, at the diſtance of near 10,000 toiſes to the 
eaſtward: We continued to ſteer Rong them, in 
the direction of N. W. 1 N. 
About à quarter * one o'clock, we diſco- 
vered, at the diſtance of nearly 8,000 toiſes to- 
wards the eaſt, a low and very woody land, which 
appeared to us to be at the leaſt 8,000 toiſes in 
circumference ; and it was ſurrounded with rocks 
almoſt level with the water. Having the wind 
againſt us, we ſteered very near it: the breakers 
extended towards the north-eaſt to the eſtimated 
diſtance of about 8,000 toiſes, and in the midſt 
of thoſe rech, we ſaw black pointed rocks, ſimilar 
to thofe which we had obſerved before. 
This new ifland is in latitude 1837 ſouth, and 
in longitude 160 317 eaſt. _ 
We ſteered towards the north, and about four 
in the afternoon, we had the laſt of thoſe rocks 
to the eaſtward of us, at the eſtimated diſtance of 
8,000 toiſes. There thoſe reefs ſeemed to termi 
nate; appearing to extend towards the caſt, and 


then towards the ſouth. Their northern extre· 
mity 
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mity is in 17 54“ of ſouth latitude, and 160 30“ 
of caſt longitude, and about ten leagues to the 
north of Moulin's Ifland. 


It was eaſy for us to perceive, by the force of 


the waves, that we were diſengaged from the 
reels. 
A great number of tropical birds; boobies and 
man-of-war birds, quitting their retreats in the 
different little iſlands, came and played in airy 


circles about the ſhip, almoſt the whole day. We 


ſxw the trunks of ſeveral cocoa-nut trees floating, 
which had been torn by the waves from the place 


of their growth. 


About ſix in the evening, the lead indicated 


flifty- eight fathoms depth of water, with a bottom 


of fine ſand, our latitude having then been 17˙317 


ſouth, and our longitude, 160 187 caſt. We re- 


mained an hour upon that bank, where we hove 
the lead ſeveral times, and had from fifty to ſixty- 

ix fathoms in depth. 
Thus we completed the diſcoyery of a dread- 
ful chain of reefs, ſo much the more dangerous 
towards the north, as they are wholly out of ſight 
of land. Although they appeared to us inter- 
rupted, to the northward of New Caledonia, it is 
probable, notwithſtanding what we obſerved, that 

they are re-united farther to the ealtward. 
Thoſe reefs, are well known to be the work of 
R 2 pol „pi; 
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polypi; and the danger attending them is the 
more to be dreaded, as they form ſteep rocks co- 
vered by the water, arid which can only be per- | 
ceived at a ſmall diſtance. If a calm take place, 
and a ſhip be carried towards them by the cur- 
rents, her loſs is almoſt inevitable. Vain would 
be the attempt to ſave her by the anchor, for it 
would not reach the bottom, even cloſe to thoſe 
walls of coral, which riſe perpendicularly from 
the depths of the ſea, Theſe works of the poly- 
pus, which, by continually increaſing, obſtruct 
more and more the bed of the ocean, may well 
be ſuppoſed dreadful to navigators ; and many 
ſhoals which now allow a veſſel to paſs over 
them, will, at no very diſtant period, be convert- 
ed into reefs extremely dangerous to ſhips. 

DD The compaſs experienced but little variation, 
while we were cruizing along this immenſe chain 
of rocks; for at their ſouthern extremity, it was 
obſerved, to be 11” caſterly, and it was diminiſhed 
only two degrees, when we had reached their 
northern extremity. 

3d. The next day we ERS N. N. W.; but 
we ſaw no more breakers. 5 

7th. At half paſt nine P. M. the moon being 
elevated about 15 above the caſtern part of the 
horizon, we obſerved, in the weſt, a lunar rain- 


bow. It differed i in nothing from the ſolar rain- 
bow, 
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bow, except that its colours were not ſo vivid. 
This phoenomenon is much leſs frequent than 
might naturally be expected. by FR 

The allowance of water was very ſmall, which 
was a prodigious hardſhip in latitudes ſo near the 
Line; and we had not the means of procuring 
more; although we were provided with Doctor 
Peiner s apparatus for diſtilling ſea-water. 
This contrivance was of no uſe to us, as 1t re- 
quired much more fuel than we could ſpare; tor 
when water 1s {carce on board ſhip, wood is never 
abundant, ; 
About ten o'clock A. M. we deſcried the Ar- 
| facides, which we made near Cape Nepean. 
Thoſe lands, diſcovered in 1707, by Captain Sur- 
ville, in the ſervice of the former French Eaſt 
India Company, were ſince ſeen by Shortland, 
who, thinking he had made a new Aare 
gave them the name of New Georgia. 

Our latitude at noon was 80 527 ſouth, and our 
longitude 1549 38” eaſt. The neareſt land then 
bore E. Z N. E. diſtant 15,000 toiſes. | 

9th. An half paſt four © *clock, we deſcried the 
rock called Eddy-ſtone, bearing north-weſt, diſ- 
tant about 8,000 toiſes. At a diſtance, we took 
it, as Shortland did, for a veſſel under fail. The 
leception was the greater, as the. colour of it 18 


. nearly 
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nearly that of the fails of ſhips; but ſome ſhrubs. 

adorned its upper part. 

The lands of the Arſacides oppalibe to this 
rock, are ſteep and covered with large trees to 
their ſummits. 

Several fires kindled on the mountains, indi- 
cated the preſence of the ſavages. 
Our obſervations aſcertained the ſituation of 
Cape Nepean, to be 8 S. lat. and 154 50 24 
E. long. 

The Eddy-ſtone rock is in 82 S. lat. and 13 
5“ E. long. and conſequently more to the eaſt- 
ws of Cape Nepean than Shortland alledges. 

We lay to from two o'clock in the morning 
till day-light. 

10th. Early in the wong, we ſaw the Trea- 
ſury Iſlands, bearing N. W. 4 N. diſtant 20, 000 
toiſes. They are ſituated 20 leagues to the north. 
weſt of the Eddy- ſtone. 

About noon, we were diſtant about 2,500 toiſcs 
from the weſtern point of the largeſt, and moſt 
weſterly iſland of that little group. It is in? 
257 30" S. lat. and 152 56“ 34” E. longitude. 

Thoſe iſlands are five or fix in number, and ſo 
near together, that at a diſtance, they appear to 
form but one iſland, as was believed by General 


Bougainville, who ſaw them to the weſtward, 
when 
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when paſſing through the channel to which he 
gare his name. The Eſperance only diſtinguiſhed 
cvs iflands : we ſaw five diſtinctly, and, had 
we been nearer, we ſhould probably have ſeen 


more. The mountains which form thoſe iſlands, 
are of a moderate elevation, and almoſt every 


where covered with large trees. The little group 
occupies a ſpace about ten leagues in circuit ; 
the eaſt and weſt points being extended into 
ſhoals. 


After having failed round them, we ſteered N. 


N. E. in order to view the caſtern part of the 


iſland of Bougainville. About five o clock P. M. 


ve were near its ſouthern extremity, where we 


eſpied a group of ten little iſlands, the largeſt 
of which extends from eaſt to weſt. Being co- 
vered with large ſpreading trees, interſperſed with 
palms, thoſe iſlands preſented an enchanting proſ- 
pet. Very near their ſouthern fide, we obſerved 
among them ſome breakers, which rendered it 
dangerous to. approach them. 

Two canoes, in which we diſtinguiſhed : a num- 


ber of natives, were under fail, and ſeemed to 


| ſteer towards us; but they paſſed behind the little 


land neareſt us, and their rapid motion ſoon car- 


ried them out of our ſight. On the beach of 


the fame little iſland, we ſaw a company of ten 
natives, near a canoe, which lay upon the ſand, 
| and 
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and which they did not attempt to launch, in 
order to viſit us. As night approached, it was 

neceſſary for us to go about, in order to get into 
the offing. | 

11th. A violent rain ae 0 us during the 

night, and was ſucceeded by a thick tog, which 
enveloped the land, and did not permit us to ap. 
proach 1t, till ſome hours after ſun-riſe. 

Some reefs, level with the water, and extend- 
ing for ſome hundred toiſes, appeared about cle- 
| ven o'clock, at the diſtance of 15,000 toiſes from 
the ſhore, which they warned us not to approach, 

We faw the ſummits of the high mountains 
| of Bougainville iſland piercing the clouds. 
| The land was again inveſted with a fog, and 
| we were obliged to wait till the 13th before we 
could purſue our examination of the coaſt. 

13th. We enjoyed the beautitul proſpect of the 
high mountains gently falling into extenſive plains, 
where however we obſerved no trace of cultiva- 


tion. The whole ſcene was covercd with trecs, 
even to the higheſt elevations, which appcarec 
to be at leaſt twelve hundred toiſes in perpen- 
dicular height, and to be diſtant above twenty) 
thouſand toiſes from the ſhore. 
Fires upon the hills announced the Te of 
| the natives. 
| About halt-paſt eleven 0 1 8 we thought 
ourſelves 


JoLy.] OF LA PEROUs E. 265 


ourſelves in the greateſt ſecurity, whe: we found 
the ſhip in ſhoal water, which the watch had not 
perceived. It was ſo ſhallow, that we could 
caſily diſtinguiſh the fiſhes upon the rocks, ſome 
points of which, higher than others, put us in 
dread of ſhipwreck every inſtant. 

We were then in 42 fathoms of water, and 
the boat, which immediately began to ſound dif- 
ferent parts of the ſhoal, found only 3 fathoms at 


one of its extremities. The whole bottom was 


coral. | 
Thus we were involved in the moſt imminent 
dangers, being ſurrounded on all ſides with ſhoals, 


which threatened us with the immediate deſtruc- 


tion of the ſhip. 
Boats were diſpatched, to ſound the water ov er 


the rocks, on cach ſide of us. The leaſt depth 


they diſcovered was 3 fathoms; ſo that, a ſlight 


agitation of the ſea in that place, might have made 
us touch the bottom, and loſe the ſhip. 
Thoſe rocks, like the reefs of New Caledonia, 


are the work of polypi; like thoſe reets they are 
built perpendicularly, and quite cloſe to them, no 
bottom can be found with one hundred fathoms 
of line. They riſe, like ſo many columns, from 


the bottom of the ſea, and their progreſſive aug- 
mentation daily increaſes the danger of navigat- 
Ing thoſe parts of the ocean. 
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At noon our lat. was 0 13' 11'S. and our long. 
152 770 51” E. We brought 50 and m 
there till two o'clock. 
| Several trunks of trees floated alongſide. On 
one of thoſe which the boats brought, we obſerved 
a very old notch, which ſhewed that the inhabi- 
tants of the neighbouring land are in poſſeſſion 
of inſtruments which cut very clean. Perhaps 
they ſtill retain ſome of the axes, which General 
Bougainville gave them. 

We drove inſenſibly towards a ſhoal ; but we 
faw itin good time and avoided it. 
Though the watches were ordered to redouble 
their attention, we found ourſety es about half 


paſt three upon another ſhoa], which it was ne⸗ 1 
ceſſary for us to clear like the firſt, at the riſk of f 
ſeeing the veſſel drive againſt the rocks. There 1 
was the ſame depth of water as before. The f 
furge was rendered very ſtrong by this bank of t 
coral. 

Our poſition was the more 8 as night t 
v 


approached, and thoſe ſhoals being at ſome diſ- 
tance from the coaſt, gave us reaſon to apprehend 
that we ſhould meet with others ſtill farther off. 
How were we to avoid them, during the darknels 
of the night? We muſt truſt to chance the ſe- 
curity of our ſhip. We brought to, till day 
light, the ſhip's head to the ſouth- welt, and | 


We 


Joy.) OF LA PEROUSE. 267 
10 frequently ſounded without finding any bot 


tom 
14th. The Eſperance, about thees o'clock in the 


morning, made ſignals, which produced a lively 


ſenſation on board of our ſhip. We believed 


that they indicated ſome danger; but they were 
merely intended to give us notice that ſhe had 


ſoundings, in forty-two fathoms. We ſtood off a 


little from the land, and at day-light ſteered cloſe 
along ſhore. The chain of mountains then began 
to ſubſide. 

Some little ilands, detached from Bougainville 
land, were connected together by reefs, on 
which we ſaw the waves beating. But theſe were 
not the only dangers on that coaſt: ſunken rocks 


formed ſhoals, which followed the ſame direction. 


Thoſe coral banks were doubtleſs covered with 
fiſh ; for we ſaw many ſea- birds hovering over 
them in queſt of their prey. 


A canoe, manned by ſix natives, was behind 


the little iſlands the neareſt to our ſhip; but, as 
we were making great way, we very ſoon paſſed 
them. 

That part of ann land which was 
now in ſight, ſeemed to be much more populous 
than what we had hitherto ſeen. The fine plan- 
tations of cocga-nut trees which bordered the 
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coaſt, left us no room to doubt-that the popula- 


tion was very conſiderable. 
At noon, in latitude 5? 43” 120 fouth and 

longitude 15273“ 26“ eaſt, we faw Bougainville 

Ifand, forming, with the little adjoining iſlands, 


a bay not leſs than 15,000 toiſes 1 in extent. The 


General intended to anchor there; but ſhoals ob- 
ſerved in different points of its entrance, and a 
ſand-bank near its farther extremity, made him 


change his reſolution. 


Bougainville Ifland terminates in very low 


lands, and we ſoon had fight of the narrow chan- 
nel which ſeparates it from Bouka Iſland. 
After ſtanding off, we lay to all night. 


The heat of the day had accumulated the ma- 

terials of thunder above the high mountains. 
Frequent flaſhes of lightning diſcovered to us their 
ſummits, and the thunder rattled with a tremen- 


dous noiſe. 

During the night the current had carried us 
more than tw cnty minutes towards the north. 
At ſix in the morning we were 5,000 toiſes to the 


northward of Bouka Ifland. The vaſt planta- 


tions of cocoa-nut trees which adorned its ſhores, 
indicated a numerous population, 


A canoe, with nine natives on board, put off, 


and ſteered towards us. We immediately hovc 


to 


=: 


. 
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to in order to receive them; but they ſtopped 


within three hundred toiſes of the ſhip, and 


ſhowing us their iſland, made ſigns to invite us 
on ſhore. There were but ſeven paddlers in the 


canoe; two other natives ſeemed wholly occupied 
in baling out the water, which beat over the fides 


of the canoe, and in obſerving our movements. 


A native put off alone from the beach, on a 


 catimarran, and paddling with the greatelt cele- 
rity, came and joined the canoe, which kept al- 
ways to the windward of us. Though a very 
old man, he appeared to be {till very robuſt. At- 
ter having viewed us for ſome minutes, he plied 
| towards the iſland, as rapidly as he had come off. 


He appeared to be a meſſenger diſpatched by the 


inhabitants, to make his obſervations, and to re- 
| port to them what he had ſeen. 1 
The canoe left us, and proceeded towards the 


Eſperance, another very large one having been 


already alongſide of her. 

We ſaw at ſome diſtance a ſmall canoe, man- 
ned by five natives, who came a-ſtern of our 
thip, and kept at the diſtance of about 500 tolſes, 


notwithſtanding all our Invitations to them to 


come on board. 
In hopes of alluring thoſe ſavages, we let down 
into the water a plank, with ſome knives and nails 


upon it, and a bit of ſcarlet ſtuff by way of a 


flag, 
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flag, tied to a ſtick placed upright in its centre. 
They did not, however, ſeize upon thoſe objects, 
till we cut the ſtring which kept it nearer to the 
ſhip than they choſe to venture. The ſight of 
the bit of ſtuff diffuſed among them the moſt 
lively joy: they ſhowed us that they had accepted 
of our preſent, and carneſtly defired more of the 

_ ſame ſort. 5 85 

At laſt, by throwing them handkerchiefs, bits 
of red ſtuff, and empty bottles, we ſucceeded m 
bringing them alongſide. One of the bottles | 
having taken in ſome ſea-water, the ſavage who | 
took it up, thinking perhaps that we had ſent 
him ſomething good to drink, was diſagrecably 
miſtaken on taſting the contrary, and we re- 
gretted that we had not given him timely notice 
of the circumſtance. 

Thoſe natives were acquainted with the me- 
thod of barter, and took much pains to ſhew us 
the price of their goods. 

We received a very fine bow and ſome arrows, 
in exchange for a few handkerchiefs, which we 
let down to them by a rope. As they did not 
_ obſerve that we poſſeſſed this kind of weapon, 
they endeavoured to make us ſenſible of its value, 
by ſhowing us its uſe. 

One of the gunners went for his fiddle, and 


pays them Tome tunes; and WC had the 1 
urs 
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{are to ſee that they were not inſenſible to muſic. 
They offered us a number of things in exchange 
for the inſtrument, making ſigns for it, by imi- 
tating the motions of the fiddler upon a paddle. 
But they ſoon found that their ſolicitations were 

fruitleſs. It was the only fiddte by which the 
| ſhip's company danced ; and we had too long a 
voyage before us, to think of parting with the in- 
ſtrument, Which procured us an exerciſe ſo falu- 
tary to ſeamen. 

We had ſo loaded them with vu; that 
they ſoon began to make difficulties in giving, 
their commodities in exchange for ours, to pro- 
cure which they had recourſe to unfair arts. The 
Commander had agreed to give them ſome hand- 
kerchiefs ſtriped with red, their favourite colour, 
for a bow, and truſting too much to their good 
faith, had delivered them the handkerchiefs: 
but inſtead of the bow, they would only 8 
ſome arrows, which were refuſed. 

Thoſe natives ſeemed to have a great pro- 
penſity to gaiety. They ſeemed to take pleaſure 
in repeating the words which they heard us pro- 
| nounce ; and the ſweetneſs of their language en- 
abled them eaſily to ſucceed in the imitation. 

They were paſſionately fond of muſic, and 
particularly of the moſt briſł and noiſy tunes. 
One of the officers, who was a good performer, 
played 


— ——— — 
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played a very lively tune. They liſtened with 


very great attention; aſtoniſhment was viſible 


in their features; they could not conceal the 


pleaſure they felt; but, by different motions of 
their arms, which kept exact time with the mea- 


ſure, and a great agitation of the whole body, 

they gave unequivocal proofs of their ſentibility, 
They did not loſe fight of the defire which 

the Commander had expreſſed for a bow. One 


of them promiſed him a bow in exchange for a 


hat; but when he got poſſeſſion of the hat, he 


retuſed to ſurrender the bow. 


- Moſt of the things which we gave them werc 


tied to the end of a line, which they were not at 


the pains to looſe; for they carried in their gir- 


dles, ihells which were ſufficiently ſharp t to cut 


it at once. 


As we had good e to diſtruſt their pro- 


miſes, a man went down by a rope ladder a- 
ſtern, with a view to exchange a bit of red {tuff 
tor a bow, when we perceived that the current 
had carried us to the north-weſt, and that we 
were already too near the ſhore. As a calm pre- 
vented us from ſteering the ſhip, we were obliged 


to put out a boat in order to tow her off, The 
ſavages thinking, no doubt, that we intended to 


purſue them, in order to puniſh them for their 
diſhoneſty, retreated peocipizately towards the 


i{[and. 
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land. Out of gratitude, perhaps, for the pa- 
tience with which we allowed them to cheat us, 
they committed no ſuch act of treachery as Ge- 
neral Bougainville, in his voyage round the world, 
had experienced at their hands. 


Four canoes were, all this while, dealing with 


the Eſperance. One of them was manned by 
natives, of whom ſixteen were paddlers, and the 
reſt warriors. 5 . 

We learned from the people on board the 
Eſperance, that this war-canoe had long kept at 
a diſtance ; but ventured to come alongſide, on 
ſeeing the different articles which their country- 
men in the little canoes had procured. 


The order with which the ſavages were ſta- 
tioned in the great canoe, indicated a kind of 
naval tactics. A warrior, armed with a bow and 


arrows, ſtood between every two paddlers on each 
fide, and intermediate parties of two or three 


warriors ſtood with their faces towards the ſtern 


of the canoe, in order to obſerve the movements 


in that direction, and to fight while retreating. 


Thoſe warriors ſhowed no hoſtile diſpoſition ; 


they ſeemed very fond of the wine and brandy | 


which was given to them, but did not eat bacon, 
without a degree of repugnance. 


Thoſe ſavages had excellent teeth, and found 
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no difficulty in maſticating the hardeſt b;Gye. 
which were offered to them. 

Could thoſe natives have had any communicq. 
tion with the Englith and the Spaniards ? One of | 
them, on ſhowing us an arrow, which he Was 
going to tie to the end of once of our ſtrings to 
convey it on board, pronounced, very dittindtly, 


the Engliſh word arrow. Another, ſhowing us 


the land, and inviting us to it, made uſe of the 
Spaniſh word er "a; HER 

We learned from the Eſperance, that ſevera] 
of them pronounced the word Bouka, the name 


which General Bougainville gave to their iſland. 
This word, which in the Malayan language is the 
expreſſion of ne egation, and which, when the fit 


fvilable is pronounced long, ſignitßes 79 fen, 
doubtleſs ſeems to indicate ſore analogy with the 
Malavan : from which, however, it differs ſo 
much, that one of the ſhip's company, h poke 
the language fluently, could not underſtand tho, 
natives. . 

The value Which they ſcemed to affix to nat, 
and the other articles of hardware which we 
gave them, ſhowed that they Were xcquainted 
with the uſe of iron. 

The colour of their ſbins is blackiſh. Then 


arc of a middling ſtature ; and being naked, tic: 
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qiſtinctly marked muſcles indicated great ſtrength. 


Their figure though not very agreeable, is ex- 


tremely expreflive. Their heads are very big; 


their foreheads broad, like the reſt of their faces, 


which are very flat, eſpecially under the noſe ; 
their chins large and prominent ; their cheeks 
full, their noſes flat, their mouths very large, and 
their lips very thin. 


The betel, which gives a bloody tint to their 


arge modths. adds to the uglineſs of their appear- 


411CC, 


Their ears are loaded with large rings made 


of ſhells, the weight of which contributed to the 


arge ſize of thoſe organs. Some had red and 
white ſtreaks traced upon their bodies; and we 
obſerved one whoſe hair and noſe were ſprinkled 


with a red earth, which appeared to be ochre. 


Some had bracelets formed of a fibres of the 


cocoa-nut huſk. 


Their hair was curled, thick and bulky, like 


that of many papows, whom we atterwards met 


with. 

They are in the practice of plucking the hair 
irom every part of the body. There was but one 
ſeen, on board the Eſperance, who allowed his 
beard to grow. 

All of them had their loins girded with a cord, 
which went ſeveral times about the body, and 
9 2 ſeemed 
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ſeemed only deſigned as a point of ſupport, to in- 


creale the muſcular ſtrength of thoſe parts. One 


of them, probably with a ſimilar view, had hi. 


left arm tied in three different places, over the 

| biceps muſcle; ſome flat bits of wood, on thc 
outiide of the arm, e the ſtrain of the 
cord. I 


Thoſe ſavages appeared to handle the boy 
with much addreſs. One of them brought on 
board the Eſperance, a booby, which he had 
brought down with an arrow; and the fata 
wound was ſeen in the belly of the bird. 

The induſtry of thoſe iſlanders ſeemed to be 
particularly directed to the fabrication of their 
arms, which were formed with great care. We 
admired the 1kill with which they had coated 
their bow-ſtrings with a reſinous ſubſtance, which | 


gave them, at firſt fight, the appearance of cit. 


gut. The middle of the ſtring was done round 
with bark, in order to ſave it from wear, by | 
giving the impulſe to the arrow. The inferior 
part of the arrows was very light, being formed 


of the ſtalk of the faccharum ſpoutaneum ; and the 


other part conſiſted of very hard wood, well 
pointed. The j joining is ingeruoully faſtened with 


about thirty turns of bark, as 1s alſo the part of 
the arrow which bears upon the ſtring, to give 


it the greater ſolidity. 
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Their canoes, formed of ſeveral planks, inge- 
| niouſly joined together, are of a ſhape at once 
elegant, and adapted for a quick motion. See 
Plate XLIII. 

At the approach of night, a current ſetting to 

the N. N. W. communicated to the tide a rip- 
pling motion, ſo like the effect of a ſhoal, that it 
might have deceived the moſt experienced eye. 
The boat was ſent to ſound, but no bottom was 
ſound with twenty- ſix fathoms of line. f 

During the night, violent thunder claps difli- 
pated the thick clouds which enveloped the ſum- 
mits of the mountains, while we ſteered S. S. W. 
in order, if poſſible, to ſtem the current. 

We had now explored the weſtern coaſt of thoſe 
two lands, as General Bougainville had their 
eaſtern parts, when he firſt diſcovered them. 

The moſt caſterly, which is at the ſame time 
tne moſt ſoutherly, point of Bougainville {iland, 
is in latitude 7® + 50” 8. and | in longitude 1 1538 
18' 34” E. 

The northern point, called Point Laverdy, is 
in 5 347 S. lat. and in 152317 E. long. 

The coral banks, which we diſcovered off Bou- 
gunville Hand, are ſituated in 6117 8. lat., and 
1522“ E. long. 

The north point of the iſland of Bouka, is in 
0 5' 30" S. lat. and 152 of E. long. 5 

| 8 738 | The 


978. VOYAGE IN SEARCH 1792 


The caſterly variation of the compaſs dimini9.. 
ed till it came to. 7% 300. 

The currents along the coaſt, carried us con- 

ſtantly from 8” to 10 to the north-weſt every dar 


The thermometer did not rife above 229, 2. 


though we were 1o near the Equator. 
16th. At ſun-riſe we had fight of a flat ys 


to which Carteret has given the name of 8. 
Charles Hardy, ſtretching from north 15“ eaſt, h 
north 22 300% caſt; diſtant about 15,000 toiſe- 
It is fituated 25,000 toiſes N. N. W. of the iffan' 


of Bouka. 


About one in the atternoon, we came in fight 


of Cape Saint George, on the ſouth-caſt of New 


Ireland, bearing W. N. W., diſtant about 20,000 
toiſes. It was found to be in 49 54 30" 8. lat. 
and 1502 39“ E. longitude. | 
We worked to windward, by tacking, all the 
night. 

17 th. At day-break we ſteered for Carteret har- 


bour, where we could not ſtop to anchor. Lear- 


ing the iſland of Marteaux about 25,000 toiſes on 
the ſtarboard, we ſteered fo as to paſs very ner 
the Booby rocks, leaving Laig Ifland on the lar- 
board, and we arrived between the iſland of Cocos 
and New Ireland, where we came to an anc; 


about half paſt one o'clock P. M. in thirty-iv'® 
fathoms of water, the bottom being very ſoit 


Iz 
bl; . >> 
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plack mud, mixed with calcareous ſand. We were 
about 200 toiſes from the iſland of Cocos. 
The north-weſt point of New Ircland bore weſt 


120 north, diſtant about 25,000 toiſes, and the | 


1 ank point of the fame iſland bore fouth 
* eaſt, at the fame diſtance. 40 

" "hk middle of the paſſage, on the north-weſt 
of Carteret harbour, bore weſt 10® north. © 
At the diſtance of about fifty toiſes from the 
land of Cocos, we would have been in a har- 


bour well detended on all fides. There is an- 


chorage at a very ſmall diſtance from the land; 
for about ten toiſes from the ſhore there are five 


fathoms of water, and, as the diſtance increaſes, 


the depth increaſes very rapidly. a 

We went on ſhore, on the inland of Cocos, to 
paſs the reſt of the da ay. That little ifland, the 
higheſt part of which is not above ſeventy- five 
toiſes above the level of the ſea, is formed of 


very white calcareous ſtones. Having rifen from 


under the water, time has not much altered the 

form of the madrepores, which enter into 1ts 
compoſition. They may be traced even on the 
rocks, which are the moſt expoſed to the inju- 
rles of the air, The ifland is terminated on the 
ſouth-caſt, and on the north-weſt, by the tame 


kind of ſtones. About mid-way between it and 
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Laig Iſland, there is ſufficient depth to allow 
_ a pailage. 

A great quantity of rain having fallen! in the 
night, there aroſe ſo muck bamidity out of the 
woods, as formed clouds every inſtant, which 

originating chiefly in the loweſt places, reſembled, 
at firſt ſight, the ſmoke of fires kindled in the 
foreſt, and as ſoon as they had acquired ſufficient 
elevation to be expoſed to the current of air, they 
preſently diſappeared. 

Large trees, which always preſerve their ver- 
dure, cover the iſland of Cocos. Though their 
roots find little vegetable mould among the cal- | 
careous ſtones, between which they penetrate, 
yet, in that moiſt ſituation, they flouriſh very 
luxuriantly. It was a pleaſant ſpectacle to ſee the 

fine tree, known by the name of barringto1/a 
ſpecioſa, attracted by the humidity, extend its 

branches horizontally a great way over the fea. 
That iſland produces fig-trees of different ſpecics; 

| and we expected to find there abundance of co- 

coa-nuts. This expectation was indeed one rea- 


— * 
—— —— 


ſon for our preferring this anchoring place to ſc- 

veral others at no great diſtance. But we found 

it difficult to procure even a dozen of thoſe nuts. 
We ſaw, with concern, that ſome of the party, 


who had been ſent on ſhore for wood, had allow- 
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ed themſelves to cut down the cocoa- nut trees 
for the fake of the fruit. They carefully ſearched 
for the young leaves on the tops of the trees, 
which are very tender, and afforded very agree- 
able refreſhment to people who had lived long 
on ſalted proviſions. If we had permitted them, 
they would not have left a cocoa-nut tree in the 
land; and that anchorage would have been de- 
prived, perhaps for ever, of a reſource extremely 
agreeable to navigators. 

The night overtook us, when in the middle 
of the wood, and we were entertained with the 
charming ſpectacle of a prodigious number of 
glow worms, which diffuſed ſo much brightneſs 
as to dazzle, rathar than enlighten us. 

It was the time at which the ſpecies of crab 
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digs. On our way to the place where the boat 
was waiting for us, we trod upon ſeveral of them, 


and ſome of our party, before they knew what 
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animal it was, were apprehenſive that it was ſome 
venomous reptile. 

18th. The next day I viſited the forthe caſt part 
of the iſland; but vines of different kinds pre- 
vented me from penetrating far into the foreſts. 
Ditferent ſpecies of the epidendrum adorned the 
trunks of the largeſt trees, and grew in the midſt 
of a great number of ferns equally paraſitical. 
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We obſerved, floating along the ſhore, the fluft, 


of ſeveral ſpecies of the  pandanus, of the har 


ringtonia ſpecioſa, and of the heritiera, which 
ſtretched their branches, and even their trunks, 
in a very remarkable manner, over the waters of 
the ſea. IS 

Two of our men who followed me faw an al- 


ligator cloſe to the ſhore, on the ſouth-eaſt cx. 


tremity of the iſland of Cocos. But I do not be- 
lieve that thoſe animals are very common there; 


for, during the whole time that we lay at an- 


chor, no accident happened, though a great num 

ber of our people were in the habit of bathing. 
Near the caſtern extremity of this little iſland, 

L obſerved ſeveral kinds of nawili, diſſeminated 


amidſt the prodigious quantity of lithophites, 


which entered into its compoſition. 

The abundance and continuance of the rains 
were aſtoniſhing. It was an inceſſant torrent of 
tepid water, which, however, did not hinder us 


from viſiting the environs of the anchoring place. 


I landed ſeveral days ſucceſſively, on the iſland: 


of Cocos and Laig. 


The number of inſects of different forms and 


colours was truly aſtoniſhing; ; and the rains did 


not appear to diminiſh their activity. They were 


chiefly coleopteras, which it was difficult to catch. 
he 
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The moſt varied ſpecies belonged to the genus 
icindela fubr. : . 
We were entertained with the pleaſant view 
of different ſpecies of figtrees, from the top 
branches of which depended a great number of 
-1dicles, ſoon to be transferred to the ſoil, and 
to give birth to ſo many different trees. 
The palm cycas circinalis hath multiplied 
ercatly in the ſhallows, under the ſhade of the 
great trees. We obſerved near them, an arbour 
newly conſtructed with branches, where the na- 
tives had been repoſing, and had left the frag- 
ments of a repaſt they had made on the fruit of 
the cycas, the kernels of which, if eaten without 
preparation, are a powerful emetic, as ſeveral of 
our ſhip's company experienced; but the ſavages 
had roaſted them, as we obſerved the marks of 
fire on a great number of the huſks. 8 
The kernel of the fruit of the cycas circinalis, 
is very bitter. The inhabitants of the Moluccas 
know how to put it to a better uſe, than thoſe 
of New Ireland, as I had occaſion to obſerve, 
towards the end of this voyage. Experience had 
taught them, that maceration freed it from its 
nurtful qualities ; and the ſame proceſs may alſo 
tucceed with many other fruits and roots, which, 
n this manner, may be rendered uſeful, as food 
or animals and even for man, 


| | There 
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| | There lay ON the ground, a great number of 
| the fruits of the cycas, which the ſavages had not 
touched. Their fuceulent huſk, which diffuſed 
an odour, like that of the fineſt apple, contains 
| fermentative particles ſufficient to produce a good 
ſpirituous liquor. Thoſe fruits abound there, and 
may be uſeful to navigators. 
Among the large trees which grow on the ifland 
of Cocos, I obſerved, with ſurprize, a new ſpecics 
of arec, the trunk of which was above eighteen 
toiſes in height, and its thickneſs throughout, 
not more than three inches. It was difficult for 
us to conceive how a tree, ſo weak in appear- 
ancc, could ſupport itſelf to ſo great an elevation; 
but our aſtoniſhment ceaſed, when we attempted 
to cut one down. Its wood was 1o very hard, as 
to refiſt, for ſome time, the moſt forcible ſtrokes 
of the axe. A great quantity of interlaced fami- 
lacee } ſubſtance, under the form of pith, occu- 
pied its centre, a circumſtance common to many 
other trees of the ſame genus. This pith taken 
out of the trunk, left a cylinder, the wood of 
which did not exceed four-tenths of an inch in 
4 thickneſs, and was of a fine black colour. The 
fruit of this new ſpecies of arec is red, ſcarcely 


larger than a common olive, and nearly of the 
ſame ſhape. 


1 The caryota urens was one of the large trecs s of 
| thoic 
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thoſe foreſts. 


were ſeveral ſpecies of the drace@na. 


Among the number of ſhrubs, 
Among the 
large trees, J admired a Hhlanum, certainly the 
liche ſpecies of that genus; thoſe hitherto 
known to botaniſts, being only herbs or feeble 
ſhrubs. The leaves of this are oval, hard and 
very ſmooth. 


That fine tree, the fecloun 9) and is, ſo valuable 


for ſhip- building, grows at Carteret harbour. I 
alſo ſaw there different ſpecies of the gnettarda, 
and a new ſpecies of hermandia. 

Moſſes and ferns were very numerous, and 
grew with the greateſt luxuriance, in thoſe hu- 
mid ſituations. 

The weſtern ſhore of the Hland of Cocos is 
precipitous, and very much elevated above the le- 
vel of the ſea. 
it is compoſed, being much expoſed to the in- 
I found 
there the nutmeg-tree, which Rumphius has de- 
ſeribed, under the denomination of myriſtica mas 
(Rumph. Amb. vol. 2. tab. 5. ) The fruit was 
then but young. 


The calcareous ſtones, of which 


juries of the weather, are very triable. 


It is more clongated than that 
of the ſpecies which is cultivated. 

Some ſavage muſt certainly have periſhed 
among thoſe rocks, for I found a human ſkeleton 
almoſt entire. 

Near to that was a place where 1 ſaw the re- 
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mains of a fire, which had been kindled by th. 
natives who frequent that coaſt. 1 

The continual rams at Carteret harbour have 
rendered {ome ſpecies of {ſpiders very induſtrious, 
They conſtruct excellent places of lhelter, 1 in the 
middle of their webs, conſiſting ot a mug fabric, 
in the ſhape of a cornet of paper, four-fiſths vi 
an inch in height, and one-fifth of an inch broad 
in the baſe, with its top elevated and a little in- 
clined towards the ſouth-eaſt, in order that the 

prevailing winds may have the lets force on this 
little habitation. The rain glides off this kind 
of cone, without being able to enter it, or to pref 
it down, being ſtretched on all fides by thread: 
faſtened to the neighbouring branches. Thr 
ſpider, being perfectly ſheltered in this habitation. 
never leaves it, but to ſeize the inſects which | 
into her toils. 

Another ſort of ſpider which is a leſs produc- | 
tive ſpinſter than the former, protects herſelf fron 
the ram under a piece of a leaf bent into a torn! 
almoit conical, which ſhe places in the centre of 
her web. Every precaution: is taken to give! 
lidity to her habitation, the point of which“ 
oppoſed to the ſouth-eaſt wind, in order that 
may be the leſs affected by its impulſe. 

Nature hath done every thing ſor other ipcc® 
of ſpiders, which are coyered with very hard 


{Xt 185 


TULY | F LA PEROUSE. 287 


ſkins, and as ſmooth as if they were colted with 
the fineſt varniſh. "Thoſe ſaffer no inconvenience 
from the great rains to which they are conſtantly 
expoſed, ind they wait patiently in the middle 
of their net, for the inſects which form their prey. 
Among thoſe ſpiders, found ſome, the bodies 
of which terminated in points: the aranea ach- 
leata, and the aranea ſþins/a. 
The ifland of Laig, being much e than that 
of Cocos, preſents fewer productions. he land 
of it is of the ſame nature, but much leſs ele- 
rated. ; | 

The precipitous mountains of New Ireland, 
which border upon Carteret harbour, are at leaſt, 
three times as high as thoſe of the land of 
Cocos. The marine productions, of which they 
are partly compoſed, arc obſeryable, in the fame 
manner, Ven on their fam nits. 

On the 23d I landed on New Ireland, N. N. W. 
of the anchoring place, and near the place 
whence our ſhip received ber water. The In 
which furniſhed it, was viſible only near the fea. 


Farther inland, we law the channet of a torrent, 


along which, in. different places, were - cavities 


filled with water, which filtrating through the 
land, formed the little brook which ſupplied the 
watering-place. After an hour's walk along its 
banks, we came to a beautiful caſcade, which 
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denominated veſpertilio vampyrus. 


to be convinced, by the ſcrenity of the ſky to- 


calm which hinders the air from ſupporting them. 
Hence reſult thoſe exceſſive rains which render 


| gators. 


the proces. 


| ready ſpoken, nature hath furniſhed the inhabi- 
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it formed, by daſhing from the high calcareous 
rocks, in which we obſerved vaſt grottoes, which 
ferved as retreats for large bats, of the ſpecies 


Some wild bread- fruit trees grew in thoſe 
places. 

At a time when Carteret harbour was inundated 
with continual rain, I was aſtoniſhed to ſce ond 
the channel of a torrent without any water ; but 
it appeared to me, that the rain did not extend 
far enough inland to fill it. Of this it was cafy 


wards the ſouth-weſt, while at the anchoring- 
place, the rain fell without intermiſſion. Car- 
teret harbour forms a ſort of baſin, where the 
clouds, loaded with water, after paſſing over the 
high mountains of New Ireland, experience a 


the anchoring-place far from deſirable to navi- 


Among the little plants, which grow in the 
ſhade of the foreſts, J obſerved ſeveral ſpecics of 


Beſides the nutmeg-trees of which [ have al- 


tants of New Ireland with the ſpecies of pepper, 


known to botaniſts, by the name of piper cubebe, 
which 
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which I obſerved adorning the baſes of the large 
trees, through a very extenſive ſpace. 

Our boat was ſent a fiſhing on the coaſt of New 
reland, about 5,000 toiſes to the ſouth-eaſt. 
There were obſerved ſome habitations, which 
had been newly and very ingeniouſly conſtructed 
by the natives, who were not contented with 
the roaſted fruit of the cycas circinalis; for the 
remains of ſhell-fiſh were ſeen near thoſe cottages. 

24th. When the Commander anchored in 
Carteret harbour, he intended to remain there 
at leaſt fifteen days ; but the exceflive rains made 
him reſolve to leave 1t much ſooner. 

The greateſt activity had been been exerted in 
procuring our complement of wood and water; 
and on the morning of the 24th we had made 

eyery preparation for ſetting ſail. 

The water which we took in at Carteret har- 
bour was very good, and procured with great fa- 
cility, by means of wooden ſpouts, which con- 
veyed it into the boat, with no other trouble 
than lifting it three feet lower than the ſpout. 

Our wood was cut in the Iſland of Cocos, and 
the conveyance of it was the more eaſy, as the 
boat could come cloſe to the beach. It is pro- 
per to remark, that the wood, which we ob- 
tained at Carteret harbour, introduced into the 
ſhip a prodigious number of ſcorpions and ſco- 
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| lopendræ, of the ſpecies called ſet lopendra 2 
tans, inſets which very much incommoded ys * 


It was to no purpoſe, that we erected the ob. 


; ſervatory' on the iſland of Cocos; for the inceſfant 


rains did not allow us to make a ſingle obſerva- 


tion. It is difficult to form a proper idea of theſe 


exceſſive rains, which poured down in an almoſ 


uninterrupted torrent. 


The thermometer, obſerved at noon, while we 


lay at anchor, varied from 19 to 21%; and the 


barometer only from 28 inches 1 7-10th lines, to 


28 inches 1 2-1 oth lines. 


Our ſhip lay at anchor in 4* 48” 10“ S. lat., and 


15025“ 40" E. long. 


This harbour afforded us no refreſhments; and 
we were unſucceſsful | in fiſhing. 
The tides took place but once a bac 0 roſe 


only about ſix feet. 


The harbouring of ſuch noxious and abominable reptiles, 


is a ſolid objection againſt the wainſcotting of houſes in tro- 


pical climates, which is afterwards tacitly recommended by 
the author, —7 ran//ator, 
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CHAP. VII. 


Departure from Cartaret Harbour On that Oc- 
caſion the Eſperance lojes an Anchor —Paſſage 
through St. Georges Channel —View of the Port- 


land Iſlands —Different Interviews with the Na- 


tives of the Admiralty Iſlands — T1 heir fantaſtical 
Faſhion—Deſpotiſm f their Chiefs —Canoes — 


Aſtoniſhing rapidity of their Motion—View of the 


Hermit Iſlands — Their Inhabitants—View of the 
Exchequer fands New Iland—A Water 


Shout—View of New Guinea—Paſſage through 


Piti Strait—Singular Effects of the Tides Ra- 
vages of the Scuruy—A nchor at Amt boyna. 


N the 24th of July about 11 A M. we ſet 
ſail from Carteret harbour, and took advan- 
tage of a gentle breeze at ſouth-eaſt, to paſs 

through the north-weſt opening, between Cocos 

land and New Ireland. 

The current ſet to the W. N. W. and at noon 
we were 5,000 toiſes W. N. W. of our anchor- 
ing place. : 

The Efperance, not having hove up her anchor 
in time to profit by this breeze, a calm ſucceeded 


almoſt as ſoon as ſhe ſet her ſails, and the cur- 
rent drove her towards the breakers, on the ſtar- 
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board of her paſſage out of the harbour. She was 
therefore obliged to caſt anchor, and wait for a 
uind, to extricate her from this dangerous ſitua- 
tion. 
| x W lay to, in hopes that ſhe would ſoon rejoin 
but it was half an hour paſt four before ſhe 
| doe overtake us. The captain then told us 
3 that he was in danger of being wrecked at the 
3 entrance of the harbour Which we had quitted. 
= Having been forced by the current to come to an 
| anchor on a coral bottom, the cable had been cut 
| | by the rocks, at the moment when a breeze 
1 ſprang up at ſouth-eaſt, and carried them from 
3 the rocks. They had come too near them to caſt 
1 a ſecond anchor with advantage; and the frigate 
quitted the ſtation with the loſs of an anchor, 
1 and three fathoms of cable. 
| | Our poſition now enabled us to obſerve, that 
; the channel of St. George 1 is not more than 30,000 
or 35,000 toiſes in breadth, at its ſouthern ex- 
tremity. The obſcurity of the weather appears 
to have led Carteret into the error, of ſuppoſing 
its breadth almoſt double of what we found it. 
We tried during the night, and the current 
carricd us into St. George's channel, at the ratc 
of 2,500 toiſes in the hour. 
About one o'clock in the morning the Iſle of | 


Man bore W. S. W. diſtant 5,000 toiſes. 
2 A very 
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A very thick fog concealed from us, all day, 
the lofty mountains of New Ireland, But their 
ſummits appeared from time to time, and we 
had fight of mountains towards the centre of that 
iland, at leaſt 1, 000 toiſes in perpendicular ele- 


ration. We obſerved large trees even ON the 


higheſt of their peaks. 

At four in the afternoon we lay to, with an in- 
tention to explore Sandwich Iſland the next day. 
But the currents hurried us along with ſuch rapi- 
dity during the night, that at day break, when 
we were ſetting the ſails, we were aſtoniſhed to 
find ourſelves not more than two hundred toiſes 
from that iſland. _ 

The watch had probably been aſleep ; ; 65 WC 
received no intimation that the current was driv- 
ing us upon the coaſt ; which, however, even at 
that ſmall diſtance, happily preſented no danger. 

The iſland of Sandwich has no conſiderable 


elevation. Like New Ireland, it was covered 


with trees ; and ſome old trunks, after loſing part 


of their branches, were ſcattered here and there 


upon the little hills. Being covered with pa- 
ralite plants, they looked like columns adorned 


Vith garlands, and added greatly to the pictur eſque 


appearance of that charming ifland. 
The part of New Ireland too, which lies oppo- 
lite to Sandwich Iſland, preſents: a tract but little 
J vlc vated. 
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| | 
elevated. There aroſe, however, in the middle 
of a vaſt plain, ſome little hills which might be 
200 or 250 toiſes in perpendicular height. 

The north-weſt part of Sandwich Ifland ter- 
minates in ſeveral points or {lips of land, advanced 
into the ſea, We diſtinguiſhed five principal 
ones; and near the baſe of one of them, is a pcak- 
ed hill, which is the higheſt land in the ifland; 
although its perpendicular altitude does not ex- 
ceed 200 or 250 toiſes, and conſequently it is 
much leſs elevated than Captain Carteret alledxes, 
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The clearneſs of the weather, and the ncar ap- 
proach we made to this little mountain, enabled 
us to judge of its elevation. 
Some huts in the ſhade of the woods of cocoa- 
nut trees, made us hope for an interview witl che 
inhabitants of Sandwich Iſland; but it was coubt- 
leſs too early in the morning for them to pay us 
a viſit, for we did not ſee a ſingle individual. 
The moſt weſterly point of that iſland is in 2 
59/ 20" S. lat. and 148 297 15” E. longitude. Its 
greateſt length, from E. S. E. to W. N. W. is 
15,000 toiſes. 
At its weſtern point we obſerved a little iſland, 
which Carteret had not perceived. 
Ten days had elapſed without our having had 
an opportunity of obſerving the paſſage of the jun 
over the meridian; but on the 26th of July: 5 
toun 


un, 
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ſound our latitude at noon to be 2% 50 29” S., and 
our longitude 148" 10” 50” E.; and we were en- 
abled to determine the ſituation of the northern, 
and moſt weſterly point of New Ireland, which 
was in 2 447 30“ S. lat., and 1409 117 30“ E. 


longitude. The obſcurity of the weather muſt 
have occaſioned the error of Carterct, who placed | 


it above 10,000 toiſes farther to the north. 
About four o'clock in the evening, we were 
diſtant about 1,500 toiſes from, a great number 
of little iſlands, ſituated at the entrance of the 
channel which ſeparates New Ireland from New 
Hanover ; and we obſerved that the paſſage be- 
tween thoſe iſlands was obſtructed by reefs. 

New Ireland is terminated by low lands. 

New Hanover, towards the north-weſt, pre- 


ſents a flat ſurface, while its centre is occupied 


by a chain of very high mountains, which extend 
towards the ſouth-caſt. 


27th. In the morning of this day, we _ fight 


of Portland Iſlands, which we couſted at a ſmall 
diſtance. They form a group of ſeven little 


iſlands, which occupy a ſpace of about 7,00 


toiſes in extent. in the direction of caſt and weſt. 

They are very flat, covered with large trees, and 

are connected together by reets and ſand-banks. 
Thoſe little iſlands are in latitude 20 397 44S. 


and in longitude 147“ 15' E. Fe 


— 28th. 
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28th. We continued to direct our courſe to- 
wards the Admiralty Iſlands, where Commodore 
Hunter, according to the account of two French 
captains, believed that he ſaw the wreck of the 
unfortunate expedition of La Perouſe ; and we 


ſteered for the moſt ſoutherly of the little group. 
Like moſt of the iſlands in the South Seas, this 


is bordered by reefs at a ſmall diſtance from the 
beach. . 


A line of fifty riſes 4 in length. did not reach 


the bottom ; although we Were but 1,000 toiſes 


from the land. 

We obſerved towards the S. W. fine canoes | 
proceeding along ſhore, within the reefs; but 
none of them ſeemed deſirous of getting clear of 
the reefs, in order to come towards us. We 
alſo diſtinguiſhed ſome groups of natives, upon 


the moſt advanced points of land, in order that 


they might have the better view of our ſhips. 
A large tree ſtanding above the breakers, was 

taken by ſome for the wreck of a ſhip ; but the 

branches and roots which were diſtinctly ſcen, 


left no doubt that it. was a tree, which had been 
detached from the coaſt, _ 


The Commander ſent an officer on board the 


Eſperance, to concert with the captain the re- 


ſearches which it would be proper to make at the 


Admiralty Iflands, agrevable to the intelligence 


which 
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which had been ſent us at the Cape of Good 


BDP 2: 
We paſſed the night in beating about, NE mak- 
ing head againſt the currents. 

- 29th. Captain Huon waited on the General, 
early the next morning. He was of opinion, 
that we ſhould viſit the iſland E. N. E. of that 
ye had coaſted. In fact, according to one of the 
_ depoſitions which had been ſent to the Com- 
mander of the expedition, it was on the moſt 


eaſterly iſland that the ſavages had been ſeen 


cloathed in the uniform of the French marine. 


About the middle of the day we were within 


2,500 toiſes of that iſland, and ſaw ſome of 


the natives coming towards the beach. Some 


huts were ſeen among the cocoa-nut trees. Other 
ilanders ſoon appeared on the ſouth-eaſt point; 
and their number increaſed as we approached 
them. Some canoes lay upon the ſand, and we 
hoped to ſee the natives launch them, in order to 
meet us; but they made no diſpoſitions for that 
' purpoſe. As the General wiſhed to have an in- 


terview with them, we went under the lee of 

the iſland, where we found but little ſhelter, it 
being of ſmall extent. A crowd of natives now 
appeared. Some ran along the ſhore ; others kept 


their eyes directed towards our ſhips, inviting us 
by ſigns to come on ſhore, and expreſſing their 
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joy by ſhouting. Some of them launched a canoe, 
but hefitated for ſome time to come ncar our 
ſhip, and paddled towards the Eſperance which 
was more to windward. This little canoe wa 
furniſhed with an out-rigger, and had on board 
ſeven natives, who almoſt immediate! y returned 
on ſhore. | 
Aͤt half paſt one o'clock we brought to, and 
diſpatched from each ſhip a boat, with different 
articles, to be diſtributed among the inhabitants 
of that little iſland. While the boats were ap- 
_ proaching the land as near as they could, the fri- 
gates were in readineſs to protect them, in calc 
of an attack from the ſavages; for the pertidy, 
which the inhabitants of the moſt ſoutherly of 
the Admiralty Iſlands had practiſed on Carteret, 
gave us ſome apprehenſions with regard to the in- 
tentions of thoſe. That voyager tells us, that in 
September 1767, when he diſcovered the ſouthern 
part of that archipelago, the ſavages attacked 
him with two volleys of arrows, notwithſtanding 
the marks of ee Which he had laviſhed 
upon them. 

This ifland was lies to its very ſummit 
Several pieces of land were fenced in, which 
made us believe that the inhabitants were ac- 
quainted with the right of property. The whole 

- iſland preſented the appearance of a little round 
mountain 
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Jour] 
mountain, the baſe of which was adorned with 
beautiful plantations of cocoa-nut trees, while its 


cultivation of different roots, which alſo furniſh 
ſood to the inhabitants. 


When the boats came within about fifty toiſes 


three fathoms of line; and the reets, with which 
the iſland 18 bordered, prev ented them from ap- 
probing nearer. 


to induce us to land on their iſland; but the rects 
were an obſtacle which we could not ſurmount. 


were pleaſed and aſtoniſhed to ſee with wh at fa- 
ality they were opened with an axe. 

One of the natives, diſtingu ihed from the reſt 
by a double row of little ſhells, which adorned 
his forchead, appeared to poſſeſs great authority. 
He ordered one of the natives to ſwim towards us 
with ſome cocoa-nuts. The fear of approaching 
perſonß of whoſe intention he was ignorant, made 
the iſlander, ſwimming and defenccleſs, heſitate 
moment. But the chief who, doubtleſs, was 


not talen him to reflect. Blows from a cudgel, 


more elevated parts appeared to be allotted to the 


of the ſhore, they found no bottom with thirty- 


A great number of natives advanced to the 
beach. We counted more than an hundred and 
ity, who practiſed every mean in their power, 


They threw our people ſome cocoa- nuts, and 


little accuſtomed to have his will diſobeyed, did 


which 
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which he held in his hand, immedlately ſuccceded 


bis orders, and enforced inſtant obedience. We 


did not expect to ſee a man treated in this man. 
ner, in the midſt of a crowd of people, who 5 ap- 
peared to be ſo little removed from a ſtate of na- 


ture. By way of comforting the poor fellow, our 


people gave him ſome bits of red ſtuff, a few nails, 
and a knife, with which he was greatly pleaſed, 
No ſooner had he returned to the ifland, than cu- 
rioſity collected all the reſt around Mien, every 


one wiſhing to fee our prefents. Canoes were 
immediately launched, many natives took to the 
water and ſwam, and in a ſhort time there was a 


great concourſe around our boats. We were ſur- 
prized to ſee that neither the force of the ſurf, 
nor of the breakers, OR them from this 


attempt. | 


There was another chief diſtinguiſhed by the 
ſame ornaments as he who has been already men- 
tioned; and alſo by the blows, which he inflikcd 
with his cudgel, on thoſe to whom he gave his 
orders. 

Thoſe iſlanders, who ſignified the greateſt "A 


tisfaction at the ſight of our nails, and fill more 
of our hatchets, had ſome difficulty in perceiving 


| | p | 2333 
the value of our knives. At firſt tliey required 
them to be ſhut, before they would receive them; 


but their fears were very quickly baniſhed, and. 
they 
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they received them open as well as ſhut. Thoſe 
people gave us ſome ſpears, armed with bits of 
vitreous; volcanic lava, terminating in a point, 
and very ſharp in the edges. They alſo preſented | 
us with combs, having only three teeth, very diſ- 
tant from each other, very heavy bracelets, formed 
of large ſhells, and others conſiſting of ſmall buc- 
cine, ſtrung on a fibrous ſubſtance, as ſtrong as 
the beſt hemp. 
When aſking for our articles in exchange for 
theirs, thoſe ſavages often repeated the word ca- 
belle. It appeared to us that this was their name 
for iron, which they preferred to every thing we 
could offer them. „„ | 
Like the natives of Bouka, they repeated with 
much juſtneſs, the French words which they 
heard us pronounce. 26k 
One of their canoes was driven by the ſwell 
againſt one of our boats, and received ſome da- 
mage. One of our rowers taking hold of it to 
prevent a ſecond ſhock, a chief, miſapprehending 
our intention, made the ſignal to the canoe-men, 
the greater part of whom precipitately jumped 
into the ſea, with a deſign to ſwim on ſhore ; but 
they returned as ſoon as they perceived their error, 
and confidence was re-eſtabliſhed. 
The women kept at ſome diſtance, under the 
cocoa- 
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cocoa-nut trees. Their whole cloathing conſiſted 
of a piece of mat, round their middle. 

The men were very buſy about our boats 
Some ſwam towards them, ſhowing their Cocoa- 
nuts; and others ſeemed to be attracted by curio- 
ſity; but it was ſoon diſcovered that this was not 
their only paſſion ; for they exerted all their ad- 
dreſs to get poſſeſſion of our goods. Impunit 
increaſed their boldneſs : ; and, when they miſled 
their aim, they were not diſcouraged ; but pre- 
ſently endeavoured to ſeize ſomcthing elſe. 

One of thoſe thieves ſelzed upon a knife; but 
being caught in the fact, he was obliged to gire 
it up. This did not make him abandon his cnrer- 
prize, and he loſt nothing by his failure. A flag, 
In which red predominated, attracted his regards: 

he found means to get poſſeſſion of it, and the 
theft was not perceived till he had got a great 
way from the boat, and had almoſt reached the 
iſland. 

A looking-glaſs having been given to one of 
thoſe ſavages, he contemplated his image wit! 
ſurprize; but immediately broke the glaſs, hoping 
no doubt, to find in it the objects which it re 
fleted. © 
The complexion of thoſe iſlanders is black, 
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anxiety they ſhowed to obtain them, were proof; 


pearance of good faith ; but they diſcovered their 


ſelves certain of impunity. We had occafion to 
_ obſerve, that thoſe who were the moſt advanced 
in years were the boldeſt thieves. 


in 2 1878. lat., and 145 46' E. long. It is ex- 
tremely populous ; for we ſaw about three hun- 
dred of its inhabitants. 


iſland, where fractures diſcovered the ſtrata, gave 
me reaſon to believe, that its baſe is of a calcare- 


directed our courſe towards the E. I N. E. 


* 


boats l have ſtopped ſome minutes, tbey 
would have procured a great number of them. 
The ſatisfaction with which thoſe iſlanders 
received nails, and other articles of iron, and the 


that they were acquainted with that metal. 
Thoſe people, at firſt, manifeſted every ap- 


inclination to theft, as ſoon as they thought them 


That little iſland, which is nearly circular, is 
about 25,000 toiſes in diameter, and 1 1s ſituated 


The white appearance of ſeveral places of the 


ous nature, hke the greater part of the South Sca 
iſlands. EE] 
As ſoon as the boats were hoiſted on board, we 


30th. The next day we got to the northward 
of the Admiralty Iſlands. There we perceived, 


that an extenſive mountainous iſland occupies 
the 
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the centre of the group, the circumference of 
which conſiſts of a great number of little flat 
lands, which ſeem to have emerged from the 
' boſom of the ocean, at no very diſtant period. 

Almoſt all of them are connected together by reefs 
and ſand banks. 

About ſun-ſet we were 8,000 toiles to the 
north-eaſt of the little iſlands which were neareſt 
to the principal one. 

31ſt. As ſoon as day-light appeared, we ſteered 
W. S. W. ſtanding in for the land. Some canoes, 
which a very high ſail made to loom arge, ap- 
peared at a diſtance. 

Me were to leeward of thoſe iſlands, in a large 
bay, formed by their curvatures, and a ſhort diſ- 
tance from the land. We ſounded ſeveral times, 


with ſixty- eight fathoms of line, but found no 


bottom. 
There were many cocoa-nut trees on molt of 
the little iſlands. A great concourſe of natives 


came upon the beach, and ſome of them advanced 


as far as the adjoining reets. The little 1flands 
where there were no cocoa-nut trees, did not 
ſeem to be inhabited ; for we ſaw not a ſingle 
lavage upon them. 

Several canoes were launched, many ſtill lay 
on the ſand, and fix, which had ſet ſail, were 


making towards our ſhip. We immediately lay 
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to, in order to receive them. Some of them were 


manned with feven natives, and others with nine. 
Having come within 300 toiſes of our ſhip, they 
furled their ſail, and uſed the paddle to make a 

nearer approach. Each canoe had a commander, 


| who ſtood on a platform, and gave his orders, 
When the canoes had paddled about 150 toiſes 


they ſtopped, and from that diſtance one of the 
chiets addreſſed us in a ſpeech. His eloquence 
was wholly loſt on us ; but the ſigns with which 
it was accompanied, did not allow us to doubt 
that he wiſhed to induce us to land. Probably 


the paddlers were not permitted to ſpeak ; but 


they joined their figns of invitation to thoſe of 
the chief. - 

"We endeavoured, on our part, to prevail on 
them to come nearer our {lip. They could not 
reſiſt the fight of our large pieces of red ſtuff; 
and, after appearing to deliberate upon the cate, 
they advanced a little. 

Some of our officers imagining that the ſound. 
of the bclls would be agreeable them, they were 


immediately rung ; but, as ſeveral perſons had 


foreſeen, the noiſe, inſtead of attracting the ſa- 


vages, made them take to flight, They were 


induced, however, to return, by the fight of ſevc- 
ral flags which we waved, and by fome tuncs 


Preſents 
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preſents might procure us their confidence. 


we ſuppoſed they would immediately ſeize upon. 
But they appeared to look upon it as a fatal gift; 


keep at a diſtance from it. 
Nails and knives which were floated to them 


| natives were acquainted with the uſc of iron. 
None of them had hitherto ventured to touch 
the bottle; but the preſents having won their 


confidence, one of them took poſſeſſion of it, and 


cut the ſtring by which 1 it was held, with a PEE 
of volcanic glaſs. 


The natives now made no difficulty of coming 
alongſide of the ſhip, but would not conſent to 


come on board. The number of canoes by de- 
grces increaſed, and our barter was carried on with 
the greateſt fairneſs imaginable, We even ſaw 
lome of thoſe people, who were puſhed at a diſ- 
| tance from the ſhip, by the concourſe of canoes, 
before they could give us the article which they 
had agreed to exchange for that which they had 
| rcceived, making their utmoſt efforts for that pur- 
| pole. They carefully ſought for the perſons to 
hom they were indebted ; and ſome of them, 
U2 alter 


We therefore threw them an empty bottle, which | 
for they paid no other attention to it, than to 


upon a board, occaſioned loud expreſſions of joy, 
when the ſavage who took them up ſhowed them 
to his companions. It appeared then, that thoſe _ 
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1792. 
after an interval of half an hour, came and deli. 
vered us the articles which they owed. 

[In this place the Author has minutely de. 
ſcribed a fingular cuſtom which prevails among 


the natives, who, according to him, cover certain 
parts of their bodies with a white ſhell, denomi- 


nated bulla ovum, (See Plate III.) which, how. 
ever, they appeared willing to diſpoſe of. Deli. 
cacy forbids the Tranſlator 'from entering either 
into a deſcription of the ſhell, ax of its uſes. 
The great number of canoes with which we 
were ſurrounded, prevented many of them from 
approaching the ſhip; but ſome of the COR. 
men ſwam towards us with the objects of their 
barter, Thoſe iſlanders preferred, to every thing 
that we offered them, bits of iron in whateycr 
form they happened to be. They ſo well diſtin- 
guiſhed that metal from all other ſubſtances, that 
they recognized it, even when coated with ruſt 
thought that habit muſt have rendered tho 


people excellent ſwimmers. But their more- 


ments were too precipitate ; though they differed 
in no other reſpe& from our good Furopean 
ſwimmers. They needed not, however, to hare 
made great efforts to ſupport themſelves m the 


water; for, by keeping their mouths ſhut, they 


immerſed a part of the head. Several ſupportel 


themſelves 1 in the water, by the motion of their 
feet 
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feet only, till they tied to our ropes, the articles 
which they wiſhed to barter. | 
If we may judge of the character of thoſe na- 
tives, by their conduct towards us, their diſpoſi- 
tions were excellent : an air of goodneſs was ex- 
preſſed in their features. Very ditterent from the 
ſavages of the little iſland, which we had viuced 
two days before, they gave us proots of great pro- 
bity. It was ſurpriſing to meet with ſo great a 
difference in the manners of ſavages, 1o little re- 
moved from each other, and who practiſed the 
ſame arts. The diſparity of their conduct towards 
us might have proceeded from this; that the 1a- 
| vages of the little iſland had dealt only with boats, 
| whereas the others did buſineſs with large ſhips, 
which inſpired reſpect. > 
The commanders of the canoes commonly 
made the paddlers ſurrender the articles which 
| we had given them. We ſaw with pain, that 
1 they ſometimes employed violence tor this pur- 
= polc. One of thoſe poor people had received from 
us a bit of red ſerge, which he was not willing co 
deliver to one of the chiefs; but the atter turd 
it from him, by repeated blows wit! s -n/{yel, 
At the ſame time, one of the iſiantlers, uw en- 
other canoe, was treated with fimilir ha 1, 
by one of the chiets, becauſe the poor wretc!: d 
allowed his attention to be occupied in con: a- 
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plating our ſhips, and had forgotten to bale the 
Vater out of the canoe. 
The natives who ſwam towards us, in order te 
| exchange their commodities, were conſidered 1: 
| | | competitors, and ſoon excited the Jealouſy Of 
be thoſe in the canoes which ſurrounded the ſhip. 
Theſe laſt took great care to preſerve their ſituu- 
tion: they endeavoured to keep off the ſwim- 
mers, and would not allow them to reſt, by tak- 
ing hold of their canoes. The ſwimmers, being 
thus obliged to move about continually, in carry- 
ing on their barter gave a great deal of activity y to 
this ſingular ſcene of commerce. 
Theſe natives, like thoſe whom we had ſcen 
two days before, preferred nails to knives. 
Several had in their hands calabaſhes of difter- 
ent ſhapes, filled with lime very finely pulverized, 
Others had their lime in pieces of bamboo. One 
of theſe laſt, who had a ſpoon in the ſhape of 2 
ſpatula, filled it with lime, which he ſhowed to 
us, no doubt by way of recommending its qua- 
lities. By making many motions with his mouth, 
and greatly inflating his cheeks, he ſeemed defir- 
ous to perſuade us, that his lime produced very 
agreeable ſenſations. 
Another chief had a little parcel of the leaves 
of the pepper tree, piper firiboa, Linn. 
They probably chew them without the add. 


tion 
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tion of arec nuts; for we ſaw in their mouths 
none of the marks which are produced by the 
maſtication of betel. We obſerved thoſe articles 
of luxury only in the poſſeſſion of the chiefs, for 
whom they are probably reſerved. 


of large ſhells, among which we obſerved ſea 
ears, ground in the middle and the edges. 

Moſt of them had different kinds of ſhells ap- 
pended to the inferior lobes of their ears, which, 
when pierced, they are in the habit of extending 
ſo prodigiouſly, that they deſcend lower than 
their ſhoulders, as appears in Plate III. It ſeemed 
that they produced this great diſtenſion, by intro- 
ducing elaſtic hoops into the holes. The only 


hoops. 
Their hair 1s Ses and black; but they fre- 
quently render it red with a mixture of ochre and 


ſometimes adorn with red figures in different 
parts of the body. | 

They carried neither bows nor clubs but only 
ſpears, from about five feet to ſix feet and a half 
in length. (See Plate XXVIII. Fig. 25.) The 
vitreous volcanic lava, of which their heads were 
formed, was s ground to a ſharp edge on each fide, 


Some of thoſe ſavages wore bracelets formed 


child we ſaw was furniſhed with two ſuch 


oil, and ſometimes they tie it up with a fillet of 
bark. Their ſkin is a light black, which they 
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about three inches in length, and faſtened with 
a ſtring, coated with a kind of maſtic. 

This weapon mult be dangerous among a people 
who wear no cloaths. Their {kin, ntl ex- 
poſed, muſt be ill able to reſiſt ſo ſharp a Bp of 
glaſs, efpecially 1 in places where | it has a little ten- 
ſion. 

This volcanic glaſs is perhaps not very com- 
mon in the Admiralty Iflands ; tor ſome of thoſe 
ſavages had ſpears armed with oP pieces of 
wood inſtead of glaſs. - by 
Many had the /ep1um of the noks pierced with 
2 hole, which contained a ſtring, to the extremi- 
ties of which were ſuſpended dogs' teeth twice as 
long as human ones. One of them, wiſhing to 
part with this ornament, a chief, in cutting the 
ſtring aukwardly, which was too ſhort, with d 
piece of volcanic glaſs, wounded the native. 

An order iſſued by the General very much in- 
terrupted this bartering trade; although the na- 
tives ſtill had a great many things which they 
wiſhed to diſpoſe of. One of the chiefs very 
much amuſed us with his calabaſh of lime, the 

properties of which he diſplayed with many of 
tentatious airs, thinking, no doubt, thereby to en- 
hance its price. His geſtures might have been 
conſidered, as a happy imitation of thoſe of our 
| moſt dextrous mountebank doors. 


We 
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We did not obſerve among thoſe iſlanders any. 


articles of European origin. As by this time, we 
bought ſcarcely any thing, they quitted our ſhip, 


and carried the reſt of their manufactures along- 


ſide of the Eſperance. 

Their canoes are formed of the excavated trunk 
of a tree, with boards fitted to its ides. Tur 
length is thirty-two feet, and their extreme 


breadth not more than twenty-f1x inches. Their 
ſides are ſupported internally by croſs boards, 
which form ſo many diviſions, in the bottoms of 


which are the paddlers, towards the two extremi- 
ties of the canoe. 


Thoſe canoes are furniſhed with an outrigger, 


about thirteen feet in length, which projects la- 
terally and nearly at the ſame diſtance. On the 
oppoſite ſide is a counter: outrigger, which does 
not take the water, and which 1s cight feet in 
length. It ſerves as a place upon which to lay 
the ſail; the commander ſometimes fits upon it; 


but his ſtation is commonly on an elevated plat- 


torm or trellis, of the ſame extent as the outrigger. 
Ihe ſail is a mat, in the form of a regular ſquare, 


13 feet j in the ſide. Two oppoſite ſides of it are 


faſtened to poles of the ſame length, which ſerve 
tor yards. When the fail is ſet, one of its diago- 


nals 18 always vertical, and its upper angle is ele- 


vated three feet above the top of the maſt, which 
18 
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3s about twenty fcet in height. The wind ad, 
ſtrongly upon fo lofty a ſail, and gives to tho. 
_ canoes an impulſe, which makes them plough the 
water with aſtoniſhing rapidity. 

When this ſwift motion 18 not required, the 
only hoiſt about five feet of one fide of their fai 
in a horizontal poſition, while the reſt of it lics on 
the canoe. But in this way they can n only fail 
right before the wind. 

Their paddles are very broad, and are furniſhed 
with a handle ſix feet and a half in length. They 
uſe them as our ſailors do their oars ; for they act 
like levers, whoſe point of ſupport 1s on one fide 
of the canoe. The ſteerſman is ſtationed in the 
ſtern, and directs the canoe with his paddle. 

After lying to till half paſt ten in the morning, 
we continued to follow the coaſt in a weſterly di- 
rection. It is every where bordered with iſlands 
connected together by reefs. We obſerved, be- 
yond thoſe reets, ſeveral fiſhing places, conſtruct- 
ed with ſtakes fixed in the bottom, at a certain 
diſtance from the beach, and which reſembled 
thoſe which we afterwards faw in the Moluccas. 

As ſoon as we ſet fail, the canoes followed our 
example, in order to accompany us. We admired 
the celcrity with which that flotilla clave the 


waters. Although we had a very freſh breeze, 
| and 
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E and a great deal of fail ſet, thoſe little veſſels fail- 


ed a great deal faſter than our ſhips. | 

Cloſe to a fiſhing place, much larger than any 
that we had ſeen, were ſeventcen canoes which 
immediately paddled towards us. We hove to, 


| in order to wait for them; but as, notwithſtand- 


ing our invitations, they remained at the diſtance 
of five hundred toiſes from our ſhip, we reſumed 
our courſe, directing it to the W. x S. W. 

At the cloſe of the day, two canoes puſhed off 


from the ſhore, and advanced towards us. It was 


night before they came within hearing. One of 


| the commanders immediately addreſſed us in an 
elevated voice. It is proper to obſerve, that the 
voices of thoſe natives are very ſhrill. As it was 
E almoſt quite calm, we endeavoured to allure 
them to the ſhip ; ; but they durſt not venture near 
enough to receive our preſents. 

It was imagined that a ſquib would be a plea- 
ling ſpectacle to them; but on the contrary it 


terrified them ſo —— that they retreated with 


precipitation. 


Notwithſtanding the 0 of the night, 


thoſe two canoes, guided by our lights, revurnen 


towards us. We ſent them ſome articles of hard- 


ware, upon a board along with a lighted taper. 
The light, which we ſoon left at a diſtance, en- 


rolled their whole attention; but they durſt not 
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come nearer to it than about 200 toiſes. It Was 
amuſing enough to hear the two chiefs addreſ 


long ſpeeches to the taper. They ſpoke with 


much warmth, ſuppoſing, no doubt,] that one of 
us was coming towards them with this light. 


Chagrined, perhaps, at its filence, which formed 
ſo direct a contraſt to their babbling noiſe, they 


returned in about two hours towards their iſland. 
Fires were all the while kept burning upon the 


beach, perhaps to ſhow the canoes the place to 


which they were to return. 
We lay to all the night. 
AucusT 1ſt. In the morning we ſaw the 
weſtern extremity of that little inſular group, 


which extends about fifteen leagues from caſt to 
weſt. The moſt weſtern iſland is in 20 11/ 30 


ſouth latitude, and in 143" 47” 38“ eaſt longitude, 
Reefs and ſand-banks extended beyond them 
8,000 toiſes towards the ſouth-weſt. 
We ſoon came in light of other reets, which 


were 5,000 toiſes in extent from caſt to welt. 


They are ſituated in 20 18” ſouth latitude, and 
143% 40” caſt longitude, 

We carried a little fail towards W. N. W. 
during the night. 

At day- break we had ſight of the Hermi: 
iſlands, diſcovered in 1781, by the Spaniſh i112: e 
the Princeſſa, which ſaw them at the diſtance Gl 
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about 25,000 toiſes. Their high lands ſeemed, 
at a diſtance, to leave intervals between them ſuf- 
ficient to afford us a paſſage ; but we ſoon per- 


diſtinguiſhed the reefs which connected them to- 

gether. 

That little cluſter 1 is compoſed of thirteen ſmall 

iſlands, having in the middle, like the Admiralty 
Ilands, a principal one, extending from ſouth- 
weſt to north-caſt by eaſt, about 13,000 toiſes. 
The iſlets which ſurround it on all ſides, except 
the ſouth, are very ſmall and very low. 

We were 10,000 toiſes to the northward. of 
thoſe iſlands, and to the leeward of the northern 


which we ſaw no opening through which they 
could paſs, and we belicved that they could not 
ſurmount ſuch obſtacles ; but, having come cloſe 


into the water, they carried their veſſels Moy over 
the rocks into the open ſca. 
The canoe which was firſt got over ſteered 


_— 
3 
EE. 
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number, preſently followed ; but as their motions 
were flow, they were ſoon nearer to the Eſpe- 
rance, which was in our wake, and they advanced 
towards her. After manoeuvring with much 1 in- 
telligence 


ceived their low-lands advancing into the ſea, and 


. R 
„nnn 
\ . at; F 
11. . . A 
Me 
| oF & 
MS . 
11 4 1 
. #4 it | £7 
bel 17 p 
ANTE 
14 . 
by. Z 1 
04 9. wv 5 
* * 1 } br; 
944 ; A 
” 2 
" & " 42 (Rp 
ou 5 I 5 4 
W's gal ka 
(#4 ag 
*T 23 
* 1 * £44 
' bed Fa 
1 
W 
Mee 
by ww . % 1 
k 1 "Þ 1 10 LY 
COR OR 
1 * 76 
i, We A 
[i 7 1 Pi 
n 
„ ob. 
Has | 4d} I 
FI 9 15 
e 18% 
, 4M 1 j 
W's. 
. [ , 1 N WA 
\ * 
7 e 
* [i * 
n mel + 1 Mr 
X "of HE 
: + il 4% 4 
* Yu ö AK 
n A 
We: % 347 
iz ** | 
4 V. 0 
: PAR E 
e * 
* 4 Re. [| "Y # 
Ee A wy” ko 
ts > 9 y LY 
46 \,"® 1 
FEW Mg. 
1 1 HY 
. 4 
1 189 n 
N p B 
i: i 
6 77 NN 4 
$1.47 {#5 
#7] | 1 7 
1 
| by +; 1 [ 
SO 
+. 7 
9 1 
7 1 
3 7 
; 127 of 
* CY 
14 Lf 
A 7 bo g 
"14 { 
* * 1 
12 
10 1 
7 
83 
* 
* * 
13 
4. . 
. 


point of the great uland, when we ſaw ſome ca- 
noes under fail. They were behind the reefs, in 


to the reefs, they took in their ſail, and, going 


towards our ſhip, and the reſt, being five in 
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telligence to bring their fail into a proper pofi- 
tion, they ſtill choſe to keep at the diſtance of 
about 100 toiſes. All the means employed to 
bring them alongſide were ineffectual ; but they 
went near enough to throw ſome apples of the 
 ſpondias cythereca, and ſeveral other fruits of dif. 
ferent ſpecies of the eugenia, all very Proper to be 

- eaten. The bottles and bits of ſtuff given to them 
were received with marks of the greateſt fatiz- 
faction; but it was ſurprizing to obſerve that they 
had little value for iron. 

Like all the other natives we had hitherto met 
with, they appeared extremely defirous that we 
ſhould land on their iſſand. | 

One of the canoes advanced towards our ſhip, 
while the reſt returned to the ſhore. Notwith- 
ſtanding our invitations, thoſe natives kept at 

the diſtance of 150 toiſes from us. They dur 

not touch the different articles which we {cnt 
them with a view to gain their confidence. 
Some, however, appeared deſirous that their ca- 
noe ſhould be ſteered towards our preſents in or- 
der to get poſſeſſion of them; but the ſentiment 
of fear prevailed among the majority. 

It was noon before we reſumed our courſe. All 
the canoes followed us for ſome time before they 
returned to bur iſland. That which approached 


the nearcit to our ſhip accompanied us with the 
| greateſ 
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greateſt perſeverance. It was a very Jarge canoe, 


robuſt than the inhabitants of the Admiralty 
{lands, and of the ſame complexion. _ 

' Thoſe natives advanced towards us with very 
f pacific views ; for they were not furniſhed with 


E which they approached much nearer than to our 
| ſhip, no weapons were obſerved even in the bot- 


by this means they might induce us to land. 

f Thoſe canoes, though ſimilar in appearance to 
thoſe of the Admiralty Iſlands, were not nearly 
: ſuch good fhilers, That which came neareſt to us 


I abaft it, in order to follow us. This after-ſail 
l was much ſmaller than the forward one; and 
q they were both i in the form of a rectangle, the 
i length of which was almoſt double its breadth. 
: 1509 were trimmed like the ſquare fails of our 
F long boats. | 
: Their large ſail was as much raiſed as that of 
he canoes we ſaw at the Admiralty Iſlands, and 


e 


3 to the wind, 

The whole of the Hermit Iſlands, including 
ae reels, occupy a ſpace about twelve leagues in 

BY circuit, 


manned by thirty people, who all appeared more 


arms; and, from on board the Eſperance, to 


2 toms of the canoes. Perhaps they thought that 


: had at firſt bur one ſail; but they fet another 


Þ deſcended. lower, ſo as to offer a greater ſurface 
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circuit, the centre of which is in 1® 35” 38" ſouth 
latitude, and 142 41” eaſt longitude, 
In the evening we were very ncar the moſt 
eaſtern of that little group, to which General 
Bougainville gave the name of Exchequer Iſlands. 
It is very low, and only nine leagues W. S. W. 
of the Hermit Iflands. The reefs on its north. 
weſt fide form a baſin, in which there appearcd 
to be water ſufficient for anchoring. 
A great number of other iſlands were ſeen from 
north to weſt, 

We made but little fail during the night, 
while tacking in order to keep to windward of 
thoſe iſlands. On 
Sd At day-break the moſt alte of the Ex- 

chequer Iflands bore ſouth, diſtant 5,000 toiſes. 
It is in 19 29” of ſouth latitude, and 1429 20' of 
eaſt longitude. | 

At eight oclock A. M. we ftcered towards 
the weſt; and we already reckoned thirty littl 
iſlands from the N. N. E. to the W. S. W. 

We ſteered for that which appeared to be the 
moſt weſterly, to which we approached within 
about 2,500 toiſes. It is in 1“ 34 ſouth latitude 
and 142 10/ eaſt longitude. 

All thoſe iſlands are connected together by 

reefs, which ſeem to deny all paſſage. They die 
very low, and covered with "uy lofty trees. 


More 
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More ulands came into view as we advanced; 
and at laſt we had ſight of the moſt ſouth-welt- 
erly iſland of that little cluſter, which is not con- 
nected to the reſt by any reef. It is is in lat 1* 39 8. 
and in long. 141% 58” E. 

We lay to during the whole night. 

4th. This morning , we ſaw, towards the ſouth, 
2 low and very woody land, abo. at 8,000 toiſes 
in extent. This new 1fland was in 1 31“ S. lat. 
and 140 47“ E. longitude. 


We ſoon diſcovered another iſland, {till leſs 


than, and to the S. W. of, the former, from 


SE which it is 15,000 toiſes. It is equally low, and 


covered with large trecs. 


On thoſe low iflands near the Equator, the 


trees grow with aſtoniſhing rapidity and vigour; 32 
as the atmoſphere furniſnes them at once with 
extreme heat and moiſture. 

Although we had been, for ſome days, very 
near the Line, and found the heat ſuffocating, 
the thermometer had not yet riſen above 243? 

* This is more particularly true of trees, which are of a 
ipongy texture, as the ilk cotton tree, 65mbax, the ſand- box 
tree, aura, &. But 5 of the hard woods, for exam- 
ple, the /ignum vitæ, or gryjacum, grow very ſlowly, and 
= hence have been almoſt extirpated, in all the tropical iſlands, 
I fully inhabited by 1 uropcans. Hranfſlator. 
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We ſaw large trees floating, which had been 

detached from the low iſlands by the waves. On: 

of thoſe trees adhering to the prow of our f 

for ſome time retarded her motion. 

8th. At five o'clock P. M. being upon the 


Equator, in 133 50 47 — long. we ſaw a Very con- 


b. 


ſiderable water- ſpout, forming in the ſouth-weſt, 
at the diſtance of about 2,000 toiſes : although 
the air about us was very tranquil, the ware 
were foaming with agitation, at the place when 
the water- ſpout originated, over which a Very 
| ſmall cloud hovered, apparently at the diſtance d 
a few feet. This phoenomenon was in the form 
of two very elongated cones, joined at their ſum- 
mits, the baſe of one being upon the ſea, and tha: 
of the other loſt in a very thick cloud. 

Tune clouds appeared to me to be agitated by a 
Whirlwind, which having held a great quantit; 
of water ſuſpended, diſcharged it again in tor 
rents. Perhaps all water- ſpouts are formed in 
this manner. If, as ſome natural philoſophers al- 
tedge, a water-ſpout carried up the ſca- Water, in 
4 great body, it ought to be as falt in the moment 
of its deſcent, as in that of its aſcen it, which doe: 
not ſeem to accord with obſe rvation. A gerſon, 
worthy of credit, who ſaw two watcr- -ſpouts ! fal 


upon a veſſel, aſſured me that they diſcharged 
frelh 
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freſh water. On the contrary ſuppoſition, 1 it would 
not be eaſy to explain this phoenomenon.* 

gth. The limpidity of the ſea- water was very 
much diminiſhed, during this day, by a i fucus, the 
filaments of which were very looſe and ſhort. I 
met with it again on the 6th of September, and 
ſhall afterwards ſpeak of it more particularly. 

We found ſharks very numerous in thoſe parts. 
We caught ſeyeral of the ſpecies /qualrs carcha- 
rias, which is the moſt extenſively diffuſed through 
the ocean. One of them, of a moderate ſize, 
aſtoniſhed us by its voracity. Although lacerated 
by four hooks, which it had taken within the 
ſpace of half an hour, at followed us, till it was 
hooked ſucceſsfully. + 

Being near New Guinca, and but eight mi- 
nutes diſtant from the Line, the thermometer 
only indicated 255 although we ſuffered a heat 
much more oppreſſive than that which is expe- 
rienced in Europe, when the thermometer is at 


* It is not very caſy to give a ſatisfactory explanation 


E of this phenomenon, upon any principles; though thoſe 


of electricity ſeem to afford, or rather to promiſe, the moſt 
probable ſolution of it. 7ranflator. 

+ I knew a ſimilar inſtance, in one of thoſe monſters, 
which was eigliteen feet in length. It was ſuppoſed to be 
the fame which had devourcd a man, ſome days before it 


Was taken, lis liver hung up in a net dropped about ten 
gallons of oil tor. 


\ 9 8 the 
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the ſame elevation.“ In obſerving that that in. 
ſtrument is a very uncertain meaſure of ſenſible 
heat, I ought to apprize the reader that I aſs; avs 
ſpeak of the mercurial thermometer of Reanmnuy. 
11th. This day, the Eſperance ran foul of us. 
being the ſixth accident of this kind, fince we If 
Europe. She broke the foot rope of her ſprit- 
ſall yard, on the fore part of our rigging. For- 
tunately we ke; pt the frigates aſunder, by piacir 
hm beten them. As it was a dead _ 
we put out tio boats, to tow the ſhips {till far- 
ther from each other.+ The boats, at the ſame 
time, obſerved the direction of the current, which 
carried us to the N. N. E. at the rate of half 
knot in the hour. 
12th. At day-break; we had ſight of the largeſt 
of Schouten's Iſlands, bearing S. x S. W. 
The ſurface of the water was \ 1 ly acitated, 
in a large ſpace, througy which the Eſperance 
had occaſion to paſs, in proſecuting her court. 
Fearing that it was cauſed by breakers, ſhe put 


* J have very ſenſibly experienced the ſame effect myſelt 
Is it owing to the greater quantity of water, which the 0 
conſtantly heated, holds in ſolution in tropical elm 
Zranſlator. 


ry 3. . | . . 4 3 15 
The difficulty of keeping ſhips aſunder in a can 
: 2 on > > 1 the 
commonly, and very properly, given as an inftance Of ti 
mutual attraction of budies.-—7 ran{{ctor. 
| abollt: 
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about ; but the deception ſoon ceaſed. This 

motion was produced by a large ſhoal of fiſhes, 

ee near the ſurface, ind Which was pur- 
acd by a great number of birds. 


Aithough it was now the ſeaſon of the caſtern 


monſoon, the winds blew, for tour days, from 
the ſouth-weſt to the north-welt ; but on the 
| 14th, they reſumed their ſouth-eaſt direction. 


The ſame day, we faw a little iſland, very 


| near New Guinea, and which is 10,000 toiſes 
diſtant from the ifland of Providence. That 
| little illand is in 29 187 48" S. lat. and 133 8 47" 
E. longitude. 

Ihe inceſſant and great heats in thoſe latitudes, 
accelerated the decompoſition of our water, which 
was ſo much the worſe, as that to the uſe of 
which we were by that time reduced, was ſome- 
what brackiſn. For the water which we firſt 
took in at Carteret harbour, was taken up too 
ncar the ſea, and had been preſerved, notwith- 
ſtanding i its bad quality. Betides, that the ballaſt 
may not be diminiſhed, 1t 18 uſual to fill the 
empty butts with falt-water, which ought to be 


well rinſed out, before they are again filled with 


freſh. But the boatſwain's mate, who had the 
charge of the water, did not take ſo much trouble. 
It was caly to free the water {rom its inflaramable 
3 air, 
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air, by the machine, which I have already de. 
ſcribed ; but it always retained a brackiſh tutte. 
-- 18th. 2 ſtorm had howled, for a part of the 
night, on the coaſt of New Guinea, and had 
given us a great quantity of rain. The ky 
ſcemed to announce a tempeſt ; but the ſtorms, 
near the Equator, arc more menacing, than really 
formidable,* and we ſoon enjoyed a very clear 
ſky. 
 Weſawa fine chain of mountains which ranged 
towards the eaſt. The higheſt of them appeared 
to be at leaſt 750 toiſes in perpendicular altitude. 
The large trees, with which they Were covered, 
added ereatly to the pictureſque appearance of the 
country. | 
19th. Being in 09 19 ſouth latitude, ind 430% 
52/ caſt longitude and 1,000 toiſes diſtant from 
New Guinea, we ſounded with one hundred | a- 
thoms of line, but tound no bottom. _ 
The firſt indication We had ot the inhabitants 
of that iſland, was the ſmoke of two fires, which 
roſe from among the large trees near the coaft. 
We e were then near the promontory of New 


* Should not the urbar have excepted, at leaſt, th je hurt 
canes at Amboyna, mentioned below (Oct. 14. ) not to mer 
of thoſe, which too often rage in the Weſt Ladies: 1. 


Guine if 
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Guinea, which is called the Cape of Good Hope, 


and which we doubled at the diſtance of 1,000 


doiſes. It is 02 20“ ſouth latitude, and 1308347 
caſt longitude, We were ſurprized that Foreſt, 
in other reſpects an accurate nayigator, ſhould 
have ſo much miſtaken its true latitude ; - tor that 
winch he gave, dittered from ours more than 200 
towards the north. 

The variation of the compaſs, after a gradual 
diminution was now but 1% 30” caſt. 

We were prevented by calms from coaſting 
along New Guinea, till a ica-brecze ſprang up, 
| about three o'clock P. M. The ſhore was gene- 
rally broken and rocky: but we obſerved ſome 
tandy ſpots, of a gentle dechvity, which preſcnted 
convenient landing 8 places. 

21ſt. On the morning of this day we were 
very near the two little iflands of Miſs Palu. The 
| icaſt of them is in O“ 20” ſouth latitude, and in 
130 7” caſt longitude, The largett is in Of 197 

5; ſouth latitude, and 1309 , 30” caſt longitude. 

23d. We ſteered cloſe to the ſhore of New 
Guinea, with an intention to enter among the 
Moluccas, by Watſon's Strait. It would have 
bcen agrecable to us to explore that ſtrait, which 
| is much leſs frequented than thoſe further to the 
weltward. Beſides, we would have had the adv an- 
tage of keeping more to the windward, than by 
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paſſing through Pitt's Straits, which the conti. 
nuation of the ſouth winds induced us to take. 
About eleven o clock in the morning, being to 
the north- welt, and very near it, we found that 
ive were upon a ſhoal; whick extends more than 
5,000 toiſes from the coaft of Bantana. We were 
ſtrongly intangled in it, when the lead indicated 
eight fathoms water, rocky bottom. It was a 
bank of coral, which the tranfparency of the” 
water diſplayed in all its whiteneſs. We were 
obliged to go about, in order to extricate our- 
ſelves from ſo dangerous a ſituation. 

We entered the ſtraits about half an hour paſt 
two P. M. A canoe which we ſaw at the en- 
trance near the coaſt of Bantana, at one time ap- 
peared to us to be making for the Eſperance; 
but it von khaſtened towards the land. 

Having lain to for ſome time to wait for the 
Eſperance, we obſerved that the current carried 
us very rapidly through the ſtrait. The tides very 
much influence thoſe currents, which, about mid- 
night, and early the next morning, were very con- 
ſiderably abated. ED 

Five canoes were failing along. the caſtem 
ſhore, at a good diſtance from one another. We 
obſerved, that one of them had a flag hoiſted, 
which we took to be Portugueſe, The wind was 


carrying us towards the coaſt of Salwaty, and 
hindered 
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hindered us from ſteering for thoſe canoes. . Be- 
ſides, none of them ſeemed inclinable to meet us. 
Theſe people did not kn&w our intentions; and 


perhaps they Were apprehenſive that We were of 


the number of thoſe Europeans, whoſe avarice 
induces them to employ every ſtratagem to en- 
trap them, in order to make ſlaves of them. 
High lands, every where cov ered with large 
trees, border the Straits of Pitt. _ 
We lay to all night. At nine o'clock we heard 
from the weſtern ſhore the voice of ſome natives, 
who ſeemed to addreſs us. At the ſame time a 


fire appeared on the weſtern point of the en- 


trance, about the place from whence a canoe 
came off, when we entered the ſtrait. 

24th. At day break Ve were very ncar Paſſage 
Iland, and we obſerved on the coaſt of Bantana, 
a littte village, the inhabitants of Which ſeemed 
to wig us with much incifereuce. _ 
[ie Stroic of Pitt extends about 2,5000 toiſes 
from WV. S. W. to E. N. E., and its mean breadth 
is chout 5,000 toiſcs. On heaving the lead from 
on board our ſhip, no bottom was found with ſe- 
venty-five fathoms ot line. But the boat, at 100 
toiſes from the 3 lad from fiſteen to eighteen 
fathoms of Water, the bottom being calcareous 
rock. 

We went about, in order to avoid ſome ſhoals 

which 
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which we obſerved, on leaving the ſtrait, very 
near the coaft of Bantana. But ſeveral perf. 
were of opinion, that there was water enough 
to carry over both the ſhips. 
The opening of the ſtrait on this od is near 
15,000 torſes in breadth. We obſerved in it tus 
little nlands, very near the Bantana ſhore. 
The weſtern point of Salwaty was found in:“ 
2/ 10“ S. lat., and 1280327 E. longitude. 
The conftancy of the wind from S. S. E., dc. 
prived us of all hope of getting round Mixoal 


iland to the eaſtward. We were therefore obliged 


to endeayour to make the north of Ceram, 1 in or- 


der to get round, by the weſtern extremity of 


that ifland, to Amboyna. 
About fix o'clock P. M. we were 15, 000 toiſes 


diſtant from the iſland of Popo, which bore 


S. 0? W. 

The next day we ſteered with that land on our 
ſtarboard, diſtant about 8,000 toiſes. It preſent- 
ed a flat ſurface, in the midſt of which roſe three 


hills, near one another. We had a ncar view 6 


ſome little iſlands to the ſouth-weſt, and which 
extend nearly from the north-caſt, to the ſouth 
welt. 

Reg iſland of Popo is in 1797 14” S. lat. and 

279400 E. longitude. 

a e ſaw the iſlands of Canary and Mixoi! 


with 


gk 
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with part of the little iſlands which furround 
them. | 
This morning we loſt a young ſailor of the 
name of Pichot, who died in a ſtate of marafmus, 
the conſequence of a dytentery, under which he 
had laboured for {ix months. | 
26th. This day the poſition of Canary Iſland 
was found to be in 12 51” 36“ S. lat., and 127% 
3 longitude. 2 
27th. Our ſhip was this day ſurrounded with a 
kind of whales, Which were from twenty to 
twenty-five feet in length. They were ſufficiently 
numerous to afford fiſhers, by their oil, an ample 
compenſation for their labour and expence. 
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29th. Very early this morning we came 1n 
| fight of the lofty mountains of Ceram, which 
extending from the S. E. to the S. 8. W., pre- 
ſented us with a very fine landſcape. 
Such high mountains afford effectual protec- 
tion to the independence of their inhabitants. 
Hence it is, that only a ſmall number of the na- 
tives ſettled on low parts of the ifland, ncar the. 
ſea, endure the tyranny of the Dutch. 
SEPTEMBER 1ſt, The clouds having been en- 
tirely diſſipated from the land of Ceram, we en- 
joyed the magnificent proſpect of ſeveral chains 
of mountains running parallel to each other, in 
a the 
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the direction of caſt and weſt. The fine val 
which ſeparate them, ſupport a huxuriant vegeta- 
tion, and have the appearance of the greateſt fer- 
ys 

_. Weobſerved many fires on the iſland of © Ceram, 

ſome of them upon one of the |}: gheſt moun- 


Cs 


tains, which proves that their ſummits arc ſre- 
quented by the natives. That mountain appeared 
to us to be at leaſt 1,200 toiſes in perpendicular 
elevation. e 

 Availing ourſelves of the calm, we fon a boat 
to aſcertain the direction of the current, which 


then ſet to the N. E. ZE. at the. rate of three 


quarters of a knot in the hour. As, among thoſe 


Hands, the currents depend very much upon the 


tides, it may be ſuppoſed that their force and 
their direction vary extremely. 
On the approach of night we were about 
1,000 toiſes from the coaſt of Ceram, which be- 
coming leſs elevated, ſcemed to indicate leſs depth 
of water on its coaſt. The lead, however, did 
not reach the bottom with thirty-ſeven tathoms 
of line. 
Soon after this, we ſaw on the land fide, ſeveral 
fires, which appeared to have been kindled by 
fiſhermen, in order to decoy the fiſh. 


2d, About noon we deſcricd the iſland of Bo- 
nod. 
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noa, extending from W. 209 S. to S. 48“ W. at 
the diſtance oi near 20,000 toiſes. That iſland 
is in 20387 S. lat., and 12556 E. longitude. 
We took care frequently to heave the lead, 
when we were ncar the land; but we had no 
ſoundings with ſixty-ſix fathoms of line. 


In the evening, a ſtrong land breeze carried us 
into the channel between the iſlands of Ceram 
and Bonoa, in which, by moon light, we ob- 
ſerved three ſmall iſlands. Although it was quite 
calm. the current carried us almoſt to the other 
extremity of the channel. 
About midnight, while the air ſcarcely moved, 
the waves which foamed very near our ſhip, made 
us apprehenſive that we were approaching to 
| breakers. But our alarm was of ſhort continu- 
| ance, having been only occaſioned by the rapid 
current of the tide, which followed the direction 
of the channel, and oppoſed our progreſs. 
5th. We were at a ſmall diſtance from Kilang. 
The General intended to paſs between that ifland 
and Ceram ; but the channel, which at beſt is 
but ſtrait, appeared to be additionally obſtructed 
by reefs and a ſand bank. We therefore made 
good our paſſage, very cloſe to the weſtward of 
Kilang. The country preſented beautiful plan- 
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tations of cocoa- nut and banana trecs, encircling 
a charming village. 
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We then dointinacd our courſe between Kilarn, 


and Manipa. 

About eleven o'clock A. M. the current of the 
tide raiſed a rapid ſucceflion of waves, tumbling 
over each other, in wild conflict. We were, in 
fact, ſeveral times witnefles of that phoenomenon, 
which Dampier and Bougainville compare to the 
eurrent of a large and very rapid river. 

About four P. M. we had doubled the iſland 
of Manipa, which 1 is not more than 2 2,500 toiles 
in extent from north to ſouth. Fhongh very 
mountainous, that iſland appeared to be populous, 
and many canoes were plying along its ſhore, It. 
latitude is 39 21' S., and its longitude 125 
. 

; The iſlind of Kilang is in latitude 3 1 
and longitude F26* 31 Be 

4th. A breeze which aroſt in the offing, at ten 
o clock A. M. favoured our progrets towards the 
ſouth; and we ſoon had fight of a part of thc 
welt coaſt of Amboyna, bearing S. S. E. 

The ſouth wind afterw aids oppoſed us, anc 

_ obliged us to tack. 

5th. A very freſh breeze from His ſouth-caſt 

put an end to our hopes of gaining our intended 
-anchoring place this day. Our ſcorbutic pi 
tients, whoſe number was rapidly increaſing, and 


* hoſe condition became daily more alarming, 
mad 
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made us ardently wiſh for a favourable wind. 
Their diforder had been greatly influenced by the 
perpetual rains at Carterct harbour ; and moſt of 
them were afflicted with great pains in the Joins. 
One of their firſt ſymptoms was the appear- 


ance of whitiſh tubercles, frequently as large as a 
pullet's egg, in different parts of the body, parti- 


cularly on the arms, and which were commonly 
ſuccceded by others on the lower extremities. 
It was remarkable that the ſkins of thote pa- 


tients were not diſcoloured with what are called 


{curvy ſpots, as that diſcaſe, in hot chmates, ra- 


pidly ſuffuſes the cellular membsane with a lym- 
phatic humour, which ſcarcely alters the colour 


of the ſkin. 5 

I muſt farther obſcrve, that, although ſalted 
proviſions be one of the principal cauſes of the 
_ fſea-ſcurvy, yet two of our men, who did not ſub- 
fit on ſuch proviſions, were violently attacked by 
that diſorder. But one of them worked in the 
hold, the humid and ſpoiled air of which is a 
powerful cauſe of the malady. 

By means of tacking, we came ncar enough: 
the weſtern extremity of Amboyna, to allow us 


do enter the road in the night. By the direction of 


Valentin's plan of it, we kept along its cattern 

ide, at the diſtance of about 310 toiſes. 
As ſoon as we had paſſed Portugueſe-bay, we 
brought 
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brought to, and waited till day light ſhould di- 
cover to us a proper place to anchor in. 
6th. The Eſperance had not made ſuch pro- 


greſs as our ſhip; ; but was 5,100 toiſes to the 


fouth-weſt of us, at ſeven o'clock this morning, 
when we were within a ſmall diſtance of the 


privciphl eſtabliſuhment in the land. 


Here I met with the Hic, which I had before 
obſerved near New Guinea. It reſembled very 
fine tow, croſſed by little pieces, ſomewhat morc 
than an inch in length; the filaments are as fine 
as hairs. They are frequently ſeen united into 
a ſort of bundles, and are ſo numerous that ther | 


ſully the water in the road. 


General Dentrecaſteaux ſent his ſecond lieu- 


tenant to wait upon the Governor of Araboyna, 


in order to aſk permiſſion to ſtop at his iſland. 
The Governor immediately ſummoned the Coun- 


eil, and gave us leave to come to an anchor; 


but, as the act which the ſecond heutenant pre- 
ſented to them, in the name of the Commander, 


had not yet been communicated to them by the 
government of Batavia, they were inclined to 


impoſe conditions on us, to which we could not 
conſent. Vet it was not difficult to make them 
ſenſible, that we had anticipated, by ſeveral 


months, the arrival of their diſpatches from Eu- 


rope, which ſeldom reach Amboyna, till eighteen 
months 
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months after their date. It appeared to us, that 
their caution originated in the defire of ſaving 
themſelves from being blamed by the government 
of Batavia, to which that of Amboyna is ſubor- 
dinate for as ſoon as they had adopted regu- 
lations in that reſpect, they rendered us every 
ſervice in their power. 


We found that little iſland much better pro- 5 


vided than we could have expected, with every 
article neceflary for the proſecution of our voyage. 

A captain in the fervice of the Dutch Eaſt 
India Company was ſent by the Governor, to point 


out to us a proper anchoring place; and having 
made ſome tacks, we let go our anchor about half 


an hour paſt one P. M. in twenty-five fathoms 


water, bottom mud and ſand. The tower of Vic- 


tory Fort bore from us E. 99 N. the neareſt re- 
doubt W. 352? S. and the weſtern point of the 
entrance of the road, W. 20? 30' S. We were 


about 340 toiſes from the landing place, a 


wooden wharf, near which there is water for 
large ſhips. One of the Company's ſhips then 
lay at it, taking ina cargo of cloves. 

At the ſame time there were in the road cigh- 
teen veſſels under Dutch colours; but only one 
ſhip : moſt of the reſt were brigs and ſloops. 


The Eſperance came to an anchor half an hour 


after us, and bore N. E. 4 N. of our poſition. 
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HAF. VI. 


Stay at Amboyna—A Cabin-Boy belonging 19 th; 
Recherche, is accidentally drowned —V, ifit to the 
Governor —Different Excurſions into the Interior 
of the Iſland One of the Naturaliſts falls dung 

rouſly ill Deſeription of his Diſorder Ag recall. 
Liquor furniſhed by the Sago Palm Sigur ex- 
tracted from it —Ujes of the different Parts ef 
that valuable Trec— Means by which the Flying 

ET | Dragon fuftains itſelf in the Air—FExplanation f 

' Mate, which preſerves the Crops from being plun- 

dered—A Dutch Sailor flees into the Woods for 

fear of being ſent to Batavia —Dextrous Manner 
of catching the Cancer Carcinus—Cabins of tlic 

Natives of Amboyna—Their Cloathing, &c.— 

Their Method of procuring Fire; and of Fiſhing 
in the Night-—Culture of Nutmegs and Cloves— 
A long Bamboo cut ſo as, with a briſk Gale, 5 
emit a very agreeable Sound—Fiſheries of the | 

Inhabitants A Sago-Work— Extraction of its 

Jecule—-Difeaſes common at Amboyna— Various 

ee on the Wand and its Inhabitants: 


T halt an hour paſt three 0 dock we ſaluted 
the place with nine guns, and the tame 
number was immediately returned. 


The 
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The Commander had engaged all his officers 
to accompany him, about five in the evening, on 
a viſit to the Governor. As I knew nothing of this 
appointment, I landed, along with ſome perſons 
bel onging to our ſhip, to view the town. It is 


encircled with gardens, in which trees are ohielly 


cultivated ; kecauſs they favour the indolence 
natural to man in a ſultry climate, and afford him 
a profuſion of fruits, with little other trouble than 

that of gathering them. 
HhHeſides the kind of wild bread-frut tree which 
we met with there, the inhabitants aſſured us that 
there was another which bore a fruit, the ſeeds 
of which all miſgive; but that the fruit was only 
of a middling ſize, and the tree did not produce a 
great quantity of 1t. 

Several kinds of banana trees, and many varic- 
tes of oranges grow in thoſe charming gardens; 
and they produce delicious guavas, papa ws, and 
different ſpecies of pine- apples (anones). We 
obſerved there ſome ſpecimens of the /aw/01177 
mnermis, which role to the height of ten or twelve 
HE | 

Different odoriferous plants were profuſely 
ſcattered around. We there found the chalcas pa- 
niculata, the michelia champaca and 2 ſanipaca, and 
ſcyeral ſpecies of the 2 ia. The Arabian jeſ- 
tamine, nycſantſies Jambac, riſing amidſt thoſe 
non charming 


= 


r 


a= = 
— — — — — — Fr — 
„ 


— WED 
* 
— 
1 3 * — — — P: iz — = 2 Fe. "—< — 
— = nn ERS = : ih = - - — 7 >< _ 4 = > 
"Da - CTY: = = Ae i + —E E..- == * . Sms = : 
— = — — — 5 —— 4 £ : . — . => — 9 — = 8 5 — — 
5 1 fr 8 3 — — > — — — — — = 2 


340 VOYAGE IN SEARCH [1792, 


charming trees, mixed its ſw cet odour with their 
delightfal perfumes. 
On our return into the town, one of the pro- 
teſtant miniſters conducted us to his houſe, where 
he entertained us with ſeveral forts of ſpirituous 
liquors. But limpid water, juſt drawn from the 
ſpring, was the moſt agrecable draught to perſons, 
who had lon g been confined to brackiſh water and 
ſalted Prov iſions. This excellent miniſter ap- 
peared to be much ſurpriſed at our being regaled 
at ſo ſmall an expence. He informed us that 
earthquakes were frequent at Amboyna, and that 
ſome years ago one, among others, had been very 
forcibly felt; that 1t was accompanied with a 
hurricane which continued nearly three days, 
during which time the ſea had overflowed, and 
inundated the ground on which the town 1s 
built. 
This calamity is the moſt to be ie at the 
change of the monſoons, and particularly at the 
commencement of the weſtern monſoon, which 
takes place, in thoſe la atytudes, 1 in the month of 
November. 
| -th. One of the cabin- 905 3, of the name of Gr 
briel Abalen, who ſerved the table of 3 marine 
officers, diſappeared on the night of the 7th. Be 
had been obſerved to be on board all = ; but 


- after dark was called ſeveral times in vain. He 
Vas 


Þ 
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was a good-natured young man, and in general 
very temperate but, during that day, had drunk 
ſo much ſtrong liquor, as to juſtify ſerious appre- 
henſions concerning him. He probably fell over- 
board, and it was known that he could not ſwim. 

All of us had much need of remaining ON 
ſhore, in order to recover our ſtrength; and the 
Governor gave us leaye to take lodgings in the 
ton 

8th. It was a matter of importance to the na- 1 
turaliſts to be acquainted with the Governor of 1 
Amboyna, in order that he might facilitate the Wt” 
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reſearches which formed the object of their miſ- 
hon. It was, no doubt, owing to pure forgetful- 
neſs, that the Commander of our expedition did 
not make us acquainted with the hour of his firſt 
viſit to the Governor. But I requeſted him to 
favour us with an introduction, and we accord- 
ingly ſet out for that purpoſe, about half an hour 1 
paſt ſix. M. Bourguelles and M. Van Smichl {EM 
preſſed themſelves upon us as our interpreters. * 

M. Van Smichl was a German Baron, who 13 
had lately arrived in the ifland. He was then + 
but aſpiring, as he expretled it, to be a teryant of 1 
the Dutch Eaſt India Company. In che ſequel, | |: 
we had reaſon to fchcitate ourſelves that he had ing 
not much influence on the Governor; for he had 4M 
attempted to perſuade him, that the Regency of h 5 
| X 3 Batavia 7 uo 
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Batavia would not approve of our ſhips being al. 
lowed to remain at Amboyna. Yet the Baron 
very well knew that, in the preceding year, two 
ſmall Engliſh veſſels, fitted out at Bombay for 
the Pelew Iſlands, had been received without the 
leaſt difficulty. They had firſt put in at Bourou; 
but, finding no proviſions there, had been per- 
mitted to ſhip ſome at Amboyna; and thoſe ve\- 
ſels were far from having ſo good a title as we 
had to ſuch indulgence. But, perhaps, the af. 
pearance | of foreign veſſels in that road, for two 
years ſucceſſively, made it neceſſary for the Go- 
vernor to take every precaution, in order to fave 
his reſponſibility. He received us very tfavour- 
. ably; but we were unhappy that he appearcd in 
his ceremonial dreſs on our account; for he was 
oppreſſed with heat, under a very heavy coat of 
black velvet. Such garments are extremely in- 
commodious near the Line, but the Dutch Go- 
vernors wear them, as a prerogative annexed to 
their ſtation. 

Some refreſhment was offcred to us. I wiſhed 
for nothing but water, and I poured out that 
which appeared the moſt limpid ; but its faltiſh 

taſte made me think that the domeſtics had, by | 
miſtake, brought me ſome medicinal water. It 
was in fact Seltzer-water, which the Dutch here 


| viſually drink as an agrecable potation; and it coſts 
them 
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them as much as the beſt cheniſh Wine, -Surely 


they were not aware of our repugnance to ſuch 
a beverage ; yet they might have ſuppoſed that, 

in a torrid climate, and after a long privation of 
' freſh proviſions, we would not be very fond of 
{wallowing ſalt water. 


The General propoſed to introduce us to the 
members of the Council alſo, to which we readily 


aſſented; and they gave us a very kind reception. 


10th. As we intended to remain at Amboyna, 


for a month at the leaſt, I had conveyed to the 
place where we were to lodge, many things ne- 


ceſſary for the preparation of the different pro- 


ductions, which I intended to colleR in the iſland. 


The other naturaliſts and I had agreed to live in 


the ſame houſe. It was already prepared for our 
reception, and our things had been carried into it, 
when, to our great aſtoniſhment, we found it oc- 
cupied by ſome officers from the two ſhips, who, 
howeyer, knew very well that we had taken the 
houſe ; but the man who had the key thought 
that they belonged to our party. The gentle- 
men made themſelves very merry with this piti- 
tal trick, of which we did not think them ca- 
pable; but it was eaſy for us to find other lodgings. 

Our apprehenſions reſpecting the cabin-boy, 


who had diſappeared three days before, were but | 
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too well founded. His body had remained at the 
bottom of the water all that time; but, about half 
an hour paſt WO in the afternoon, it was ſeen 
floating near the ſhip. This ſmall diſtance from 
the place where he had fallen into the ſea ſeemed 
to prove, contrary to the opinion of moſt of the 
Europeans ſettled at Amboyna, that the rapidity 
of the currents in the road is confined to the ſur- 
face merely, and does not reach the bottom, « 
circumſtance which, for other reaſons, appears to 
me very probable. In fact the currents are deter- 
mined by the tides, pouring their waters into and 
out of the road, only to reſtore their equilibri- 
um, which, in theſe circumſtances, is diſturbed 

to but a ſmall depth from the ſurface. 
I This young man was much regretted by all the 
ſhip's company. Many exclaimed againſt the 
careleſſneſs of thoſe, who had had the charge of | 
him in his carly years, in neglecting to inſtruct 
bim in ſwimming. A few leſſons in that art 
would have ſaved the lad's life; and it is to be 
wiſhed that his fate may ſerve as an example to 
others; for I have obſerved with aſtoniſhment, 

that many of the ſailors cannot ſwim. 
Our obſervatory was this day eſtabliſhed, in the 
weſtern part of the town. As it could not be 
ſeen from the ſhip, it was found inconvenient to 
© | be 


6. 
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be obliged to go upon the beach, in order to com- 15 
pare the motion of the watches with that of the 5 
clocks. 3 3 | 1 
This weſtern part of the town, in which we 0 
alſo reſided, formed the Chineſe quarter, in which "0 
there are few natives of the iſland, and only one * 
Dutchman. The reſt of the Dutch inhabit the "3 
centre of tlie town, or its eaſtern part. 9 
Our ſtrength was ſo reduced, that we were 0 
obliged to content ourſelves, tor ſome days, with | W 
ſhort excurſions from the town. + 
We viewed the garden of the Company, where [ of 
there 18 nothing remarkable but a very convenient | 160 
bath, which the Governor viſited regularly every 1 
third or fourth day. It is ſupplied with very pure f 15 | 
Vater from a neighbouring hill. Ncar it is an- | 10 
other bath appropriated to the uſe of the women. wut 
The Dutch at Amboyna are in the habit of Wl 
bathing every third or fourth day, when they care- 9 
fully avoid expoſing themſelves to the exceſſive | 0% 
heat, which prevails from eleven in the morning 1 
till three in the afternoon. Indeed they are ſel- bt 
dom ſeen abroad during thoſe hours on other g mf 
days. For our parts, we had not leiſure to take ſo 15 
many precautions; and accordingly two of the {0 
naturaliſts were attacked with dangerous diſor- iy 
ders. 1 
We many times endeavoured to penetrate into 1% 
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the large plantations of ſago trees; but the wit; 
with which they are floated often forced us +, 
abandon the attempt. That tree, fo uſeful for 
the ſupport of man, forms a part of the rich 0 
the iſland. 
The flat ſtrand, at low water, is covered in 
many places with a multitude of crabs, of the 
ſpecies denominated cancer volans, which then 
emerge from the holes which they dig in the ſoſt 
ground. This ſingular creature, one of whoſz 
claws is ſometimes larger than its body, often be- 
comes the prey of birds, I believe the facility 
with which its claws are disjoined from its body 
18 the reaſon why one of them 1s almoſt always 
much larger than the other.* 
A little excurſion to the ſouth of the town, 
near the quarter inhabited by the Europeans, 
brought us to the tomb of Rumphius. The ſim- 
plicity of this monument reminded us of the 
manners of that able obſerver of nature. It was 
encircled with the beautiful ſhrub, known by the 
name of panax fruticofum. | 


* The great Aforonortion of the claws to the body, and 
to one another, is more probably a diſtinctive characteriſtic 
of this curious ſpecies of crab. I have ſeen many thouſands 
of them; but never an individual in which this diſprop0!- 
tion did not exiſt. Places ſituated to leeward of the muddy 
ſalt-flats, in which thoſe creatures breed, are juſtly reckoned 


We 


extremely inſalubrious. Tranſlator. 
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We ſaw, in the hands of ſome natives, the 
pretty /orry of the Philippines. Theſe, however, 
were not procured from ſo great a diſtance, but 
from ſome iſlands a little to the eaſtward of Am- 
boyna, and chiefly thoſe of Arrou. They had 
alſo another ſpecics of the lorry, which breeds in 
the foreſts of Amboyna, and which differs from 
the former in its colours, which are leſs vivid, 
and not fo beautifully blended. Moſt of thoſe par- 

lots pronounced ſome words of the Malayan lan- 
guage. 

Towards noon, the heat = the ſun affected us 
with ſuch a head- ach, as forced us almoſt always f 


to retire to ſome ſhade, in order to defend our- 
ſelves from his direct rays. 

Very early on the morning of the 15th we pro- 
ceeded towards the weſt ; but about mid-day the 
heat was ſo very oppreſſive, that we were obliged 
to return home. 

The naturaliſt who did the duty of chaplain, 
became ſo dangerouſly ill, that we could not leave. 
him a ſingle moment for four ſucceſſive days. 
The ſymptoms of the malignant fever, with 
which he was attacked, were very dreadful. His 

ſtools were extremely fetid, and accompanied 
with frequent vomitings, ſtarting of the tendons, 
a ſmall pulſe and great proſtration of ſtrength. 
The nervous affection of the patient came to ſuch 
a height, 
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= height, that every evacuation was attended with 
a degree of weakneſs which deprived him of re- 
collection. His lower extremities were affected 
with violent ſpaſms, which occationed very great 
pain. 

Although the diſeaſe was exceedingly infec. 
tious, no danger ought to have prevented us from 
paying to our diſtreſſed ſhip-mate, all the atten. 
tion which he had a right to expect from our 
friendſhip ; and accordingly we ſuſpended our re- 
ſearches in natural hiſtory, till we {hould ſee him 
out of danger. ; 

16th, The ncxt day the {ymaptoms } became ſtill 
more alarming. The pulſe more and more d:- 
preſſed, with freque nt intermiſſions in its motion, 
the hiccups, ſometimes continued for half a quar- 
ter of an hour, a great proſtration of ſtrength and 
an appearance altogether diſcompoſed, mace u- 
entertain ſerious apprehenſions for the lite of our 
patient. 
In the night, the  ymptoms were equal! 
alarming. | 

About break of day, on the 17th, the pull: 
ſenſibly increaſed, and a certain flexibility in the 
ſtroke of the artery, afforded us the happy PERF e 
of an abundant perſpiration, Which According, 
ſucceeded in a few hours, and ſaatched our frien 


from the gates of death. 
5 T7; 


& >» 
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He was in a ſtate of convaleſcence not more 
than eight days. i 

This ſpecies of fever, occaſioned by f. tagnant 
waters, in a tropical climate, was treated with 
diluting draughts and antiſpaſmodics. Ether 
given frequently, and in ſmall doſes, had a ten- 
dency to ſupport the ſtrength of the patient, 
while it moderated the violence of the ſymptoms. 
M. Hoffman, ſurgeon of the military hoſpital, 
viſited our patient ſeveral times a day. Our 
chief ſurgeon alſo regularly attended him. 

M. Bourguelles, the Company's treaſurer, per- 
ſuaded the Commander of our expedition, that 
the united {kill of all the phyſicians in Europe, 
was not equal to that of a Malay doctor, in the 
treatment of ſuch diſeaſes. One of the moſt able 
of them was therefore called in. He did not 
propoſe to perform the cure by internal remedies ; 
tor he gave the patient nothing to take; but 
after rubbing ſlightly the {kin of different parts 
of the body, and properly adjuſting the lower ex- 
tremities, he pronounced, with a myſterious air, 
ſome words, which he ſeemed to addreſs to the 
Supreme Being. Then he conjured, as we were 
told, the evil ſpirits, whom thoſe iſlanders look 


upon as the authors of diſeaſes. M. Bourguelles 


was overjoyed to ſee the doctor operate in his beſt 
manner, in order to obtain the defired fuccets. 
We 
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We allowed him to do every thing, from wh; ich 
no bad conſequences could reſult; but it was du. 
buſineſs to interrupt his operations, when he was 
proceeding to ſouſe the patient, with a pail of 
water, newly drawn from the well. It was but a 
very little time before the critical ſweat, which 
terminated in his recovery. 
The Malay doctor doubtleſs placed all his fei- 
ence in this experiment; but he did not know 
that it would have ſuppreſſed the critical perſpi- 
ration, of which the pulſe had giv en us the happy 
preſage. 
Our patient was ſufficiently recovered on the 
19th, no longer to require ſuch aſſiduous care. 
We therefore procceded weſtward into the coun- 
try. After having long followed the courſe of « 
little river, which runs into the harbour at a ſhort 
diſtance from the town, we were returning with 
a load of fine plants, when, at the approach of 
night, we met ſome native fiſhermen who had 
been equally fortunate, in their way, and who 

were proceeding to broil their fiſlh. We had the 
pleaſure of ſecing them light up their fire, by 
means of two pieces of bamboo, rubbed againit 
each other, after being cut in a manner Which ] 
ſhall preſently explain. 

20th. We employcd half of the day in an ex- 


curſion towards the ſouth ; and we made haſte to 
aſcend 
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aſcend a hill, where we found ſome young na- 
tives ſetting ſnares to catch birds. They conſiſt- 
ed of hairs formed into nooſes and tied to a very 
long rope, which lay on the ground, and was 
fxſtencd to a wooden peg driven into the earth. 
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I ſuppoſed that they made uſe of baits to attract _ 3 | 
the game; but they told me that they did not, 7M 
and at the fame time confeſſed, that they caught 1 
but few birds. A 

At the bottoms of the hills, We obſery ed the --* 1 
fine palm which the natives call the ſago trec, We 
and which Rumphius has deſcribed (vol. i. fig. 9 


13, under the name of ſaguerus. From the 
ped:cles of the boughs { regimes ) of this tree, when 
newly cut, a very agreeable liquor oozed, which 
was received in pieces of bamboo, tied to their 
cxtremities. In ſo hot a climate, this liquor very 
quickly ferments, and would become acid, if the 
inhabitants did not add to it ſome of the wood of 
the /oulamea, which, by the fermentation, is en- 
tirely freed from its bitter taſte, and preſerves the 
liquor a long time. 

One of theſe palms may yield daily, for above 
two months in the year, from a gallon and a halt 
to two gallons of this liquor. In order to fact- 
litate its efflux, the inciſions of the pedicles are 
daily renewed. 

As the heat of the fo favours the aſcenſion 


a 


ot 


352 VOYAGE IN SEARCH [1792 


of the ſap, one would naturally ſuppoſe that th, 
tree would yield a greater quantity of this 1iquyy 
during the day than during the night. The fact, 
however, is quite otherwiſe, for the humidity 
which is abſorbed by the leaves in the nicht, 
mixing with the juice, increaſes its apparent quan. 
tity ; but that which is obtained during the day 
contains much more of the ſaccharinc pri inciple, 
which is to be extracted. 
This extract forms a kind of ſugar, which the 
Malays call goula itan (black ſugar.) It is com- 
monly met with in ſmall loaves, which retain 
the ſhape of the hemiſpherical veſſels, in which 
the redundant water is evaporated. Its colour 
approaches to that of chocolate; but it is deeper 
On breaking thoſe little loaves, there appear, eſpe- 
cially towards the centre, yellowiſh ſhining grains, 
a circumſtance which renders 1t probable, that 
there would be no great difficulty to bring it to 
the degree of cryſtallization, neceſſary to convert 
it into ſugar of a good quality. Such as it is, the 
natives ſcarcely uſe any other, that which is ex- 
tracted from the ſugar- cane being ſold for {een 
or eight times the price. 

From this almoſt excluſive uſe PI the goula 
itan, one would be apt to conclude, that the 
ſugar- cane was not produced in the iſland. Al- 


moſt all the inhabitants, however, devote ſmall 
Portions 
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portions of their gardens to this valuable plant ; 
but they content themſelves with regaling on its 
juice, which they exprets by maſtication. 

In addition to the agreeable and wholeſome 
liquor afforded by this fine palm, the leaves (or 
lmbs,#) are adorned, towards the baſe, with fila- 
ments which the natives convert into good cor- 
dage. From the form and black colour of thoſe 

flaments, one would take them, at the firſt fight, 
for horſe-hair, but they are almoſt twice as larce. 
The young fruit, prepared with ſugar, makes an 
excellent comfit. ; 5 


Some fractures in the earth near the bottoms 
of the hills, diſcloſed to our view the hard, clear, 
grey ſteatite, which forms their baſes, 

22d. In an excurſion which I made to the 


ſouth-weſt, I found many rocks of very triable 
| ch; iſtus, of a light grey colour, and near a very 


hard ſpecies of aſbeſtos. - 

| One would be apt to imagine, that, in an iſland 
| fo little removed from the Equator, the prepara- 
tion of the ſubjects of natural hiſtory would be 


word limb, for the ſhoots of the cocoa-nut tree, the cabbage 
tree and other ſpecies of palm; and very properly : they 
are too large to be called leaves, and, being deciduous, can- 


not be called branches, in the ordinary tenſe of that term. 
—1 ran/lator. 


*The French word is feuilles, But the Engliſh uſe the 


Valk: — — ſingularly 
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ſingularly facilitated by a quick deficcation. J. 
contrary, however, was ſo much the caſc, 


» 
that 5 
44th k 


was obliged to make great exertions to five the 
fruits of my botanical harveſt from ruin, In 66 
the air, in paſſing over the waters of the ocean, 


becomes charged with a degree of humidity, 
which greatly injures ſuch preparations, and th. 
heat of the climate quickly deſtroys thoſe plant 


which are moſt rctentive of their juices. 
23d. At four in the morning, we directed ou 
courſe towards the caſt. 
We had ſeveral times to croſs the beautiful x. 


vulet, known by the name of Vai-Tomon, whit! 
enters the ſca a little to the caſtward of the tow 


ts banks were. covered with a great number 0: 


plants, among which are ſeveral ſpecics of th 


u.. | obterved on the ſurface of the brook 
the ſpecie s diſtinguiſhed by the name of the / „ 


fia teneliiy; and I adnurcd the precaution taker 
by nature for its preſervation, in diſpoſing Jond 
the ſtalk large oval tubercles, filled with wn, t 


make the plant ſwim. Thoſe veſteles are bu. 
little different from the air-bladders, with which 
moſt fiſh are ſurnithed ; only in this inftanc? 
each veſicle 13 compoled of a great number N 
ſmaller ones; becauſe otherwite they would 3 
in danger of being deſtroyed, by the hoe 8 Of 


the diffe rent bodies brought down by the ſtream 


Notwit 


Notwithſtanding the ſhade of the ſurrounding 
trees, the e/gcarpus moziggynus was covered, even 
to its loweſt branches, with fine flowers, elegantly 
figured. In thoſe ſolitary foreſts, where the ſun 
does not eaſily penetrate the thick foliage, it is 


kinds of paraſite plants, of the genus of orchydes, 
moſtly cleaving to the trunks of the largeſt trees, 
in the leaſt crowded ſpots, the tree of the gralia 
claſs, deſignated by the name of the c://onta 
iyrſiflora, adorned the foreſt with their large pal- 
mated leaves. | 


btly-purſuing inſects, I admired the agility of 
that called the flying dragon { draco volans, Linn.). 
During the greateſt heat of the day, that pretty 
animal rapidly darted from branch to branch, by 
extending two membranes in the form of wings, 
by means of which it ſuſtains itſelf for ſome time 
in the air. Nature having denied it the muſcles 
neceſſary for the vibration of this kind of wings, 
it can only ſpread them out to counteract the ra- 
pidity of its deſcent. With its hind feet it gives 
its body an impulſe, which not interfering with 


| its deſcenſive motion, ſometimes carries it for- 

E ward a few toiſes, and to a height nearly equal to 

that of the place whence 1t darted. 

In my return, I withed to take ſome branches 
22 from 
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aſtoniſhing to obſerve the vivid colours of ſeveral 


Among the great number of lizards which were 
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from the different vegetables which grew in a 


garden belonging to a native of the iſland, a 
the guides who accompanied us, apprized me o 
the danger to which they believed I would 5 
myſelf. Pointing to a little ſhed, they ſevera] 
times repeated, with an air of reſpect blended 
with fear, the word mate, before our interpreter 
could explain to us, that, by this term, which 
means a dead perſon, they meant to lignify the 
ancient poſſeflor of the garden, who lay buried 


under the little ſhed, which we ſaw. The natize. 


are perſuaded, that the ſoul of the deccaſed poſſe: 
ſors wander in the neighbourhood of ſuch places, 
in order to preſerve their products for the pre- 
ent proprietors. They belicve, that any other 
perſon who ſhould take any part of ſuch pro- 
ducts would die within the year; and to gene⸗ 
rally is this belief diffuſed, that ſeldom does ani 
inhabitant allow himſelf to touch the proper: 
of another; fo that this mate is a bugbear, whic! 


almoſt always inſures the harveſt to its legitimat! 


poſſeſſor. 


The General went on board to review the 


ſhip's company, and he procured advances fer 
them all. 


25th. My collection was lend ſo numerous 
and called tor ſo much care, that I ſpent almoſt 


the whole of the 24th in preparing them; but 
the 
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the next day Citizen Riche and I aſcended the 
er called Baton Ganto, which empties itſelf 

1to the road on the weſt fide of the town. It 
'8 - confined in a very deep. channel, excay ated by 
its current between the hills, which in many 
places are of difficult acceſs. We propoſed to aſ- 
cend as far as we 
exactly the windings of the banks; but their 


could, endeavouring to follow 


ſteepneſs obliged us to take to the channel itſelf, 
where the water was ſeldom leſs than eighteen 
inches in depth. 

We had adv anced but a few Ae when we 
met a Dutch ſailor, who had made his eſcape 
| from a large ſhip loaded with cloves, and which 
| was on the point of failing for Batavia, The 
| dread of periſhing by the contagious malady ſo 
fatal to Europcans, who remain there even for a 
very ſhort time, had made this unhappy man re- 
ſolve to conceal himſelf in the woods till the 
ihip ſhould have failed. We lamented his un- 
| fortunate ſituation ; but little did we foreſee that 
t the place which he dreaded ſo much, was to ter- 
| minate our OWN PCreg rinations. 

On the banks of this river, there grew in abun- 
dance, a new ſpecies of begonia, remarkable for 
the ſmallneſs of all its parts. 

A beautiful granite, of a fine grain, formed 
the baſe of thoſe hills. Quartz, generally very 
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white, was there in ſome caſes tinged by the green 
ſteatite, and in others | by iron, which gave it th: 
colour of ruſt, Mica was there e gate in 
a very uniform manner, and we found ſchor! d 
2 black colour, in minute ſlender fragments, 
While we were employed in collecting objec: 
of natural hiſtory, our guides took the de 
nity of providing themſelves with a repaſt of 
ſpecies of crab {cancer carinns), with which thi. 
little river abounds. Their manner of catching 
them gave us a good opinion of their inven ty. 
This crab commonly ſceks its food in the cleared 
water, which it ſlowly traverſes, but the inftam 
it 1s approached, it moves off with extreme u- 
pidity. The iſlanders, however, managed to catch 
a great number of them by the eyes. Hains 
tied to the end of a wand a horſe hair with“ 
nooſe, they render themſelves maſters of the an- 
mal by paſſing this nooſe over the baſis of the 
ſpherical part of the eye. When they miſs their 
aim, the crab ſeldom fails to return, and in the 
end is almoſt always taken. 
Having early conſumed all our proviſions, We 
hoped to find ſome natives towards the latter 
part of the day, who would ſell us ſome. It was: 
about three in the afternoon, when we advanced 
confidently towards a ſmall houſe, near the ban: 


of the river. But What was our aſtoniſhment, 
* he N, 
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when, to every thing we aſked for, we received 


no other anſwer than 7arda “ for thus the miſtreſs 


of this little habitation ſignified, that ſhe could 


not furniſh us with any of the articles which we 


defired. Yet we took great pains to aſſure her, 
that we would pay her exactly for every thing 
ſhe gave us. We were the more ſurpriſed at this 
pretended poverty, as the appearance of the na- 
tives announced abundance. In the ſcquel I learn- 
ed, that thoſe peaccable people have not always 
reaton to be ſatished with the conduct of the Eu- 


ropcans, who govern their fland. They thought 
their ſafeſt way was, not to truſt to our promiſes. 


A few glaſſes of arrack, however, and ſome trifl- 
ing matters which we diſtributed among them, at 
lait gained us their confidence. 

They invited us to fit down under a ſhed form- 
ed by an elongation of the roof of the cabin. Crabs 
caught in the little river were ſet before us in 
abundance. They roaſted for us potatoes and 
yams, and regaled us with the wine of the ſago- 
palm, lightly fermented This liquor, Which, 
when newly drawn from the tree, is called /dgour 
91 da, and aer faguero mouda, is much more a Crec- 
able than the milk of the cocoa-nut. "Thc girl 
Wio was preparing our repaſt, to a figure and ap- 
pearance extremely pleaſing, joined an air of ſin- 
cerity which gave charms to the intereſt which 
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ſhe inſpired. Having brought us ſome fruits, fl, 
immediately went and ſeated herſelf behind be. 
mother, from whence ſhe occaitonally itole a 
glance at us, to ſatisfy her curioſity. 

This frugal repaſt was not without its chars, 
To our reflections on the life of a man who un. 


dertakes long voyages, were added the pleaſing 


idea which we had formed of the happineſs of 


thoſe iſlanders, whoſe wants nature has ſupplicd 


with ſo liberal a hand. 
The conſtruction of their houſes is ada ted to 


the beauty of the climate; and the lightneſs of 
their materials renders it unneceſſary to dig their 


foundations down to the rock. 
As the inhabitants never experience ſevere 
weather, the walls are conſtructed in ſuch a man- 


ner as to allow a free paſſage to the air. They 
conſiſt of a ſort of paling, frequently formed of 


twigs of bamboo, placed very near each other. 
The cottage of our hoſt, which occupied a ſpace 
thirteen feet in length, and about ten in breadth, 


inſtead of bamboos, was wattled with the {tems 


of the ſago-tree limbs (feuilles ), which, though 
near together, left ſome intervals, through which 
the external air had free acceſs into the habita- 
tion. 


Thoſe ſtems, though very light, have a great 


.. deal of ſolidity, being covered with a very hard 


bark. 
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bark. The heart of them conſiſts of a fungous 
ſubſtance, Which the inhabitants uſe inftead of 
cCorks. 

Every part of this habitation was derived from 
the ſago- tree, even to the roof, the top of Which 


being about ten feet in height, was covered with 


the leaves ( ſolioles of that valuable tree. They 
were plaited and fixed to a pole, thus forming 
rectangles often the whole length of the houſe, 
and about eight inches in breadth, and as they 
overlapped each other, they were impenetrable 
by the hardeſt rain. 

The two ſides of the roof were inclined about 
forty-five degrees, and à part of it formed at the 
door a little thed, where the family enjoyed the 
freſh air, and where alto they dreſſed their vic- 
tuals; for, as the cottage was not furniſhed with 
a chimney, a fire would have rendered it uninha- 
bitable. . 5 

It appeared ſtrange that thoſe people, who 
loved to be at their eaſe, ſhould fleep on a ſort 
ot trellis formed of ſticks, two inches aſunder. 
This was but a hard bed, notwithitanding the 


mats with which it was covered; but it aftorded 


them the pleaſure of the freſh air, which circu- 
lated treely in the interſtices. It was elevated 
about exghteen inches above the ground, and 
below it was depoſited a part of the houſchold 
utenſils, 
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pearl-oyſters, and alſo a kind known by the nume 


axc and a large knife, in the form of a butcher' 


| chopping-k nife, called pr/fan in the Malayan lan- 


the Europeans. 


— —— — ne nccc 


* . 


7 
14.0 


utenſils, conſiſting of three earthen pots of the;, 
own manufacture, ſome ſonare bottles, which 
they had bought from the Enropcans, and ſpoons 
which they had formed of the large ſhells com. 
mon at Amboyna. Among hoſe ſhells we re. 
cogniged different ſpecies of the Naiullins, many 


of pinma re- dis. 
We obſcrycd beſides, under the be: + a pick. 


guage, They had both thoſe inſtruments from 


As the temperature of the climate render: 
cloathing unneceſſary, their wardrobe contain: 
nothing but what is ſtrictly requiſite to conceal 
the parts which decency forbids them to expolc 
tO VIEW. 

A pair of drawers, which does not reach lower 
than the middle of the thigh, or a bit of blue 
ſtuff tied round the loins, is the only cloatluing c- 
the men who are employed in agriculture. 

The dreſs of the women is naturally more c- 
penſive. They wear a kind of ſhift of the lam: 
ſtuff which deſcends to the middle of the leg, 
and is faſtened round the loins with a girdle. 

Our preſents had excited their gratitude. The 


girl, having diſappeared for a few minutes, re- 
turnes 


„„ or Sn HY Word el Wannen 3 : 
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turned to offer us ſome odoriferous flowers; but 


as ſhe wanted a ſtring to form them into noſe- 
gays, WC bad an opportunity of obſerving the 
rcadineſs, with which thoſc natives obtain a 
ſibrous ſubſtance from the baſtard. aloe, called 
gave vivipara. The maiter of the houſe ran 
out and cut a leaf of that plant, and placing it 


upon his thigh, in order to ſplit it with his large 


knife, and to tree it from the pith, he ſoon pro- 


duced a parcel of filaments, as long as the leaf, 
and as ſtrong as thoſe of our beſt hemp. 
In our return, we met a ſlave whoſe decrepi- 


tude excited our curioſity. But it was to no pur 


poſe that we aſked hin, how old he was; for he 
could not ſatisfy us in that particular, as he knew 


nothing about it. 
2 man ſhould not have counted the number of 


years which he had paſſed in ſlavery ! ! 


28th. This day I took an airing in the road, in 


{1 port!- - 


a canoe with a double outrigger. Some 


men, taking the opportunity of this rapid con- 


veyance to the eaſtward of the town, joined our 
party. We followed the right bank of the road, 
at a little diſtance from the ſhore. The water was 
o limpid as to diſcloſe to our view, at the depth of 
tirce and four fathoms, the bottom compoſed of 
white coral, on which we could perfectly diſtin- 
guih the ſpecies of ray, or thornback, remark- 
| able 


It appeared ſtrange to us, that 
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able for its large circular ſpots of azure blue, as 
well as ſeveral other fiſhes exhibiting the moft 
brilliant colours. There was a Papow on board, 
who had the addreſs to catch ſeveral of them. 
Standing in the fore part of the canoe, he darted 
his ſpear, conſiſting of a bamboo pointed with 
iron, at the fiſh which was his object. The 
ſpear, from its lightneſs, aſcended nearly in the 
fame direction; ſo that though it had pone to a 
great depth, our Papow ſeldom failed to catch tt, 
notwithſtanding the way we were making. 

When we were about 1,500 toiſes from the 
town, we admired the charming ſituation of the 
_ Governor's country houſe, at the foot of a chain 
of mountains, which terminate in a gentle dec. 
vity near the road. 

A cottage of the natives, half way up this flope 
encircled with clove and banana trees, added 
greatly to the beauty of this rural ſcene. 

The depth diminiſhed ſo much that, though 
our canoe ſcarcely drew more than cight inches 
of water, we were obliged to keep off ſhore, in 
order to avoid the rocks. | 

At the diſtance of more than 5,100 toiſes from 
the town, after paſſing ſome fiſhing boats, we 
landed on the right bank near a cottage, the 
owner of which furniſhed us with as many coco#- 
nuts as we wiſhed. Some failors who were with 

Us, 
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us, finding their liquor too ſweet, mixed with it 
as much brandy as ſuited their taſte, and we had 
the ſatisfaction of obſerving, that this potation was 
by no means diſagrecable to our hoſt. 
After this breakfaſt, each of us entered on the 
buſineſs which had brought bim thicher; and 
ue agreed to rendezvous at the place 7 we 


landed. 


For my own part, I reſolved to make an at- 


tempt on the mountains to the eaſtward. 
I followed a path very much frequented by 
the natives, leaving 1t, however, and penetrating 


into. the foreſt at every clear interval, which fa- : 
cilitated my entrance. 5 
In ſeveral places the earth had ruſhed down, 2H 
and expoſed to view the hard grey ſtone, which ht 
formed the baſes of thoſe mountains. I had alſo by 
obſerved the fame kind of ſtone on the ſhore of 9 
the road- ſtead, along which we had juſt been 
walking. | 3 | 
Among the different ſhrubs which grew on the 4 
iow lands, I obtained a very fine mixed ſpecies of 4 


the genus conyſa, remarkable for having three af 
a 


principal nerves on cach leaf, as in ſeveral ſpecies i 
of the melaſtoma. It had alſo the general appear- 1 
ance of the plants of that genus, to which I ſhould py 
have been inclined to refer it, if I had not ſeen i 
the flower. 1 

The 1 
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The phalanger of Buffon (didelþiiis oriental. 
Linn.) inhabited the foot of thoſe mountains. | 
had a near view of ſeveral of them as they rapid] 
flew paſt me. 

When I had gained about 150 toiſes of per- 
pendicular elevation, I remarked a total Change 
in the nature of the ſoil. Beds of calcareous ſtones, 
perfectly pure and white, crowned thoſe high 
grounds, which now preſented a great extent of 


* 


very level ſurfacc. 

There I law a es COT with a paling 
of bamboo, and very well cultivated, although at 
a great diſtance from any habitation. There ap- 
peared to be no poſſible means of watering it; 
yet the vegetation was very vigorous, Owing te 
the humidity of the atmoſphere in this elevate! 
ſituation. Large fields were allotted to the cu)- 
ture of the ſpecies of pimento, called che 
groſſum, of which the inhabitants of the iſland con- 
ſume a great quantity. 

A little ſhed on the weſt fide of the garden at- 
forded us its ſhelter, and in it my thirſty guide 
found a ſupply of good water in long banibee:, 
which appeared to be deſigned for tome othe: 
purpoſe. This water had been brought from the 
foot of the mountain, and we made as free with! 
as if it had been our own, 

Although 1t was very hot, they thought prope? 


+ 
0 
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to kindle a fire. I was far from foreſeeing the 
intention of thoſe people, Who, like the greateſt 


arages, took plecature in ſeeing the flames devour | 


the dry plants in the clear ſpots. Preſently one 
of my guides had the imprudence to ſet fire to a 
large buſh. The air was then very calm ; but a 
light breeze ſoon after pringing up, drove the 
James towards the garden, and 1 had the mortifi- 
cation to ſee a part of its paling conſumed, with- 
GUT being able LO ſtop the Progre 8 of the Confla⸗ 
gration. | 

The manner in wiuch thoſe natives produce 
fire, well deſerves to be deferibed. T heir method 
ts not ſo expeditious as a good f flint and ſteel ; but 
they have the advantage of finding their are 
almoſt every Where, a picce of bamboo being ſut- 
101enk, ed, | 

The following 1s the way in which they perturi: 
| They ſplit | into two equal parts, a bit of ban 
1 boo eighteen inches in length. In one of the parts 


they form a longitudinal ſlit, and cut the of! 


tapering to about an inch and a halt in breadth. 
hey put fcrapings of the ſame wood under the 
flit, and in the concavity of the largeſt Piccc. 
which they place horizontally, with the CONVEX 
ide uppermoſt ; then 3 the other piccc. 
into the middle of the ſlit, where there is a notch 
to receive it, and ſupporting it ſtrongly, they give 
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it the motion of a ſaw, and in leſs than a miny;. 
the (crapings catch fire. | 
The canarmm commune overtopped all the trees 
in thoſe elevated foreſts. TI was ſurprized to fs 
the calcareous rock naked in the midſt of thy 
extenſive woods, the rotten remains of the tres 
not having yet covered them with a {tratum of 
vegetative mould; and the rents contained no- 
thing but ſtones, which time had broken aſunder. 
Thoſe ſtones reſembled vaſt plates, of the fame 
nature with thoſe which I had many times ch- 
ferved in our Alps. Their numerous cavitics 
ſeemed to indicate, that the moſt ſoluble parts of 
them had been waſhed away by the rain. 
Having been driven from this ſpot by the ſmoke | 
of the ſpreading conflagration, I procecded t- 


— r — 2 2 


} 


wards the ſouth-weſt, where I found, in the 
midſt of the woods many individuals of the nan 
nam of the Malays (cynometra. cauliflora, Linn.), 
which they raiſe in their gardens, on account 0 
its fruit, the taſte of which approaches to that 
of a good apple, ſlightly acid. 


Having followed the banks of a riv ulet, which 


=> N 2 1 25 
— — * __ — — — 


ifcharged its waters near the place where ve 
landed, curioſity induced me to viſit a cottage {:u- 
ated near the ſea. There I found an old man, 


who, contrary to the cuſtom of thoſe inder, 
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wore a long beard. He was boiling, in 2 ige 
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earthen veſſel, ſome ſhell fiſh, which he had col- 
lected at low water, among the mangrove trees 
near his habitation. The reſpectable old man, 
without being ſurprized at my viſit, immediately 
invited me to partake of his repaſt. A long 
ſplinter of a ſago-tree limb was put into my hand, 
and I imitated my hoſt in uſing it to dig out of 
the ſhell the fiſh, which were ſet before me on a 
banana-leaf. | 

The old man's wife ſoon after joined us, and 
I ſhould have been extremely ſurprized at the 
rodigious inequality of their ages, if I had not 


learned that thoſe iſlanders place their happineſs 


in marrying very young girls. Their phyſtognomy 
becomes ſingularly animated whenever they 
| ſpeak of a young woman (in Malay, paranupouang 
| monda), and, on the other hand, it is truly di- 
verting to obſerve the frightful grimace which 
| diſcompoſes their whole countenance, when they 
| ſpeak of an old woman, (paranpouang t01a). 

3 | endeavoured to make the old man {ſenſible of 
the extreme inſalubrity of his ſituation ſo ncar 
© mangrove- trees where the ſtagnant Waters 
might affect him with violent diſorders. But I 
could not prevail on him to conſent to remove his 
cottage to a more elevated ſpot. All the anſwer 
| Which he made was, That the ſea artorded! him 
j his livelihood. 
en! A 2 The 
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The palm-tree, named ia, grew in thoſe {alt 
marſhes. Its leaves are of "ou ule in covering 
the cottages. 

The hunters had already arrived at the piace of 
rendezvous. We were all extremely thirſty ; and 
we expected to procure cocoa- nuts, with as much 
facility as when we came to the ſame place in 
the morning. But the owner of the garden was 
abſent, and there was no one in the cottage but 
his wife. It was in vain that we endeavoured to 
prevail upon her to ſell us ſome cocoa-nuts, fer 
which we would have made one of our guides 
climb the trees. She gave us to underſtand that 
ſhe had not liberty to ſell them to us. Beſides, not 
one of our guides would have dared to climb the 
trees in the abſence of the owner, and, if he 
had not come home, we ſhould have had no 
cocoa-nuts ; for he had placed among the tree: 

a mate, for which our guides ſhowed as much re- 
ſpect as for the one I have already mentioned, 
This one was alſo in the form of a little ſhed, the 
roof of which might be about twenty-ſix inches 
in height, covered with the leaves of the nipa 
palm, and ſupported by four poſts, about eighten 
inches diſtant from cach other. 

From the middle of the roof was ſuſpended by 

a rope a piece of bamboo, about eight inches in 


length, and covered With half a cocoa- nut. 8 
this 
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this bamboo were contained, as I was told, ſome 


things which had been the property of the perſon 


| who was buried under the little ſhed. I com- 


plied with their requeſt not to touch them ; for 


did not wiſh t to treat their uſages with ifre- 
ſpect. 


When 1t was near ſun- fob we went on board, 


in order to return to the town. Our Papow gave 


us freſh proots of his dexterity, by transfixing, 
while we were making conſiderable way, different 
kinds of fiſh. 

It was dark when we anived at the town. 

I was employed for moſt of the 29th, in pre- 
paring and deſcribing the objects which I had col- 
iced on the preceding day. 

One of the fruits of my excurſion was the beau- 
tiful lizard, called /acerta Amboinenſs, 75, I obſerved 
that it changed its colour like the chameleon : 
it was moſt commonly green, but it frequently 
aſſumed a deep brown. This animal 1s eaſily 
taken; for it allows one to approach it near 
enough to catch it by the extremity of the tail, 
which is of an extraordinary length. | 

In the evening I repaired to the beach, in order 
to examine the marine productions thrown on 
ſhore by the waters, and there I remained till 


night. I ſaw many fiſhermen in their canoes near 


the beach, and who, taking advantage of the dark- 
Aa? = nels, 


DO rem, _— — —— 
= — = 
— — So — = 4 7 2 

1 * 
- 4 


— Long — . — 
+= Nr 5 <1 
2 — 8 A - 
- = 2 _ 


— 


— 


. 


== — == — Pg 
2 — —ů —ů — DO 
— == E 3 

E 2. eat ae —> 


_— 


ET SEE eat * = 
—— — 


— == * 0 


=, EET Sc 
- 8 3 
— 


== 


” I 
— Sr 


SE 


2 


mn === 
A — * 
— - — ñ — 


— == ED. <a 
— — AS == 


A — — 
— ca 


- * — NE — Se a Ria 
@® ADDED en 9 wetter, re cog mr yo tre 


+ VOTAGE IN SEARCH [1799 


neſs, decoyed the fiſh by torches held near the 
_ ſurface of the water. Pieces of wood, ſupported 


by the levers of the Jouble outrigger of the canoe. 
produced a very clear flame. One of the filher- 
men attended thoſe torches, and carefully diffuſed 
their light, which it was eaſy for him to do, by 
only letting bits of the flaming wood fall into the 
water; while others were employed in encirclins 
with their nets, the fiſhes collected from afar by 
this brilliant light: we did not heſitate to con- 


clude, from what we obſerved, that thoſe iſlanders 


were very ſkilful fiſhermen. 

Very early in the morning of the 30th, we {ct 
out to ſurvey the other ſhore of the road. It 
was neceſſary for us to go about 3,000 toiſes by 
water, and this tranſit was dangerous 1n a canoe, 
whoſe outriggers were not ſufficiently ſtrong to 


preſerve the equilibrium of the veſſel, when loaded 
with ſo great a weight. We were anxious to vift 


thoſe places which we had not yet viewed ; and 
we went on board without knowing all the dan- 
ger of our enterprize. But preſently we jaw one 
of the outriggers dip under the water, when one 
of us leaned a little, and without the greateſt 
care we ſhould have been overſet. If this acci- 
dent had happened, towards the middle of the 
road, it would have been difficult, on account of 


the rapidity of the current; even for the molt ex- 
| | pert 


Ser.] OF LA PEROUSE. ' 373 


pert ſwimmer of our number, to have reached the 
ſhore. The danger diminiſhed as we approached 
the place where we withed to land. But we 
were much aſtoniſhed at the imprudence of one 
of the people belonging to the Eſperance, who, 
although he could not ſwim, and was certain of 
being drowned, if we had been overſet, ſeveral 
times deranged the equilibrium of our little veſ- 
ſl. At laſt, however, we got on ſhore. 

The coaſt was there covered with the fhrub 
called ſcvola lobelia. It delights in fach a ſitua- 
tion; and I alſo found it in New Ireland. 

At high water, the ſea waſhed the root of the 


beautiful tree whoſe. denomination, /leritiera, re- 


called the name of one of our r moſt able botaniſts, 
Citizen I Heritier, 

In proceeding weſtward I found, among the 
ſhells upon the beach, ſome lavas very porous, 
but yet too heavy to ſwim in water. As I had 
not obſerved, in the inland parts of the iſland, any 
ſtones which had been ſubjected to the action of 
fire, it ſeems reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that thoſe 
had been brought into their. preſent ſituation, by 
the waters, agitated by ſome volcanic eruption; 


for earthquakes are frequent in thoſe parts, and 


the inhabitants {till mention with dread, one, 
among others, which, twelve years before our ar 
nal! in their iſland, had been attended with great 


A d 3 de vaſta- 
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devaſtation: the houſes could not be inhabiteg 
for ſeveral days, and ſome of them were even 
overthrown. 

In the iſland of Banda, a little to als eaſtward 
of Amboyna, there is an open volcano. 

At Karuku a little iſland, alſo to the eaſt "ard 
of Amboyna, and at the diſtance of about 5.1 ag 
toiſes from it, are hot ſprings which, ar cordag 
to the accounts of ſeveral Europeans, will com- 
pletely coagulate an egg in five minutes. The | 
hot vapour which iſſues from thoſe waters docs 
not injure the trees which are continually bathed 
in it; but on the contrary they exhibit proot: of 
a vigorous vegetation. | 

This little iſland of Karuku 18 principally a al- 
lotted to the culture of the clove- tree. 

I found, in the gardens of the natives ſome nut- 
meg-trees, the largeſt of which did not excced 
twenty-two feet in height, the trunk having been 
about three inches in diameter. They already 
bore a great quantity of fruit, The nutmeg-tree 
delights in the ſhade of large trees; and theſe en- 
joyed the ſhelter of the canarium commune. The 

ſame tree affords them its ſhade, in the iſland of 
Banda, which 1s chiefly applied to their culture 
by the Dutch. OR 

The Council of the Dutch Eaſt India Com- 


— which is eſtabliſhed at Batavia, finding the 
produce 
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produce of the nutmeg plantations at Banda ſuf- 
ficient for exportation, and wiſhing, beſides, to 
prevent all contraband trade in that precious 
commodity, ordered, ſome years before we arrived 
in Amboyna, all the nutmeg-trees in that ifland 
to be deſtroyed. This order was executed, and 
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very tew of the devoted trees eſcaped deſtruction ; 1 
but a hurricane Which happened the ſame year, F 
deranged all their avaricious calculations. It 1 
compleated in Banda, the devaſtation which the * 2 A 
Council had executed at Amboyna. f A 
The fame Council afterwards iſſued orders to 0 
endeavour to repair the hayock which they had 9 
committed at Amboyna. They now wiſhed to if 
re-eſtabliſh the culture of the nutmeg there, 'H 
Hence thoſe which we ſaw near the road, are | 


{ill very young. Yet we obſerved ſeveral in the 
gardens of the town, and even oppoſite to the 


houſe of the Commander of the place, which b 1 
were much larger, having eſcaped the deſtructive Ri 
orders iſſued by the government at Batavia. | : lf 

We found the beautiful laurel, called Iaurus 1 
eulilaban, which yields, by diſtillation, an aroma of 
tic oil very much in requeſt. The natives know 1 
how to extract this precious oil, and make it an 19 
article gf commerce. A 

The largeſt clove trees which we ſaw in this F 
excurſion, were not above twenty-two feet in 17 


A2 4 height; 


N 
| 
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height ; and their trunks not above eight inches 
in thickneſs. The natives are obiged to deliver 


their produce to the Dutch Company, for about 
the hundred and fifticth part of the price for 
which it is fold in Europe. We ſaw great quan- 


titics of the cloves which the natives had ſprcad 
on mats, under their ſheds, in order to be pro- 
perly dried before being delivered to the agents of 
the Company. Thoſe people took ſpccial care 
not to expoſe them to the rays of the ſun, which 
would have diſſipated part of the eflential oil of 
that excellent aromatic. 

Being upon the beach, I heard the found of 


wind inſtruments, the harmony of which was 


ſometimes very juſt, and blended with diflonances 
by no means ditpleaſing. Thoſe fine and harmoni- 
ous ſounds ſeemed to come from ſuch a diftance, 
as to make me believe, for ſome time, that the 


natives were entertaining rhemſelves with their 


muſic, on the other fide of the road, and near 
5, 000 toutes from the place where I ſtood. My 
ear was much deceived as to the diſtance ; or! 
was not fifty toes from the inſtrument. It wes 
a bamboo, at leaſt ſixty feet in height, fixcd 1n 

vertical poiition, cloſe to the ſea. Between over) 
Joint was a hole near an inch and 2-10ths long. 
and ſomewhat above half an inch broad. 121 zel 


bales formed ſo many — which, by the 
tion 


— 
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tion of the wind emitted agreeable and varied 
ſounds. As the joints of this long bamboo were 
very aumerous, care had been taken to pierce it 
in different directions; ſo that from whatever 
point the wind blew, it always met with ſome 
holes. The ſound of this inſtrument more nearly 
reſembles that of the harmonica, than any other 
to which I can compare it. 

The experience which we had had of our ca- 
noe, in traverſing the road, had given us the hint 


to prepare it better for our return. Accordingly 


the outriggers were {trengthened, and we pro- 
| cceded towards the town, without any e 
VP tion 2s of being drowned. 

_ OcromeR 2d. Some hours of this day were 
employed in viſiting the Governor's cabinet of 
natural hiſtory, in which 1 admured a numerous 
| collection of fine papilios, 1 in perfect preſervation. 
1 I obſerved many duplicates of very rare ones, and 
a large box entirely viied with the beautiful ſpe- 
cies called papilio agamemmon. This cabinet alſo 
contained a great varicty of ſhells, among which 


were above twenty ſcalata {7urbo ſcalaris, Linn.) 


The Secretary of the Council alſo poſſeſſed 


great collections of this kind. A taſte tor procur- 
ing objects of natural hiſtory is very much diffuſed 


among the Dutch, who find it a powerful mean 


of obtaining them preferment, when they know 


how 
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how to een their acquiſitions, properly, to per- 


ſons poſſeſſing influence with the Council ar BA. 


tavia, or in Europe. 
Captain Huon obtained many rare ſhells from 


the Secretary of the Council, who gave him, 
among others, one of the moſt precious and ſcarce 


ſhells, the glazed or glaſſy nautilus, Ca nail; 
vitree ) which he has made over by will to the 


muſeum of natural hiſtory in Paris. 


3d. The next day we proceeded towards the 


entrance of the road, following the ſhore in the 
eanoe which we commonly made ule of. 


At the ſame time, the tide riſing with great 


force, produced a rapid current, particularly to- 


wards the middle of the road. Notwithſtanding 
the {kill of our paddlers, we would have gained 


nothing by ſtruggling againſt ſuch an obſtacle, 


As its force was much diminiſhed towards the 
ſhore, we kept as near it as we could, a manceurre 
which was much facilitated by the ſhallow -nels of 


our veſſel. 
i was at ſome pains in obſerving the great d- 


minution of the current towards the ſhore ; but 


I did not expect to find it fo conſiderable. The 
principal cauſe appeared to me to be the prozt- 


mity of the land, which detained the water by a 


kind of adheſion ; whereas, at a greater diſtance, 


the ſca being much deeper, its upper ſtrata, 
f by which 
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which form the current, glide with facility upon 


the lower, and thus the friction is extremely di- 
miniſned. 


While there is a very rapid current towards 


the middle of the road, there is frequently none 
cloſe to the ſhore; and ſometimes one in a con- 
trary direction, which ought to be aſcribed to 
the different points of land, protruding into the 
ſea. LS 
In a deep part, bordered by a ſandy bottom, 
we obſerved ſome fiſhing places, formed by a 
paling of bamboos ſo cloſe together, that the fiſh 
could not eſcape through it. The entrance was 
| dry at low water; ſo that the fiſhes which were 
thus encircled at high water could not get out 


when the tide had a little ſubſided. Beſides, the 


fiſhes, which commonly preter the deepeſt water, 


advanced towards the farther part of the inclo- 


ſure, where the depth, even at low water, was 
ſtill about three feet. This reſervoir impriſoned 


thoſe fiſhes which were moſt eaſily decoyed, and 


man was not the only fiſher who frequented it ; 
for we obſerved there ſeveral ſpecies of herons. 
Our preſence drove ſome of them away, but 
others ſtill remained, with their long legs deeply 
immerſed in the water, patiently waiting till the 
fiſhes came within their reach. The fiſhing mar- 


tens are alſo frequent attendants at thoſe inclo- 


ſures ; 
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ſures; ſome of them were perched upon the 
bamboos, from whence we ſaw them dart, From 
time to time, upon the fiſhes, which afforded 
them an abundant ſupply of food. 

We then haſtened to a point of land ſufficiently 
advanced into the ſea, to induce the Dutch to 
build a redoubt upon it. But they had abandoned 
this fortification, as well as another which we 
obſerved on the oppoſite ſhore nearer to the en- 
trance of the road. We went on board at a {mall 
_ diſtance from the former redoubt, and ſteered for 
the country-houſe of M. Hoffman, chief ſurgeon 
of the hoſpital, with whom we had formed an 
acquamtance. oe | 

After making a haſty . at which ſpices 
were ſerved up with a profuſion, which made us 
remember we were in the Moluccas, I went to 
view the vicinity of this habitation, where a 
marſhy ſituation afforded me, among a great 
number of other plants, the beautiful ſpecics of 
acanthus, with leaves like thoſe of holly f acanthus | 
i/ic ifolius, Linn ), and alſo its variety, with Whole 
leaves. 

We then returned 1 the redoubt, the 
form of which, on the ſide next the ſea, is ſemi- 
circular, being not more than eighty-one toiſes in 
length and fifty-one in breadth. The walls are 


above ſix feet! in 1 height, above three in thickneſs 
on 
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on the land fide, and fix towards the road, with 2 
embraſures to receive forty pieces of cannon. 3 
While I was on ſhore, Citizen Riche ſet our # 
canoe-men a diving, and they frequently brought 5 
him up very valuable marine productions. The | * 
road of Amboyna abounds with beautitul ſhells, h 1 
which are ſeldom met with elſewhere ; the moſt ö 
delicate being protected, in its numerous deep re- i 
cefles, from the motion of the waters, are often 
found in perfect preſervation. 5 9 
Our Papow proved to be not only the beſt di- 1 


ver, but the merrieſt of all our guides. His hu- F 
mour, which was truly laughable, very much di- q 
verted his comrades. He acted ſeveral ſcenes | 
of comedy, which he told us was a favourite 
amuſement among his countrymen. One of thoſe 
which he repeated the ofteneſt, becauſe it pro- 
duced general applauſe, repreſented a woman 
ready to lye in. He entertained us, when we 
were taking ſome refreſhment, with the fineſt 
part of the piece, and he ſeemed to do great juſ- 
tice to the character. ö 
Some of the inhabitants of the South Sea 
| Hands act fimilar comedies. Captain Cook, . in 
his ſecond , voyage, relates, that at the Socicty 
Iflands, he was preſent at ſuch an exhibition, 
took the opportunity, while our Papow was 
| in fo good a humour, to aſk him, What method 
. ” DT - 
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the people of his country took to ſeparate the 


5 umbilical cord? He told me, that they burnt it, 
above an inch from the body, a mode of opera- 
tion which has been practiſed by ſome ſurgeons, 


and that, for this purpoſe, the Papows employed 
a well kindled torch. 

We re- -embarked, in order to proceed farther, 
always following the ſame bank. Some of the 


erythrina corallodendron made themſelves remark- 


able by their fine bright red flowers. 
On the ſteep ſides of the hard grey rocks, Which 


formed the neighbouring ſhore, grew ſome trees 


of the vacoua (pandanus odoratifſima ), which over- 


hanging the ſea, gave thoſe places a very pic- | 


tureſque appearance. The large ſpherical fruit, 


depending from the extremities of their branches, 


increaſed their natural inclination towards the 
water, the ſurface of which was always covered 
with ripe fruit. | 

Theſe delightful ſcenes gave us reaſon to be 


pleaſed with our excurſion. Having paſſed ſome 
time there, we re-embarked, in order to advance 
ſtill nearer to the entrance of the road. 


A charming {ituation, in the vicinity of a cot- 
tage occupied by a native, induced us to go on 
ſhore. The maſter of the cottage was abſent ; 
but we tound in this peaceful habitation, a young 


woman, encircled by her children, whom ſhe was 
amuſing, 
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amuſing, with a very ſimple ſtringed inſtrument, 
which the accompanied with her agreeable voice. 
ſt was formed of a joint of bamboo, about ſix 
inches in length, covered at one end with a piece 


of parchment, like a drum. Three ſtrings of | 


bark, each of them ſtretched by a bridge, were 
fixed to the two extremities of this cylinder, 
which was placed upon the knees. The two moſt 
diſtant chords ſounded an octave, and the inter- 


mediate one a fifth with the fartheſt chord. A 


circle at each extremity, about 4-10ths of an inch 
in height, ſupported other ſtrings, intended to 
tender the inſtrument more ſonorous. Theſe 
ſtrings were more or leſs ſtretched, by a ſlider, 
which connected two and two together, and 
which could be moved at pleaſure, through al- 
moſt whote length, as in our drums. A little ſlip 


of bamboo bark, put the chords ſupported by the 


bridges into vibration. The accompaniment, al- 
though monotonous, ſeemed infinitely pleaſing 
to our guides, whoſe cars were accuſtomed to 
this ſpecies of muſic. 

This habitation was encircled with nutmeg- 


trees, not far advanced in growth, but already 
well proportioned ; although at Amboyna, their 
culture is not generally reliſhed. The vicinity 


formed x beautiful orchard, in SEE the brilliant 
Lowers of the ergenia malaccenfis attracted our ac- 
| miration ; : 
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miration ; and there we alſo partook of the agree. 
ably acid fruit of the averr/oa carambolg. 

The ſhore was embeliithed, almoſt to the edge 
of the water, by a large plantation of the ſpecies 
of tree called a efchunomene grandiflora, which bears 
the largeſt flower oi all the leguminous plants, 
and which 1s commonly of a beautiful white, but 
alſo ſometimes red. The natives frequently eat 

it boiled, and in ſomè caſcs they uſe it raw, by 
way of a ſallad. 

The bark of this tree yields a bitter extract, 
which they adminiſter as a tonic in ſevers. 
The day was drawing to a cloſe, and the cur- 
rent ſet againſt us. We were theretore obliged 
to keep cloſe in ſhore, and it was night before We 
got back to the town. 

4th. As ſoon as [ had diſpoſed, i in the moſt 
convenient manner, the produce of my laſt ex- 
curſions, I went towards the ſouth-eaſt, to a little 

diſtance from the town, and I {till found plants 
to add to my collections. At my return, I ſaw a 
white negro, of Papow origin. His hair was white, 
and his ſkin fair, and marked in ſome places with 
red, like thoſe of the red-haired Europeans ; but 
his fight was not weak, as it commonly is in other 
Albinoes. 5 

This young Papow, Was a flave to a Dutch- 


man, and had been but a ſhort time at Amboyna. 
|, 3 Where 
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When I firſt caſt my eyes on him, he was playing 


on an inſtrument, which I was Band to ſee 


among thoſe people: it was a jew s harp, cut out 
of the hardeſt part of a bamboo, but was not 
quite ſo large as the iron ones which we uſe. As 
the tongue of 1t could not be bent, to make it 
vibrate with the fingers, a little ſtring tied to one 
of the extremities of the inſtrument communi- 
cated the impulſe neceflary to agitate the tongue, 
which then gave the ſame ſound as the iron blades 
of our jew's harps. I was told that this inſtrument 
was very agreeable to the Papows. 

5th. We had, for ſome days, formed the deſign 
of viſiting the country houſe belonging to the 
Commander of the place, ſituated near the fartheſt 
end of the road; and his ſon favoured us with his 
company 
We ſet off before l and it was Gungly 


hve o clock, before we were ſeated in our canoes. 


We ſoon arrived under a ſhed, ſurrounded with 


trees, which afforded a ſalutary protection from 


the ſcorching heat ; and they were by no means 
a vain decoration to this delighttul retreat, for 


moit of them bore excellent fruit. Among the 
different anonas which were offered to us, the 
beſt was of the ſpecies known by the name of 
anona muricata. 


In a little time, we re-embarked, and we were 
Vor. I. Bb near 
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near 5,000 toiſes from the town, when we paſſed 


a point of land, beyond which the road extends 
itſelf greatly towards the north. 


A freſh breeze from the ſouth- eaſt impeded our 
progreſs, and drove the waves againſt our flight 


veſſel, which proved very inconvenient. 


At the ſame time, a large boat, loaded with 
water for the Eſperance, came out of the creck, 
into which runs a river which affords that article 
to the ſhipping. They bring the water from that 
great diſtance, becauſe it is much more eaſily ob- 
tained there than near the town, where, howey er, 
the water is alſo very good. 

The current occaſioned by the return of the 
tide oppoſed our courſe; but our boatmen re- 
doubled their efforts, and we at laſt reached the 
end of that long branch of the road. 

We walked for ſome time under the ſhade of 
nutmeg trees, which, as well as the young plants, 
were much more numerous there, than in any 
other part of the country which we had hitherto 
viſited. 


The Commander's ſon was here in the midf 


of his relations. We were near the houſe of one 


of his couſins, who was a native of the iſland; 


and there we behoved to dine after their manner. 
Fiſh, bread, ſago, rice, and ſome fruits, formed 


our repaſt. As we. were not ſerved with ſpoons, 
1 Os we 
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we were obliged to imitate our hoſt by taking 
up the victuals with our fingers; but we did not 
eat the leſs on that account, nor with a worſe ap- 
petite. 
All of us reconciled ourſelves very well to bread 
made of ſago; the fiſh was ſtrongly ſeaſoned with 
pimento, but ſome glaſſes of the water of the 
fago-tree diminiſhed the violence of its effects. 
While we ſat at dinner, we were entertained 
with muſic. A kind of ſpinet was accompanied 
by a man's voice; a drum ſerved as a baſe, and 
à tamtam as a counter-baſe. 
After dinner our hoſt carried us in his canoe 
out 500 toiſes towards the eaſt. 
There we ſaw a man employed in preparing a 
ſago-tree. This tree, which was about eighteen 
inches in thickneſs, had been cut down a little 
time before. It was already opened for a part of 
its length, the whole of which did not exceed 
forty feet, and it had afforded a great deal of ſago. 
This palm, like the other trees of this genus, 
preſerving nearly the ſame diameter for its whole 
length, yields nearly as much ſago towards the 
top of the trunk as towards the root. (Fig. A. 
Plate xlii, is an exact figure of a young ſago tree.) 
The external part of its trunk is formed of a very 
hard ligneous ſhell or cruſt, four lines and a half 
B b 2 in 
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in thickneſs. The trunk is a large cylinder filled 
with pith, which is interſperſed, through the 
whole length of the trunk, with ligneous fibres, 
about the thirteen-thouſandth part of an inch in 
thickneſs, and often above two lines diſtant from 
each other. 
— They pound the ſago after taking it out of the 
tree; they then put it into bags made of a ſort 
of canvas, furniſhed by the baſes of the limbs of | 
the cocoa-nut tree. On thoſe bags they throw, 
from time to time, pure water, which carries off | 
the faculz (or ſediment), while this kind of ſcarce, 
or ſtrainer, partly retains the woody fibres. 

The water repleniſhed with the fæculæ is re- 
ceived into troughs, about three feet in length, 
formed of the lower part of the limbs of the fago | 
tree, On the end of each trough they faſten a 
ſtrainer, to retain that part of the fæculæ which 
has ſubſided, and the ligneous fibres which have | 
eſcaped the firſt waſhing, ſwim on the water. 
This laſt ſtrainer required no preparation: it 
was of the ſame nature with the other; both 
being a fibrous contexture, which differs from our | 
ſtuffs in this, that its component fibres are ſimply 4 
applicd, and run: parallel to each other through- 
out the whole length; but ſome ſhort lateral 
fibres, which traverſe the longitudinal ones, bind 
them | 
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them together, and form a firm contexture of the 
| whole.* | 


To clear the fæculæ of the ſago of the ligne- 


ous fibres which {till remain, after having been 
waſhed in the ſacks or bags, it is again put into 
troughs, commonly four in number, and arranged, 


one higher than the other; ſo that what is not 
depoſited in the firſt, may be received into the 


ſecond, and ſo on. | 

The texture of the ſago tree well deſerves exa- 
mination, and therefore I diſſected the trunk of 
one, in which Iobſerved the conformation of parts 
common to many other ſpecies of palms, as Citi- 
zen Desfontaines has ſo well deſeribed, in a me- 
moir on plants with ſeminal leaves. 

6th and 7th. I could not go any great diſtance 
from the town on the two following days, on ac- 
count of the aſſiduous care neceſſary to preſerve 
my collections. An intelligent aſſiſtant to each 
naturaliſt, would have ſaved that precious time, 


* The reader will obſerve, that the kind of ſearce here 
_ Ceſcribed, is merely a natural production, which is not over 
plainly intimated by the Author. They are commonly called 
by the Engliſh cocoa-nut ſtrainers. They reſemble frag- 
ments of very coarſe brown linen, but are not ſo pliable. If 
Irightly remember, they are from two to three feet in length, 

and where broadeſt, which is about the middle, from a foot 
to about fifteen inches in breadth. —T' ranſlater. 
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which ſhould have been Cy" to a much 


better purpoſe, 


sth. But this day, light had Wel) appeared, 
when we were upon the road. In crofling it we 
directed our courſe towards its entrance, and very 
n-:irly approached a redoubt, about 5,000 toiſes 
diſtant from the town. In that place, the road 


was at leaſt 3,500 toiſes in breadth ; ſo that an 


enemy had nothing more to fear from this bat- 
tery, than from the firſt which I have deſcribed, 


This is conſtructed exactly in the ſame manner; 


but it is ſituated nearer to the entrance of the 

road. | 
Near this ſpot was a hamlet, compoſed of ſome 

cottages, the neatneſs of which indicated the eaſy 


circumſtances of the inhabitants. The ſea ſup- 
plied them copiouſly with food, and moſt of the 


houſes were encircled with well cultivated gar- 
dens. 
Some of thoſe iſlanders miſed fowls, and dit. 


poſed of them at the market in the town. We 
accepted the invitation of one of thoſe honeſt peo- 


ple, who inſiſted on 85 us with new laid 


| eggs. 


Moſt of the gardens were ſurrounded with 


ſhrubs, among which we diſtinguiſhed the Ja- 


troplia curcas, which being planted cloſe together, 
formed 
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ſormed a good fence. Its ſeeds have a very agree- 
able taſte, reſembling that of the hazle- nut. The 
natives apprized us, that, when eaten even in a 
{mall quantity, they induced great drowſineſs. 
They did not know that the narcotic quality re- 
ſides in the part, known to the botaniſts by the 


name of the embryo; and J had the pleaſure of 


ſhowing them, that, when this part is removed, 


the kernel may be eaten, without any inconve- 


3 farther into the country, We ob- 


ſerved ſome individuals of the arnotto, bira orel- 


Jana, which were cultivated with little care. 


When we had reached the entrance of the road, 
we ſaw at a diſtance ſeveral large canoes {triving 
to make it, and ſome others which had nearly 
gained that object. 


Our little canoe had arrived at the place of : 


rendezvous, when the boiſterous tide raiſed was es, 
which did not a little embarraſs the 1tueſman ; 
the ſea being at the ſame time very much broken. 
It was, in ſhort, abſolutely neceſſary for us to wait 
till it was calmed, before we could go on board, in 
order to proceed to the other ſide of the road, 
which was the moſt diſtant excurſion we had hi- 
therto made. 
For ſome time we kept along the ſhore, in 
order that we might the more eaſily oppoſe the 

„ ©. 
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tide, and compenſate the lee- way, which WAS oc- 
caſioned by the force of the current. Near the 
extremity of the road, a great number of dolphins 
{ delphinus delpſiis), darting rapidly through the 
water, paſſed us at. ſo ſmall a diſtance, as to make 
ſuch of us as could not ſwim, ſeriouſly afraid that 
ve ſhould be overſet. 

We immediately landed near a little habita- 
tion, ſituated near one of the fineſt _ ot the 
land. 

The fiſhermen on the other fide had det 
us abundantly with their article, which one of 
our number had a mind to dreis, atter the faihion 
of the inhabitants of the South Sea Iſlands, who 
uſe the milk of the cocoa- nut as their only ſauce. 
To this diſh, ſo much praiſed by Captain Cook, 
he made an addition of pimento. V/e had che 
ſatisfaction to obſerve, that this compoſition was 
extremely agreeable to our hoſts, to whom it was 
unknown; and they cheerfully furniſhed our 
guides with every thing neceſſary to ſucceed com- 
pPleatly in preparing it. He who gave directions 
for the compoſition of this excellent meſs, ac- 
quired among the inhabitants the reputation of 
being a very good cook; and we were much di- 
verted by their perpetually aſking us, if he was 
not the chief cook on board of our ſhip. 

In the vicinity of this cottage, 1 admired thc 

beauties 
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beauties of the ſhrub, known by the name of 
abroma augufla. The hedyſarum umbellatum made 
a diſtinguiſhed figure, amidſt ſeveral new ſpecies 


of the ſame genus. The nutmeg-trees invited to 


this ſpot pigeons, of the Dede columba alba, 
Linn. The crops of thoſe which we killed were 


fall of nutmegs. 


The exceflive e occaſioned by the 


heat of the climate, often induce cutaneous diſ- 
eaſes. The bodies of five of our hoſts were co- 
vered with dry tetters, the ſcales of which falling 


of, were immediately ſucceeded by freſh ones, 
and appeared the more conſpicuous, on account 


of the colour being a contraſt to the copper tint 
of their ſkins. This malady frequently invades 


every part of the body. We alſo ſaw ſome chil- 


dren, who vere affected by another cutaneous diſ- 
order, from which they did not appear to ſuffer 
any pain: almoſt the whole ot their bodies were 


covered with large warts, not much more than an 


inch diſtant from each other. 

I ſeldom viſited a cottage at Amboyna, in 
which I did not find inſtruments of muſic; and 
met with one here, which I never ſaw any 
where elſe. It was a ſort of hautboy, the lower 
extremity of which terminated in two diverging 


branches pierced with holes'in the ſame order in 


cach, and thus forming two flutes, both ſounding 
the 
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the ſame notes. The natives love to play in uni- 
ſon, and apply one hand to each branch. 
| 1 returned to the town, in a dark night, when 
the water in the road, preſented to my view col. 
lections of little bodies, which illuminated large 
portions of the ſurface. The water which J took 
up in the moſt luminous parts, left on the filtre, 
through which they were paſled, little molecules 
which differed in no reſpect from thoſe which I 
had already examined, before our arrival at the 
Cape of Good Hope, and in other places, at a 
great diſtance from land. We made the land 
near the town, at the moment of high water, 
and were obliged to wade, more than 150 toiſes, 
through the water, which was ſo ſhallow as not 
to admit our canoes to come near enough the 
ſhore to land us. The fiſhermen were kindling 
their fires to decoy the fiſh, which the tide had 
brought thither in ſuch numbers, that we ſaw 
their nets filled with them. T 
9th and 10th. The two next days were cm- 
ployed in viewing the vicinity of the town. I was 
ſurprized to find in ſo ſmall an iſland, ſo many 
different ſpecies of vegetables ; but doubtleſs its 
proximity to Ceram had enriched it with part of 
the plants of that extenſive iſland. | 
In the evening, the Governor gave an enter- 


tainment, this having been the anniverſary of one 
| of 
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of his ſons, who was in Europe finiſhing his edu- 
cation. All the naturaliſts were invited, and we 
made our appearance at the Government-houſe, 
an hour after ſun- ſet. As the coolneſs of the at- 
moſphere was not then inconſiſtent with danc- 


ing, the ball had already begun, and ſeveral coun- 


try dances were formed in the great ſaloon, in 

which the Governor received us, on our firſt viſit 

along with General Dentrecaſteaux. 
This ſaloon was a kind of gallery, which was 


decorated with ſome engravings, and a few very 


indifferent pictures, placed at a great diſtance 
from each other. The walls were only plaſtered 
with ſome coats of lime ; although it would not 
have been difficult to have adorned them with 
fine wainſcotting at a ſmall expence; as the 
iſland produces ſeveral kinds of wood proper for 
inlaid work.“ 2 


* The number of ſcorpions and ſolopendræ (or forty- 
legs) before obſerved to have been brought on board with 
the wood taken in at Carteret harbour, might have ſug- 
geſted to the Author, that wainſcotting only ſerves as an 
aſylum to thoſe and other vile inſects, which ſwarm in moſt 


tropical countries. For the ſame reaſon, a great number of 


prints and pictures are inconvenient, and it is ſcarcely poſſi- 
ble to preſerve paper from the attacks and the excrements of 
inſets. Plain painting and white-waſhing are almoſt the 
only decorations, which the inſides of houſes conveniently 
admit in thoſe climates ; as the Author would have diſco- 
vered, if he had continued to reſide in them, —Tran/la:or. 
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Almoſt all the daughters of the Company's 
ſervants were at the ball. The heat of the clime 
certainly forbade all violent motion ; yet we were 
ſurprized to ſee the young ladies dance in a man- 

ner ſo very unfavourable to the diſplay of their 
graces. They contented themſelves with walking 
ſlowly, ſcarcely obſerving the figures, and their 

ſupine air formed a ſtrong contraſt with the ex- 
treme quickneſs, which the compoſer had given 
to the country dances which they performed. 
The orcheſtra conſiſted of four negroes, who 
played on the violin, and another who performed 
on the baſs. | 
The ball was hated by” a ſplendid ſupper, 
which was ſerved up in the ſame apartment. 

From the ſmall number preſent at half an hour 

paſt nine, I ſuppoſed that the party at ſupper 


would not be numerous; but the greater part of 


the gueſts, not caring for the dance, did not come 
till about ten at night. 1 

Gaiety prevailed at this entertainment, which 
laſted a good part of the night; and the dancing 

was reſumed, and continued till ſun- riſe. 
We were ſurprized that we had not the com- 

pany of M. Strampfer, one of the miniſters of 
the Proteſtant perſuaſion, who had received us 
ſo kindly ; but we ſoon learned that he had lately | 
incurred the diſpleaſure of the Governor, becauſe 
ſorſooth, 
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forſooth, after having diligently attended to the 
education of that gentleman's children, for ſe- 
veral years, the poor man had requeſted pay- 
ment! It might well be ſuppoſed, that the 
boaſted honour of having educated the children 
of the Governor, was a compenſation not quite 
ſufficient for a man who had a family of his own ; 
but he could obtain nothing more!! 

11th. I employed a part of this day, in ſur- 
reying the beauties of . ſeveral gardens, and 


among the plants which adorned them, I obſerved. 


the Chineſe box-tree, murraya exotica, which 


formed very fine avenues, alſo the mixed car- 
manthine, 71/titia variegata, and the variegated | 
turnſole, croton variegatum, ſo remarkable for the 


beauty of their flowers and their foliage. 
The lawſonia mermis, called by the natives, 


boungnia Jaca, is employed as on the continent of 


Aſia, to ſtain certain parts of the body, and par- 
ticularly the extremities of the fingers. The 
Chineſe make the moſt uſe of this article. 


Soon afterwards I came to a cottage, ſur- 


rounded with a great number of cocoa-nuts, ſuſ- 


pended from the leaves of the roof, and from 


the adjoining trees. The owner of this cabin, 
pointing to his numerous family, told me that 
he was preparing to make a large plantation of 
cocoa-nut trees. Moſt of thoſe nuts had ger- 


minated, 
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boyna approached, I ſent on board the collections, 
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minated, and he ſaid that the plants mutt be 
about eighteen inches in height, before they were 
committed to the earth, aſſuring me that, but 
for this precaution, many of them would rot, 
without ſpringing up. : 

As the moment of our departure: from Am- 


which I had made in that charming iſland, and 
on the 13th I followed them 1n perſon. 

14th. The expreſs orders, which had been if. 
ſued the evening before, for every one belonging 
to the expedition to repair on board the frigates, 
made us ſuppoſe that every thing was ready for 
our departure, and that nothing but contrary 
winds could prevent us from 1 A part, 
however, of the water, which had been con- 
ſumed while we lay at anchor, ſtill remained to 
be replaced ; and, as this buſineſs was not finiſhed 
till the afternoon, we could not take our depar- 
ture till the next day. 
I be people belonging to the ſhips were very 
well ſatisfied with this relaxation. They had cn- 
joyed as much leiſure as they could deſire, and | 
flaves had even been employed to bring on board | 
our complement of wood and water, in the large 
ſhallops which they call n;. 
Du p had been caulked, and having been 
ſuryeyed, 
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ſurveyed with ſcrupulous attention, was found to 
be generally 1 in good condition. 

The ifland of Amboyna, called Ambon by the 
natives, was then the Dutch government in In- 
dia, which ranked next to the general one of 
Batavia. 


The latitude of the labs of the obfervatory, 


towards the weſtern extremity of the town, was 


found to be 3“ 41“ 40" S. and its longitude 


1200 gf E. 

The variation of the compaſs there, was 1 13/ 
20 W. 

A flat dipping needle gave 30 of inclination. 

Although the heat was oppreſſive, the ther- 
mometer varied regularly every day, n from 
229 to 25. | 

: "The' barometer kept conſtantly at 28 inches 
two lines, its variation not exceeding one line. 

At the place where we lay at anchor, the time 
of high water, at the full and change of the 
moon, was at half an hour paſt twelve at noon, 
and the water roſe about cight feet. The Wales 
take place twice a day. | 
The road of Amboyna forms a chal about 
10,200 toiſes in length, and its mean breadth is 


about 3,400 toiſes. In many places, towards the 


lides, there is good anchorage, notwithſtanding 
that the bottom, in ſome ſituations, is coral. 
About 
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About the middle, the ien is too great for 
anchoring. 


The fort, which is called Vitory Fort is built 
with bticks, -and the Governor and ſome of the 


members of the council reſide in it. It Was 


then falling into ruin, and from every gun which 
was fired, it ſuſtained ſome damage. 

The garriſon was compoſed of about two 
hundred men; the greater part of them natives 


of the iſland ; the reſt were European ſoldiers in 
the Company's ſervice, and a weak detachment 


of the regiment of Wirtemberg. 
Moſt of the European ſoldiers were tormented 
with the deſire of reviſiting their native country ; 


but none of them had yet ſeen the happy mo- 
ment of return. Some who had been amuſed 
with this vain hope, for many years, were a ſource 


ot dejection: to the reſt. 
The ſmall number of ſoldiers who ſurvive any 


long refidence | in India, renders thoſe who have 


paſled ſome years there, {till more valuable; and 
hence the Dutch Eaſt India Company ſeldom 


fulfil their promiſe to allow the men, whoſe time 
is expired, to return to Europe. Every method 
3s tried, in order to induce them to make a treſh 


engagement; and they who carefully avoid every 


ſtipulation, which can tend to prolong their 
Eonfinement in the iſland, do not the ſooner ob- 
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Min their liberty. I have met ſome of thoſe un- 
happy men who had been detained in the iſland 
more than twenty years; although, in conformity 
with the ternis of their agreement, they N to 
have been then free. 

The Iſland of Amboyna | is divided into ſeveral 
diſtricts, which in many places, form ſo many 
rillages, called nygri, The command of each 
nygri is conferred on a native, who is decorated . 
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with the title of orancaye. This mani, to whom 
the police of his little canton 18 entruſted, is him- 
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{elf altogether ſubordinate to the Dutch govern- 1005 
| NE. 5 4a 25 | | WG! 
ment, to whom all weighty caſes are referred. Ws 
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The Dutch commonly chuſe for orancayes, na- 
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tives who profeſs the Proteſtant religion, prefer- 
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ting the ancient chiefs, or their neareſt relations, j 
and above all thoſe who are richeſt. 1 

Fach of thoſe orancayes has the government of i 
about one hundred natives. Ihe Dutch Com-: 9 
pany, when they inveſt them with their autho- | 
ity, preſent them with a ſilver-hilted ſword. n 
Thoſe chiefs are cloathed in the European tile, ſt 
al in black, and they wear three-cocked hats, j 
very much pointed and depreſſed. Of this dreſs | 
of ceremony, ſhoes form a part, which they wear i 
When they are obliged to appear in public, or in 0 
the preſence of their Dutch fuperiors. 1 

The title orancaye is compounded of two Ma- iſ 
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layan words oran kaya, the literal tranſlation of 
which is, a rich man. 
"THC dignity of orancaye, 18 by no means an 


empty title: it gives thoſe petty chiefs the means 
of making their fortune, which they ſeldom fail 


to do, although very vexatiouſly to thoſe who are 
_ ſubjected to them; for when raiſing contributions 
on the poor Amboynians, on account of the 
agents of the Company, they take care not to ne- 
glect their own intereſts. It nevertheleſs happens 
ſometimes, that their fortunes decline faſter than 


they increaſed, when the agents of the Company 


find the means of turning the avarice of the oran- 
cayes to their oven advantage. 


The inhabitants of Amboy ok the Me 
layan language, which is very ſoft. Its analogy 


with the language ſpoken in the South Sea Iſlands, 
has induced me to preſent the reader, at the end 
of the ſecond volume, with a very copious voca- 


bulary, which I collected at Amboyna and in the 


iſland of Java, where I remained a long time, at 
the cloſe of this expedition. 

The uſe of betel has been eſtabliſhed among 
holt people, time immemorial. They take 
ſome young leaves of the pepper tree called pier 
ftriboa, in Malay fri, and having covered them 
with a little very fine lime, made of burnt ſhells, 


and newly ilaked, they chew them with the arcc- 
| | nut, 
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nut. Some of them always continue this amuſe- 
ment, except when they are eating or ſleeping. 
I was much ſurprized that, notwithſtanding their 


inceſſant uſe of lime, thoſe people had in general 


very ſound teeth. They become, however, of a 
blackiſh colour, which penetrates the enamel 


without diminiſhing its polith. They are in the 


practice of cleaning them frequently with a 
powder which is not very far fetched; for it 
conſiſts merely of a calcareous ſtone of moderate 
hardneſs, which they pound between two pieces 
of hard grey ſtone. They alſo uſe a ſmall quan- 
tity of this laſt ſtone, to rub the external part 
of their inciſive teeth. 


Thoſe people, not content with chewing the 


betel, import from Malacca an extract of a bitter 
plant, known by the name : of gamber, which they 


uſe for maſtication. 
Mountains of moderate elevation cover Am- 


boyna, and PRAC the eaſtern part of that 


iſland. 


The coffee which they gather appeared to us 
inferior to that of the Ifles of France and of the 


 Re-union. Beſides, the Dutch ſettled in the 


Moluccas, are very careleſs in its preparation. 
Their domeſtics are in the practice of ſubjecting 
it to a degree of torrefaction, Which almoſt re- 
duces it to a cinder, in order that they may have 
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the leſs trouble in pounding it, with the wooden 
peſtles and mortars, which are the only machines 
they uſe for this purpoſe... 

The greater part of the marſhy grounds are al- 
hited to the cultivation of the ſago tree, which 
furniſhes the inhabitants with wholefme food, 
It forms an article of their ſea-ſtores for long 
voyages, as does alfo the Canary almond, w Kh 
they. dry for preſervation.” That almond has like- 
wife very agreeable taſte when newly gathered. 

The rice conſumed at Amboyna is not the pro- 
duce of that iſland. Yet it would ſucceed well, 
on moſt of the lowlands, where the water which 
iſſues from the baſes of the mountains, preſent: 
very convenient fituations for its culture. But 
the Dutch Eaſt India Company has prohibited 
the application of the land to this article; be- 
cauſe the purchaſe of it drains from the iſland 
the ff Decie paid by the Company for cloves. Thus 
thoſe monopohits prevent the accumulation of 
ready money, and procure, at a very moderate 
rate, the produce of the labour of the inhabitants. 
Beſides, as rice 18 much uſed by perſons in tole- 
rable circumſtances, it is found to be a branch 0! 
lucrative commerce to the Company's agents, 
who import it chiefly from the iſland of Java. 

By ſuch mcans that Government, excluſively 


conſulting its own intereſts, cramps the induſtry 
| | ot 


— 
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of the natives, by obliging them to abandon, ſo 
to ſpeak, every ſort of cultivation, OO thoſe 
of cloves and nutmegs. 

The Dutch alſo take care to mit the cultiva- 
tion of ſpices, 1 in order that the quantity produced 
may not much exceed the ordinary demand, 
Thoſe meaſures, though deſtructive of all activity, 
are, however, well ſuited to the ſupine diſpo- 
ſition of thoſe people. 

Many farinaceous roots, and a variety of trees, 
afford them abundant ſupplies of food, almoſt 
without cultivation; as if nature had thus in- 
tended to compenſate man, for the inactivity to 
which ſhe ſeems to haye condemned him, in ſo 
ſultry a climate. 

Engrafting would doubtleſs eines to im- 
prove the various fruits produced in this iſland ; 
but no perſon, even among the Europeans, has 
yet ſucceeded in that experiment; for they have 
Aways allowed the joint to dry, before the circu- 
ation of the ſap was fairly eſtabliſhed between the 
dock and the ſcion. It would, however, have 
been caſy to prevent that accident by keeping the 
part in a ſuitable ſtate of moiſture, till the N 
tion was fairly formed. | 

The European kinds of pulſe. are but little 
adapted to the heat of the climate. 

A very ſmall banana; called -pi/ong radia, is 

GCE looked 
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Wobed upan as the beft kind. Next to the le 


and the mango, it appeared to me the beſt fruit 


in Amboyna. They have ſeveral ſpecies of the 


litchi, among which ought to be reckoned the 


neplielium lappaceum, or the ramb-outan of the 
Malays. Thoſe celebrated botaniſts, Linnzus, 
Juſheu and Gartner, were miſtaken in the claſ- 
fication of that genus ; doubtleſs, becauſe they 


had not an opportunity of examining its parts of 


fructification, in a ſtate of perfection. 

Linnæus has clafſed it among the cuphorbia, 
Juſſicu among the compoſites, and Gertner 
among the amentacez ; but it evidently belongs 


to the tribe of ſoap-berry trees ( Sapindus When 
aria, Linn.). 


The ſame reſtrictive ſyſtem, which we experi- 


enced at the Cape of Good Hope, alſo preveils at 
Amboyna. In order to prevent any augmenta- 


tion in the price of commodities, the Company 
undertook to furniſh us with proviſions ; and gave | 


the natives a trifling price, tor articles which they 


ſold to us at a very great advance. 


ne Dutch have transformed a cuſtom till 
more .pernicious into a law, which authorizcs 
the chiefs employed by the Company to take 
from the natives, without any payment, the pro- 
viſions neceſſary for their daily conſumption. 
Nothing can be imagined more oppreſſive than 


this ; 
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this arbitrary contribution. The moſt laborious 
man, like the moſt lazy, is almoſt ſure of being 
ſtripped of every thing but a ſcanty ſubſiſtence. 
Hence moſt of the natives content themſelves 
with the eaſieſt ſpecies of cultivation, paſſing in 
idleneſs that time which, under a different go- 
vernment, they might have employed 1 in placing 
themſelves in eaſy circumſtances. 

The fiſcal, who ſuperintends the police, com- 
pleats the oppreſſion of the inhabitants. That 
officer has the power of impoſing, for his own 
benefit, pecuniary fines, which he fixes according 
to the meaſure of his own rapacity, and the cir- 
cumſtances of the natives, whom he is often pleaſ- 
ed to find guilty, when they have not commit- 
ted the ſlighteſt offence! ! A Mr. McKay, how- 
ever, then exerciſed that office in a manner very 
different from that of moſt of his predeceſſors. 
The inhabitants very much extolled his huma- 
nity, which was the more praiſc-worthy, as he 
had it in his power to do them every poſſible miſ- 
chief with impunity. That brave man told us, 
that he preferred mediocrity of fortune to riches 
obtained by ſuch means. Mr. M Kay, when ex- 
plaining to us one day the prerogatives of his of- 
fice, informed us that ſome of our ſailors had 
cauſed a riot, at an unſeaſonable hour of the night, 
in the houſe of a very rich Chineſe, who told 

e arrack 
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arrack and other ſpirituous liquors; adding, with 
much frankneſs, that the powers with which he 
was inveſted entitled him to extort a large ſum 
from the Chineſe, by way of fine, and to convert 


it to his own uſe. Others, ſaid he, would not 


have ſcrupled to have availed themſelves of ſuch 
an opportunity; but I never had occaſion to re- 
pent of my moderation. 

The clove is the principal article of produce at 
Amboyna, and ſeveral little iſlands to the caſt. 
ward of it, where it ſucceeds extremely well. The 
Dutch have placed reſidents there, to prevent the 
exportation of that precious commodity. 

The nature of the foil of Banda appeared to m 
more tavourable to the cultivation of nutmegs 
than that of Amboyna; for it 1s generally acknow- 
ledged that the nutmegs of the latter iſland are 

inferior to thoſe of the former. 

Nutmeg- -trees and clove-trees were formerly 
diffuſed over tne ulands of Ternate, Tidor, Ma- 
kian, &c. in much greater abundance than in Am- 
boyna and Banda; but the Dutch, determined tc 
appropriate to themſelves the excluſive benefit of 
thoſe precious trees, obliged the chiels of the firit- 
mentioned itlands to deſtroy the plantations of 
them. Their agents, who reſide there, make ver) 
rigorous viſitations, in order to ſee this order exc- 
cuted; ; and thoſe articles are only cultiv ated at 

Amboyna, 
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Amboyna, and the other iſlands immediately de- 


pendent on the Company, where they can exer- 


ciſe continual vigilance. This inquiſition, im- 


poſed by Dutch avarice, 1s very much fruſtrated 
by the birds, which convey to the neighbouring 


lands the ſeeds of the ſpice- trees from thoſe 


| ler they are cultivated, This circumſtance 


made the Company reſolve to ſettle reſidents in 
thoſe iſlands, whoſe principal buſineſs it is, con- 


tinually to ſearch tor and deſtroy all the young 


ſpice- -trees they can meet with. But it alſo often 
happens that the ſeeds are dropped in ſituations ſo 
precipitous, as to eſcape the molt active vigilance. 

The ſlaves introduced into tne Moluccas, are 
chiefly brought from Macaſſar and Ceram, The 


women of Macaſſar are generally of a middling 


ſtature, and have agreeable features. Their hair 


is not criſped; and their complexion, though ſtill 


more yellow than that of European women la- 
bouring under the chlorofis, yet procures them, 
from the natives of the Moluccas, the name of 
white women, paranpouaug poutt. ; 

Before the Dutch eſtablithed the ſlave- trade, 


the iſlanders of Ceram were in the barbarous 


2 ractice of devouring their priſoners of war. It 
3 melancholy to learn that they have abandoned 
that atrocious cuſtom, only becauſe they turn 
their captives to. better account by ſelling them. 
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If this change of ſyſtem has been attended with 
an apparent good, 1t muſt alſo give riſe to more 
frequent wars. Man muſt indced have ſunk to 
extreme degradation, when the introduction of 
flavery becomes inſtrumental to his civilization! 
This, however, may be ſaid of a people who were 
formerly cannibals. 

The Dutch ſettled in the Moluccas, fprak the 
Malayan language to their flaves ; taking ſpecial 
care not to teach them their own mother-tongue, 
leſt the ſlaves ſhould underſtand their « conv erlation 
among themſelves. 

As ſoon as the Dutch had ſecured the alin 
commerce of the Moluccas, they endeavoured to 

aſcertain the population of thoſe iſlands, and, by 
_ exaggeration in that particular, in order to convey 


a great idea of the ſubjugated country, they ſtated 


it at 150,000 ſouls, which, according to univerſal 


opinion, and the moſt recent eſtimates, is double 
the number of people in the Moluccas. 

The quantity of cloves annually produced in 
that ſettlement is about 2,000 packages, each 
534 pounds ayoirdupois. The crop of two years 


forms the cargoes of three ſhips, two of which arc | 


ſent in one year, and the third in the year fol- 
lowing. The quantity of cloves and nutmegs cx- 
ported ſometimes exceeds the conſumption; and, 


in that caſe, it is well knoun that the Dutch 
Eaſt 


- mt 


th 
1 


Oor.!] OF LAPFEROUSE. 411 


Eaſt India Company burn the overplus, in order 
to keep thoſe commodities always at the ſame 
price. 5 5 

In ſpite of all their anxiety to monopolize the 
ſpice trade, it 18 computed that one: fiftieth part 
of the crop is annually ſmuggled. As the ſmall 
falaries of the Company's agents do not allow 
them to make their fortunes rapidly, ſeveral of 
them have recourſe to means of improving their 
ſituation, which, though certainly dangerous, are 
eaſily put in practice. And, notwithſtanding all 
the vigilance of the Company, their ſervants 


ſucceed 1 in depriving them of a {mall part of the | 


ſpices. 

It 1s not long ſince the Governor and Licute- 
nant-Governor of Banda were depoſed and ſent 
to Batavia, for having converted to their own uſes 
part of the proguce of that iſland. But thoſe 
abuſes are come to ſuch a pitch, that this ex- 
ample will only ſerve to make others conduct 


their operations with more addreſs, in order to 


prevent a diſcovery. 

That contraband trade is more particularly 
carried on by means of the canoes of Ceram, in 
the vicinity of which the ſpice 1flands are fitu- 
ated ; and the ſpices thus procured are bartered, 


with Engliſh ſhips, for Indian ſilks, opium, fire- 
arms, gunpowder, lead, hardware and tin, which 
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the mkebithnits of Ceram exceedingly value, con- 
verting it into bracelets, ear-rings, &c. Some of 
thoſe articles are again ſold at Amboyna. 

The Dutch have two faRorics at Ceram, one 
of them at its north-weſt extremity, and the other 
at Savay. General Bougainville had been mil. 
informed when he faid, that they had been cx- 
pelled from this laſt poſt. They have loſt, it i; 
true, very extenſive poſſeſſions in other parts of 
that large iſland ; but N ſtill retain their eſtab- 
liſhment at Savay. 

The reſident who entertained General Bou- 
gainville, during his ſtay at Bourou, had been dead 
ſeveral years. At Amboyna, we had the pleaſure 
of ſeeing his widow, who has preſerved an agrec- 
able remembrance of that French gentleman, 
Such is her taſte for our language, that ſhe has 
employed all the means in her power, at that diſ- 
tance from Europe, to have her children inſtruc- 
ted in it. < 

The Chineſe are almoſt the only ſtrangers who 
are permitted to reſide at Amboyna; but they 
are obliged to ſubmit to naturalization, and thus 
can never return to their own country. They 4 
are permitted to trade among the Moluccas ; but | 
it is enly at Macaffar and Batavia, where vefftls | 
from China are permitted to enter, that they can 
procure Chineſe commodities. They are all of 


a. com- 
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4 commercial turn; and ſome of them have pur- 
chaſed, at a very high price, the exclufive privi- 
lege of dealing in certain articles; and hence they 
ſell them at exorbitant rates. They practiſe all 
forts of expedients to get money, and hence their 
reputation often ſuffers exceedingly ; but, on that 
head, they ſeem to have loſt all tenfibility. Some 
Jews, whom the Company permit to reſide in 
the iſland, enter into commercial competitions 
with thoſe Chineſe ; but the Hraclites are no 


matches for them, the Chineſe having greatly the 


advantage, in point of numbers and connections. 
The collector of the Company's revenue is a 
Chineſe, who is like wife charged with preſerving 
the police among his countrymen eſtabliſhed in 


the ifland, and takes cognizance of ſuch caſes as 
are not ſufficiently important to be reſerved for 


the deciſion of the government of Amboyna. 
We one day paid him a viſit, in company with 
one of the miniſters of the Proteſtant perſuaſion, 
and he entertained us with excellent tea. The 
table was covered with a great variety of well- 
preſerved comfits : one of the beſt was the young 


hut of the fruit of the ſago-palm. That chief, 


who is called the Chineſe Captain, ſhowed us, 
with an air of ſatisfaction, his armorial eſcut- 
cheons, variegated with a great number of co- 
lours. Thoſe ornaments were profuſely difplayed 
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in the apartment where he received us, and his 
bed was hung round with them. 


His houſe, hike thoſe of his countrymen, was 
in no reſpe& ſimilar to thoſe of the natives. 
The Chineſe build much more ſolidly. Their 


houſes are conſtructed like thoſe of the Euro- 
peans, with ſome difference in the diſtribution of 


the apartments. The body of the building is of 


wood, and the walls of clay, thickly rough- caſt, 
and afterwards covered with ſeveral coats of lime. 
The frequency of earthquakes and hurricanes - 


makes the inhabitants prefer wooden houſes ; 


and ſcarcely any other than the public buildings 


are of ſtone. It almoſt always happens, that in 


thoſe moments of conſternation the inhabitants 
are obliged to quit their habitations, and to betake 


themſelves to little cabins very ſlightly conſtruct- 


ed, where they are much more ſafe than in their 


houſes, which the tempeſts and the earthquakes 
ſometimes overturn. 


We enjoyed excellent weather at Amboyna; 


the winds were never violent, and thoſe which 
we had from the ſouth-eaſt and north-weſt, were 


very weak. 


The market for the different fruits of PIO coun- 


try is in the Chineſe quarter. The Malays, like 
the Arabians, call it by the name of bazar. The 


dealers aſſemble there, _— in the evening, and 
remain 
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remain till nine at night, each of them being 
lighted with one or two torches, compoſed of the 
reſin called dammer, furniſhed by a ſpecies of cycas, 
of the ſame name: {dammara alba, Rumph. Amb. 
vol. 11. chap. xii, tab. 57.) They incloſe this reſin 
in ſago tree leaves, without any central wick, It 
burns with very little ſmoke ; but care muſt be 
taken to remove the covering, as it is reduced 
into a cinder, and to trim it level with the reſin. 
Thoſe people are lighted at a very ſmall expence; 
for a dammer torch, eight inches in length, and 
about an inch and a quarter in thickneſs, coſts 
them not one-ſixtieth of a penny ſterling, and 
yields a very clear light for three hours. Their 
cottages are lighted with the ſame refin. 

Beſides the fruit, there are ſome other eatables 
fold in that Bazar. In a ſultry climate, and an 
extremely humid atmoſphere, fiſh would ſoon 
putrefy, if it was not quickly dried; and hence 


more dried than freſh fiſh is fold in that market. 


When the fiſh is prepared with the, ſmoke of a 
imall fire, its taſte is preferred by the inhabitants 
to that of freſh fiſh. | 


The Molucca iſlands, after having been long 


under the dominion of the Arabians, the Moors, 


and the Malays, came at laſt under that of the 
Europeans. The Portugueſe, the Spaniards, and 
the Dutch, contended for that dominion, and eſ- 
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tabliſhed their factories and their forts in thoſe 
iſlands. The Dutch finally prevailed, and haye 


for many years enjoyed the monopoly of their 


ſpices. Thoſe different ſovereigns have produced 
fuch a change in the manners of the natives of 
Amboyna, that it is now difficult to diſcover 
any traces of their original character. The Por- 


tegueſe introduced among thoſe people the ca- 


tholic religion. The Dutch have uſed their ut- 


moſt efforts to render them Proteſtants, thinking 


that one of the moſt likely means to ſubjugate 
them. Hence they have a great number of 


ſchools, where the children of the natives are in- 


ſtructed in that religion, and in reading and 


writing Malayan. Service is performed in that 
language, in a church appropriated to the uſe of 


the natives; and in Dutch in another church, at- 
tended by the Europeans. There are two miniſter 
belonging to each. 

The Chineſe, as may well be wurde, have © 
pagoda in this place. 

Some natives, who ſtill adhere to the religion 
introduced by the Arabs and the Moors, are pro- 


vided with a moſque. . The greateſt number 0: 


true believers are ſettled on the other fide of the 


road, to the northward of the town. The Dutch 
have facceeded much better in making proſeh tes 


to their religion, 1 in the vicinity of their principal 
ſettlement. 


oer! 


ſettlement. The! iron rod, with hich they cruſh 
thoſe miſerable people, has reduced them ſo nearly 
to the condition of ſlavery, that it will not excite 
ſurprize, 1f we obſerve in them ſome of the vices 
which originate in that ſtate of human degrada- 
tion. | 

Although thoſe gle be habituated to reſign 
almoſt every thing they poſſeſs to the Europeans, 
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there is one article which they are not diſpoſed 
to reſign to them. Jealouſy reigns among them 
to an extreme, which makes any indiſcreet pro- 


In ſuch a 


caſe no dread of puniſhment would prevent them 


poſal to their women very dangerous. 


from executing their vengeance. 

The Dutch men preſerve their European clothes 
as a fort of ceremonial dreſs; but they have all 
reſts with Nleeves, in order that they may conve- 
niently throw off their coats, when the maſter of 
the houſe, to which they happen to be invited, 
ſets them the example. On juch occaſions, thoſe 
who wear wigs, lay them aſide, and put on large 
caps of very fine linen. 
ver a petticoat, Which falls very low, wear a 
goyn made like a ſhirt, as long as the petticoat, 
and which being divided in the fore part,. 1s kept 
cloſe to the body by a girdle. Their hair is form- 
ed into a ſpiral behind the head, and faſtened 
with two large pins, which croſs each other. 

Vor. I. D d. Such 


The European women 
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Such is the ordinary dreſs of the European ladies 
The native women, in good circumſtances, why 
live in the town, wear dreſſes of the ſame form, 
but commonly black: by the country women, | 
blue is preferred to every other colour. 

The female ſlaves wear a ſort of ſhift, by way 
of a gown ; but it is not divided before, like that 
of the free women. 

The free men dreſs their hair with a bent comb. 
The flaves tte 1t up with a handkerchief, 

The Chineſe, it is well known, received ſpices 
from the Moluccas many ages before thoſe iſland: 
were ſeized upon by the Europeans. The Greeks } 
and Romans were alſo acquainted with them; 
and they were long objects of reſearch with the 
| navigators who firſt penetrated into the oriental 
feas. 
Thoſe precious aromatics were then confined 
to a ſmall number of iſlands ; but have been 
fince tranſplanted into very diſtant countrics, 
where they ſucceed perfectly well. We hav 
grounds to hope, that our colony of Cayenne, WII 
one day rival the Moluccas, and by producing a 
much greater quantity of ſpices, will diminiſh 
their price, and bring them into more general 
nie. Thoſe articles are alſo ſucceſsfully cultivated 
in the iſles of France and Bourbon. 


We took on board the Recherche two hinds 


and 


— — one es <a 
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and a ſtag, with a deſign to enrich New Holland | 00 

with that beautiful ſpecies of quadrupeds. 15 
We provided a good ſtock of fowls, common 1 

ducks, and Senegal ducks, (oies de Guinte.) 

The cazoard was not included among our live 
ſtock. That bird, though kept in the poultry- | 
rards at Amboyna, is not very eaſily procured, "i 4 
not being a native of that iſland, but imported 1 1 . 1 
from the great iſlands to the eaſtward. It does ö N 
not well agree with long voyages, and beſides its vil UN 1 
fleſh is black, tough and dry. In proportion to | 1 0 ; 
the room, which it would have occupied on Nen 
board, that bird would have afforded us much 10 A 
leſs food than the poultry which we had already | ey 
provided; for except its thighs which are muſcu- 1 Wl | 0 
lar, being intended by nature for running, the e 

reſt of its body is of a very moderate ſize, in pro- 9. 10 
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portion to its height. | Hb th v WH 
Our roots were chiefly potatoes and yams. 1 | M 
The beautiful leaves of the banana tree, and 1 Lil 

different kinds of melons adorned the ſtern of N 5 # Mt 

our ſhip. BIN bd 


% 2 92 
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We bought a good number of hogs and goats. 
Me took much care of our cow; although her 
milk was exhauſted; for it would have been 
impoſſible to have procured another. The ſpecies 
of buffalo common in India, is indeed a ſort of 
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domeſtic animal at Amboyna; but the female 
of that quadruped gives little milk, and being al 
moſt untameable, would have been very trouble- 
ſome, not to ſay dangerous, on board. 

Our butcher, whoſe bufineſs it was to take care 


of the quadrupeds, could procure them little food 
but what was hard and dry, conſiſting, in a great 


meaſure, of the anthiftiria ciliata; but happily, 


before we ſailed, he was enabled to provide the | 


large ſtocks of banana trees which, for a long 
time, afforded thoſe animals ſucculent food. A: 
they were allowed but little water, the abun- 
dant juice of thoſe plants were extremely ſervice- 
able to them. i 15 
The flour which we procured at Amboyna, 
was but oi a middling quality, and the quantity 
with which they could furniſh us, was but about 
11,000Ibs avoirdupois. This ſcarcity, whether 
_ real or pretended, obliged us to purchaſe it at an 
exorbitant price. 
We found at Amboyna but few articles of Eu- 
ropcan proviſion. The Lieutenant-Governor, 
however, had a conſiderable quantity of Ham- 
burgh beet, which is in great requeſt among na- 
wigators. That officer very willingly let our Com- 
mander have a part of it ; but when we had got 
out to ſca, we diſcovered that his ſervants had 
_ diſhoneſtly 


— — =, 
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diſhoneſtly withheld the moſt juicy pieces of th 
e 


beef, and had ſubſtituted the fame weight of the 
e 


bony and tendinous parts. 


The young ſhoots of the bamboo, cut into 
n 0 


wn and preſerved in vinegar, are excell 

. 5 3 en 
Ne long voyage, and we provided rag 
ice of them. Thoſe young ſhoots a ty 
very tender, if c- , a Oat 

, 1f care be taken to gather them 1 

roper re e 
proper time. They are ſold in the market as 


pulſe, for which they are a good ſubſtitute. They 


Arc of! f 
[ten above three feet in length d 
4 ORR os | length, an conſider- 
y mo han an inch in thickneſs 


We alſo furniſhed ourtelves with cloves and 


. 5 ſugar. The rind of the 
3 © ing ok fit for this purpoſe ; and 
es _— £ - undering confectioners had 

ere too far advanced, as were 


allo the clov ich, 
loves, which, having reached the ſize of 


Ou 
r © of ſago was by far 00 great ; for we 


uſed 
ed only a ſmall part of it. Our people never 


bome as! 
ae as it was ; and, notwithſtanding all the ar- 
D $ 
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guments of our chief ſurgeon, they, in ſome 
months, conceived ſuch an averſion to it, as to 
give the preference to ſalted proviſions of the 
worſt quality. 1 


We had but few hogſheads of wine remaining, 


which were fit for uſe. The only ſpirituous liquor 
we could procure was arrack, of which we pur- 
chaſed ſeveral hogſheads. Some navigators are 
too laviſh in their praiſes of that liquor, which 
is not even ſo good as middling French brandy. 


. 
CHAP. IX. 


Depar ture from Amboyna—Singular Effect of the 
Tides—View of different Ilands—Ravages wn 


Board, by the Species of Cockroach called Blatta | 
Germanica Run along the South-Weſt Coajt of 


New Holland —Deatl of the Blackſmith belonging 
'to the Recherche—A Storm drives us 1owards 
the Coaft—Ie anchor in Legraud Bay-—The L/- 
perance, while at Anchor, loſes 100 of her Rud- 
der-irons—Her Moor ing-chain gives Nas Ul, 


fer ent Excurfi jons on the neighbouring Land— | 


New Species of Swan—Sea-ſa!t found at mor 
thau one hundred Toiſes in perpendicular Heigiit 
— That Phenomenon accounted for-—- C1891? 


Riche lojes mes on the Continent more than 1% 
Davy: 


W. 
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Days Departure from Legrand Bay, and Conti - 
mation of our Run along the Coaft—Want or 
Water obliges us to leave it—Arrival at Cape 
DO LI Anchor in the Bay of Rocks. 


Ocropen 15th. 


E only waited for a tair wind, to take our 
departure. At half an hour paſt ſeven A. 
M. havin a ſmall breeze from the ſouth-eaſt we 


immediately weighed anchor, and about eleven 


o'clock, we had reached the entrance of the road, 
the weſtern point of which bore W. 6“ 15” N. 
and the eaſtern E. 6* 15” S. our diſtance from this 
laſt being about 1, 200 toiſes. - 

Our meridian obſervations gave the latitude of 
the moſt weſterly part of Amboyna, 3046“ 54” 
ſouth, and its longitude 1257053“ 280 caſt. 

The breeze continuing all the day at ſouth-eaſt; 
we kept cloſe to the wind, on the larboard-tack. 

One of the boys of the large Dutch Eaſt-India- 
man, which had juſt ſailed for Batavia, had hid 
himſelf on board the Recherche, and made his 
appearance at the very inſtant When the Captain 


of the Eſperance, acquainted the Genera], that he 


had diſcovered, on board his ſhip, ſix fugitives 
from Amboyna, namely, three of the Company's 
ſoldiers, a ſailor and two negro ſlaves. Thoſe un- 
happy men had made their eſcape from a country, 
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where they groaned under an Cp equal ſtate 
of ſervitude ! 

The Commodore had lowed the people to 
bring pigs and fowls on board, for their private 
uſe; and all parts of the ſhip were lumbercd with 
them, but eſpecially between decks; and they 
were the more troubleſome, as the diſagtecable 
odour which they diffuſed, was conſiderably in- 
creaſed by the heat of the climate. 

19th. This evening, when we were in latitude 
7 10 ſouth, and longitude 123 147 eaſt, the 
compaſs had no variation. | 

21K. Ii morning early, we ſaw a phcoeno- 
menon, which we had already obſerved ſeveral 
times, and which never tails to alarm navigators, 
who ſometimes, during the night, take it tor the 
effect of breakers. ac ar being ſcarcely in mo- 
tion, we obſerved the ſea foaming at ſome diſtance, | 
Waves followed each other in quick ſucceiſion, 
and we were fait approaching to the ſpot. A very 
heavy ſwell, occaſioned by the ſea receiving an 
impulſe contrary to that communicated to it in 
the preceding night, ſucceeded the agitation of 
the water. The cauſe appeared to me to depend 
on the tide ſtruggling between lands, where the 
currents acowre a velocity proportioned to the 
confinement of the channel. 


About nine O' clock in the morning, we ſaw 
Rlſſer 
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Kiſſer iſland, extending from S. to E 4 S. E. It 
is very mountainous, eſpecially on the ,weſter 
ſide. Its greateſt dimenion is from W. 8. W. to 
E. N. E. It is ſituated in 87 13“ 2“ ſouth latitude 
and 12332“ 17“ eaſt longitude. 

Dark weather prevented us, till about three 


o'clock P. M. from ſeeing the noch fide of the 
iſland of Timor, although our diſtance from it 


was then but about 5,000 toiſes. Its lofty moun- 
| tains roſe above the clouds, and during the night 
we had obſerved, fires at different elevations, on 
their ſides. Doubtleſs the inhabitants, at thoſe 


altitudes, find it comfortable to correct by fires 


the cold air of the night, and perhaps alſo they 


may uſe them to tray away the wild beaſts. Thoſe 


fires ſeryed as ſo many light-houſes to direct our 
courſe along ſhore, when tome gentle breezes in- 
terrupted the calm which prevailed for a great 
part of the nicht. 


24th. About ſeven in the morning, we were 


within 2,500 toiſes of Laphao, a little Portu- 
gucſe ſettlement, on the weſt fide of Timor, in 
lat. 9 227 45" S. and long. 122 237 30" E. 


The Portugueſe flag hoiſted there, bore S. 30%E. 
They ſaluted us with five guns. A canoe with 


a double outrigger, immediately came off to view 
our ſhips, to which it very nearly approached ; 
25 but 
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Hut inſtantly returned towards the ſhore, without 
hailing us. On coming ſtill nearer the land, we 
faw both natives and canocs, upon the ſandy 
beach. We ſounded ſeveral times, with thirty 

fathoms of line; but found no bottom. 

About fout o leck P. M. we faw the Ifland of 
Batqu, bearing ſouth-eaſt, diſtant about 10,000 
toiſes. It is ſeparated from Timor, only by an 
interval of 2,500 Qiſes. 

26th. Calms beit g frequent on the coaſt of 
Timor, we ſtood off ſliore this afternoon, by help 
"of - breeze from the ſouth, and ſtecred towards 
the weſt; but without finding a ſteadier wind. 
Thoſe calms appear to be cauſed by the heats, 
which at that ſeaſon of the year are the more vio 
Tent, as the ſun darts his rays almoſt perpendicu- 
harly. 

The continuance of the calms renders the na- 
vigation very troubleſome along thoſe coaſts, on 
which there is always danger of being thrown by 
the currents. The great irregularity of thoſe 
currents, renders it very difficult to conſtruc 
charts of thoſe coaſts ; and hence the great dif- | 
agreement between thoſe which have been hi- 9 
therto offered to the public. | 

A great number of whales of different ſpecies, | 


ſeveral times ſurrounded our ſhip, and leaped out 
of 
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of the water cloſe alongſide. From the little 
fear with which they approached us, we concluded 
that they had never been purſued by fiſhers. 

We were peſtered with the ſpecies of parrot 
called lorries, of which our people had bought a 
great number at Amboyna. Their piercing cries 
gave us no reſt in the day time. Their new ſitua- 
tion, on board ſhip, did not agree with them, for 
they died daily. They were ſeized with conyul- 
ſions for which we found vitriolic ether a pallia- 
tive; but it did not preſerve their lives. 

The mortality alſo ſpread among our feathered 


ſtock, the greater part of which were ſeized with 


violent diſeaſes in the eyes, in conſequence of the 
coldneſs of the nights; and thoſe which were de- 
prived of fight, ſoon died of hunger. It would, 
however, have been very eaſy to have prevented 
that diſagreeable circumſtance, by ſheltering them 
trom the might ar, with a fail properly ſpread 
over their coops. 


The water, which we took 1n at t Amboy na, 


did not juſtify the great encomiums beſtowed 
upon it, for keeping well at fca. It had already 
become ſo putrid, that it could not be drunk, till 
the inflammable air, with which fortunately it 
was but weakly united, had been expelled by 
{trong agitation. This unexpected decompoſition 


certainly aroſe from the negligence with which 
"the 


— — — 
— oor rr 2 N — 2 — - 


— — — - - 
— 
*. — * 
- — — 2 — — I. + 4 — > — 
6 WS _ — — — — > a —— —_— — - — W 
— - — —— — — > — — — — 5 
: * 2 VS — err 32 
l — —.— — — — — — 5 — 5 — 2 
. —— — — IR CA — — = CRIES * —— "FR 
3 - _ * — — — — = * — 
- 2 = - 2 — - > - — 


— — —në— js = 
— 2 : — 2 
* he s - 
RA”; TEETER ALY LS 2 
. — — . — ts res: 
- - 2 F . 
2 
— 


— 


— —̃̃ — 
— $A — _ 
ao CREE «227 
x r nn 
— 
— —_ ——— 


428 VOYAGE IN SEARCH  [1799, 


the caſks had been cleanſed. There remained 
enough of the fermentative principle of the old 
water, quickly to corrupt the new. 

It is certainly very diſagrecable to be obliged 
to drink the corrupted water of ſalt marſhes: 
but it is encouraging to know that by agitating it 
ſome minutes, as I have ſhown, it reſumes its ori- 
ginal purity. 5 295 
Act half an hour paſt four A. M. we faw, by 
ſtar light, the iſland of Savu, extending from 
W. 13? S. to S. 27“ W. at the diſtance of 1,000 
toiſes. We ſteered welt, in order to paſs to the 
northward of that little ifland ; and about half 
| paſt nine, we were a-breaſt or the bay in which 
Captain Cook anchored, in bis ſecond voyage, 
after having paſſed Endeavour Straits. We diſ- 
tinguiſhed five canoes plying very near the ſhore, 
where they were ſheltercd from the waves, which 
ſpent their force upon a little reef, level with the 
water, Oo. 5 

The iſland of Savu preſents an enchanting pro- 


ſpect; being interſected, eſpecially towards the 


ſouth-weſt, by very beautiful hills, whoſe gentle 


declivity ſeems to offer to the natives a foil of caſy 
and favourable cultivation. 

Groups of cocoa- nut trees ſcattered on the 
ſnore, afford ſhelter to ſome cottages, which ad- 


ditionally embelliſh thoſe charming plantations: 
| That 


2 7 
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That iſland, on which the Dutch ET 
| ſettlement, is in 10 25” 48” S. lat. and 1199? - 
19” E. longitude. | 

About noon, a little iſland, within our view, 
extended from S. 46 3 W. to S. 37 307 W. 
at the diſtance of 7, 500 toiſes. It appeared to 
us not to exceed 5,100 toites in length. Its lati- 
tude is 10% 28“ 50” S. and its longitude 11956 
17” E. | 

29th. At ſix o ck A. M. New Savu bore E. 
31 30“ S. at the diſtance of about 5,100 tolſes. 


That little iſland, which is very low, is in 10% 


37/ 28" S. lat. and 1199 2' 47” E. longitude. 
At ſun- ſet, we ſaw a part of the iſland of San 


del Boſe, in the N. N. E. diſtant about 20,500 


toiſes. It is covered with mountains of a mode- 
rate elevation, and is ituated in 10? 27/ 4“ S. lat. 
and 1186“ 34” E. longitude. 


The poſition of a little land, which hs from 


N.1*E. to N. 30 30” W. at 20,500 toiſes diſtance, 
was aſcertained to be 10® 27” S. lat. and 118* 7 
5” E. longitude. 

30th. This day the rant ceaſed to ſet weſt- 
ward, and carried us ten minutes northward. 


The bight in the coaſt of New Holland to the 


ſouthward of Timor, probably cauſes this different 


direction of the currents, which conſtantly ſet 
from eaſt to weſt through Endeavour Strait ; for 
they 
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they ſoon reſumed their weſterly direction, and 
carried us from 20 to 24 minutes daily. 


It muſt be obſerved, that Captain Cook after | 


having paſſed Endeavour Strait, experienced, like 

-."US, a change in the currents, for twenty-four 

hours, but in a ſtill greater degree than we did. 
31ſt. Aſter loſing fight of San del Boſe, we 


met- with no other land till our arrival on the 


ſouth-weſt coaſt of New Holland. The light 


winds which we experienced, made us apprehen- 
five, that we ſhould arrive on that coaſt, too late 
to finiſh our ſurvey of it. — 
NovVEMBER 3d. In the afternoon of this day, 
ve were probably at no great diſtance from ſome 
rocks, for we were ſurrounded with a great num- 
ber of birds, which never venture far from the 
land, and we did not loſe ſight of them, ill the 


approach of night. 
4th. We continued to ſee many birds this day. 


Navigators in traverſing thoſe ſeas, ought to re- 


double their vigilance, in order to avoid the rocks, 
which thoſe birds frequent. 

16th. Our ſtag fell over board durhig the 
night, through an opening, left at the extremity 
of the gangway, much larger than neceſſity re- 
quired. Beſides this loſs, we had to regret that 
one of our hinds had been delivered over to the 


butcher's knife, becauſe it was dying with ſick- 
neſs, 
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neſs, We acquainted Captain Huon with this h ty 
. . . 100 Wil 0 

accident, begging him to take all poſſible care o ß ll 


his ſtag ; but it died before our arrival in New WA 
Holland. | N 

We paſſed the Trials at too great a diſtance to 
have a view of them; but we ſaw a great num 1 
ber of birds, which doubtleſs took ſhelter there k 0 Sil 
during the night. 1 4 

The ſpecies of cockroach, called blotta gera- 17 [| 
vica, had multiplied to fuch a degree, during the 1 it l. 
months we had paſſed between the tropics, as to 100 . 
incommode us exceedingly. Thoſe inſects, not 10 Tg 
contented with our biſcuits, gnawed our linen, 9 
paper, &c. Nothing came amiſs to them. Their ko jj 
taſte for vegetable acids was ſurprizing ; no ſoner [ 


— — — — — 
Ns 
— — 


: + 
. 


— 
. 


was a citron opened than they attacked it; but ne 
it was ſtill more aſtoniſhing to obſerve the rapi- | 4 11 
dity with which they emptied my ink-glaſs, when | Way 
happened to leave it open. The cauſticity of 0 
the vitriol which they ſwallowed, appeared to 


have no bad effect on them. 
The ſugar extracted from the ſago-tree, which 
we brought from Amboyna was a bait, which 
they could not reſiſt. We deſtroyed great num- 
bers of them, by mixing a ſmall quantity of that 
ſugar with water in a veſſel, into which they 
tumbled. 


Thoſe inſects tormented us ill more in the 
night 
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night than in the day. They continually diſturhe; 
our repoſe, by paſſing over any part of our bodies 
which happened to be uncovered. 

The cockroach, called blatta orientalis, made 
its appearance on board ſoon after our departure 
from Breſt ; but it ſoon took leave of us, and its 
Place was ſupplied by the firſt mentioned ſpecies, 

17th. This day we were carried 38” to the 
north-weſt. The Trials; from which we were 
not far diſtant, and ſome ſhoals, doubtleſs cauſed 
very ſtrong currents. 

19th. This day we paſſed the tropic of Capri- 
corn. The mercury in the barometer roſe, on 
the ſame day, to 28 inches 5 lines, which appearcd 
the more furprizing, as it varies but little in the 
tropical regions. It Vas beſides the only in- 
ſtance, in our whole voyage, in Which it roſe fo 
high in ſuch a latitude. Although the thermo- 


meter was not lower than 18?, we experienced a 


keen ſenſation of cold. 

21ſt. We began to meet with a Winds, 
being in latitude 26“ 8. 

Our goats daily periſhed for want of proper 
food. We loſt at the rate of two in the day. 
28th. About five o'clock P. M. the Eſperancc 


being to windward, had very nearly run foul of 


us; though the wind was favourable for ſteering; 


That piece of negligence in the officer of the 
watch, 
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watch, might greatly have injured the ſhips, and 
might have obliged us to abandon our deſign of 
viſiting the ſouth-weſt coaſt of New Holland, 

which it was our buſineſs to explore, without 
loſs of time. But fortunately a boom, placed in 
the critical moment between the ſhups, prevent- 
ed the accident. 

DECEMBER Gth. The appearance of ſeveral . 
ſpecies of ſea-gulls, and other birds, which never 
ſtray far from the coaſt, indicated our proximity 
to land. The wind blew too violently from the 
8. S. W. to permit us immediately to ſtand in 
for it with ſafety. Beſides, the ſea having been 
ſtrongly agitated, and the horizon much ob- 
ſcured with clouds, we reſolved to ſteer S. E. 1 8. 
hoping that next day circumſtances would be 
more favourable. | . 

At noon, we found our latitude to be 34 12 
ſouth, and our longitude 112“ eaſt, 

We lay to all night, ſounding many times 
with 112 fathoms of line, without finding any 
bottom. 

7th. About half paſt two in the morning, we 
were ſteering E. S. E. and at day-break, the Eſ- 
perance made the ſignal for land at N. E. diſtant 
about 15,400 toiſes. It was the weſtern extre- 
mity of the ſouth-weſt coaſt of New Holland, 

Vor. I. : E e diſcovered 
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diſcovered by Lewen in 1622; being a low lang, 
extending from N. W. to S. W.“ 

At ſix oclock we tried, E. 4 S. E. and when 
we came within 5,000 toiſes of the coaſt, we 
followed its direction towards the S. E. A very 
ſtrong gale at W. N. W. drove us at the rate of 
15,400 toiſes in the hour. 

The interior country was interſperſed with 


ſandy downs, which had the appearance of the 


greateſt ſterility. Thoſe ſmall hills, ſcattered on 


a flat country, looked at a diſtance like little | 


iſlands. In the intervals which ſeparated them 


were ſome ſhrubs, the blackiſh foliage of which, 


indicated a ſtate of ſuffering. 

The peaked rocks, which roſe in the midſt of 
thoſe ſandy plains, the explained formation of 
the downs, the baſes of which were doubtleſs 
compoſed of other rocks of the ſume nature, but 
of forms more favourable to the accumulation of 
the ſand by the winds. 

Freſh water muſt be ſcarce in ſuch ſandy re- 
gions, where that which falls from the cloud: 
doubtleſs penetrates to great depths, without 
meeting with ſtrata to ſtop their progreſs. 

This morning our blackſmith was found dead 


Should not this laſt bearing be S. E. ?—Tranflater. 
| il 
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in his hammock. The preceding evening he 
had partaken of a feaſt, which the gunners for- 
merly uſed to celebrate with exactneſs. They 
had long been ſaving a conſiderable part of their 
proviſions for this entertainment. The unfortu- 


nate ſon of Vulcan, extenuated, like the reſt of 


us, by the abſtinence to which we had been con- 
demned ſince our departure from Amboyna, had 
too much indulged his appetite, and we were de- 


prived of him by a ſtroke of the apoplexy. This 


loſs would have been irreparable, if good fortune 
had not conducted on board of our ſhip, at the 


Cape of Good Hope, the very intelligent Work- 


man who ſucceeded him. 
At noon, being in latitude 34* 45” 36” ſouth, 
and longitude 113? 38 50% the neareſt part of 


the coaſt bore N. E. diſtant 5,100 toiſes; and 


the land we ſaw, ſet from W. 15 S. to E. 40? 
30“ S. | 
The mountains now began to afſume the ap- 


pearance of a regular chain, the higheſt of which 


did not ſeem to exceed 200 toiſes in perpendicu- 


lar elevation. We obſerved large tracts of them 
entirely denuded of vegetation : in other places, 


feeble ſhrubs were ſparingly ſcattered, with here 
and there a tree of moderate height. 
The mountains ſometimes preſented ſeveral 
chains, riſing by degrees above cach other. 
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At four o'clock P. M. we ſaw ſome breakers 
near the coaſt, and a little to the eaſtward, two 
rocks 510 toiſes from the beach, and which we 
paſſed at a very ſmall diſtance. The largeſt was 
remarkable for a ſeparation in the middle, from 
which roſe perpendicularly, about twenty-five 
toiſes above the level of the ſea, an iſolated piece, 
in the form of a very flat plate. I took it and 
its baſe, to be compoſed of a ſort of hard grey 
ſtone. We admired the fine effect of the waves, 


which riſing to the very ſummit of 'the rock, 


aſſumed a colour perfectly white, and deſcend- 
ing again in foam, diſplayed that ſingular rock, 
as if it had juſt emerged from the boſom of the 


The coaſt then extended very md towards 
E. S. E. its little bights being terminated by 
points, the moſt prominent of which ſcarcely 
advanced 1,000 toiſes into the ſea. 

Being driven by an impetuous wind, we were 
not without apprehenſions, on finding ourſelves 
ſo near a coaſt which offered us not the leaſt 
ſhelter ; but we clawed off during the night, by 
ſteering S. S. W. A very rough ſea from the 
W. N. W. made our ſhip labour prodigiouſſy. 
Having been ſo long accuſtomed to navigate 
| ſmooth ſeas, we had loſt the habit of ſupporting 


ſuch violent agitation: the wind blew in impe- 
tuous 
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Dec.] 
tuous ſqualls, and allowed us to carry very little 
fail. 8 

8th. About half an hour paſt fix this morning 
we ſtood to the north-eaſt, towards the land, near 
to which a ſtrong breeze at welt ſoon carried us; 
but we fell to leeward. The coaſt then ſtretch- 
ed almoſt directly eaſtward ; and the interior land 
preſented the ſame appearance as on the preced- 
ing day. We obſerved vaſt yellowiſh tracks, 
which appeared to conſiſt of hard ſtone, on which 
we did not diſtinguiſh the nien trace of ve- 
getation. 
At noon our latitude was 350 17“ ſouth, and 
our longitude 11512“ eaſt. In a little time the 
mountains ſubſided, and we came in ſight of a 
vaſt plain of ſand, in which were interſperſed, at 
great diſtances, little hills, of which ſome formed 
capes, advancing a ſmall way into the ſea. 


437 


About four o clock P. M. we pailed ; a cluſter of 


rocks, ſituated near the coaſt, and ſcarcely cover- 
ed with ſhrubs, the diſmal green of which was a 
proof of the ſterility of the ſoil. At lix, we were 
abreaſt of a bay, of which we could not ſee the 
tartheſt extremity. It would have afforded us 
pertect ſecurity againſt the impetuous winds 
uhich blew, while we were upon that coaſt. A 
 toreland, which advanced from the north-weſt to 
e the 
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the ſouth-eaſt, near 5,000 toiſes into the ſeq, 
ſome little iſlands and ſeveral rocks, ſituated at 
the entrance of that bay, preſented abundant pro- 
tection from the winds in the offing; but the 
waves ran ſo high as to prevent us from ſending 
a boat to ſound it. 
Mo lay to during the whole night. 
_— Being about 2,500 toiſes from the ſhore, we 
had ſoundings with 42 fathoms of line, the bot- 
tom being thells and bits of coral mixed with very 
tranſparent quartzoſe ſand, which ſeemed to me 
an indication that we ſhould have found a good 
bottom in the bay which we had paſſed. 
9th. During the night, a clear ſky permitted 
us to ſce the land, from which we ſtood off a 
little, having ſtill the ſame kind of bottom. 
The weſt wind was not very violent, and at 
Half paſt four in the morning, we made fail, in 
order to ſtand along the coaſt, which trended to- 
wards the north-eaſt, and a little farther. on, to- 
wards the eaſt and the ſouth-eaſt, 
At eight o'clock we paſſed a bay, which ap- 
peared to reach 15,400 toiſes into the land, and 
to have an opening of at leaſt equal extent. It is 
expoſed to the ſouth-eaſt wind, but ſecure eg 
that of the weſt. 
Farther on, we ſaw in the offing ſome little 
rocks, not very diſtant from the ſhore. a 
| Mn | | 
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At noon, being in latitude 34 48” ſouth, and 
longitude 1169 52” eaſt, we ſaw, within the land, 
N. 4 W. a mountain more elevated than any 
which we had obſerved, on the preceding days. 
Being iſolated amidſt vaſt plains of ſand, it pro- 
duced a very pictureſque effect, and appeared to 
be about 25,500 toiſes diſtant from the coaſt, 
Its ſhattered ſummit expoled to view many irre- 
gular peaks, moſt of them perpendicular. Such 
peaks indeed extended over the whole mountain, 
which ſtretched 7,600 toiſes from eaſt to weſt. 
This configuration left no room to doubt, that 
the rocks of which it conſiſtedv were not extremely 

hard. 

We had not yet ech the leaſt indication of in- 
habitants, ſince we began to coaſt thoſe ſterile 
ſhores. It was to be ſuppoſed, that ſome ſprings 
of freſh water would attract them to the baſe of 
that mountain; and accordingly the ſmoke of 
two fires, which they had kindled, convinced us 
of their preſence. | 

About half paſt four o'clock P. M. after having 
doubled a cape terminated by ſome rocks ncar 
the ſhore, we came abreaſt of a bay as wide as 
that which we had ſeen in the morning, but not 
reaching fo far into the land. The ſurrounding 
land was generally very low ; but we obſerved, 
towards its caſtern part, ſome little hills detached 

5 E E 4 | trom 
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from each other. It offers excellent ſhelter from 
weſt and ſouth-weſt winds; but it 18 entirely ex- 
poſed to thoſe of the ſouth-eaſt. 
| Tropigal birds with red ſtreaks, and fame al- 
batroſſes, of a darker colour than thoſe commonly 
ſeen at the Cape of Good — fle w around the 
ſhip. 
We lay to all night, and ſounding every hour, 
we had conſtantly thirty- three fathoms of water, 
With a bottom of grey ſand. 5 5 
Ioth. At half paſt four in the morning, we 
ſtood towards N. à N. E to get in with the coaſt, 
and we 1ſoon ſaw it extending from N. 20 E. to 
W. 25 N. A clear horizon permitted us to ſce 
other low lands, ſtretching towards the north- 
Salt. 7 
We ſoon after paſſed between the main land 
and the reefs, which were 10,200 toiſes diſtant 
from it. About eight o'clock, we left others, 
1,800 toiſes diſtant ; and it was not long till we 
ſaw, that a little iſland which we perceived to- 
wards the caſt, was connected to the land by a 
chain of reefs whi-h, advancing into the offing, 
obliged us to keep on its ſouth fide till we had 
doubied it. 
Three fires ſueceſſiyely kindled on the point of 
land, where the reefs originated, apprized us that 


the natives were on that ſpot. 'The produce of 
= the 
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the ſea is doubtleſs the principal reſource of thoſe 
people, who inhabit ſo barren a ſoil. 

At noon, We were in 34* 11” ſouth latitude, 
and 118* 22 eaſt longitude, when the little iſland 
already mentioned bore N. 38 W. at the diſ- 
tance of 1,020 toiſes. 

Other fires lighted along the coaſt, ſent up 

large columns of ſmoke, intended no doubt, by 
the inhabitants, to let 1 us know that they were 
there. 
About half. paſt four o'clock, we ſtood away 
from a little iſland, diſtant 20,500 toiſes from 
the coaſt. It was joined to a ſeries of reefs, which 
extended above 510 toiſes towards the eaſt. The 
lead then indicated ten fathoms water, but ſome 
time afterwards, twenty-one fathoms of line did 
not reach the bottom. | 

We were becalmed, a ſhort ſpace, towards the 
cloſe of the day ; but a ſmall breeze at ſouth-eaſt 
ſoon ſprung up, and permitted us to {tretch to 


the ſouth-weſt, which courſe we held during the 


whole night. 


We hove the lead every hour, As had a bot- 


tom of quartzoſe ſand, mixed with broken ſhells 
and coral, at a depth varying trom twenty-five to 
thirty-three fathoms. | 


11th. This morning, we ſtood towards the 


eaſt, 
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eaſt, with all fails ſet, having a freſh breeze from 
the W. N. W. 
At fix o'clock A. M. The mercury in the ba- 
rometer had fallen more than three lines. Al- 
though the weather was fine, this certain indica - 
tion of a great loſs of equilibrium 1n the atmo- 
ſphere, merited ſerious attention. We neverthe- _ 
leſs advanced before the wind, towards the centre 
of a group of little iſlands, about 5, 100 toiſes from 
the coaſt, although we were uncertain of finding 
a paſſage between them, when we ſaw them at 
a diſtance. About ten o'clock, when we were 
intangled among them, we diſcovered that they 
were joined together by reefs. The ſky aſſumed 
a menacing aſpect, the horizon lowered in the 
W. 8. W. and preſently the wind blew from that 
point, with the greateſt impetuoſity. It was to 
no purpoſe, that we ſpent a long time in ſeeking 
among thoſe reefs an opening, which might al- 
low us a paſſage into the open ſea; and as we had 
no other than that by which we had entered, we 
put about, in order to gain it. The impetuoſity 
of the tempeſt having forced us to furl moſt of 
our ſails, the ſhip fell off ſo much, that we went 
to leeward of our intended exit. Our running 
rigging giving way on all ſides, our manœuvres 


were much retarded. Our repcated attempts to 
extricate 


Dec.] 


OF LA PEROUSE. 


' extricate ourſelves, were unſucceſsful ; we always 


fell back into our dangerous ſituation, there to 


beat about, in a ſpace abounding with ſunken _ 


rocks, at different depths, on which the ſhip was 
in danger every inſtant of being daſhed to pieces ; 
and it required an experienced eye to diſtinguiſh 
thoſe rocks, in a ſea ſo ſtrongly agitated. Citizen 
Raoul, a very ſkilful young mariner, in whom 
our Commander had great confidence, was at 
the maſt head, directing the movements of the 
ſhip. Many times we were carried cloſe to rocks 


concealed by the waves; but he conducted us 


ſafely paſt them all, though it was very difficult 
to diſtinguiſh them, even at a ſmall diſtance. 


The Eſperance, which did not keep to wind- 


ward ſo well as our ſhip, was cloſe in with the 


ſhore, having no other alternative than to caſt an- 


chor or be ſtranded. About one P. M. we ſaw 


her at a conſiderable diſtance, in a place where 


Ve did not think ſhe could come to an anchor. 


She had clued up all her ſails; and we were very 


uneaſy about her, being apprehenſive that the had 
ſtruck. But the ſteadineſs of her maſts ſoon re- 
moved our fears, by ſhewing us that ſhe was riding 
at anchor. Her diſtance, however, and the force 


of the wind, hindered us trom 8 her 


ſignals. 
We did not heſitate to have recourſe to the 


ſame 
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ſame ſhelter. The-Commodore immediately gave 
orders to bear down under the fore- ſail; and we 
were ſoon alongſide of the Eſperance, which was 


feebly defended from the waves by a little iſland. 


We were adviſed by thoſe on board that frigate, 
to ſteer cloſe to the land, in order to obtain a bet- 
ter ſtation than they. In approaching near to 
the little iſland, we had the frightful ſpectacle of 
an impetuous ſea which, when it had cleared the 
ſouth point, opencd, by its precipitate fury, a 
gulph which expoſed to view part of the baſe of 


the rock. The dread of coming too near the land 


induced us to let go our anchor to windward of 
the Eſperance, but not ſufficiently within the 
anchoring place, to avoid falling foul of her, if 
our ſhip ſhould drag her anchors. The danger 
was ſo much the greater, as our ſheet- anchor 


could not hold faſt the ſhip. The axes were in 


readineſs to cut the maſts, in order to give leſs 


hold to the wind, when our beſt bower ſecured 
us in our poſition. 

We now rode at anchor in nineteen fathoms 
of water, with a bottom of quartzoſe ſand, mixed 


with broken ſhells. 


We were violently agitated by the waves, and 


expoſed to almoſt the whole force of the wind: 
and we were apprehenſive that our cables would 
give way, in which caſe we muſt have been daſh- 
ed 


11792. 
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ed upon the rocks, where the waves broke in 2 
tremendous manner. 

In the evening, we let go a third anchor, to 
give us more ſecurity againſt ſuch violent agita- 
tion. 5 

12th. The mercury in the barometer, which 
had ſunk to 27 inches 84 lines, ſenſibly roſe. as 
ſoon as day light appeared, and announced to us 
the termination of the tempeſt. 

The ſurge having conſiderably abated, 9 
Huon ſent his boat to tell us, that on the preced- 
ing day, the Eſperance was driving towards the 
land fo rapidly, that ſhe was on the point of being 


ſtranded, when Citizen Legrand, an officer or - 


diſtinguiſhed merit, went to the maſt-head, in the 
very midſt of the tempeſt, and almoſt immedi- 
_ ately came down, exclaiming with enthuſiaſm, 
that the ſhip was out of danger ! He then pointed 
out the anchoring-place, which he had viewed, 
and in which he was certain that ſhe would ride 
in ſafety. This diſcovery ſaved both the ſhips; 
tor the Recherche, obliged to beat about in the 
night among dangerous rocks, after ſtruggling as 
long as ſhe could, againſt the tempeſt, in hopes 
that a change of the wind would enable her to 
get into the open ſea, would at laſt have been 

infallibly wrecked. 
We gave to that bay the name of Citizen Le- 
grand, 
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grand, which will recal the ſignal ſervice which 


that able mariner rendered to our expedition. His 


advice was to come to nearer the land, and it was 
to be regretted that it was not followed, for the 


larboard chain by which the Eſperance rode gave 


way in the night by the force of the waves, and 
that frigate ſwinging by one anchor, would ſoon 
have been driven afhore, if another anchor had 


not. fortunately taken hold. That ſhip had alſo 


loſt two of her rudder-irons, and had no ſpare 
ones to replace them, They were broken by the 


violent ſhocks of the waves againſt the rudder, | 


in the combined motion of pitching and rolling, 
The motion of pitching, all things elſe alike, is 
much quicker at anchor than at ſea. 

From the place where-we lay at anchor, we 
reckoned twelve little iſlands, beſides the rocks 
and breakers, which afforded us ſhelter. The ſea, 
in that vaſt baſin, ſent in very heavy waves ; but 
fortunately we were anchored in * holding 


ground. 
The little iſland, to leeward of which we lay 


at anchor, bore from S. 25° W. to W. 30 N. 


In the morning, a boat was ſent thither from 
each ſhip, to take the ſoundings ; for we intended 


to come nearer to it. They found every where an 


excellent bottom, and eight fathoms of water, at 
a {mall diſtance from the land. 


Some 
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Some perſons, in order to get on ſhore, were Min: N 
obliged to plunge into the water, for the boat 1 4 
would have been ſtove, if it had gone near enough lh a 
to ſet them on ſhore dry. Wiſh bl 
Many ſeals, of the ſpecies which Buffon deno- lik Fi 
minates petit phogue, and Linnæus phoca pufilla, h; þ j 
baſked quietly in the ſun, upon the rocks and the "MR 
ſandy beach ; and ſome of them allowed them- 0 | 
ſelves to be knocked on the head. Tt 1s proper to © | [| 
obſerve, that the figure which Bufton gives this . 
amphibious animal, has undoubtedly been taken j 


from a ſkin badly ſtuffed; for it repreſents the 
neck much q1mailer than the head, as is the caſe 
in moſt quadrupeds ; but the ſeal being formed 
for ſwimming, has nearly the ſhape of a fiſh, the 
head being leſs than the neck. 
In the ſame figure, the ears are repreſented ag 
very open, whereas they are nearly of a conical 
| ſhape, without any other aperture than a longitu- 
dinal flit. It would ſeem that nature intended 
to hinder the water from entering the cars of 
that animal ; for he has the power of ſhutting 
them cloſely when under the water, and of open- 
ing them, though ſlightly, when he emerges. 
On the ſame iſland, there was a numerous flock 
of ſwans, 1everal of which allowed themſelves to 
be taken by the hand ; but the reſt, apprized of 
the danger, immediately Hew away. This new 
ſpecies, 
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ſpecies, is ſomewhat ſmaller than our wild ſwan, 
and of an aſh- coloured grey. a little lighter on 
the belly. The bill 1s blackiſh, with a tumour 
of a ſulphur-yellow at its baſe. The legs are 
_ Clightly tinged with red. 
Our main-fail had ſuffered a ſmall rent when 
we were {ſtruggling againſt the tempeſt the pre- 
ceding day. This morning we availed ourſelves 
of the fine weather, and ſhifted it. 
1th. A ſmall breeze at ſouth-eaſt, ſucceeded 
the tempeſt. As the moment was favourable, 
we warped, early in the morning, nearer to the 
ſhore, from whence we were then diſtant but 
about 150 toiſes. 

J landed on the little iſland on the ſouth-weſt 
of us. It is mountainous, and not more than 2,050 
toiſes in length, and 1,025 in breadth. 

The ſwell was not yet ſufficiently abated to 
allow us to land with facility. It was neceſſary 
for us to ſeize the moment of the higheſt ſurge 
for allowing our wherry, kept faſt by a ſmall 

painter, to come cloſe to the beach, and each 
time one of us leapt on ſhore. As the edge of 
the wherry, on which it was neceflary to place 
the foot, in order to jump out, preſented an in- 
clined plane, and the beach was ſteep, we ran the 
riſk of tumbling into the water, and being carried 


off by the ſurges, which followed each other very 
quickly” 
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quickly, and from which even a good ſwimmer 
would have found it difficult to eſcape. That 
was not the only danger we had to apprehend ; 
for we might have fallen a prey to a large ſhark, 
which kept at a ſmall diſtance a-ſtern, We had 
obſerved him hovering about the ſhip ever ſince 
day-break, and he followed our boat as if he 
longed for one of us. The chaplain of the Re- 
cherche fell into the water, and would have been 
devoured by that animal, if the cockſwain of the 
boat had not reſcued him from the danger. 
Some ſailors belonging to the Eſperance, when 
{trolling upon the rocks, killed a number of ſeals 
of different colours; White, grey more or leſs 
deep, and brown, bordering upon black. They 
were, however, all of the ſame ſpecies, which has 
been denominated by Buffon petit plioque. Their 
fleſh was found very good eating. ? 
The little iſland on which we were, was com- 
poſed of fine granite or quartz. There were alſo 
quantities of feldt-ſpar and mica ; this laſt in 


blackiſh plates. We alſo obſerved ſome few i 


culz of black ſchorl. The granite lay bare in 
many places. The vegetable mould, collected in 
the leaſt precipitous ſituations, was covered with 
ſhrubs, ſometimes ſo cloſe together, as not to be 
caſily penetrated. I plucked a magnificent ſpecies 
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of: leptoſpermum, remarkable for its fily ery leaves, 
and bright red flowers. 

I found there ſeveral new ſpecies, belonging 
to the tribe of hymelee (mezereons), which have 
but two flamina, and of which Forſter has com- 
poſed a new genus, under the denomination of 
bankfia. I alſo obſerved new ſpecies of the rumer, 
the lobelia and the buplevrum. 

The weſtern part of that little ifland preſents, 
in one of its higheſt parts, a plain ſurface of ca]- 
careous ſtone, the ſtrata of which follow the gentle 
declivity of the mountain. Strata of the ſame 
ſtone doubtleſs formerly covered the other parts 
of the iſland, and maſſes of granite ferved as their 
| baſes; but probably they have tumbled down, 
and have left the ſteep places expoſed ; for in the 
north-eaſt, where the mountains fall with a very 
gentle declivity, there are ſtill ſome calcarcous 
ſtones, at a ſmall diſtance from the beach. I wa: 
not able to diſcover any ſhells, by all the ſearch 1 


_ could make. 


From the ſummit of that little iſland, we had 
a diſtant view of a part of the reefs and rocks on 
which our ſhips were in danger of being wrecked, | 
before they arrived at this anchorage. Their 
number {till appalled us, and we were aſtoniſned 
at having effected our eſcape from ſo many dan- 
gers. 


Two 
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Two ſea-gulls, a male and a female, of the 


ſpecies called by Buffon, bourgmeſtre, and by Lin— 
næus, larus fuſcus, perched upon the heights at a 
ſmall diſtance from us. The female having been 
ſhot, the male frightened by the noiſe of the ex- 
ploſion, took to flight; but preſently returned, 
and being determined not to abandon his mate, 
was killed by her ſide! 

I alſo fired at a ſeal, which lay at a Ane 
from me. Feeling himſelf wounded, and diſtruſt- 
ing his ſtrength, he durſt not take to the water. 


| Immediately another very large one, hearing the 


cries of that which I had wounded, came and 
| licked the blood with apparent fatisfaRion ; but 


at the ſight of a long-boat, which was ſteering 


S 
towards them, they plunged into the ſea. 


Soon afterwards, I ſaw more of thoſe 7 BT 
advancing towards the beach. Before they ven- 
tured upon the land, they never failed to raiſe 
their bodies nearly half out of the water, and they 
remained ſome time in that attitude, ſmelling 
and gazing all round, in order to diſcover whether 
or not they could ſafely oome and repoſe upon the 
rocks. 18 N 
14th, As on the preceding day, I had gathered 


an abundant harveſt of objects of naturai hiſtory, 


of different genera, it became neceſſary for me to 
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paſs a part of this day on board, in order to 
defcribe and prepare them. 

About five o'clock P. M. the tents belongins 
to the obſervatory were ſent on ſhore to be pitched. 
I wrſhed to embrace this opportunity to mal: 
another viſit to the little ifland. As the tide was 
only beginning to riſe, a landing could ſtill be 
effected; but in a little time it would been im- 


poffible to get back to the boat, and we ſhould. 


have been obliged to paſs the night on ſhore, 
This confidetation prevented feveral of my com- 
panions from landing. The interval to be got 
over before reaching the ſhore, was about twenty 
feet, and at every furge, the water roſe there 
above ſix feet perpendicularly. There was a ne- 
ceſſity for ſeizing the moment between the two 
ſurges, or of running the riſk of being ſwept into 


the ſea, an accident which actually happened to 
the ſurgeon's mate of the Recherche. He had 


told us before hand, that he would get on ſhore 
with dry feet; but not being ſufficiently quick 


in his motion, he was hurried along the ſhore by 


a violent ſurge. Fortunately he could ſwim, and 


returned towards the boat; but in a very different 


plight from what he had ſuppoſed, when he 


boaſted of his agility. 


Thoſe who had landed were e obliged to pass 


the 
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the night on ſhore, without any other proviſions 
than a few biſcuits. Urged by thirſt, they ſcram- 
bled in a very dark night, above 1,000 toiſes, over 
rocks, in order to procure water, and, to add to 
their misfortune, they found 1t brackiſh. 


Enormous ſharks, of the moſt common ſpecies, 


the [qualus carchartias, frequently appeared in the 
On board the Eſ- 


perance, they caught one which was about thirs 


baſin where we lay at anchor. 


teen feet in length; 6 and of more than proportion- 
able bulk. 


As every circumſtance convinced us of the 


impoſſibility of renewing our ſtock of water, the 


officer ſecond in command ordered, that each 


perſon ſhould be allowed only three quarters of a 
bottle daily. At the ſame time he, as well as the 


Commander in Chief, uſed it without reſtriction. 
1 thought, however, that water was one of thoſe 


articles, the enjoyment or privation of which 
ought to have been extended to all, without diſ- 


tinction. 


15th. The geographical engincer of Fs Re- 


cherche, ſet out at day-break, | in the barge, to 
ſurvey the little group of iſlands, to examine whe- 
ther there was any paſſage to the eaſtward, be- 


tween the rocks, and to look out for à proper 
watering place. I ardently wiſhed to have joincd 


this expedition; but as geographical operations 
F. have 
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have but little connection with reſearches in na- 
tural hiſtory, we were not apprized of the hour of 
departure, for which every thing was arranged ſo 
clandeſtinely, that I knew nothing of it, till the 
barge was puſhing off from the frigate. 

Ihe impoſſibility of getting a boat to convey 
me to the main land, made me reſolve to paſ 
this day, on the iſland in the ſouth-weſt, the ſea- 
line of which 1 traced, ſetting out in a north- 
weſterly direction. I ſoon arrived in the ſouth- 
welt part of the iſland, near the moſt. elevated 
land, where I found a little rill of freſh water, 
iſluing from a fiſſure 1 in a granite rock. This dif. 
covery diffuſed great Joy among us; tor we had 
been for ſome time reduced to very ſhort allow- 
ance of that article, 

Very near that nll, I w ſome cavities full of 
limpid water, which I had reaſon to believe as 
freth as that which iſſued from the rock; for it 
was more than 200 toiſes above the level of the 
ſea. But I was miſtaken : it was very ſalt, and 
farther on, other excavations filled with the ſame 
water, were bordered with cryſtals of ſea ſalt in 
laminæ ſo thin, that at a certain diſtance, they 

reſembled glaſs. This fact having been mentioned 
on board by thoſe who accompanied me, ſome 
perſons, in order to account for the phenomenon 


- affirmed, that the waves mult beat up to that 
height 
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height in bad weather, notwithſtanding the coaſt 
was guarded by very large rocks; although in- 
deed they were but at a ſmall diſtance from the 
baſes of the mountains. 


455 


As the rill, which was very weak, furniſhed” 


ſlowly the water neceſſary to quench our thirſt, 
we were obliged to remain beſide it, when pre- 
ſently ſome little drops of the ſalt water with 
which we were wetted, convinced me that the air 


raiſed to the place where we ſtood, the ſea water, 
attenuated by impinging againſt the rocks. It 


was not long till our clothes were covered with 
it, as if we had been expoſed to a ſlight fog; 
this water had loſt none of its ſaltneſs. 5 

Some birds came to our retreat to quench their 


thirſt. There I killed the charming yellow turtle 


dove, remarkable for fix or eight golden feathers 
towards the baſes of its wings, and which induced 
White to call it The golden winged pigeon (ſec 
page 43, where he has given a good figure of it). 
had before found the ſame ſpecies at Cape Die- 
men. | oY 

There we allo caught many penguins, of the 
ſpecies called aptrenodyta minor, and which Captain 
Cook likewiſe met with at New Zealand. They 
were in the ſame manner. concealed in very deep 
holes in the rocks, from whence it was frequently 
very difficult to expel them. 
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The ſummit of one of the higheſt mountains 


which I viſited this day, for the firſt time, was | 


formed of calcareous ſtone diſpoſed in ſtrata al- 


moſt horizontal, ſimilar to thoſe which I had be- 
fore met with on thoſe heights. It was of a very 
fine grain, with ſome few ſmall cavities. I did 
not there obſerve any ſhells. It may be preſum- 


ed, that that conformation was the effect of 4 


ſlow depoſition of calcareous matter in a ſtate of 


ſolution. 
The change of the ſoil oevſenited me with ſome 
plants, which I had not yet found. 
I gathered a new ſpecies of very tall (faillante} 


encalyprus, of which the following is a deſcrip- 


tion : 
The moſt elevated twigs of that ſhrub, are not 


above thirteen feet in height. They are ſmooth, 
are furniſhed, chiefly towards the extremity, with 


leaves, alternate, oval, elongated, ſhghtly bent, 


and about four inche in length. 


The flowers are ſeſſile, and generally eight or 
ten in number, at the extremity of a common 
peduncle, about an inch and one- -fitth in length, 
having all the characters of the genus eucalyptus. 
Their ſtamina, which are very numerous, have 


Jong filaments of a yellow colour. The ſtyle pro. 
jects a little over the ſtamina. 


The calix is very much elongated, and is 


puſhed 
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puſhed outwards by the ſtamina, in proportion 
as they are developed, and it falls when they have 
acquired their full growth. 

The capſule is open at top, and furniſhed with 
three cells and ſometimes four. 


is divided into as many parts as there are cells. 
Every cell contains a great number of angular 

ſeeds. 

The form of the calix bus induced me to give 

it the name of the eucalyptus cornuta. 


Explanation of the Figures. Plate: XV II. 


Fig. 1. A branch of the eucalyptus cornuta. 
"IE; ©, A flower diſengaged from its calix, in 
order to expoſe to view the ſtamina and the ſtyle. 


Fig. 3. A flower, whole detached calix ſtill en- 


yelopes the ſtamina. 
Fig. 4. The calix. 
Fig. 5. The ovarium. 
Fig. 6. The capſule. 
After having reſolved to paſs the ni ght on ſhore, 


we fought tor a commodious retreat, and found 


at laſt an excavation in a rock, where we were 
tor ſome time perfectly ſheltered from the wind 
and the rain which overtook us at the cloſe of 
the day. The cold was ſufficiently keen to induce 
us to kindle a fire, and a as we had not much pro- 
viſions, 


It is ſurmounted 


by a ſmall portion of the baſe of the ſtyle, which 
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viſions, after I had choſen from among the bird; 
I had ſhot, thoſe which I wiſhed to preſerve for 
my collection, I gave the reſt to my companions 
to be broiled. We were expecting to make a 
hearty ſupper, and to ſleep ſoundly, when all on 
a ſudden, the wind chopped about and blew di- 
rely into our grotto, which we were 1mmedi- 
ately obliged to abandon, to avoid being ſtifled by 
the ſmoke of our fire. This change of weather 
made us regret that we had not returned on board; 

for the wind was ſo ſtrong as to extinguiſh our 


fire, before our penguins were ſufficiently broiled, 


but yet we found them very good. 
At this repaſt, the ample ſupply of water, 


7 which we had brought from the top of the moun- 


tain, agreeably reminded us, that here at leaſt, 
we could drink without reſtraint. 

16th. At day-break I advanced towards the 
ſouth-weſt. Among many other vegetable pro- 


ductions, I diſcovered at the baſe of the moun- 


tains, in a marly ſoil, a leguminous plant, which 
ought to be ranked among thoſe the corolla of 


which is papilionaceous, and the filaments of their 


ſtamina ſeparate from cach other. 
It forms a new genus, which I call chorizema.. 
The calix is in one piece, and divided into 
four parts on its borders. The upper diviſion is 
large, hollowed, and longer than the reſt. The 
three 
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three lower ones are equal among themſelves, 
ſtrait and terminated by a point. 


The ſuperior border of the vexillum is hollow- 


ed, and almoſt entirely covers the alæ of the 
carina. fo 
The ſtamina, which are ſix in number, are all 
ſeparated from one another. 
The ovarium 1s oval, clongated, and terminated 
by a recurvated ſtyle. 


The pod is oval, and filled with a great number 


| of black and almoſt ſpherical ſeeds. 


This plant is perennial, and its leaves are ſimple, 


alternate, ſeſſile, coriaceous, long, dentated, and 


have two little ſpines for ſtipulæ. 
The form of the leaves has induced me to de- 
| lineate this ſpecies, under the name of c/orizema 


elic tfolia. 


n if the CE Plate I 


Fig. 1. The plant. 
Fig. 2. The flower. 
Fg. 3. The expanſion of the petals. 

Fig. 4. The ſtamina ; the corolla and the calix 
having been removed. 

Fig. 5. The ovarium. 

Fig. 6. The pod. 

Very early in the morning the Eſperance had 
ſent a boat to the main land, with a view to ſome 

aſtronomical 
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aſtronomical obſervations. Citizen Riche had 
alſo landed there. The rendezvous was fixed for 
two o'clock in the afternoon, at the landing place; 

but the boat's crew waited in vain till ſeven in 
the evening, when they were obliged to return to 


the ſhip, from their want of proviſions, and the 
dangerous ſituation of the boat, if the ſurge had 
riſen ever ſo little. They left upon the beach a 
written note, acquainting Citizen Riche, in caſc 


he ſhould return thither, that they would return 
and take him oft very carly the next morning, 
if the weather would permit. 


The geographical engineer, who had been ſent 


to ſurvey the little iſlands, returned in the ev ening, 


having determined the poſition of more than 


twenty of them, ſcattered in the ſpace of a de- 


gree in longitude, and as much in latitude. He 
landed in ſeveral places, without finding a com- 
modious watering place, and the only rill of freſh 


water which he diſcovered could ſcarcely furniſh 
a ſufficiency for the daily conſumption of the 
ſhips. But he had found an anchoring place, be- 


hind the point of the main land, Which bore from 
us, E. N. E. but it was not {0 deep as that Which 


We occupied. 


The diſcoverics of Nuyts terminated at this 
archipelago. We were aſtoniſhed at the preciſion 
with which the latitudes had been determined 
by 
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by that navigator, at a time when nautical and 


aſtronomical inſtruments were ſo imperfect. I 


ought to extend the ſame obſervation, to almoſt 
all thoſe aſcertained by Lewen on this coaſt. 

For ſome days the winds had blown from the 
eaſt, inclining to the north in the morning, and 
to the ſouth in the afternoon. The ſands, e 
heated by the ſolar rays, cauſed this diurnal varia- 
tion. The equilibrium of the atmoſphere was not 


affected by thoſe winds, and hence the mercury 


in the barometer commonly ſtood at 28 inches, 3 
or 4 ines. | | 
17th. This day the weather being favourable, 


a boat was ſent in queſt of Citizen Riche. That 


naturaliſt, enraptured with the riches and no- 
velty of all the productions of that region, which 
no obſerver had hitherto viſited, had doubtleſs 
been 10 abſorbed in admiration of them, that lic 
had quickly loſt his way ; and he had not yet re- 


turned to the appointed rendezyous. 


When advancing in the direction which he 
was ſeen to take on the preceding day, our people 
ſaw, at a ſmall diſtance, ſome ſavages, with whom, 


however, any communication was impoſſible ; for 
they always fled when our people offered to ap- 
proach them. = 

The ſituation of Riche was ſo much the more 
alarming, as he had been abſent ncarly a day and 
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a half, and as we knew that he had landed upon 
that ſterile ſoil without proviſions. 

The boat, which returned about two o'clock in 
the afternoon, brought the diſmal intelligence 
that he was not to be found. Captain Huon im- 
mediately waited on the Commodore, in order to 
concert with him the meaſures, which it would 
be adviſeable to take, on this diſagreeable occa- 
ſion. The Commodore having ſent for the natu- 


raliſt Deſchamps and me, Captain Huon told us 


the methods he had taken to recover our unfor- 
tunate colleague; ſtating to us the dangers to 
which he muſt neceſſarily be expoſed, in advanc- 


ing alone into the interior country, where, per- 
| haps, he had fallen by the attacks of the ſavages ; 
in ſhort, he ſaid, he could not but apprehend the 


molt fatal event, believing it to be impoſſible that 
he could willingly have abſented himſelf fo long. 

The nature of thoſe burning ſands, which are 
totally deſtitute of water, rendered all the conjec- 
tures, which we could form concerning him, ſtill 
more melancholy. _ | | 

As our ſtock of water was partly conſumed, 
and we had found no means of renewing it, at 
that anchoring-place, Captain Huon, after re- 
preſenting to us the diſadvantages of prolonging 
our ſtay, added, that it was evident any farther 


ſearch could only injure the expedition, without 


expreſſing 
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exprefling the leaſt 9 of 11 our unhappy 
aſſociate. 

Deſchamps, upon whom thoſe arguments had 
the deſired effect, eſpouſed the opinion of the 
Captain, and ſeconded his propoſition for ſailing, 


by declaring that it could not be diſſembled, that 


we could now do nothing more than lament the 
loſs of our friend. 

Thoſe probabilitic s had not the ſame weight 
with me. But it was neceſſary for me to perſuade 


the ſailors ; and I employed what I thought the 


moſt proper argument for that purpoſe, by citing, 


in ſupport of my opinion, an inſtance taken from 


the voyages of the moſt celebrated of navigators. 
I reminded them that, in December 1777, two 
ſailors ſtrayed from Captain Cook, into the iſland 
of Noel, one of whom was abſent a whole day, 
and the other eight and torty hours; that Cook 
had ordered ſeveral detachments to ſearch for 
them with the greateſt care; that Noel, however, 
was but a little low ifland, ſcarcely covered with 
thrubs, whereas New Holland, where Riche had 
loſt himſelf, was an immenſe region. I requeſt- 


ed, therefore, that the ſame time thould be al- 


lowed to ſearch for our unhappy friend, as Captain 
Cook had employed in ſceking one of his ſailors. 

This reaſoning produced all the Fea which I 
could deſire. 
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A boat was immediately diſpatched, from each 
ſhip, for the main land; and I had the pleaſure to 
be of the party, whoſe buſineſs it was to uſe ey cry 
method, and to make every effort, to recover our 
unfortunate meſs-mate: 

The Commodore ordered guns to be fired every 
half hour, to enable Riche, if ſtill alive, to direct 
his ſteps with the more certainty towards the an- 
choring place. 

The wind favoured us, wy in a ſhort time, we 
nds good our landing. 

After having advanced into the country ;h 
different directions, We returned to the landing 
place, on the approach of night. 

We traverſed a track wholly covered with ſand, 
where we found extenſive ſpaces abſolutely deſti- 
tute of vegetables. But I ſaw with ſurprize, on 
thoſe diſtant ſhores, the graſs known by the name 
of ſþ:mfes /quarrofus ; and thus had a new and an 
admirable inſtance af the facility with which 
plants, which grow on the ſea ſhore, diffuſe them- 
ſelves to prodigious diſtances, e 

In thoſe arid waſtes, grows 4 ene plant which 
nearly reſembles the iris, and which naturally 
claſſes itſelf with the genera dilatris and arg fte. 

It forms, however, a new and a very diſtinct ge- 
nus, principally by its irregular corolla. 
I haves 
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[ have delineated it under the name of anigo- 
zantlios. 7 
Its lowers have no calix. 
The corolla has the form of a tube, the edges 
of which are divided into fix unequal parts recur- 
yated inwards. It 1s covered with reddiſh pili. | 
The ſtamina, which are fix in number, are in- 


ſerted under the diviſions of the corolla, which is 


placed upon the ovarium. 

The ſtyle is ſimple, as well as the ſtigma. 

The capſule is nearly ſpherical, and of the 
ſame colour with the flower by which it is ſur- 
mounted. It has three cells filled with a great: 
number of angular ſeeds. 


The top of the ſtalk is covered with reddiſh 
pil, like the flowers. 


I have denominated this ſpecies anigozanthos 
rufa. 


Explanation of the F e Vito 1 XXII. 


Fig. 1. The plant. 

Fig. 2. The flower. 

Fig. 3. The flower divided E and 
expanded, in order to expoſe the ſtamina to view. 

Fig. 4. The ſtamina. 

Fig. 5. The capſule. 

Although in the day, the heat was very power- 
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ful upon the land, we experienced a. very keen 
cold in the night. 

As ſoon as day began to dawn, we divided our— 
ſelves into two parties. That which I accom— 
panied advanced towards the north, and the other 
towards the north-weſt. 
Directing our ſteps by the compaſs, we had 
procceded at leaſt 5,100 toiſes acroſs plains of cal- 
careous {and, heaped up in different places, when 
we arrived in a very narrow bottom, where the 
verdure of the plants formed a very pleaſing con- 


traſt with the diſmal places we had traverſed, 


and they g grew in a very rich foul. There we taw 
ſome cavities which afforded us a little freth Wa- 
ter, but they were too diſtant to be of any uſe. to 
the ſhips. 

Continuing our route, I obſerved in the midſt 


of thoſe ſands, forme rocks of a eie us nature. 


where I collected ſome fine plants, which ſtill 
reſiſted the aridity of the ſoil. Among the great 
number of the tribe of the protea, Which I ob- 
ſerved there, I ſhall mention two ſpecics of . 
which 1 call Ha a repens, and bankfia ul. 

The firft has a creeving ſtall, thickly covered 
with reddiith down, terminated by N dined 
together in a conical form. 

The leaves are pinnatifid, and when very vo 
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are coated with the ſame down as the ſtalk ; ſo 
that one would take that plant for ſome ſpecies 


of acroſtichum ; but when more advanced 1 in age, 
they are very ſmooth, 


Explanation of the Figures, Plate XXIII. 

Hg. 1. The plant. 

Fig. 2. The flower. 

Fig. 3. The corolla divided tranſverſely, and 
viewed through a magnifying glaſs. | 

Fig. 4. The ſtamina magnified. 
Fig. 5. The ovarium, with the ſtyle and the 
ſtigma. 

The ſpecies of * bankf, „ Which I call zip, 1s 
remarkable for its long leaves, dentated very 
, deeply, and white on the under ſide. 


Explanation of the Figures, Plate IV. 

Fig. 1. The plant. 

Fig. 2. The flower. | 

Fig. 3. The corolla expanded. | 

Fig. 4. A part of one of the diviſions of the 
corolla, viewed through a magnifying glaſs. 

Fig. 5. The ſtamen, viewed through a magni- 
tying glaſs. 

Fig. 6. The ovarium ſurmounted by its ſtyle. 

I alſo found there the eucalyptus cornitta, and 


many other plants of the myrtle tribe. 
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At the end of four hours very quick walking, 
we arrived on the banks of a great lake which has 
a communication with the ſea. 
The natives had recently made fires in many 
places which we paſſed. . 
We ſaw no kangarous ; but their excrements, 
which we ſaw every where 1n great abundance, 
convinced us that that quadruped has multiplied 
greatly on that coaſt. We alſo obſerved excre- 
ments which very much reſembled thoſe of the 
cow ; but we did not ſee the animal to which 
they belonged. We ſaw in the fand the prints 
of a cloven hoof, more than three inches in 
breadth. There is no doubt that that region is 
inhabited by animals much larger than the kan- 
garous. It affords but little food for birds; and 
accordingly I found none in this excurſion except 
two ſpecies, a muſcicapa, which I afterwards met 
with in the Moluccas, and the fine ſpecies of red 
_ ereſted cockatoes, pfittacns moluccenfis, which are 
met with in the ſame iflands, in flocks of many 
hundreds. When I attempted to approach them, 
they always removed to a great diftance, flying 
rapidly, with ſudden ſtarts, and emitting loud and 
very diſagreeable ſhrieks. 

The banks of the lake, which we followed for 
ſome time in approaching the ſea, are ſomewhat 
marſhy. The lake extends a great way into the 

0 land 
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land ; for the other party, who proceeded towards 
the north-weſt, alſo arrived on its banks. Some 
of them came to our rendezvous to acquaint us, 
that they had obſerved on the very edge of the 
lake, towards the part fartheſt from the ſea, the 
prints of ſhoes, which left no doubt that Riche 
had paſſed that way ; but that the marks of naked 
feet which appeared near his, gave grounds for 
apprehending that he had been dragged by the 


ſavages into the interior country. What tended 


to give ſtill more probability to this conjecture 


was, that they ſoon found his handkerchief upon 


the ſand, and a little farther on, one of his piſtols. 


At a ſmall diſtance, they faw a little ſmoke from 


a deſerted fire, around which they found ſome 

bits of paper, on which they recognized the hand- 
writing of Riche; and beſides, the ſand ſtill bore 
the marks of one who had been eln himſelf 
on the ſpot. 
We returned towards the landing place, la- 
menting the fate of our unfortunate meſs-mate, 
and had very nearly reached the ſhore, in a hope- 
leſs ſtate of mind, when we ſaw one of thoſe who 


meet us with the pleaſing intelligence, that Riche 
was ſtill alive, and that he had juſt arrived at 
the landing-place, extenuated with hunger and 
fatigue, He had been above fitty-four hours on 
Gg3 ſhore, 


had been left to take care of the boat, running to 


— => 
— to 


* on — ; 
R = — — 1 : 3 2 
mo —. - — 
6 — 4 - 1 — 
. 
_ — ——ä — — ee ee ee —— p 


— — — 
- - — * — — 


— ear - 2:00 = Ac ns" 
N PRES ee L 


— — 
OE Ano — 
624252 ͤ— oo - — — 5 


— — 
1 


— 
— — 
—— — 


1 
— 
4 


470 VOYAGE IN SEARCH [1792 


ſhore, with no other proviſion than ſome bits of 
brſcuit. The famiſhed ſtate to which he was 
reduced, rendered it imprudent for his friends to 
allow him to indulge his appetite, and in giving 
him food we tried gradually to bring into action 
the digeſtive powers of his ſtomach. His appear- 
ance, at firſt entirely diſcompoſed, became by de- 
greecs re- animated. When he had recovered from 
the ſtate of ſtupor into which he had been thrown 
by ſo long a privation of nouriſhment, he told us 
that, near the fire which we had found ſtill burn- 
ing, there was a little rill of freſh water, at which 
he had quenched his thuſt ; and that, by dint of 
ſearching among the plants, analogous to thoſe 
which yieid eſculent fruits, he had diſcovered a 
ſhrub of the tribe of plaqueminiers which furnith- 
ed him with ſome ſmall fruits; but in a quan- 
tity inſufficient for the ſupply of his neceflitics. 
On the firſt day of his al ſonce, he found the ſpring, 
near which his things had been picked up. There 
he paſſed the night, and the next day he ſpent 
wholly in ſecking the anchoring- place, without 
being able to find it. In all this painful peregri- 
nation, he had not met with a drop of watcr; 
but chance happily conducted him in the evening 
to the ſame ſpring, where he patled the ſecond 
nicht. Having ſeen ſavages at a diſtance, he 


had attempted to obtain ſome intercourſe with 
: them, 
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them, in order to know their manner of ſubſiſt- 
ence, and to alk them for ſome food ; for he was 
violently tormented with hunger ; but they al- 


ways fled, when he was advancing towards them. 


They frequently ſet fire to the dried graſs which 
was diftuſed over the ſand. In that climate, 
men not being under the neceility of wearing 
cloaths, they were all abſolutely naked. 

Some cazoards and kangarous of the large ſpe- 
cies, were the only animals ſcen by Riche. Al- 
though in a ſtate of weakneſs, he had carried for 
two days a numerous collection of very inte- 
reſting productions ; but, during the third day, 


his ſtrength ſunk ſo rapidly, that it was with 


great difficulty he could trail himſelf along the 
ſhore, in queſt of the ſhips, and in thote circum- 
ſtances, he was obliged to abandon his whole 
collection, not being able to reſerve even the moſt 
precious articles. 


As ſoon as he had a little recovered his ſtrength, 


we conveyed him towards the ſhips. It was to 


little purpoſe that we made the ſignals agreed 


upon to announce our ſuccels. Every one was 
ſo convinced before hand of the inntility of our 
reſearches, that they did not underſtand the 
meaning of them, till we had come co:vic to the 
ſhips, and Riche was ſeen in the midſt of us. The 
horrible ſituation in which he would have been, 
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if the opinion entertained by ſome perſons con- 
cerning him had prevailed, ought to be an alarm- 


ing and dreadful leflon to captains and natu- 
raliſts who undertake long voyages ; for, if we had 


quitted that anchoring place the day before, his 


exiſtence would have been terminated by a moſt 
fr:ghirul death, in all the anguiſh ot | the molt ter- 


rible deſpair. 


Though it was -demotifirates by this fact, that 


it was poſſible for a man to loſe himſelf for more 


than two days in that country, the greater part 


of our ſailors choſe to be of a different opinion; 


ſome of them being more willing to believe and 


to ſay, that Riche had deſignedly abſented him- 


ſelf; as if it could be believed, that he would 
wantonly expoſe himſelf to all the horrors of fa- 
mane. | 

During our ſtay at that anchoring place, we | 
could not fiſh with the ſeine. But on board the 


ſhips, ſome fiſhes were caught with the hook, 
among which were the /abrus cyprinoides, and 


ſeveral new ſpecies of the genus Perca. 


We lay at anchor, in latitude 33? 55/ Jouth, 


and longitude 119782“ caſt. 


The variation of the compaſs was found to be 


02 welt. 
19th. All the boats having been got on board 


"over night, we waited for the morning to weigh 


anchor, 
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inchor, if the wind ſhould ſerve. It ſhifted 


from the N. E. to the K. S. E. and at fix o'clock © 


A. M. we were under ſail. 


Paſſing to the northward of the little land 
which had ſheltered us, we advanced into the 
open ſea. 

At noon, being in latitude 24 12“ 54” ſouth, 


and in longitude 119 21” eaſt, the moſt ſoutherly _ 


of the rocks bore E. 2* S. diſtant about 3,400 
toiſes, and the moſt northerly land bore N. 1“ E. 

For ſome days, eaſt winds prevailed, which 
made us apprehend great difficulties, in explor- 
ing that coaſt ; and analogy gave much probabi- 


hity to that ſuppoſition ; for at the Cape of Good 


Hope, which even extends ſome degrees farther 
to the ſouthward than that part of New Holland, 
eaſt winds alſo predominate at the lame ſeaſon of 
the year. 

24th. About noon this day, we had only reach- 
ed 340 24 ſouth latitude, and 1207 227 eaſt lon- 
gitude; and the little iſlands at which we had 
anchored were ſtill in ſight. 

The eaſt wind blew very freſh in the after- 
noon, but in the evening, we had a hot ſuffocating 
breeze from the land. Immediately we were en- 
veloped in a very thick fog, the air being loaded 
with a humidity which pervaded every thing. I 
can compare it to nothing ſo properly, as to thoſe 


togs 
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fogs which ſoutherly winds diffuſe over the Me- 
diterranean, near the Atrican coaſt, in a very hot 
ſeaſon. The ſands, heated by the ſolar rays, had 
communicated to the atmoſphere an additional 
power of retaining water, and we found ourſelves 
immerſed, as it were, in a vapour bath of a mo- 
derate temperature. 
About eleven at nignt, we loſt ſight of the 
Eſperance, which did not anſwer the ſignals we 
made, till three hours afterwards, when we heard 
a very diſtant report of a gun. 
285th. The breeze was weak : we plied cloſe 
to windward; and when day-light appeared, we 
ſaw the Eſperance at a ſmall diſtance. The wind 
ſoon began to blow forcibly from the ſouth-weſt; 
and for ſome time, we went at a great rate to- 
wards the caſt. 

At noon, we were in 34% 14 ſouth latitude, 
and 121 eaſt longitude; and two hours after- 
wards, we perceived behind ſome little iſlands, a 
large bight, which appeared to offer us excellent 
ſhelter. | 
The natives announced their preſence by the 
ſmoke of fires, a great way from the ſhore, and 
from each other. 

The barometer having deſcended ſtill lower 
than when it fſoretold the tempeſt, Which ſorced 


us to anchor in Legrand road, we ſtood off ſhore, 
| 0 
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to avoid being embayed on that dangerous coaſt. 
We afterwards lay to, for the whole might, keep- 
ing the ſhip s head towards the ſouth and S. S. E. 

There was a very heavy ſea: the wind blew 
1mpetuouſly 0. m the S. oy and the W. S. W 


and increaiing gradually, it raged with the greateſt 


* 


? 


violence tor almoſt the whole W A railing the 
waves to a prodigious height. We had never yet 
been ſo vicheney 4 toued by a tempeſt. 

The ſouth-weſt winds 
impetuous, and add very r 5 to the dangers to 


17 


here are almoſt always 


which {] {hips are expoled, in coaſting from welt to 
eait, along that low ſhore, frequently lined with 


ſhoals; and there is danger of their not being 


perceived ſoon enough to be able to double them. 
When daylight appeared, we ſtood in for the 
land. A wind from W. S. W. brought us back 
fine weather. 9 
Towards noon, we were in latitude 33? 427 
ſouth, and longitude 122* eaſt, when we ſaw 


from the maſt-head, beyond ſeveral little iſlands, 


a part of the coaſt, extending from weſt to north- 

weſt, and which {till appeared low. Preſently it 

aſſumed the appearance 5 a bank, raiſed in a very 

uniform manner, trending towards the eaſt, and 

intercepting our view of the land. At the ap- 

proach of night, we clawcd off ſhore, and aiter- 
Wards lay to. 
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27th. The next morning, we continued to fol- 


low the coaſt, and about three o'clock P. M. our 


diſtance from it was but 1,000 toiſes. It uni- 
formly preſented the ſame appearance, for more 


than 15,400 toiſes. We perfectly diſtinguiſhed 


thin horizontal ſtrata, of the ſame form with the 
calcareous rocks, which I found in Legrand road. 

J am inclined to believe, that this interruption 
of mountains, through ſo great an extent, is the 


work of the waters, which appear to have un- 


dermined the ſtrata, making them ruſh into the 
fea, where they form a rampart which renders 
that coaſt inacceſſible. We obſerved little ſlopes, 
which they had formed in ruſhing down, but 
which it would have been very difficult to climb. 


We had approached it ſo nearly, that it became 
neceſſary to get into the offing, where we found 


twenty fathoms of water, with a bottom. of cal- 
careous ſand. 8 

28th. Very early in the morning, we ſaw the 
land trending towards the north-eaſt, and with 
the wind at fouth-weſt, it was eaſy for us to fol- 
low all its windings. It always preſented the 
fame ſteep rampart, which roſe very uniformly to 
the height of about forty-five toiſes, and preſent- 
ed, from its top to the level of the ſea, the parallel 


ſtrata of which it is compoſed. 
About 
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About noon, the coaſt inclined a little towards 
the ſouth-eaſt, and changed its appearance, be- 

ing then interſperſed with little ſandy hills, which, 
falling with a gentle declivity, were bounded by a 
very low beach. The ſea then aſſuming a greeniſh 
appearance, even in the diſtant offing, indicated 
a change of bottom; but a line of 3 fa- 
thoms could not reach it. 

The wind ſoon began to blow very freſh. Ex- 
perience had taught us to dread the ſouth-weſt 
winds, on that coaſt, which had almoſt always 
become impetuous; and therefore we ſtood S. 
E. I E. to get into the offing. 

The want of water began to be ſey rl felt on 


board of both the ſhips, and it was evident that if 


we could not immediately find a ſupply of that 


article, we muſt in a thort time abandon that 


coaſt. But if we had begun with its moſt eaſterly 
part, and coaſted it from caſt to weſt, we would 


have had the advantage of getting a full ſupply 


of water at Cape Diemen ; whereas, the halt of 
our's was conſumed, when we began to explore 


the coaſt, at its moſt weſterly point. This con- 
ſideration, among many others, is a ſtrong in- 
ducement to coaſt it from eaſt to weit. Beſides, 
the impetuoſity of the weſt winds expoſes ſhips 
to the greateſt dangers; While the caſt winds, 
Wich 
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which are the moſt conſtant, never blow with 
violence. | 
209th. We were but 1,020 toiſes from the 
coaſt, when the lead indicated a bottom, ſome- 
times of coarſe ſand, ſometimes of rock, the depth 
varying from nine to twelve fathoms. 

At noon, our latitude was 320197 ſouth, and 
our longitude 124” 52” eaſt, the neareſt land bear- 
ing N. N. W. diſtant 340 toiſes. It ſet by com- 
paſs from N. 60 W. to E. 20“ N. In a little 
time, it reaſſumed the form of a rampart, like 
that which we had already coaſted ; but with this 
difference, that 1ts upper part roſe by a gentle 
elevation into the interior country. We obſerved 
ſome ſhrubs, which did not ſeem to be in ſo ſuf- 
fering a ſtate, as thoſe which we had ſeen hither- 
to on the ſame coaſt. 

The ſea was covered with the ſpecies of fucus, 
called Ficus natans, and by the French ra iff I dle 
mer. 

JANUARY iſt, 1 793. Having been . by 
the eaſterly winds, we had only reached, about 
noon this day, 320 8' ſouth latitude, and 1269 42 
_ eaſt longitude, when we ſaw a fog riſe, Which 
every where repreſented a flat ſhore ; and ſo ſtrik- 
ing was the illuſion, that perſons who came 
from between decks, thought that we had enter- 


ed 
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ed into a vaſt baſin. We were, however, at the 
diſtance of 10,200 toiſes from the coaſt, which 
the fog concealed from our view. 


In the evening, the {ky lowered on the land 


fide, and flaſnes of lightning darted from the 
thickeſt clouds. Then the fog, which encircled 


the horizon, diſſipated, and the wind thitting to 


the weſt, became very freſh. 


4th. in the evening, Cantain Hao acquainted 


the Commodore with the re which the rad- 
der of the Eſperance had ſuſtained. At the ſame 


time, he told us, that on board rp his ſhip, they 


had long been reduced to an allow ance of three 


quarters of a bottle of water per day ; that they 


had been obliged to diſcontinue the diſtribution 


of antiſcorbutic draughts ; and that thirty butts 
of water then compoſed the whole ſtock on board 
the Eſperance. 

5th. About fix o clock this morning, our Com- 
mander ſent Captain Huon a letter, letting him 
know the reſolution which he had come to, re- 
ſpecting the ſituation of the two ſhips. 
At noon, our latitude was 31 32“ ſouth; and 
our longitude 129 10“ caſt, and we had fight of 
the land from E. to N. 10 W. being 5, 100 toiſcs 
from the Nc eſt) Bart fit. 
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cloſe on our courſe on the larboard tack, with 
the wind at E. S. E. ſteering for Cape Diemen, 


and abandoning an extremely arid coaſt, along 


which we had held our courſe, above 820,000 
toiſes, in the general direction of W. 4 S. W. to 


E. 4 N. E. Fitteen months before us, Vancouver, 
equally oppoſed by the eaſt winds, had been forced 


to abandon his enterprize, after 1 explored 


only about 360,000 toiſes of the coaſt. 


Before we approached that coaſt, we did not 


; expect to find boiſterous winds ſo frequent, eſ- 


pecially at that ſeaſon, which might have been 


ſuppoſed the fineſt, in thoſe latitudes, the ſun 


having been then above two months in the 
ſouthern hemiſphere. Is this impetuoſity of the 
winds cauſed by the prodigious difference, which 
exiſts between the cool temperature of the atmo- 
ſphere over the ſea, and the ardour of the ſolar 


rays concentrated by the burning ſands on the 


main land? 
The currents, experienced on that coaſt, always 


conform to the direction of the winds. 


The Eſperance was in ſtill greater diſtreſs than 
we. Beſides, that frigate had ſuſtained ſeveral in- 
juries, when laſt at anchor, and needed an excel- 
lent harbour, where ſhe might receive all the ne- 


At 
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At four oclock no land could be ſeen, even 


from the maſt-head ; and, at the ſame time, a 
line of thirty fathoms reached a bottom of fine 
ſand, mixed with broken ſhells and lythophites. 
The lead was hove every two hours, and each 
time it was found that the depth increaſed two 
or three fathoms; inſenſibly augmenting With 
our diſtance from the coaſt. 

6th. At fix this evening, being then 102,000 
toiſes from the land, a line of feventy-two fa- 
thoms indicated a bottom of very fine ſand mixcd 
with gravel; and from that moment, no bottom 
was found, though we ſounded at different times. 
This gradual augmentation of the depth of the 
| ſea near that coaſt, proves that the land ſubſides 


under the water by an almoſt inſenfible dechvity, 
and gives us reaſon to believe, that it riſes in the 


interior by an acclivity equally gentle, ſo that thoſe 
heights are too diſtant to be perceived from the 
coaſt. 

8th. We were ed on the 7th, 23” to the 
weſtward, and this day 21“ in the ſame direction. 
At noon, we were in 35? 30 ſouth latitude. The 
rapidity of thoſe currents towards the welt, per- 
haps depends on ſome channel, which ſeparates 


the lands of New Holland and thoſe of Cape 


Diemen, between Point Hick and Furncaux's 
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Iſlands. Captain Cook, in exploring the caſtern 
part of New Holland, ſaw no land in that ſpace, 
the extent of which is about 102,000 toiſes, and 
believed it to be the entrance of a great gulph. 


Perhaps on that part of the coaſt, a channel 
commences, which, after forming different ſinuo- 


ities, opens weſtward in the ſame latitude, in 


which we experienced ſuch ſtrong currents. 
We had no weſterly winds, till we reached the 

forticth degree of ſouth latitude ; and they car- 

ried us to Cape Diemen, varying from the ſouth- 


weſt to the north-weſt. 


About ten o'clock, we ſaw at a {mall diſtance, 
a great number of cetaceous fiſhes, of a new ſpe- 
cies, which appeared to me to be of the genus 
de!/þhinus. They were eaſily diſtinguiſned by i 
large white ſpot, behind the dorſal fin. The up- 
per part of the body is of a blackiſh brown, and 
the belly white. The largeſt were above ninc 
feet m length. They were preceded by a great 
number of dolphins ( delplunus delphits ), and they 
ſwam in ſhoals like them, making, with great ra- 
pidity, nearly the ſame movements with tho# 
cetaccous fiſhes. 

We lay to during the night, deſigning in the 
morning to make the land, a degree lower in 
latitude than Cape Diemen. We hoped to diſ- 
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cover there a harbour which would afford great 
advantages to future navigators, who might in- 
tend to reconnoitre the ſouth-weſt coaſt of New 
Holland, by availing themſelv es of the louth-w eſt 
wind, 

19th. By half paſt four in the e 
ſaw the land, extending from N. E. 4 N. to E. 4 
S. E. the ncareſt part bearing E. N. 55 diſtant 
15,400 toiſes. 

For ſome time we ſtood on the ſtarboard tack, 


cloſe upon the wind, which blew from ſouth⸗ 


welt. TWO hours afterwards, when we were 
not more than 7,800 toiſes from the ſhore, a line 


of ſeventy-five tathoms indicated a bottom of 


very coarſe ſand, and broken ſhells. 


The ſhore we ſaw was {tcep, and at a little 


diſtance, was a chain of mountains, of moderate 


clevation, which nearly followed the ſame direc- 
tion. The land was almoſt wholly covered with 


large trees. 
At noon, we were in 4251“ S. lat., and 1420 
9 : 


497 E. long. The land to the north-caſt, could 


only be ſeen through a thick fog, Which obſcured 


the whole horizon. 

20th. The variation 5 the compais had very 
rapidly increaſed ſince it became caſterly ; for it 
was now obſerved to be?“ caſt. 


2 The 
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The coaſt preſented no bight, in which We 
could hope to find good anchorage. At noon, we 
had arrived 1n titude 43* 22 S., and longitude 
143” 28” E., being but 5,100 toiſes diſtant from 
the land, which, from N. 7* W. to E. 23* S. al- 
ways preſented very high mountains to our view. 

At ſix o'clock in the evening, we doubled the 
ſouthern cape, at the diſtance of 10,200 toiſes. 
It is remarkable, that in the different windings of 
the coaſt, which we followed, we had always the 
wind a-ſtern. It appeared to me, that the high 
mountains, oppoling a barrier to the wind, forced 
them to obſerve the direction of the coaſt. 

All the other mountains were ſurpaſſed in alti- 
tude, by that which we ſaw covered with ſnow, 
when we anchored in Port Dentrecaſteaux, the 
preceding year. But as this was a much warmer 
ſeaſon, we obſerved ſnow only in great excava- 
tions, where it was ſcreened from the ſolar rays, 
for a conſiderable part of the day. That moun- 
tain is remarkable for a little conical peak, which 
forms its ſummit. 7 

At the approach of night, we paſſed very near 
the Mew-ſtone, and ſoon after we brought to, 
before a very freth breeze at welt. 

We ſounded ſeveral times with a line of eighty- 
three fathoms, without reaching the bottom. 


As 
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As we were embayed upon the coaſt, <a ? 


wind at S. S. W. we were obliged to tack. 
21ſt. At noon, we were in latitude 432? 44/ 8. 
and longitude 144* 16 W., when the Mew-ſtone 


bore W. 16* 307 S., the Eddy-ſtone S. S. E. 1*E. 


and the neareſt land about N. N. W. at the diſ- 
tance of 1,540 toiſes. 


22d. Very early this morning, we were at the 


entrance of the Bay of Tempeſts. The wind 
blowing from the E. S. E. hindered us from en- 


tering Dentrecaſteaux's Strait, where we intended 


to anchor in a bay which we had explored the 
preceding year, and which was extremely com- 
modious for giving our ſhips all the neceſſary re- 
pairs. But we were obliged to enter the Bay of 


Rocks, a name, which ſome rocks almoſt level 


with the water, ſituated near its middle, had in- 

duced us to give that bay, which 1s the firſt on 
the larboard, on entering the Bay of Tempeſts, 

and hes in the direction of north-caſt and ſouth- 

weſt. The Eſperance anchored there in very 
good time. 


Having proceeded up this bay, about one-third 


part of its length, we found but ſixteen fect of 
water ; and conſequently 1t would not have been 


prudent for us to go farther, without ſounding 


all the way, which was the caſier to be done, as 
we 
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we had ſeveral boats afloat. Cretin, who had 
taken ſoundings in this road the preceding year, 
told our Commander that he would not find leſs 
water in it than ſixteen feet; and this prevented 
all farther ſearch. That aflertion, however, ought 
not to have been entirely adopted; for, beſides 
that Cretin had not ſounded the bay ſo delibe- 
rately as to be able to inform us reſpecting its depth 
within a foot or two, he was in doubt whether 
or not he had performed that operation at low 
water, a circumſtance which would produce 
difference of at leaſt ſix feet, and conſequently 
would not have left ſufficient water for our ſhip. 
Notwithſtanding theſe confiderations, we did not 
heſitate to ſteer to the larboard, and to approach 
{ill nearer to the low ſhore. The conſequence - 
was, that we ran a-ground, but fortunately upon a 
ſandy bottom. This accident happened at half 
an hour paſt nine o'clock. The wind blowing in 
heavy ſqualls, from the high mountains, drove 
the ſhip violently towards the ſhore, and fixed 
her deeper and deeper into the ſand. 

The Eſperance immediately ſent her long- boat 
and her pinnace, which, in conjunction with our 
own boats, made vain efforts, on the ſtarboard 
fide of our ſhip, ta tow her off. It then became 


neceſſary to carry out an anchor to the W. N. W. 
and 
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and to fix the ſhip by a hawſer, to prevent her 
from being carried nearer the land. Next, in or- 
der to lighten her, the ſalt-water, with which 
moſt of our catks were filled, was emptied into 
the hold, and all the pumps ſet a-going to pump 
it. out. As ſoon as we had diſcharged this bal- 
laſt, we ſet the capſtan to work upon a large an- 
chor, which had been put down cloſe to the firſt ; 
but, with our utmoſt efforts, 1t was near one P. M. 
before we could difengage the ſhip from the 
ſand-bank, and get her fairly afloat. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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